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Where’s Merton?
You may be aware there was a Merton in Trafalgar Township in
the early 1880s which stretched east and north from what is now
the intersection of the QEW and Bronte Road.
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However, while researching Canada’s records for post offices and
postmasters in Library and Archives Canada records, our
September speaker, David Hobden, found reference to a Merton
in Nelson Township. It had a post office from 1852 until 1859.
Unfortunately, the record gave no location for the village. This
led to more research with Merton finally located on a map from
1858.

Canadian History is a consuming passion
for our David. His principle research
area is early Canadian Military history.
His collecting interest, beyond early
Canadian military correspondence,
includes the postal history of Halton
County, concentrating on the pioneering
period between 1815 and 1860.

Heritage Burlington Update 7

Information contained on our website,
newsletters and publications
Is printed in good faith and for general
purposes.

Photo courtesy of Bob Chambers

Join us and bring a friend

October Meeting

Monday, Sept 11th, 2017
7:00 pm
Topic: Where’s Merton?
Speaker: David Hobden

Monday, Oct. 16th, 2017
Topic: History of the Burlington Fire
Department
Don’t miss this one!

President's Report

Jane Ann Newson

Sixty seven members and guests joined us at our recent May General Meeting.
Our featured speaker , Cian Horrobin , from The Monarchist League of Canada
was very well received and held everyone's attention with his presentation. Thank
you Cian!
Photo courtesy of
Alan Harrington

As our May General Meeting
was the last one until
September, we had a "double"
celebration - "love your Hood"
plus a great speaker and topic.
Everyone got involved and here
is proof of what transpired after the meeting to
honour an early Canada 150 gathering.

Photo courtesy of Tom Bochsler

Many thanks to Joy McIntosh and June Teague and Ed Keenleyside
and Alan Harrington for making this early Canada 50 event happen!
Photo courtesy of JA

On behalf of the BHS Executive, I wish you all a truly wonderful
summer! See you on September 11th!
Historically – JA

Welcome to our newest
Member, Barbara Bolton

Our May Greeters were
Jackie Poppe & Ed Keenleyside
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THE ALTON FAMILY
By Dorothy Turcotte: excerpts from Burlington Memories of Pioneer Days
“The village of Appleby received its name from Appleby, Westmoreland, in England, the home of several
of its pioneer families. Thomas Alton came in 1819, the Breckons in 1830, and the Fothergills in 1837.
When Thomas Alton arrived, he was 24 years old and had 75 pounds in his pocket. He first rented 40
acres of land in Nelson Township. In 1822
he married Charlotte Cleaver and applied
for a Crown grant. His land was on the
north side of Middle Road, the second lot
west of Appleby Line. An industrious man,
Thomas soon bought the farm to the east
and later purchased other parcels of land
until he owned 1,250 acres.
Thomas and Charlotte had 16 children and
eventually were related by marriage to
many of the best-known local families,
including the Clines, the Breckons, the
Blanchards, the Stephensons, the Walkers,
the Bells, the Cummings, the Tansleys, the
Atkinsons, the Woods and the Springers.”
Photo BHS Archives

Editor’s note: The Thomas Alton Homestead was designated under the Ontario Heritage Act in 2007,
amended in 2008. The property owners were awarded a Restoration Heritage Award in 2009. The
present day Alton community has been established on land which was once owned by the Alton family.

Mystery Photo
Summer Mystery Photo
Built in 1873 as a private home, in later years
it served a public function.

May Mystery Photo
No guesses? Did you have a look at the larger image
on the website?
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From the Archives

Joan Downey

In the May issue of the Gazette, I questioned the existence of a Manse at Tansley. This explanation
comes from the 100th Anniversary Church History of St. Paul’s – 1922.
In 1886, a manse was built at Tansley by the parishioners of St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Dundas
Street. The lot was donated by Mr. Edwin Dalton, and was
situated close to the Tansley railroad crossing and directly
opposite the old Tansley Post Office. Rev. J. P. McQuarrie
served at St. Paul’s from about 1890 to 1899. It is unknown
under what circumstances he obtained the bible, however, he
must have gifted it to the manse when he departed.
Note: the original St. Paul’s was located at 3318 Dundas Street,
between Walker’s & Guelph Lines. The building has been for
sale for some time.

Photo – BHS Archives

*****

Summer news from the Burlington Gazette, 10 May 1939
Russell Peart is turning his barn floor into a dance floor for dancing every Saturday night throughout
the summer. Phil Gage and his orchestra will open the season on Saturday, May 27th. Watch for
advertisement next week.

