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The Early Settlement of Halton County 
 

Our speaker for March is David Hobden.  If you were a member in September 

of 2017 you may recall he answered the question Where’s Merton? 

David was raised in Oakville and Burlington. In 1988 he moved to Milton 

where he continues to reside with his wife and three children. He 

considers himself fortunate to have lived almost his entire life in Halton 

County. 

Canadian history is a consuming passion for David.  He has always had an 

appreciation for our past and an acknowledgement of what it has cost 

generations before us to provide us with the society we have today. 

Join us when David takes us back in the history of Halton County. 
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contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes      Editor: Joan Downey 

This month:                    In this issue: 

 

Monday, March 10th, 7 pm 

Centennial Hall, Central Library 

 

Join us with  

David Hobden 

 

Everyone is welcome!   

Tell your friends about us 
 

President’s Message 2   

Membership Report 3 

Social Media Report 3 

BHS Executive 3 

Memories 4 

Soldiers of the Soil 5  

Burlington and the Oscars 6 

From the Archives 7 

Membership Form 8 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca


 

2 

I will start with the trivia question for this month:  The 

first covered rink was built in 1914 at a cost of $10,000.  

Where was it located? 

My family history in Burlington 

Edwin Thorpe was born in 1848 in Lands End, England. 

On board ship, emigrating to Canada, he met Elizabeth 

Anderson, en route to meeting her parents in Palermo. 

Edwin moved to Hamilton and found employment as a 

gardener and teamster for the Hendrie family. Elizabeth 

was employed as a maid in the Hendrie household. They 

saved their earnings and in 1877 married and purchased 

a farm on Plains Road, where St. Matthew’s Church now 

stands. In 1887, they bought part of the John Collinson 

farm on Maple Avenue.  

In "Farewell to the Garden of Canada" (1984), pp. 25 - 

26, Murray Fisher comments: It is doubtful if there is any 

measured mile of soil in Canada more productive than 

Maple Avenue... In addition to [its] natural productivity, ... in 

my time there was a breed of growers hard to beat for their 

love of the soil and for their industry in their occupation. As 

well as the men, whole families entered into the daily work at 

harvest time and every one seemed to take pleasure in 

maintaining the reputation of their community as an ideal 

garden of Canada. It is with great regret ... that this great 

natural asset of our country ... should be lost forever to the 

unquenchable desire to cover choice land with cement and 

macadam. Within a few miles there is land that is replaceable 

but that fact has been ignored in the scramble for dollars...  

Thorpes - Edwin the father (my great grandfather), 

followed by sons Percy (my grandfather) and George and 

grandsons Murray (my father), Allan, George and Harold, 

established a reputation as hard to beat expert fruit and 

vegetable growers for nearly 75 years on Maple Ave. 

Owing to pressure from the town and developers this 

family is out of 

business here 

(Mapleview Mall).  

 

Edwin and Elizabeth 

Thorpe seated (1935) 

Below is a picture of Edwin Thorpe’s retirement home 

built in 1905 at 1454 Birch Ave. 

Percy Thorpe (top left) 

Murray Thorpe (middle row right of trophy) 

Photos courtesy the Thorpe family 

President’s Message     Don Thorpe 
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 Welcome to our new members  
Ingrid Gowan 

Pat Walker 

Norma Gibson-MacDonald 

 

As Spring approaches help us to keep the number of followers climbing.  

The posts are a great way to keep up to date and  

to see the photos and read the stories of days gone by. 

