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“On June 6, 1944, the First Canadian Army, with Americans on one flank and British on the other, 

attacked the German stronghold on the northern French coastline of Normandy.  The success of the 

assault on Juno Beach was assured by the tenacity and dedication of men, like those from Burlington. 

….Burlington was still very much a rural town when war was declared again in September 1939.  The 

population had grown to about 3,500 and over 600 enlisted, this time in either the Army, Navy or Air 

Force, also known as the Canadian Active Service Force (CASF).  Tanks, planes, ships and submarines 

were virtually unheard of in the Great War but played pivotal roles in the outcome of the Second World 

War . 

….The Peel, Dufferin, Halton Regiment (later the Lorne Scots) was formed to give local identity to Army 

recruits, unlike the numbered battalions of World War One.  Practice took place near the Old Town 

Hall on Elizabeth St., and on open ground near where Joseph Brant Hospital is today. 

….War dragged on for six years and 44 of Burlington’s heroes were among the many Canadian war 

dead.” 

Quoted with the author’s permission from the book “We Were Just Doing Our Bit” by Ed Keenleyside, ©2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newspaper clipping from 7 June 1944 

D-Day + 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On the Homefront           Photo BHS Archives 

 

About 50 women and 3 men worked at the 

TW Hand Fireworks Co. plant on Caroline 

Street at Clarke Avenue, sewing and testing 

parachutes used to drop flares.  The factory 

later became the home of Susan Shoes.  

Today it is a private residence. 

  

 

Today    
 Photo: The Canadian Encyclopedia 

     Today, there is a spectacular monument 

to Canada’s wartime sacrifices in France – 

the Juno Beach Centre.   Located in Courseulles-sur-Mer in France, the creation of the centre was 

spearheaded by D-Day veteran and Burlington resident, Garth Webb. 

This centre welcomes thousands of visitors every year and this anniversary year promises to set records.  

Among the visitors will be Burlington Mayor, Marianne Meed Ward.   

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 
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info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith 
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http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca

