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The Family and the Landmark

Easterbroolk’s Hot Dog Stand on Spring Gardens

Road have been serving Hotdogs, Hamburgers, French
Fries and real ice cream for over 90 years. Their roots
go back to 1926 when Mable Easterbrook first opened
the store as a tea house. In 1930 she began selling
hotdogs and thus Easterbrook’s Hot Dog Stand was
born.

Ray Easterbrook Sr is Mabel’s grandson and ran the
Restaurant from 1979-2020, handing over the reins to
his son Blake when he retired. Ray will be entertaining
us on May |2t with stories of his memories of Mabel
Easterbrook and of his Mother, Irene who ran the
restaurant from 1953—-1978.

Easterbrook’s have long been a part of the
Burlington/Aldershot Community and Ray’s insight into
the struggles and hardships of managing a business in Ray Easterbrook & Nicola Thomson at the restaurant

changing economic times should resonate with us all.

Monday, May |12th, 7 pm
Centennial Hall, Central Library
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President’s Message Don Thorpe

| hope everyone enjoyed Mark McNeil’s presentation in
April. Great turnout!

Here is a brief history of how Burlington developed.

Burlington was first settled by Augustus Bates in 1800.
Mohawk Chief Joseph Brant held over 3000 acres of land
here, and the settlement was first known as “Brant’s
Block.”

In 1807, James Gage purchased land from the widow of
Brant upon which he laid out a plan of subdivision that he
called “Wellington Square.”  Registered plans of
subdivision for Burlington date from 1854-1866. Some of
the streets were named after various members of the
Brant family, such as John, Elizabeth and Caroline. In
1817, there were no churches or ministers in Wellington
Square. The first settlers in this area planted wheat.
Between 1845- 1865 the area around Wellington Square
was one of the largest producers and exporters of wheat.
Burlington was a port where ships would sail in to collect
local produce. Gradually flour became an important
export and since ships were important to the life of the
area, the development of shipbuilding became a thriving
industry. Lumber was another important enterprise. By
1846, there were |7 sawmills in Nelson Township.
Three wharves extended into Lake Ontario between
Brant and Elizabeth Streets, and large quantities of grain
and lumber were shipped from here during the
nineteenth century. Rail service was provided by the
Hamilton and North Western Railway, as well as the
Great Western Railway. It also contained several stores
such as John Waldie & Co. Other businesses in the
village included two telegraph offices, several hotels,
stores and saw and grist mill.
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Burlington Bay 1855

In 1873, the communities of Wellington Square and Port
Nelson amalgamated and formed a new town known a
Burlington. It is thought to have been a corrupt form of
the name of a resort town in England called “Bridlington.”
The population numbered about 700. In 1837, an
Anglican Church and cemetery were located in the block
bounded by Ontario, Elgin, Burlington and Nelson. By
the late nineteenth century, Catholic and Methodist
churches were added.

By the twentieth century, the great grain, lumber and
shipping days were over and a new life centering around
market gardening, mixed farming, manufacturing and
quiet suburban living became Burlington’s focus. In 1915
Burlington was incorporated into a town and by 1974,
with Burlington population exceeding 100,000 the town
was incorporated as a City.
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This month’s Trivia Question: What were the names of
the three docks located along the shoreline of
Burlington?

Answer to April’s trivia question: the town water tower
was located at Maria & John.

One member remembers a different water tower which
was located in Freeman at the CNR railway - for train
use.



Membership Report Pat Taylor

Welcome to new members
Dave Gruggen

Sglvio\ Teaves and Stan
Witikowski

We now have 92 members! Tell your friends about us and maybe
we can have 100 by year end

Social Media Jennifer Kemp

Facebook- 1485
Instagram- 540
X- 59

Officers Directors Convenors Archives
(Elected) (Appointed) (Appointed) Volunteers
President Don Thorpe Programs Alan Harrington Greeting Cards Jennifer Kemp Peggy Armstrong
Vice President  Nicola Thomson Archives Joan Downey Heritage Burlington Alan Harrington David Billings
Secretary Pat Taylor Webmaster ~ Wayne Murphy Social Media Jennifer Kemp Jennifer Kemp
Treasurer Joan Downey Membership  Pat Taylor Publicity Jennifer Kemp Brenda Lee Luciw
Newsletter Joan Downey Nicola Thomson Gwynneth Richardson
Past President  Jane Ann Newson Event Planner Pat Taylor Image Specialist David Craig Pat Taylor
Outreach All Nicola Thomson




Heritage Properties Under Review joan Downey

I’'m sure you have heard that the City of Burlington has a consulting firm looking at a number of historic buildings
with the intention of having them designated under the Ontario Heritage Act. In the next few issues, we will try
to give you some history of those buildings. This is the first such article.

