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This One Time at Band Camp

Our October speaker is Pam Robertson
Rivet. Pam joined the Canadian Armed Forces
as a musician before she had finished high school.
This led to basic training in the infantry, while
taking part in concerts, parades, and experiences
as a member of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment
(4PPCLI). Following her time in the army, she has
stayed connected to the military community (her
husband served 35 years in the Royal Canadian
Navy), most recently joining The Memory
Project.

As a speaker from The Memory Project, a
speakers’ bureau of military members and
veterans, Pam will be presenting an engaging and
short discussion of military musical history
(particularly in Canada). She'll include her
thoughts on how we can continue to make sure
the military musical traditions continue, keeping
military music alive at events such as
Remembrance Day, and wherever veterans and
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President’s Message joan Downey
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It's fall again and what is certainly my
favourite time of year. | hope you are
enjoying the Zoom presentations. Alan has

arranged for another good one this month.

Last month |
showed you an
example of the
large  posters
which we now
own. We
produced 8 of
them and since
Freeman Station
has no space,
we also are
storing the
Freeman Village
poster. There
are nine
beautiful  2x4
posters hidden
behind a filing cabinet in the Archives.
There has to be a better use for them.
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One idea — we could lend them to various
organizations to be prominently displayed
so they can be enjoyed by all. A few good
spots — Tourism Burlington, the Malls
(Burlington Centre & Mapleview), local
churches, public library branches — you get
the idea. Once permission has been
granted a rotating program could be set up.

-

But to do that requires someone to contact
the groups to obtain permission to display
the poster, deliver the posters to them and
pick them up after an agreed period of time.
All the while, keeping track of where they
are.

I’'m looking for a volunteer to handle this
program. It could be 2 volunteers: | to
make the arrangements and keep the
records and another one to do delivery and
pickup.

Depending on the length of the loan this
could be a job handled once monthly, or
even bi-monthly, with minimum effort.

It has been said
“many  hands
make light
work”. Well, it
also takes many
hands to run
successful
Burlington
Historical
Society
Programs.

Aldershot

HISTORIC BURLINGTON

| look forward
to hearing from
you.

Jean




Burlington White Oak recognized

as an Ontario Heritage Tree

by Joyce Vanderwoude
Reprinted from Urban Forest by OUFC

This majestic White Oak tree, 30 metres high and
with a circumference close to 500 cm, is quite
possibly one of the oldest and largest Quercus
alba specimens in Canada. The tree was nominated
jointly by Linda McKay of the Burlington
Horticultural Society and Jane Irwin of the
Burlington Historical Society for recognition under
the Ontario Heritage Tree Program. The two BHS
groups — the ‘Hort’ and the ‘Hist’ — together
represent almost 150 years of community activity
in Burlington. The city-owned oak, now standing by
the north shore of Burlington Bay on Allview Ave,
is estimated to be at least 300 years old.

This oak is one of Burlington’s Honour Roll trees.
Its nomination was supported by Burlington’s City
Forester Rick Lipsitt, who has worked with the

Burlington Horticultural Society over many
decades to create and maintain the Honour Roll of
heritage trees. Burlington was the first city in
Ontario to develop its own honour roll tree
program in 1975, which was based on Ontario’s
honour roll program, a Centennial project in 1967.

This White Oak was a surveyor’s benchmark in
789 for a treaty arranging the purchase, for the
British Crown from the Mississaugue nation, of a
block of land that soon afterwards became the
3450-acre parcel of land known as ‘Brant’s Block’.
For more than a century, Joseph Brant’s Block was
the basis of the subsequent development of
Wellington Square and the Village of Burlington.
Until 1957, the tree and survey line defined the
border between Aldershot and Burlington.

A brief ceremony celebrating this heritage tree was
held on Friday October 21st, 201 | with attendance
by Mayor Rick Goldring, Councillors Rick Craven
and Jack Dennison, City Forester Rick Lipsitt, MPP
elect Jane McKenna, members of the Burlington
Historical and Horticultural Societies, neighbours,
and other supporters

Ontario Heﬁtage Tree E¥
Program
Recognized Heritage Tree

White Oak
Quercus alba

Circumference: 478 cm
Height: 30m
Tracking Number: RHT-2010-143

This majestic White Oak is a distinguishable landmark
marking the former border (before 1957) between
Burlington and Aldershot. It is also associated with the area’s
first landowning settler, Joseph Brant (1742 - 1807). This
attractive oak is quite possibly one of the oldest and largest
white oak trees in the country and is believed to be a
surveyor's benchmark for the Crown Grant of the 3450-acre
parcel of land known at “Brant’s Block”. Brant's Block, for
more than a century, was the basis of subsequent
development of Wellington Square and the Village of
Burlington.



http://www.treesontario.ca/programs/index.php/heritage_tree_program/
http://www.eureka4you.com/burlington/honourroll.htm
http://www.oufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Burlington-White-Oak-recognized-as-an-Ontario-Heritage-Tree_RTH-2010-143.jpg

Munro Games joan Downey

On our Facebook feed recently was a posting by
Museums of Burlington about Munro Games, a
former Burlington business.