 

Facebook-  1475 

Instagram-    529 

X-                 59 

 

Membership Report   Pat Taylor 

Social Media     Jennifer Kemp 

Officers  

(Elected) 

Directors  

(Appointed) 

Convenors  

(Appointed) 

Archives 

Volunteers 
 

President             Don Thorpe 
Vice President      Nicola Thomson 
Secretary             Pat Taylor           

Treasurer            Joan Downey 
 

Past President      Jane Ann Newson 

 

Programs        Alan Harrington 
Archives          Joan Downey 
Webmaster     Wayne Murphy 

Membership     Pat Taylor 
Newsletter       Joan Downey 
Event Planner   Pat Taylor 

Outreach         All 

 

Greeting Cards         Jennifer Kemp 
Heritage Burlington   Alan Harrington 
Social Media              Jennifer Kemp 

Publicity                    Jennifer Kemp 
 Nicola Thomson 

Image Specialist David Craig 

BHS Representative to Heritage Burlington 
  Alan Harrington  

 

Peggy Armstrong 
Jennifer Kemp 
Dorothy Kew 

Chris Mallion Moore 
Gwynneth Richardson 
Pat Taylor 

Nicola Thomson 
 

Trivia answer for 

February:  In 1965, the 

tallest building in 

Burlington was the brand 

new City Hall. 
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Memories    Joan Downey

Looking at old BHS Gazette articles sparked some 

memories for lifelong Burlington resident, Brian Hall. 

One that caught his attention was George Kush’s article 

on Tip Top Canners in our November 2024 issue.  

Brian’s words follow.  

“The reason (it caught my attention) my dad, Thomas Hall, 

was the 3rd Police Officer in Burlington (along with Sam Pier, 

Lyle Crawford to mention a couple) and his career as a police 

officer was ended on a night at Tip Top Canners when he 

confronted two robbers travelling through Burlington, got into 

a fight with the two of them and then they threw him against 

the loading dock, which faced Water Street back then, and 

his lower back was right at the level of the dock. 

Here is a picture of him with the first police cruiser and he is 

parked in front of the Brant Inn where the train tracks 

crossed over the road. 

 

The two other big fires in town of course were the bowling 

alley on Brant Street and the fire at the Basket Factory at the 

corner of Plains Road & Brant Street.  Interesting times. 

I still have fond memories of Lakeside Dairy and the ice cream 

cones after a ballgame at Lion's Park, the Good Humour ice 

cream truck behind home plate for those games or going to 

the Victoria Restaurant (now RC's) and across the street from 

Tip Top Canners.  The theatere show was located next to the 

restaurant as well.  When Elgin Corlette came to town to start 

the Boys & Girls Band, shades of George Preston & 76 

Trombones, he rented the upstairs of our house on Martha 

Street.  My two older brothers were among the first group for 

the band, along with the Thomsons, Hamseys and others.  My 

parents went door to door canvassing for money to purchase 

the new uniforms for the band,  Who knows, they probably 

did a musical play based on Elgin's  life.  Typical story which 

was played out in many small towns across North America.” 

 The Boys and Girls Band led by Elgin Corlette 

Editor’s note:  Brian was born on Martha Street in 1945, 

“no JB at that point”, and has remained in Burlington ever 

since.  Thank you, Brian,  for sharing  your memories 

with us. 

 

 

Here is another photo of the 1947 Ford 

Coupe –  

Burlington’s first cruiser. This one has Ken 

Scott in the driver's seat.  

 

They must have had a photo op day with 

the car. 

  Photos BHS Archives
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Soldiers of the Soil OR S.O.S.   Pat Taylor 

Some Background 

In the early years of the 20th century Canada was an 

agricultural nation providing an abundance of food for 

Canada with lots left for export.  At the beginning of 

WWI, Canada sent 1 million sacks of flour to Britain; 

Ontario sent 500,000 of flour and Quebec sent 4 million 

pounds of cheese.  As the war dragged on, England 

depended more and more on her colonies to provide 

food and other supplies.  Farmers were encouraged to 

increase food production – meaning farmers needed 

more workers – to have enough to send overseas with 

enough left to supply domestic needs. 

There was talk of conscription – all males 20-45 years 

of age would be subject to military service if called upon.  

Farmers pushed the federal government of Prime 

Minister Sir Robert Borden for an exemption for 

farmers and farm workers.  The government initially 

agreed but with increased casualties and decreased 

recruitment the government ended the exemption in 

April 1918. 

