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Meet our former Mayor, Rick Goldring
Most of you may have already met our January speaker, or, if not,
you have certainly heard his name. Rick Goldring was the 28th
mayor of Burlington, serving from 2010 until 2018. Prior to his 2
terms as mayor, Rick was the city councillor for ward 5.
Rick was brought up in Burlington and attended Nelson High
School before receiving a BA in Economics from McMaster
University. Rick and his family live in Burlington.
During his time in office there were many changes in Burlington.
Join us on Zoom to hear Rick fill us in on the background of these
events.
DON’T WORRY – we will be sending out detailed instructions for how to connect to a Zoom
presentation. Please give it a try. For the time being this is the only way we can meet.
There will be time for some questions after Rick’s presentation so make notes on what you want to
ask.

January 2021 Speaker
Rick Goldring will be joining us via Zoom
11 January 2021 at 7 pm
Instructions and a link will be provided via email
prior to the meeting
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President’s Report

Joan Downey

When the lockdown of the Central Branch of Burlington Public Library was originally
put in place on 13th March 2020, we expected that we would be able to return to
normal by the summer. It didn’t happen. Then we thought in September all would
be well. We were wrong!
Now, in January 2021 we are still locked out of the History Room with very limited access to the
Archives and Centennial Hall is off limits for meetings. Will we be able to return to normal by the
Summer of 2021? Who knows?
Many local groups are moving to virtual presentations. Our Program Director, Alan Harrington, has
been searching for speakers willing and able to do online history presentations. We are honoured that
Rick Goldring has agreed to be BHS’s first online speaker.
January is the time of year when we hold our Annual General Meeting. The purpose of the meeting is
to update all members on our progress over the year; to present our financial report for the previous
year and to present a slate of proposed officers for the coming year.
This year we are going to do this a little differently. This edition of the Gazette will include updates for
our members on the various efforts and accomplishments of the society during 2020.
Then, to complete the AGM requirements, early in the New Year, our Nominating Chair, Jane Ann
Newson, will forward a proposed slate of officers for 2021. At the same time, Jane Ann as our acting
Bookkeeper, will email our financial report for 2020.
Please feel free to email us with any questions or suggestions and we will attempt to respond to you in
a timely manner.
We ask 2 things of you as members in good standing of The Burlington Historical Society:
✓ by return email, advise your acceptance of the financial statement
✓ by return email, advise your acceptance of the proposed officers for 2021
NOTE: for those who do not have email – please phone (905)336-2375 and leave a message. Please,
include your name.
I know this is not an ideal situation,
however, it is a method to permit us to
carry on with the activities of The
Burlington Historical Society.

Horse-drawn sleds on Brant Street, carrying ice cut
from the Bay, 1926 BHS Archives
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Outreach Report 2020
Community Events
As with many other things, our Outreach program was cut short due to the pandemic. The following is a report
of the events we were able to hold in 2020:
January 21
February 2
February 8
February 9
February 9
February 18
February 27
March 10

Presentation at Hearthstone Retirement Community
Topic: Villages of Burlington – Speaker Pat Taylor
Heritage Month launch at Knox Presbyterian Church
Table display & Banner
Heritage Walk Downtown Burlington
Guide – Alan Harrington
Presentation of historic plaque to Knox
Presbyterian Church at Sunday service – Jane Ann
Newson & Joan Downey
Open House Kilbride United Church – Pat Taylor
& Joan Downey, Table Display & banner
Open House Ste. Philippe Church
Heritage Month rep – Joan Downey
Presentation at Knox Presbyterian Church
Topic: John Waldie – Speaker Joan Downey
Presentation at Appleby United Church
Topic: Villages of Burlington – Speaker Pat Taylor

Photo: Joan Downey

March 16 Closures due to COVID-19 Pandemic. All events cancelled including our
monthly speakers’ meetings and all scheduled Outreach presentations.
Access to the Archives in the History Room at Central Library was severely
restricted.
Fall 2020

Provincial restrictions were relaxed somewhat which allowed us to hold the
following outdoor events, restricted to 25 participants.

October 3

A Walking Tour of Greenwood Cemetery – Guide Alan Harrington

December 5

A Walking Tour of Spencer Smith Park – Guide Alan Harrington

Photo Tom Bochsler

3

Speakers Meetings in 2020
It seems in the distant past now, but we were able to hold Speakers’ Meetings in the beginning of the
year. We enjoyed listening to the following presenters:
January 13

Trumpeter Swans, Speaker Liz Benneian, Trumpeter Swan Coalition

February 10

The Story of John Ware, Speaker Colina Phillips, Halton Black History Awareness
Society

March 9

History of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Speaker David Galbraith, Head of
Science

Walking Tours (Guide: Alan Harrington)
Heritage Month Walking Tour - In February 2020, started at Visitor Centre and went East to the
Village Square and ended up back at Different Drummer bookstore. Owner, Ian gave us a history of
the store (with the "secret" dumb waiter!!) About 20 people. Temperature was below zero.
A Walk in Greenwood – 3 October 2020 conducted a walking tour of Greenwood Cemetery starting
at the Waldie plot in the centre of the cemetery and pointing out the graves of the “movers &
shakers” of early Burlington. 20 people.
Spencer Smith Park – 5 December 2020 conducted a walking tour of the highlights in the park,
including the Sakura Cherry Tree Walk, the compass, the Lady of the Lake (did you know her name
was Vivienne?) and various landmarks. 25 people braved the chilly morning. A good time was had by
all!

