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A NIGHT AT THE RACES
Which North American city has held Marathon Road Races for the
longest time running?
1. Boston?
3. San Francisco?
2. New York?
4. Burlington & Hamilton?
You’re right - #4! The Around the Bay
Road Race has been held in Burlington &
Hamilton continuously since 1894.
Anna Lewis will give us the inside scoop on this race which begins and
ends on York Blvd. in Hamilton.
A bit of Burlington trivia – Gwelda Garnham, in her book, The Burlington I
Remember, mentions Tommy Longboat and others training on Maple
Avenue. Tommy was from the Six Nations near Caledonia. He won this
race in 1906 and went on to win the Boston Marathon in 1907.
Photos: www.bayrace.com/history

Then, as the evening progresses, our first speaker will pass the baton for Part II of our Night at the
Races.
On July 13, 1980, a different kind of marathon came to Burlington.
On that day, the Marathon of Hope came through our town.
Craig Gardner, Chair of the Burlington
Terry Fox Run will fill us in on the annual
run to commemorate this brave event and
to raise money for Cancer Research.
The statue is in Spencer Smith Park – west
end.
The book is Terry Fox’s log book. If you
get our your magnifying glass you can see
Burlington is the second entry on the page.
Terry Fox photos by Alan Harrington
BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained
on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith and for general purposes.
Editor: Joan Downey

President’s Report

Joan Downey

I would like to solicit your input. The Burlington Historical Society needs a
project. You are a diverse group with many interests. What would you like
to see your Historical Society contribute to remember the history of the
community? And, remember Burlington stretches from the lake to Kilbride
and from Burloak to Hamilton. Is there an historical event or a building
(like the Brant Inn) which is no longer there which should be remembered?
Or, maybe we need to commission another book – is there a subject which
we need to cover?

Do you have any ideas? Our three books:
Pioneer Days, The Growing Years and Pathway
to Skyway cover our history from the beginning
up to the Skyway. And, the Brant Inn has been
well remembered with books, a DVD and a
plaque in Spencer Smith Park.
Are the ideas just flying through your head?
Well then, please send us an email
info@burlingtonhistorical.ca . We don’t need a
fully fleshed out project, just jot down your
ideas. If you don’t want to email, please write
your ideas down and pass them to a member of
the Executive at the next meeting.

You will notice the meeting announcement and table of contents is missing from the front page. Well – double bills take
more room so it got bumped to page 2.

Join us for A Night at the Races
21 October 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial Room,
Burlington Public Library, Central Branch
Everyone is welcome! Bring your friends.
Our next meeting will be November 11, 2019
7 pm, Burlington Public Library,
Central Branch
The BHS will lay a wreath at the
Cenotaph during the Remembrance
Day Service
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Outreach Report

Joan Downey

Pat Taylor presented Villages of Burlington for the Burlington Public Library on September 18th. It was
very well received. This is proving to be our most popular presentation. Pat has given it a number of
times.
On 24th September, Jane Ann & I met with Halton Heritage Services. We discussed a number of areas
where they may be able to help us with their expertise. More about that in a later Gazette.

Following up on our Night at the Races – this photo shows winner Jim Duffy (1912) on the bridge over
Burlington Canal. Photo courtesy Hamilton Public Library

Membership Table
Welcome to new members:
Ray Cummins
&
Bill Long

Pat Taylor
The addition of these 2 new members
brings our total membership up to

120
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Burlington Reeves

Part III – Richard Graham Baxter (27 Sep 1850 – 14 Feb 1926)
Reeve 1883-1886
Richard Graham Baxter was born in Nelson Township,
Halton County (likely in Lowville) in 1850, the son of
Thomas Baxter and Amanda Kaitting.
Richard’s father Thomas was a well know businessman in
early Wellington Square. One of three piers in early
Wellington Square was known as Baxter’s pier.
When Thomas married Amanda in 1843 he gave his
address as Balsam Lodge, Freeman. That house is still
standing today at 2290 Queensway Drive.
Richard was brought up in this house.
Richard commenced his business career in Buffalo in 1868 as the principal partner in the firm of Baxter &
Blackmore, grain dealers. He was just 18 at the time. Later he moved to Burlington and we assume he carried on
as a grain dealer/merchant, possibly in his father’s business.
He was elected Reeve in 1883 and served for three years. He was elected again in 1899. At the end of 1899
“owing to increasing business cares, I will be compelled to retire from the office of reeve at the end of the present
year”.
At some point, he was responsible for opening the first bank to locate in Burlington. It was a private one owned
by Richard Baxter and Company located on the southwest corner of Brant and Water Streets.
One legacy of Baxter’s time in office – in The Burlington Gazette of 25 Feb 1899 it was reported that Reeve Baxter
was instructed to purchase the Gore property between Water and Princess Streets for the purpose of turning it
into a public park. The amount to be paid - $1500. Princess Street is gone but it is believed that this park was
located across from what is now Emma’s Back Porch.
Shortly after leaving public office, the Baxters moved to Bridgeburg, Ontario.
At the time, Bridgeburg & Fort Erie were without banking establishments of
any kind. Richard established a private bank. Within a few years the
chartered banks began to open in the area. Baxter later established the first
customs brokerage business. The Bridgeburg Review in their obituary state
“he was a keen business man but fair in all his dealings”.
Richard Baxter married twice: the first time in 1879 to Emma Harriet
Douglass. Emma died in 1913 and Richard remarried in 1916 to Emily Frances
Cattley. There is no indication in the records that there were any children in
either marriage.
Richard died in Bridgeburg at the age of 75. He was survived by his widow &
one brother. He is buried in Luton Cemetery, Malahide Elgin County in the
plot adjoining that of his first wife, Emma Douglass.
www.findagrave.com
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From the Archives

