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The Trumpeter Swans
If you recall, we had a snowstorm on 11 November 2019. Our scheduled speaker, Liz Benneian of the
Trumpeter Swan Coalition was snowed in at her home in Vineland. Our member Pat Taylor jumped in
and presented “Villages of Burlington”. Although only a few members braved the weather to attend, I
know they enjoyed Pat’s talk and maybe found out something
about long ago villages. Thanks, Pat.
We are going to give it another try. Liz Benneian has agreed
to present at our upcoming January meeting.
The first trumpeter swans to mate in the wild and migrate
in Ontario in more than 100 years came to LaSalle Park in
Burlington with their six cygnets in 1993.
We are very lucky to have a harbour at LaSalle Park
which is perfectly situated to provide shelter from the
cold north and easterly winds; it has a beach area where the
swans can rest; there is an abundance of aquatic plants for them to feed on and the water
is shallow enough near shore for them to tip to feed. I found out from their website that they don’t
dive. Check out the website for more info http://www.trumpeterswancoalition.com/http://www.trumpeterswancoalition.com/

Join us 13 January 2020 at 7 pm, Centennial
Room, Burlington Public Library, Central Branch
**Note: There will be a short Annual General
Meeting prior to our speaker
Our next meeting will be 10 February 2020
7 pm, Burlington Public Library, Central
Branch
Our speaker will be Colina Philips, of the
Halton Black History Awareness Society;
subject John Ware

In this issue
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President’s Report
2
Membership Table
2
Outreach
3
Burl. Concert Band 4, 5
Freeman Update
6
From the Archives
6, 7
Heritage Happenings
7
BHS Executive
7
BHS Membership
8

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained
on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith and for general purposes.
Editor: Joan Downey

President’s Report

Joan Downey

I have recently returned from a trip to Manchester, UK where I witnessed the graduation of my
granddaughter from Manchester University. We spent a week in the area so we had an opportunity to
walk the centre of Manchester (many times) and take in the highlights.
On one side trip, we travelled to a nearby Cheshire
village to visit the village church. My paternal
ancestors were residents of the village and
members of the church. My 2xgreat grandfather
was christened in that church in 1823. In fact, I
touched the actual baptismal font which would have
been used.
This church was built in 1343. (No – that is not a
typo.) With a lot of loving care it still serves as the
village church.
It raised goose bumps to realize I was sitting in a pew and touching items which may have been touched
by my ancestors 2-300 years ago! My ancestors probably climbed those stairs and opened that door for
a Sunday service in 1700. Wow!
Photos by Kerri Preston

Membership Table

Pat Taylor
Don’t forget – it’s time to renew your membership for
2020. There is a membership form on the back of
this newsletter which you can print and fill in to
speed up the process. Payment with cheque or
correct currency would be appreciated.
Ask your friends if they would like to join us. The
more the merrier.
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Outreach Report

Joan Downey

This is a good time to review our Outreach efforts for 2019 –
- 1 February – the BHS Banner was set up for the launch of Heritage Month at St. John Anglican
Church on Dundas Street.
- 2 February – Alan Harrington led an Historic Downtown walk. (Yes, it was cold but 40 people
walked with Alan.) If you missed it you have an opportunity to join Alan this February 8th.
- February Thursdays – the History Room at Burlington Public Library was open for visitors
- 7 February – Joan Downey presented Pioneer Families at BPL
- 20 February – Pat Taylor presented The Villages of Burlington at The Salvation Army on Prospect
- 19 March – Joan Downey presented Garden of Canada at The Williamsburg
- 19 March – BHS had a table and sold books at BPAC for Remembering the Brant Inn
- 6 May – BHS had a table at BPAC for Burlington Remembers Juno 75
- 12 June – Pat Taylor presented The Villages of Burlington at Burlington East Presbyterian Church
- 5 August – BHS had a table and sold books at LaSalle Park for Joseph Brant Day
- 10 August – BHS had a table at the One World One Family Conference at the Church of the
Latter Day Saints Family History Centre in Hamilton
- 13 August – BHS attended the Donors Preview at Joseph Brant Museum
- 12 September – BHS attended the retirement get together for longtime Director of Museums,
Barbara Teatero at Ireland House
- 18 September – Pat Taylor presented The Villages of Burlington at Burlington Public Library
- 28 September – BHS had a table at Freeman Station for Doors Open Burlington
- 19 October – BHS had a table and sold books at Waterdown Book Fair
- 24 October – Pat Taylor pesented The Villages of Burlington to Central Burlington Women’s
Probus Club (this was our largest group yet at 200+ women attending)
- 11 November – BHS laid a wreath at the Cenotaph during the Remembrance Day service
- 13 November – BHS attended a reception for the unveiling of the Donor’s Wall at Joseph Brant
Museum
Whew! I think we need a break. But, not for long.
Our first scheduled Outreach event for 2020 is scheduled for
21 January at Hearthstone By The Lake. Pat Taylor will present
our most popular talk – The Villages of Burlington.
In case you are wondering, yes, we are working on some new
presentations for 2020.