Soldiers of the Soil 

To fill the void of farm workers, the federal government 

assigned to the Canadian Food Board a project to 

develop a national program of adolescent male 

volunteers to work on the 

farms.  The program had a 

military feeling to it –  i.e. 

a khaki uniform, an S.O.S. 

badge.  At the conclusion 

of the enlistment period, 

a service medal and an 

“honorable discharge” 

was presented – often at 

a public ceremony.  
Photo https://canadaehx.com/ 

Even the Governor 

General, Sir Victor Cavendish, the Duke of Devonshire, 

was involved in the recruitment push.  “Thousands of 

the best and bravest of our men are now fighting on the 

battlefields of France and Flanders, and thousands more 

would willingly be alongside them if they were old 

enough to join the army.  But, if you cannot go overseas 

they have plenty of opportunities here at home.  Food 

is badly wanted. Providence has been generous to us.  

Here is an opportunity for every healthy, active lad to 

do something.  Much good work was accomplished last 

year, This year the demand is greater than ever. 

 

What young man wouldn’t want to sign up to be a 

“Soldier of the Soil” after hearing that appeal?22,385 

teenage boys, many from urban centres, enlisted for 

three months but could stay longer if the farmer needed 

him.   

Each province had a system of overseeing the program, 

including supervisors who would visit the farms.  In 

some cases the YMCA provided the supervision.   

The boys received free room and board; some spending 

money and high school students were exempt from 

classes and final exams.  They received payment of $30 

- $50 a month.  At least in New Brunswick, these wages 

were paid to the parents. 

One young lad outlined his workweek: 

Up and out to the barn by 6 AM for chores 

Breakfast at 7.  Out in the fields just after 8 

Stop for lunch.  Back in the fields 

Ready for dinner at 6 PM 

Then barn chores – finishing up around 9 

Tea and biscuit and then bed. 

Saturday afternoons and Sundays – just barn chores 

Insomnia was never a problem. 

I could only find one reference to a similar program for 

boys during WWII.  This time they stayed in group 

settings instead of on individual farms.  The Oak Bank 

Inn, on Burlington’s Lakeshore Road, was changed into 

a “Boys Camp.”     

Postcard of Oak Bank Inn, ca 1930s  BHS Archives 

In WWII there was a program for girls.  See the 

Farmerette story in the March 2021, Vol. 17, Issue 3 of 

the BHS Gazette.  Both groups have been honoured by 

a Canada Post stamp.
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Burlington and the Oscars   Joan Downey 

But first, Canadians and the 

Oscars: 

Mary Pickford was the first 

Canadian to win an Academy 

Award.   

In 1919, she co-founded United 

Artists alongside Charlie Chaplin, Douglas 

Fairbanks and D.W. 

Griffith and was also one 

of the 36 founders of the 

Academy of Motion 

Picture Arts and Sciences 

in1927. 

She was awarded the 

second Academy Award 

for Best Actress for her 

first sound film role 

in Coquette (1929).  

Brendan Fraser made 

Academy Award history 

becoming the first 

Canadian to receive an 

Oscar for Best Actor. 

Fraser, nabbed the 2023 

prize for his performance in 

“The Whale,” in which he 

played a shut-in professor 

looking to connect with his 

estranged daughter.  

Brendan has joint US/Canadian citizenship.  In this 

instance, we’ll claim him. 

Here’s a bit of history of Burlington’s contribution to 

award seasons, past and present.  

Ryan Gosling –lived in 

Burlington for a time– attended 

Lester B. Pearson High School on 

Headon Road.  He has been 

nominated 3 times for Academy 

Awards but, sadly, has never won.  

He did however win a Golden 

Globe Award for LaLa Land.  

Jim Carrey was born in Newmarket and is well-known 

for his comedic roles.  He has never been nominated for 

an Oscar but has won a Golden Globe.  Like him or not,  

he has starred in many box office hits.  The Carrey 

family lived in Burlington for 8 years and he attended 

Aldershot High School.  

Mychael Danna’s family moved to Burlington when 

he was four weeks old. Mychael is the composer of film 

and television scores. He won both the Golden Globe 

and Oscar for Best Original 

Score for Life of Pi. He has 

also won an Emmy 

Award for  his work on the 

miniseries World Without End. 