Joan Downey

We received 2 donations in the past month:
Anne Wingfield passed on a number of documents and brochures of
interest, some from the City of Burlington. Included in the newspapers
were some political ads, including this one to Re-Elect Anne as Chair of
the Burlington Hydro-Electric Commission.
Marlene Scales donated some interesting items. Marlene is the daughter of
Thomas Gordon Alton. One item included in this donation is an original
insurance map book dated 1924 which belonged to her father. It is
not in very good shape but it will be on display once some restoration
work is done.
One of our newest members is also our newest Archives volunteer. Dobrila Kinn has been assisting
with accessioning and cataloguing our latest acquisitions.

As you know, our mandate is to collect photographs and documents of Burlington’s past. But recently
we received an item outside that scope which has ties to Burlington and to the Burlington Historical
Society. Peggy Armstrong has donated Les’ Lions’ Club vest which is just covered with pins from other
Lion’s clubs. Les was only a member for a brief time in the 70s, however, his brother, Frank, has been a
Lion for more than 60 years. Frank is a
BHS member and attends our meetings.
Recently, I met with Terry Bowker,
Secretary of the local chapter. He gave me
a tour and filled me in on the history. Over
the years many of our prominent citizens
have been Lions. At one time (1928/29)
Lloyd D. Dingle was Secretary Treasurer.
In 1931 he was Burlington’s Mayor. Terry
gave me copies of correspondence signed
by Dingle where he was desperately trying
to get the members to bring in letterhead
and envelopes to be used for club
correspondence. One of his letters is
written on Glover Basket Company
letterhead, another on O.W. Rhynas and Son Limited letterhead.
At the club hall there is a display case filled with memorabilia from times past and they have a collections
of flags from Lions’ Clubs all over the world.
Les’ vest will be on display at out October meeting.
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Freeman Station Update

Alan Harrington

The Joseph Brant Museum opened officially on September 15 to tell "the story" of
Burlington.
Part of that story includes transportation and the movement of goods & people in
and out of town.
The old "Burlington" sign from Freeman Station is featured prominently on the wall
as visitors enter the gallery.
Other Burlington artifacts are also proudly displayed in the section.
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Mystery Photo

Joan Downey

Bill Kemp (Jennifer’s dad) thought the building
housed either chickens or pigs. Right on both
counts!
I asked Keith Thornborrow, former Aldershot
resident, for help with this one. His response
follows:
It’s Bowron’s Battery, a large Chicken Barn….It and a
lot of chickens were destroyed by fire in the 1950s.
….We watched it burn from “our” house
on Waterdown Road. It was very windy that night and flaming embers were carried high in the
sky….Never rebuilt ..... a fellow kept pigs in the concrete foundations after the fire for a
time.....the adjacent Bowron factory became Allan Candy Co.....Keith

Heritage Happenings
How about a visit to the
Halton County Radial
Railway Museum? It’s up
Guelph Line, north of Hwy
401.

Or, what about a walking tour of Downtown
Hamilton with The Lady Hamilton Club? The
next tour is October 11th. The tours are free
but you need to
register

Burlington also had radial rail lines in times gone
by.
It was a radial line which came from
Hamilton and crossed in front of the Brant Inn.
https://hcry.org/history/
https://ladyhamiltonclub.com/

Burlington Historical Society Executive
Officers (Elected)

Directors (Appointed) Convenors (Appointed)

Volunteers

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Joan Downey
Don Crossley (interim)
Pat Taylor
Alan Harrington

Past President

Jane Ann Newson

Programs
Archives
Webmaster
Membership
Newsletter
Outreach

Peggy Armstrong
Jennifer Kemp
Dobrila Kinn
Chris Mallion Moore
Pat Taylor
Russ Woodley

Alan Harrington
Joan Downey
Wayne Murphy
Pat Taylor
Joan Downey
Joan Downey
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Greeting Cards
Anne Wingfield
Phone Committee
Elizabeth Baldwin
Heritage Burlington Rick Wilson
50/50 Draw
Publicity
Jennifer Kemp

The Burlington Historical Society
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow

Membership - 2019
Date: __________________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________
Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply)
⃝ New Member

⃝ Family: $40.00

⃝ Renewal

⃝ Adult: $30.00

⃝ Senior: $25.00

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand
I can unsubscribe at any time.

Volunteer
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s)
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH
MEMBERSHIP - SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR TELEPHONE COMMITTEE

Donation
I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________
A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more
The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001
Mail completed form and remittance(s) to:
The Burlington Historical Society
Membership Convenor
PO Box 93164
1450 Headon Road
Burlington, Ontario L7M 4A3
www.burlingtonhistorical.ca
info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
www.facebook.com/burlington history

OR
Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting.
Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society.
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