Photo – Linda Ploen & Joan Downey at BPAC for
Burlington Remembers Juno 75 – unknown photographer

3

The Burlington Concert Band –

Joan Downey

In 1988, The Spectator wrote: “Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Sailor – plumbers, doctors
and pharmacists. They’ve got all kinds playing with the Burlington Concert Band
– students and retirees, professionals and amateurs, old and young. What holds
them all together is their love for performing music…..”
2019 marks 110 years since the original band was formed. In 1908, the
Burlington Village Council approved a $50 grant to the Burlington Band on two conditions: that they give
ten weekly concerts in Gore Park; that the instruments purchased by public subscription be delivered to
the Village Property Committee for safe keeping. Pleasant evening concerts were held on summer
evenings in the park on Water Street (Lakeshore Road) between Elizabeth and Pearl Streets.
On Oct 31, 1914 the Town Council gave $6.70 to the Burlington Citizens’ Band for escorting volunteer
soldiers to the Freeman Station as they left for war. Then, in 1915 Council granted a request for a
bandstand to be built in Gore Park. During this period the bandmaster was Herbert Tufford.
Council supported the band until
1919 when they requested that all
instruments be tuned over to the Fire
Department. From that time it was
known as the Burlington Firemen’s
Band. A returning WWI veteran,
Tom Waumsley became bandmaster.
The Firemen’s band continued until
the late 1920s when the band was
taken over by the Canadian Legion
and it continued with the Legion until the late 1940s.

Joseph Brant Museum 1919

In 1947 the Chamber of Commerce invited
Elgin Corlett to organize a boys and girls
band. In 1949 the Boys and Girls Band and
the Concert Band came under the new
Musical Society of the Town of Burlington.
At this time a bylaw for a band tax of one
half mil was approved by the ratepayers to
maintain a community instrumental musical
organization – the Burlington Musical
Society.
BHS Archives 1932

The 13th March 1957 issue of the Burlington Gazette announced that a group, was founded “to meet the
needs of a senior band for the enjoyment of Live Concert Band Music”. Of course, this was not a new
group but a continuation of the group started in 1908. Directed by Elgin Corlett, the “new” Burlington
Concert Band gave its first concert in the new arena.
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In 1963 the town took over the
new Music Centre in Central
Park. Lt. Col. Cliff Hunt (retired
Director of Music for Canada’s
Armed Forces) was hired to
develop
and
direct
the
Burlington Concert Band.
On Lt. Col. Hunt’s retirement
in 1998, the baton was passed to
Don Allen, who in addition to a
long career in and out of military
music had spent 21 years as
Director of Music with the Teen Tour Band.

BHS Archives 1988

Today, under Zoltan Kalman’s direction, the Burlington Concert Band continues to entertain.
The band traditionally gives an End of Summer concert at the bandshell in Central Park and a Christmas
Concert. This year they added a free Children’s Concert on October 11th in the Music Centre which
included a medley of music from Pixar movies.
Their most recent concert was the Christmas Concert at Burlington Performing Arts Centre on 11
December 2019. A portion of the proceeds from this concert were donated to the Burlington Food
Bank.
The next concert is the Valentine Concert, scheduled for 7 Feb 2020. Details will be
announced closer to the concert date.
To learn more about the Burlington Concert Band, please visit their website
https://burlingtonconcertband.ca/about-us
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Freeman Station Update