368 Brant Street — Jennifer Kemp

On the west side of lower Brant Street is number 368,
a two-storey white building which is dwarfed by the
Bunton Wharf Condominium. This building has a long
history of serving the public in various capacities.

The property was originally owned by the Bates family.
In 1867 the building was sold to Thomas Bell, listed as a
shoemaker who had immigrated from England. Thomas
Bell ran a shoe store in the building south of 368.

A.M. Sharpe, Merchant, bought the property in 1897 and
it was sold again in 1899 to William Wiggins. Mr.
Wiggins also ran a shoe store in the building.

In 1905, Mr. John F. Campbell purchased the property
and the vacant lot adjoining from William Wiggins and
moved his butcher shop there.

In the 20 March 1907 issue of the Burlington Gazette it
was reported that “Mr. J.F. Campbell has sold his vacant
lot on Brant Street, between his butcher shop and the
Gazette office, to Mr. Fred Parkin. We understand that Mr.
Parkin intends building a first class barber shop on the same
in the near future.”

In January 1909 it was reported that Mr. Fred Parkin
moved into his new barber shop, next to the Gazette
office. Mr. Parkin was a very young businessman at age
22 according to the Polling List. Also in 1909 Fred
married Lucy “Matilda” Partlow. The Parkins lived
above the shop.

The 1910 Fire Insurance map shows that the first-class
Barber Shop had the attraction of a Bowling Alley at the
rear. The 1916 Sewerage Works Plan shows a brick
Barber shop and Pool Room owned by F.W. Parkin.

On page 75 of Burlington: The Growing Years, author
Turcotte notes the following, “Fred Parkin who had the
barber shop and poolroom across from Waumsley’s (a
magazine and smoke shop on the east side of Brant Street)
had a well-known dog who crossed the road daily to
pick up the newspaper for his owner. The dog would
carry over carefully wrapped coins, and return with the
newspaper, occasionally putting it down for a moment
en route while he paused for an encounter with another
dog.”

The Parkins owned the property until it was sold in
1957. After several owners, in the 1980s the building
changed hands and was renovated by Joseph Collett
who for almost 20 years served memorably fine food in
Collett’s Cupboard and Restaurant.

At sometime shortly after the turn of the century this
became the home of Casteleyn Belgian Chocolatiers.
Casteleyn’s served Burlington’s sweet tooth with
exquisite chocolates until | July 2019.

In 2025 this great little shop is the home of Lingerie
D’Amour and continues to thrive in the downtown
business district. It sits right next door to The Coop,
former home of the Burlington Gazette.

However, it seems that although it met the criteria for
design and physical value this property is NOT ELIGIBLE
for designation. With the many changes over the years
it is certainly a part of our rich history and its loss would
be a blow to the downtown landscape. | understand the
consultants are revisiting their decision. What do you
think?
Photos by Pat Taylor
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West side of lower Brant Street looking north — note the Pool sign over the door of 368 and the Gazette office next door

Photo — |B Museum

Who is that? joan Downey

Do you ever look through old family photos and realize
that your children and grandchildren don’t have the
faintest idea who those people are? | realized that fact
when | was scanning family photos and | decided to do
something about it. So, | set about naming everyone
Since | was scanning, | added the names in the metadata
so that name is permanently attached to the scan.

But, you don’t need a computer to ensure
that names are attached to your photos.

Go through your family photos and identify the people
where you can and mark their names on the back of the
photo. In the case of women, include their maiden name
where it is known. Include a date if known and the
person’s relationship to you.

Example: Mary Smith (nee Brown) my Aunt Mary,
summer 1924, at Freeman Station

If you don’t know all that information, don’t worry.
Include as much as you know. Any information is
valuable to the viewer.

But, make sure you use archival acid free pens so your
writing doesn’t cause any damage to the photo. These
pens are available at Burlington Camera ($3.59) and
Amazon.ca

Your family will thank you. And, if you decide to share
photos with our BHS Archives, we will certainly thank
you too.

A great photo with no name is not so great but if you
know it's Grandmother Charlotte as a baby with her
mother, Mabel, now that’s interesting.

Isn’t this a great family photo. | love how the boy on
the right has a shirt coming untucked.

But...... we have absolutely no idea who these people
are. The donor of the photo doesn’t know either.

History forever lost.



From the Archives joan Downey

c'rty hallis open.
Joinus fora

The Burlington Spectator
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That weekend in 1986 saw a huge
fireworks display to celebrate the
opening of the newly renovated City
Hall.

Then on Monday the establishment of
the  Burlington  Spectator  was
announced, with offices at Brant and
Birch Streets.

