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We have a treat in store for you!  
 

Greenwood Cemetery was established in 1888 by the Greenwood Cemetery Company. In the 

2017 BHS Gazette we showcased òA Walk in Greenwoodó by Peggy Armstrong. This was a series of 15 

articles giving us the stories about some of the people who are buried in Burlingtonõs largest cemetery. 

Those articles are available on our website if you missed them or just want to read them again. 

On October 3rd Alan Harrington is going to host our first annual live  Walk  in Greenwood.   

Join Alan for a leisurely stroll through the cemetery and hear the stories of those who make it their final 

resting place. 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other 

communications and can unsubscribe at any time   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  

Information contained on our website, newsletters and 

publications is printed in good faith and for general 

purposes.   Editor: Joan Downey  
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A Walk in Greenwood  

Tour guide ð Alan Harrington 

Meet at the gates on Greenwood Drive 

3 October 2020 (Rain date ð 4 October) 

10:30 am 

Click here for tickets (free) 

https://burlington.snapd.com/events/view/1331820  

FACE MASKS ARE MANDATORY  

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
https://burlington.snapd.com/events/view/1331820
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Groups such as ours who meet monthly are having to find other ways to communicate with 

members.  As you know, your executive is working on presenting guest speakers online.  Unfortunately, 

as of this printing, we have not yet finalized that program.   

In the interim, I am excited about our first ever LIVE Walk in Greenwood.  Donõt worry if you 

miss it.  Iõm sure we can convince Alan to do a repeat performance at another time. 

So many of our favourite city events have been cancelled during this time of pandemic 

precautions.  One of those events, the 2020 Santa Claus Parade, will not be held.  Iõll miss seeing the 

Teen Tour Band marching curb to curb down Brant Street.  Does it give you goose bumps too? 

One of the few winter events which will continue as usual is the Festival of Lights.  This year, BHS 

will be providing our support by participating in the Lakeside Festival of Lights as a Festival Friend.  Look 

for our name as a sponsor on the website and on the board at the park entrance.  

 

Did you know?   

The First ever Peaches grown in Canada were grown in Burlington. 

While weõre not Georgia and donõt have the noble peach festooning 

our licence plates, it is true that the first ever peach grown in Canada was right 

here in our city. To be more specific, the Grindstone Creek watershed in the 

cityõs south-west end. In the early days, farming is what Burlington was all 

about.  In fact, in the early twentieth-century agriculture was so important here, 

that we were declared the Garden of Canada. 

That fact was found on the Burlington Optometery website by new member and archives 

volunteer Rebecca Keddy.  Thanks, Rebecca. 

Presidentõs Report  Joan Downey 
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My Motherõs Family ð The Browns   Betty Stubbs 

  

George E. Brown, my grandfather, lived in Peel County, at a place called Streetsville. His father, I 

was told, was born in Wales. He married my grandmother Wilhelmina (Minnie) McPherson on February 

16, 1887. Her mother was born in Perth, Scotland. They lived on a farm in Streetsville and had eight 

children, six girls and two boys: Flora, Edith, Luena (Molly), Lillian, Evelyn, Bessie, Gordon and Howard. 

Howard died as a baby and was buried in Streetsville Anglican Church cemetery. 

In 1908, when Bessie the youngest was one year old, they moved by horse and wagon to Nelson 

Township at Port Nelson to a house and store on the south east corner of Guelph Line and Lakeshore 

Highway. It took them two days to arrive at Port Nelson, stopping overnight at a friendõs house on 

Highway 5, Dundas Highway. My mother, Catherine Lillian was 13 years old when she moved. 

My grandparents operated 

the grocery store and the Port 

Nelson post office. At one time the 

girls operated a tea room at the 

same place. Groceries were 

ordered by residents in the area of 

Roseland and Lakeshore Highway 

and delivered by wagon and horse. 

William McPherson, my 

grandmotherõs brother, lived on 

the Lakeshore Highway in Oakville 

at the corner of Brock Avenue and 

Lakeshore. He often rode the 

radial car which travelled along the 

north side on New Street through east Burlington. He would travel with his daughter, Isabel to Guelph 

Line, and walk down to the store to visit his favourite sister, her husband and family. Isabel had two 

younger brothers at home, but loved to visit her cousins at Port Nelson. 