BHS in print
The Burlington Post printed articles under the banner “Looking Back”. This feature was paused in
April due to the newspaper devoting its pages to the effects of COVID-19 on Burlington. It was
resumed in November with an article on the Wabasso Park bath house.

LaSalle Park Bathhouse –
Article submitted by Jennifer Kemp and
printed in the Burlington Post in
November 2020.
Photo BHS Archives
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Social Media
In January of 2020 we had 237 followers on Facebook. Thanks to efforts by Jennifer Kemp,
as of December 15th we had 373. Help to boost the numbers. Visit us and click “liked”.
https://www.facebook.com/burlingtonhistory

Projects:
Festival of Lights: The annual Festival of Lights is
again in Spencer Smith Park. In 2020, for the first
time, The Burlington Historical Society became a
“friend” of the festival. There’s our name up on the
board.
Photo Alan Harrington

Villages of Burlington: We decided to produce
brochures for each of the long ago villages. To date,
2 are ready for the printer and 3 more underway.
These brochures can be handed out to members of
the public when we are “out and about”, after
COVID, of course.
Pioneer Cemeteries: Members Dorothy Kew
and Pat Taylor are busy taking photos of all the
remaining gravestones in the Pioneer Cemeteries.
In the new year we plan to turn this into a presentation and possibly a self-guided tour with a
brochure. More details to come.
BHS Lapel Pin: Anyone who has been on one of our walking tours this fall
is familiar with the Lapel Pin. We used them to indicate members of our
walking group so, in case the Pandemic Police questioned us we could show
that we had adhered to the provincial limit of 25 people at an outdoor event.
Attend all of our historical walks and start a collection of pins!

Photo Alan Harrington

Archives Report
Although the Archives are closed we continue to receive donations of memorabilia and email enquiries
asking for information or photographs. Throughout COVID-19 most of the questions have been
resolved with only a few waiting for us to get access to the Archives files.
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Membership Report
Total membership for 2020 was 123 – Senior 71, Adult 14, Family (total number) 30, Life Members 6
and Honorary Life Members 2.
In 2020 we had 7 new members join us. Welcome.
Attendance numbers for the three meetings held in 2020 totaled 164 – January 49, February 54 and
March 61.
Membership renewals for 2021 are now being accepted. See page 8 or online for the renewal form.
Membership cards will be mailed in January 2021.

Freeman Station Report
Freeman station has been hit with closures also. However, their members are taking advantage of the
downtime to get ready for the 2021 summer season. This winter they have joined the Festival of
Lights with a light display in front of the station.

Photo Alan
Harrington

From the Past:
Burlington Gazette, March 1927 ALL DRIVERS OF AUTOS WILL BE LICENSED
On or after July 1, everyone driving a car will have to secure a license, whether he owns a car or not.
It is a piece of legislation designed to check reckless and incompetent drivers
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From the Archives

Joan Downey

In the November Gazette I included a parade photo from 1953 taken from the Sani Seal Dairy on Brant
Street. I asked if anyone knew the location or the identity of the house in the photo.
Member Joe Galea had the answer! The house, located on the southwest corner of Brant Street and
Ontario Street was the home of Dr. Weaver and Sani Seal Dairy was located at 441 Brant Street. Thank
you, Joe.
That house had a long history of housing Doctors and medical practices. First, it housed the practice of
Dr. William Richardson and, later, also his son, Dr. John Richardson.
On the deaths of the Drs. Richardson it
was purchased by Dr. T.W. Peart.
Dr. Peart served Burlington patients
during the flu epidemics in 1918 –
1920 often out night and day. In 1929
Dr. Peart sold his practice in
Burlington to Dr. W.A. Weaver, and
opened an office in the Medical Arts
Building in Hamilton. Dr. Weaver
continued to practice until the age of
91. When he retired in 1981 the
home was purchased by the City of
Burlington and demolished to permit
"a clear view of the town hall from
the north".
430 Brant Street – “The White House”
Photo: BHS Archives

Burlington Historical Society Executive 2020
Officers (Elected)

Directors
(Appointed)

Convenors (Appointed)

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Joan Downey
VACANT
Dobrila Kinn
VACANT

Programs

Greeting Cards
Phone Committee
Heritage Burlington

Past President

Jane Ann Newson

Archives
Webmaster
Membership
Newsletter
Outreach

Alan Harrington
Warren McCrea
Helen Callaway
Joan Downey
Wayne Murphy
Pat Taylor
Joan Downey
Joan Downey

50/50 Draw
Publicity

Anne Wingfield
Elizabeth Baldwin
Rick Wilson
Alan Harrington
Frank Armstrong
Jennifer Kemp

Archive
Volunteers
Peggy Armstrong
Josie Hammond
Rebecca Keddy
Jennifer Kemp
Dorothy Kew
Dobrila Kinn
Chris Mallion Moore
Donna Ryan
Pat Taylor
Russ Woodley
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The Burlington Historical Society
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow

Membership - 2021
Date: __________________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________
Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________
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