The game of table hockey was invented in 1932, by
the Canadian Donald H. Munro Sr., in Toronto.
Don, like so many Canadians in the depths of the
depression, was short of cash for Christmas
presents. He had a wife and three young children.
That year, the family all pitched in and made the first
table hockey game. This mechanical game was built
out of scrap wood and metal, and included used
coat hanger wire, butcher's twine, clock springs,
and lumber from the coal bin. The playing surface
had a peak in the middle and sloped down toward
each end. The players controlled levers for the
goalie and flippers for the players.t!

The story goes that a travelling salesman noticed
the game and encouraged Don to take the game
down to the local Eaton's department store. Don
did just that.

Did you know.......

The first game went in on a consignment deal. By
the time Mr. Munro got home, the game was sold
and more orders were placed. The games sold for
between four and five dollars during the 1930s. The
first recorded price was listed in the 1939-40
Eaton's Fall & Winter Catalogue where the Munro
Standard Model was advertised for $4.95.

With the rising demand for the game he opened a
facility at 2442 Fairview Street, the present location
of the Pioneer Gas Bar.

It was 1954 before Munro Games had serious
competition from Eagle Toys in Montreal. In the
1960s Munro Games and Eagle Toys were both sold
to US firms.

Today you can find a Munro Games mid-1950’s

on investment if you happen to have one in the
basement.

This story was featured earlier this year in a
“Looking Back” article in the Burlington Post

With Hallowe’en on the horizon, this may be useful information. At one time
Christians believed that lavender, placed at the entrance of a home or in a keyhole
would repel ghosts and protect against the evil eye.

A natural bug repellent, lavender was used extensively in the Middle Ages as an anti-
plague herb. It repelled the fleas that carried the disease. It was one of the essential
herbs in Four Thieves Vinegar which was said to protect from The Plague.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Depression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Depression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coal_bin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Table_hockey_games#cite_note-AmericanRestoration-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_thieves_vinegar#:~:text=Four%20thieves%20vinegar%20(also%20called,or%20distilled%20white)%20infused%20with

Freeman Station Update
Alan Harrington

When you drive along Fairview, have you noticed
anything different at Freeman Station?

SR

They have pulled their 70 year old TH&B#I
Inspection car out of storage - removed the large
tires, re-mounted the old (original) specially-made
~= - rail running wheels
- - and placed her
- back on the tracks.
The iconic TH&B
red bow-tie
badging was
carefully applied to
the side doors to
complete the look.
The «car is on
display for the
summer  season
until she is rolled

back into its metal container for the winter.

The car motor ran until 2016 but has not started
since. The plan is to get it running again - if
possible.

The Friends of Freeman Station TH&B car in
history | Friends of Freeman Station

Known nostalgically as “Sputnik” by old-time
railway enthusiasts, the car is a 1951 Chrysler
Windsor Deluxe four door sedan with a set of
specially-constructed wheels for rail travel, a six-
cylinder in-line gasoline engine and an automatic
transmission. Sorry, folks, no air conditioning, but
yes it does have a heater! The Toronto Hamilton
and Buffalo Railway president had his staff
customize the car so it could run on the TH&B
tracks, and he took it out often on inspection runs.
It was in service from June 24, 1957 to June 24,
1977, after which it was sold to the Ontario Rail
Foundation. Then eventually passed into the hands
of Rod Wilson, who donated it to FOFS. There are
very few railway inspection cars left in Canada and
only one (to our knowledge) that ran on the rails
on rubber tires

It was restored by owner Rod Wilson in 1980. It
appeared at some Train Shows and even ran on
occasion at South Simcoe Railway. In December of
2015 ownership was changed to Freeman Station

Per this website (last line) Old Time Trains
(trainweb.org) Note: There are only six known
preserved Inspection Automobiles, four CPR,
one TH&B, one GWWD. Greater Wlnnlpeg
Water District -

Photos by Alan
Harrington



http://www.freemanstation.ca/friends-freeman-station-thb-car-history/
http://www.freemanstation.ca/friends-freeman-station-thb-car-history/
http://www.trainweb.org/oldtimetrains/photos/inspection/gallery.htm
http://www.trainweb.org/oldtimetrains/photos/inspection/gallery.htm

Freeman Village - George Kush

(another installment from former Freeman
resident)

The photographer who took this photo was
standing in the Tip Top Canners’ laneway directly
behind the Sunoco station on the south west
corner of Brant and Plains Road.