This advertisement was in the Burlington Gazette, 17 May 1939

will be held in
Ye Olde Barn
1-1/2 miles north of Burlington
At Fisher’s Corners, Highway 25
Every Saturday Night
Opening May 27th
With Phil Gage’s Orchestra
Good Floor
Dancing 8 to 12 standard time
Admission 25¢
Russell Peart, Prop.
The Maples, ca 1902, BHS Archives
Unfortunately, we don’t have a photo of the barn
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A Walk in Greenwood
Chapter 14

Peggy Armstrong

Men of the Cloth, part 2

It is interesting to compare the memorial markers in Greenwood Cemetery,
after having learned about the ministers and their service to the church of
their faith. In this month’s group of five ministers: one has no stone at all,
one with only his surname on the stone, one whose faith or occupation is
not expressed on the stone, and one which proudly records his degrees, as
well as details of his ministry. The difference, perhaps, reflects the nature of
their relationship with their faith, for some a matter of deep humility.
As with the first group we profiled, not all of these were ministers in
Burlington churches. Only two of these five, were born in Canada. The life
of the first and earliest of these ministers, devoted his life to “mission” work
in China, even though his health was often compromised.
BHS Archives

Visit our website to learn more about these ministers. www.burlingtonhistorical.ca

Outreach Report

Jane Ann Newson

Once again, BHS members have been out and about and 'outreaching' in our city with activities such as:
•
•

Leading Jane's Walk on May 6th
Attending Burlington Best Awards on May 11th

•

Assisted with the preparation of a full Burlington Post report on Canada 150 which featured
numerous insert pages having to do with our very own Burlington history
• Attending a tree planting on May 16th with Princess
Margriet of the Netherlands. This tree is symbolic of the
roots our twin cities of Apeldoorn and Burlington share.
• Representing BHS on June 1st at an announcement made by
the Federal and Provincial governments having to do with a
grant of $5M which was issued to the Brant Museum to be
used for the long awaited upgrade to the Joseph Brant
Museum
• Representing BHS on the 2017 Doors Open Committee

Photo courtesy Alan Harrington
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Freeman Station Update

Alan Harrington

Canada 150 Day at Freeman Station
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

On July 1 - the weather was perfect as the bagpiper piped in the dignitaries for 11:00 am.
Our Town Crier called everyone to order.
The 1917 GTR Locomotive Bell sounded 13 times for the provinces and territories - as
everyone rose for "The Maple Leaf Forever".
The Mayor shared some kind words
and Burlington's MP and MPP spoke of
the effort of community.
The Station's Railway Plaque was
unveiled.
Finally, the bright red ribbon that was
strung between two railway X crossing
signs was cut to officially mark the
occasion.
And lastly, as if on cue - the Lancaster
banked overhead.
Photo courtesy Alan Harrington

Everyone was invited inside for cake and
lemonade where they were able to see the
restoration work done thus far. One
highlight was the series of wall panels that
tell the story of the Station in our
community.

Photo courtesy Tom Bochsler

CHCH news was there. Click this link to see the report:
http://www.chch.com/historic-freeman-station-reopensburlington/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=twitter&utm_source=socialnetwork
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Heritage Burlington Update
Congratulations to Chair Emeritus Jim Clemens
Burlington’s Best committee named Jim Clemens for its 2017 Heritage Award. Jim
has been the Burlington Historical Society representative to the Heritage
Burlington (HB) Committee for 12 years and was the Chair of the HB since 2012.
Everyone who has worked with Jim agrees that he has been an exemplary leader
with a vision for conserving Burlington’s heritage that has been significant in our
city. Jim encouraged widespread participation of committee members and citizens
in developing “A New Approach for Conserving Burlington’s Heritage (2012)”,
a document that led to important initiatives like the Property Rebate Tax
Program, an important incentive for owners of Heritage Properties to value and
maintain their properties. We congratulate Jim, a most worthy recipient.

Heritage Dates and Events
Museums of Burlington

Burlington Historical
Society
Upcoming General Meetings –
Location: Burlington Public Library

Joseph Brant Day Festival at LaSalle Park from 11:00am to 4:00pm
Monday August 7, 2017
Theme: All things Canadian + Food Truck Rally + Made in Canada
vendors market

Southeast Burlington’s Canada 150 Party

September 11th, 2017
October 16th, 2017
November 13th, 2017

August 12th, 2017, 10 am – 4 pm
Skyway Park (Lakeshore & Kenwood)

Burlington Historical Society Executive
Officers
(Elected)

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Jane Ann Newson
Ed Keenleyside
Elizabeth Baldwin
Pat Taylor
Barry Saunders

Past President

Alan Harrington

Programs
Archives
Webmaster
Membership
Outreach
Newsletter

Directors

Convenors

(Appointed)

(Appointed)

Tom Bochsler
Joan Downey
Wayne Murphy
Jane Ann Newson
TBA
Joan Downey
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Greeting Cards
Telephone Committee
Heritage Burlington rep
50/50 Draw

Anne Wingfield
Elizabeth Baldwin
Rick Wilson
Patricia Taylor

The Burlington Historical Society
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow

Membership - 2017
Date: __________________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________
Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________
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Volunteer

Donation