Ron Danielson

2019 was a great year at Freeman Station. By year end almost all restoration has been
completed. Completion of the emergency staircase for the basement allowed us to
open the whole station, without restriction, to the public.
With the floors installed in all but the portico, we were open for visitors from May on
and had hundreds attend from both the
local area and afar. Major events on
Canada Day and Doors Open were
well attended.
The portico floor is now complete. Freeman Station will
be open to the public on Saturdays, and Holiday Mondays
starting in late April.
Work on the diorama in the basement is steadily
progressing and it now is starting to visually depict the
area around the station in 1925.
Friends of Freeman Station thanks the Burlington
Historical Society for your ongoing support which has
been instrumental in the restoration and success of the
station. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and best
wishes for a healthy, happy and fulfilling New Year in
2020.
Ron Danielsen
President
Friends of Freeman Station

From the Archives

Photo by Alan Harrington

Joan Downey

What an exciting time to be part of the BHS Archives Volunteer Team!
This month we had a large donation of records from Diane Stratford (nee Toomer). Diane was born
and raised in Burlington. There are generations of Toomers in Greenwood Cemetery. Diane is in the
process of downsizing and she brought us many binders of family history (and Burlington history) for all
her related families. She also brought a few historical items. It will take considerable time to sort through
it all but you can look forward to seeing some of the items displayed on the Archives Table at future
meetings.
Then we arranged to pick up an old map of the Village of Burlington from Isabella Guthrie-McNaughton.
Both Isabella and her husband Scott were brought up in Burlington.
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In a previous newsletter I talked about donations from Marlene Scales (nee Alton). In her downsizing
she came across a 1926 edition of Webster’s dictionary. Wait
until you see it – at least 8 inches thick! Marlene had previously
donated her father’s Goad Map Book. That treasure was sent
to a conservator. She performed her magic and the book will be
on display at the January meeting.
If you are downsizing or just cleaning out, don’t forget…..the
volunteers at The Burlington Historical Society Archves will
take good care of your documents and photos and preserve the
memories for future Burlington generations. Or consideer just
lending us your photos to scan for sharing in our digital collection.

Heritage Happenings
Lunar New Year Celebration

Victorian Christmas

Burlington Performing Arts Centre
Saturday,
18 Jan 2020
1 pm - 4:30 pm

Bronte Creek Provincial
Park until 5th January 2020

https://burlingtonpac.ca/events/the-year-of-the-rat/

http://brontecreek.org/index.php/thepark/featured-events/christmas-1.html

Step back in time to the
1900s

Burlington Historical Society Executive
Officers (Elected)

Directors (Appointed) Convenors (Appointed)

Archive Volunteers

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Joan Downey
Don Crossley (interim)
Pat Taylor
Alan Harrington

Past President

Jane Ann Newson

Programs
Archives
Webmaster
Membership
Newsletter
Outreach

Peggy Armstrong
Jennifer Kemp
Dobrila Kinn
Chris Mallion Moore
Donna Ryan
Pat Taylor
Russ Woodley

Alan Harrington
Joan Downey
Wayne Murphy
Pat Taylor
Joan Downey
Joan Downey
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Greeting Cards
Anne Wingfield
Phone Committee
Elizabeth Baldwin
Heritage Burlington Rick Wilson
50/50 Draw
Vacant
Publicity
Jennifer Kemp

The Burlington Historical Society
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow

Membership - 2020
Date: __________________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________
Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply)
⃝ New Member

⃝ Family: $40.00

⃝ Renewal

⃝ Adult: $30.00

⃝ Senior: $25.00

⃝ Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications
and understand I can unsubscribe at any time.

Volunteer
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s)
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH
MEMBERSHIP - SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR TELEPHONE COMMITTEE

Donation
I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________
A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more
The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001
Mail completed form and remittance(s) to:
The Burlington Historical Society
Membership Convenor
PO Box 93164
1450 Headon Road
Burlington, Ontario L7M 4A3
www.burlingtonhistorical.ca
info@burlingtonhistorical.ca

OR
Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting.
Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society.
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www.facebook.com/burlington history
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