The building on the left was known as Dan’s
Welding in the 1960’s but it originally was a
blacksmith’s. The windows along the side and in
front are long and low so the blacksmiths would
have lots of light while shoeing horses. It had two
forges along the north side. If you look close on the
left rear corner, you can see a real millstone. That
came from my grandparents’ home on Plains Road,
which was built on the stone foundations of
Filman’s grist mill. When | was a kid there was a
stack of cast iron horse troughs behind the
building. They were once located along Brant
Street and when the town took them up they
dumped them at Dan’s for scrap. The large building
on the right is “Eccles “X” Place”, variety store.
The store was in front. The family lived upstairs and

in back. The owner Mr. Eccles, was a fireman for
Tip Top Canners and his wife ran the store. Mr.
Eccles failed to show up for work one morning and
when Dave Hyslop went to check on him and ask
why the boilers were not up to steam, he found
him (Mr. Eccles) hanging in the basement stairway
—a suicide. After that it was purchased by Bill and
Mildreed Houghton and became “Houghton’s
Variety”. My sister worked there after school
making milkshakes and hamburgers. I've eaten
many a meal there. The Royal Bank (small white
building) was there primarily to service the local
work force, but it was torn down in the early 1950s
and nothing replaced it. The HSR & Gray Coach
bus stops were right across the street, on the east
side of Brant. If you wanted to go down to
Burlington you could only go one way: to
Lakeshore by way of Plains Road and the Guelph
Line. You can just see the west end of one of two
Glover’s warehouses. The House on the far right
was always a private dwelling. The lower right
corner marks the rear entrance to old Biggs Fruit
Warehouse, which Glovers used for warehousing

baskets. Photo George Kush




Outreach Report Joan Downey
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Well it’s now there
for all to see at Spencer Smith Park. On 6"
September 2021, this tribute to the Brant Inn was
dedicated at the west end of the park, probably on
the site of the Brant Inn’s Lido Deck.

" Birlington™
Photo by Karen Maerz

There’s our logo on the bottom left. This was
another successful joint project with Heritage
Burlington, BHS and the City. The designer was
David Craig who used several photos from the late
Ross Taylor’s postcard collection.

This is not the only BHS tribute to the Brant Inn
which is located in the park. Closer to Lakeshore
Road, also at the west end, is a huge boulder with
a plaque which was sponsored by BHS a few years
ago.

Examples of your society “out and about”
reminding residents of our rich history.

Archives Report joan Downey

Over the summer | was contacted by a member of
The Aldershot Players (TAP) board. They have
donated to us their early records, photographs and
playbills.

TAP was formed in the 1980’s in response to the
need of West Plains United Church to raise funds.
They had been given 2 years to upgrade the church
to meet the new City fire code and the cost would
be considerable. One member, Margaret Watson,
had experience in little theatre. She suggested to
the board “if the ladies of West Plains will do the
dinner side, | will put together 2 one act comedies
to run for 2 weeks on Friday and Saturday.” The
first season was in the Fall of 1986 — 35 years ago.

Well, the rest is history. It grew to where a caterer
was engaged to handle a buffet and desserts.
Opening night is always highlighted by a donation
to a worthy local cause: Animal Aid, Halton
Women’s Place, etc. On dress rehearsal nights
they invite local retirement homes. Over the years
they have been able to finance installing an elevator
to make the church

accessible_ West PLGIn;réJSn;;sé Church

The pandemic has of
course put everything
on hold but they hope
to continue with
business as usual. e

OF WEST PLUNS REFAOFIT
WRECTED B WARGATET WATSON
PRUOUCED E1: CONNA BULLE
October 16,11,23,24,30,31
To th e hext s hOW! 549 Plalns Road West, Burlington

Dlnner: 6:45 pm. Theatre: 845 p.m.

Officers Directors
(Elected) (Appointed)

Convenors Archives
(Appointed) Volunteers

President Joan Downey Programs Alan Harrington
Vice President  Rebecca Keddy Bookkeeper  Jane Ann Newson
Secretary Dobrila Kinn Archives Joan Downey
Treasurer VACANT Webmaster ~ Wayne Murphy
Membership  Rebecca Keddy
Past President  Jane Ann Newson Newsletter ~ Joan Downey
Outreach Vacant

Event Planner Pat Taylor

Peggy Armstrong
Greeting Cards Anne Wingfield Josie Hammond
Phone Committee  Elizabeth Baldwin Rebecca Keddy
Heritage Burlington Rick Wilson Jennifer Kemp
Alan Harrington Dorothy Kew

Publicity Jennifer Kemp Dobrila Kinn
50/50 Draw Frank Armstrong Chris Mallion Moore

Donna Ryan

Pat Taylor

Russ Woodley




The Burlington Historical Society

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow

Membership - 2022

Date:

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Postal Code:

Email address:

Membership Dues

[ -] New Member
[ ] Renewal

[-] Family: $40.00
[] Adult: $30.00

[ -] Senior: $25.00

|:| Yes, as a new BHS member | wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications

and understand | can unsubscribe at any time.

Volunteer

Are you interested in volunteering with the Society! Would you like to help us in preserving the history
of our City? Tell us a bit about your talents and interests — info@burlingtonhistorical.ca

Donation

| wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more
The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR000|

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to:
The Burlington Historical Society
Membership Convenor
PO Box 93164
450 Headon Road
Burlington, Ontario L7M 4A3

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical
Society

OR
e-transfer funds to é
e-Transfer
info@burlingtonhistorical.ca W -

If you are a new member using e-transfer, please
email the completed form to us at the above email
OR
Leave it at the Membership table at any General
Meeting

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca

www.facebook.com/burlington history
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