Mychael attended Nelson High 

School and credits singing in 

the Port Nelson United 

Church choir for inspiring his 

love of music.  

Steve Pilcher began working in feature film animation 

at Warner Bros in 1995. Later, with Dreamworks he 

contributed to Shrek 2 and Shrek the Third. If you have 

young children you are very familiar with Steve’s work. 

The Pilcher family lived in Burlington and Steve attended 

M.M. Robinson High School.  Steve Pilcher won a 

2025 Academy Award for his work as production 

designer for the Disney·Pixar film Brave.   
Photos – public domain 

Michael Lewis – Michael Vellekoop  

Greg Marsden 

Photo – Burlington Post 

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 

honoured developers Michael Lewis, left and Michael 

Vellekoop – not pictured is Greg Marsden.  The three 

Burlington residents were honoured for the concept, 

design and implementation of the Pictorvision Eclipse 

aerial camera technology.The technology was used for 

blockbusters like The Twilight Saga, Clash of the Titans 

and Rise of the Planet of the Apes.       

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award_for_Best_Actress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award_for_Best_Actress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coquette_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burlington,_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_score
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Globe_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Awards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award_for_Best_Original_Score
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award_for_Best_Original_Score
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_of_Pi_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primetime_Emmy_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primetime_Emmy_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Without_End_(miniseries)
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I have been helping to research for information on 

the founding of St. John’s Anglican Church on 

Dundas Street in preparation for their 190th 

Anniversary. 

The name ‘Ballykill School’ was raised as having 

been the first place of worship for this 

congregation.  It was certainly news to me. Having 

found nothing in the Archives, I emailed our 

members for input.  Many thanks to those who 

searched their memory banks for information.  In 

the Burlington Public Library digital collection of 

Nelson Women’s Tweedsmuir Collection the 

answer was found.    

This drawing is from 

the booklet The First 

150 Years, A History 

of St. John’s Anglican 

Church, Burlington, 

Ontario. 

The following is an 

excerpt from the 

article “A Second Look – Nelson’s Trafalgar” with 

a handwritten date of 1970. 

“The first schoolhouse was built on the northeast corner 

of the intersection of Guelph Line and Dundas Street 

and was called Ballykill Bay by the children, undoubtedly 

to cast aspersion on a beloved Irish Schoolteacher from 

County Antrim, the home of all the Ballys.  Then, in 

1872 a fine red brick schoolhouse with a beautiful 

belltower was built somewhat to the north and was used 

until 1951 when a union school was organized.  

The Anglicans were not pressed to build a church 

because they were able to worship at St. Luke’s, 

Burlington, south on the Guelph Line.  In 1835 however, 

they decided to strike out on their own and began 

services in Ballykill Bay Schoolhouse.  In 1938 the 

Atkinson Family, who had provided land for the 

Township Hall, again donated three quarters of an acre 

for a church and cemetery and the attractive existing 

frame building was dedicated in 1842.“ 

 

S.S. #5 Nelson replaced Ballykill Bay Schoolhouse in 

1872.   

At one time Nelson was a busy village.  On the 

northwest corner of Guelph Line and No 5 Highway 

was a General Store which was purchased by John 

Alderson about 1920. This photo was taken in 1941. 

The store burned down in 1948.  

 

On the northeast side of the Guelph Line/Dundas 

corner, about a city block east was Frank Tuck’s Garage. 

From the Archives   Joan Downey 
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Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 Membership - 2025 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 
 

Membership Dues 
 

New Member     Renewal      
 

Family  $40.00                  Adult: $30.00   Senior $25.00      
 

 

       Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 Volunteer   
 

Are you interested in volunteering with the Society?  Would you like to help us in preserving the history 

of our City?  Tell us a bit about your talents and interests – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 

OR 

e-transfer funds to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

If you are a new member or there are changes to 

your contact information, please email the 

completed form to us at the above email 

OR 

Leave it at the Membership table at any General 

Meeting 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlingtonhistory               
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