Later the office was moved to 474
Brant Street, next to Modern Shoe
Repair. In recent years that building
housed Saigon on Brant.

The Burlington  Spectator was
discontinued in 1994 when it was
rolled into the main Hamilton
Spectator publication.

. . . Hint: if you are viewing on your computer — enlarge
This newspaper was received to the Archives recently Y gony P 8
. the page for better results.
to enhance our collection.



News from the past

This article appeared in a local newspaper on 16 May
1892. It was reprinted in the Hamilton Spectator in
2016.

Struck by the Cars
The Postmaster of Appleby Killed Near Bronte

On Saturday night James Prescotte, Postmaster at Appleby,
was driving home from Oakville when his rig was struck by
the express and he was instantly killed. The accident
occurred at the crossing a short distance west of Bronte
station about ten o’clock. Mr. Prescotte  arrived at the
crossing just as the west-bound freight train was passing and
as soon as the caboose was clear of the crossing he drove
across, but at that moment the east bound express came
dashing along on the second track and sruck the cart,
smashing it to pieces. Mr. Prescotte’s body was carried on
the pilot until the express stopped at Bronte station. The
body was terribly mangled and life was extinct. The deceased
was about forty-five years of age; he leaves a widow and eight
children. The funeral will take place on Tuesday at ten
o’clock.

After the accident the horse ran on to the house of a
neighbor, who took it home and that was the first indication
the bereaved family received of the accident.

Definition per Wikipedia - A cowcatcher, also known as
a pilot, is the device mounted at the front of a locomotive to
deflect obstacles on the track that might otherwise damage
or deradil it or the train.

A bit of research revealed the following:

The Prescott’s children ranged in age from 2 to 20 years
old. Their ninth child was born in October of 1892 and
was called James Vincent.

The 1891 Canada Census shows James Prescott’s
occupation as Blacksmith. At that time the Prescott

family is living next door to a carriage maker, Alonzo
Tufford.

In both the 1901 and 1911 Canada Census, Mary
Prescott, widow, is a Post Mistress.

1897 Canadian Stamp with image of
Queen Victoria and maple leaf in
four corners.

Postalhistorycorner.blogspot.com

Burlington Gazette, 8 April 1959

"FOLLY CONSiSTS QF
DRAWING FALSE‘

: CGNCLUSIONS”

(*Authors Name ‘Below)

Very few people realize how
great a value modern pre-
scriptions really are. Older
folks know, because they re-
member how long it used to
take to cure an illness, the
medical bill for the many
calls physicians had to make
and the 1large percentage of
patients who unfortunately
never did recover.

It is true that certain medi-
cines, because of costly in-|
gredients and expensive re-
search seem highly priced.
But now your physician makes
fewer calls, yon have much
less sickness time and more
lives are being saved. If you
are ever concerned about the
cost of any prescription, we
will be glad to show you our
system for pricing them fairly,

B .
YOUR PHYSICIAN CAN
PHONE NE 4-4411 WHEN
YOU NEED A MEDICINE

. @

Pick up your prescription if
shopping near us, or let us de-
liver promptly without extra
charge. A great many people
entrust us with their prescrip-

tions. May we componnd yours?

BURI.lNGTON
PHARMACY

413 Brant Street

Prescription Druggist
R. A. HAINSWORTH, Phm.B.
R. A. HAINSWORTH, JR.,

v B.Sc., Phm.
BURLINGTON, ONT.

*Quotation by'JoIm Locke
(1632-1704)
Copyright 1958 (2W3)

In 1963 the Hainsworths moved the pharmacy to 672
Brant Street. We know it today as Brant Arts.

R.A. Hainsworth, Jr. died in 2022 at the age of 91.
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Burlington Historical Society

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow

Membership - 2025

Membership Dues
[ -] New Member [ -] Renewal
[ -] Family $40.00 []

and understand | can unsubscribe at any time.

Adult: $30.00

Date:

Name:

Address: Postal Code:
Telephone: Email address:

[ ] Senior $25.00

|:|Yes, as a hew BHS member | wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications

Volunteer

Are you interested in volunteering with the Society! Would you like to help us in preserving the history
of our City? Tell us a bit about your talents and interests — info@burlingtonhistorical.ca

Donation

| wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of
A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more
The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR000 |

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to:
The Burlington Historical Society

Membership Convenor

PO Box 93164

1450 Headon Road

Burlington, Ontario L7M 4A3

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical
Society

OR
e-transfer funds

to | rorat
info@burlingtonhistorical.ca ﬂ

If you are a new member or there are changes to

your contact information, please email the
completed form to us at the above email
OR

Leave it at the Membership table at any General
Meeting

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca
info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
www.facebook.com/burlingtonhistory
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