My father may have met my mother at a local dance or on a visit to the store and they married 

on February 5, 1919. When they lived on Water Street (Lakeshore Highway), my father built a covered 

seat at the street entrance to our house. The 

only girl in the Brown family who drove a car 

was Aunt Bessie. She delivered groceries in 

later years by car and picked up the mail for 

the post office from the Freeman train 

station on Brant Street, north of Fairview 

Street. When my two brothers were young, 

they would sit on the bench near the street 

waiting for a ride to the train station and 

back again with Aunt Bessie. 
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There were always extra persons 

hanging around the store and sitting on the 

long veranda on the northwest side of the 

house. The store and house were close to the 

lake. There was another house closer to the 

lake behind my grandparentsõ place. I 

remember a family named Cotter lived there.  

 

The Cotter Cottage showing steps down the bluffs to the frozen lake. 

L-R George E. Brown, maybe Betty, Wilhelmina, date unknown 

 

A road extended from the highway to the bank of the lake. In the early days of the mid-1800õs 

there was a wooden dock at this point where grain was shipped by boat. On busy days Guelph Line had 

a stream of horse-drawn carts waiting to unload 

produce. The dock was destroyed in a storm in 

1910. 

My grandfather died in 1931 and his wife 

in 1925. Most of the family had married and left 

home except Flora, Molly and Bessie, who 

moved to another home off Lakeshore Road and 

later to Torontoõs east end. 

 

 

 
The Brown girls at Port Nelson 

Transcribed from òMy Life Storyó  

by Betty Stubbs (1928 -2018) 

Accession 2018.22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    An early advertisement from the    

       Burlington Gazette, date unknown 
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Burlington Reeves -  Part VIII  
William Charles Kerns  (21 Sept 1874 ð 1 March 1937)   Reeve 1900-1905 

Our previous chapter was about Ellis H. Cleaver, Sr., Reeve in 1898.  After Cleaver, Richard G. 

Baxter served in 1899.  Baxter had previously served as Reeve in 1883-1886. His life was covered in Part 

III of this series. 

From 1900-1905, the Reeve of the town of Burlington was William Charles Kerns , the son of 

William W. Kerns and Ellen Morrison.  His father, also William, was our second Reeve (see Part II), 

serving from 1879-1882.   

At the time Canada was still in the process of becoming the country we have known in our 

lifetime.  On 1 September 1905 Alberta and Saskatchewan were partitioned out of the Northwest 

Territories to become the eighth and ninth provinces. Canada remained a country of 9 provinces until 1 

March 1949 when Newfoundland became the 10th province.   

In Burlington, William Charles must have been a very reliable and popular young man to hold 

such an important position in the community at the age of 26. But, despite his young age, the population 

of the town showed confidence in him by re-electing him 

to the position for 5 years running.   

When elected as Reeve of the Village of Burlington, 

William was single and living at home with his parents. His 

occupation was listed as Merchant in the 1901 Census.  It 

is likely that, in addition to serving as Reeve, he was in 

business with his father, owner of the General Store and a 

grain merchant. Also living at home with the parents was 

Williamõs brother Frederick, a barrister.  I would guess 

that the dinner table conversation was rather lively ð a 

former Reeve, a serving Reeve and a Barrister. Poor 

mother wouldnõt have had a chance to get a word in.    

                       Waldie General Store, later owned by Wm. W. Kerns 

On the 15 September 1904, at the residence of the brideõs father, William Charles Kerns, age 30, 

and Helen Clark Hurd, age 26, were married by the Reverend Anderson. The couple established their 

home in the village and over the years had 6 children: 3 girls and 3 boys: Marguerette Sylvia (1905- ), 

Helen Dorothy Constance (1908-1959), Eva Ellen (1910- ), Frederick William (1911-1961), Stanley Scott 

(1913-1972), Keith M. (1916-2005). 

By the time of the 1921 Canada Census it appears that William, age 47, has retired.  His 

occupation is recorded as ògentlemanó which usually indicates living on the fruits of oneõs labour.   

William Charles Kerns died on 1 March 1937 at the age of 62. He died at the Muskoka Hospital 

for Consumptives.  The cause of his death was Pulmonary Tuberculosis. He had been in that sanatorium 

for 2 years & 2 months.  

William is buried in the Kerns family plot in Greenwood Cemetery, Burlington.  Buried with him 

is his wife Helen who died in 1966 and all 3 of their sons.  
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Their daughter Helen Dorothy is also buried in Greenwood ð in the Teasdale family plot. She 

was married to Frank Teasdale.   

I find it interesting that of the six children, only 2 daughters married.  One daughter, Marguerette 

Sylvia, and all the sons remained single throughout their lives. 

Joan Downey, 2020 

 

 

  


