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53 Years serving the Burlington Public 

Beyond the Ride 
Burlington Taxi founded in 1968, ceased operations on November 26, 2021 at 5 pm.   

The cabs were important to the life of the city and many depended on them to get around. Many customers 

made lasting friendships with the friendly and helpful drivers. 

During that 53 years of 24/7 service there were many stories – some funny, some poingnant.  Sarah, a 

former employee will be sharing some of the 

stories with us. 

But, although we are sad to say goodbye, you 

don’t need to get out the bike.  There are 

alternative companies providing a safe ride.  It 

just won’t be the same though with strangers, 

will it? 

As reported earlier, Burlington Taxi was 

approached by the Burlington Historical 

Society and performed a “Ceremonial Last 

Fare”. Andy, Burlington Taxi’s longest serving 

driver was dispatched to Freeman Station.  At 

the station, Andy issued his last passenger chit.  Photo by Alan Harrington. 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes      Editor: Joan Downey
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In November of 2019 I reported that we had received a donation from the estate of Bryce Lee.  

Just recently we were informed that the final dispositions were ready to be made and we are 

about to receive another very large sum. 

Thank you, Bryce for your love of history and for your kind generosity.  

A number of years ago, when Bryce’s mother passed, he also donated a sum to BHS which was earmarked for 

Education.  Thanks to that donation I attended Mohawk and received a certificate in Records and Information 

Management.   

 

November is our last meeting of 2022.  With any luck and thanks to COVID 

boosters,  2023 will be a “normal” year.  At our January meeting we will be 

presenting a new slate of officers for your approval.  There are still areas where we 

need your help.  If you would like to join the Board members and have your voice 

heard on how to spend our time and money, we would welcome your participation.  

Please email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. 

The January issue of the Gazette will include a summary of BHS happenings and 

accomplishments in the year 2022.   

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON  

 

It is that time of the year again – 2023 Membership dues are now accepted! 

Thank you to those who have already renewed and those who have joined our Society 

recently! 

See the back page of this newsletter for the membership form. 

   We have another new member!  A warm welcome to 

                Brent Hannam 

President’s Message     Joan Downey 

Officers  

(Elected) 

Directors  

(Appointed) 

Convenors  

(Appointed) 

Archives  

Volunteers 
 
President             Joan Downey 

Vice President      VACANT 
Secretary (acting) Pat Taylor           
Treasurer            VACANT 
 

Past President      Jane Ann Newson 

 

Programs        Alan Harrington 
Bookkeeper     Jane Ann Newson 
Archives          Joan Downey 

Webmaster     Wayne Murphy 
Membership     Jane Ann Newson 
                       Pat Taylor 
Newsletter       Joan Downey 

Outreach         Vacant 
Event Planner   Pat Taylor 
 

 

Greeting Cards         Anne Wingfield 
Heritage Burlington   Alan Harrington 
Publicity                   Jennifer Kemp 

                Nicola Thomson 
50/50 Draw              Vacant         
 

 

Peggy Armstrong 
Josie Hammond 
Jennifer Kemp 

Dorothy Kew 
Chris Mallion Moore 
Pat Taylor 
Nicola Thomson 

 

Membership Report    Jane Ann Newson 
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Soldiers’ trek from Niagara to Toronto along the Middle Road by Fisher’s Corner 

in 1915 – October 28th to November 8th  
by A.W. Peart

Photo:  French Family Archives, Used with permission 

The Thirty-Seventh regiment of about twelve 

hundred men left Niagara Camp on Monday, 

October 25, 1915 and passed though Nelson 

Township at noon on Thursday, October 28.  

Apparently they were tired and down-hearted. 

On Friday, October 29 the Fifty-Eighth Regiment of 

eleven hundred and sixty men, an educated, refined, 

well-trained battalion, with an excellent band, passed 

here. 

On Saturday, October 29 the Seventy-Fourth 

Battalion of more than eleven hundred men 

marched through. 

On November 1, the Seventy Fifth Battalion of more 

than a thousand, the majority elderly men, passed. 

On November 2 the Artillery of the Thirtieth, 

Thirty-first and Fortieth Battalions of nearly nine 

hundred men passed.  These were accompanied by 

bodies of September’s Recruits and a Company of 

Highlanders. 

November 3, the Eighty Third Battalion, consisting 

of about eleven hundred men passed. 

Rain delayed all the soldiers on Thursday, November 

4. 

November 5 about a thousand of the Ninety-Second 

Highlanders and some of the Forty Eighth passed.  

We had more music that day. 

November 6th the Eighty-First 

Battalion of twelve hundred men passed. 

Monday, November 8, the Eighty-Fourth Battalion 

was divided in Hamilton and only 400 went to 

Toronto. 

The Eighty-Sixth Battalion came to Hamilton to 

winter there. 

Wednesday November 10 a train load of about 

twelve hundred went to Orillia. 

Miss Bell, teacher at the School Section 4, Nelson 

(Fisher’s Corners School), had her pupils assembled at 

the corner each day to give a passing welcome, 

salute and cheer to the soldiers.  One of the pupils 

was standard bearer, carrying the Union Jack and 

Canadian Flag.  Many of the section residents took 

baskets of apples and gave them to the soldiers. 

Sometimes scores of people from the 

neighbourhood gathered each day and heartily 

cheered the troops.  Sometimes also the soldiers 

had dinner there and always they had the mid-day 

meal somewhere along the Middle Road between 

Freeman and the Guelph Line.  They had kitchen 

waggons and full commissariat equipment. In fact, 

they were fully equipped for long marching in every 

respect.  The main body was preceded by scouts 

who examined the buildings and points of shelter for 

a possible enemy on either side of the Middle Road 

for several hundred yards.  They had dinner at the 

farm residences.  

With their rifles, swords, pistols and cannon, their 

four deep in order of marching, their fine bands, 

bugles and chimes, their cavalry, infantry and 

artillery, the seemingly endless lines of khaki, some 

15,000 men in all – they made a profound impression 

along the line of march between Niagara and 

Toronto; all stern and earnest in their resolve to 

serve their Country and Empire. 

BHS Archives - Peart Family file 

 

From the Archives   Joan Downey 
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From the Archives (cont’d)   

Fire at Tip Top Canners 
 

In his book ‘Vanished Burlington’, Gary Evans includes a great 3 page story about this fire at a major early 

Burlington business.  But, nothing can compare to a first hand account of what happened.  

 

Tip-Top Canners Fire  - November 2, 1962 – 

George Kush Memories 

A night I’ll never forget.  The Burlington volunteer 

firefighters are standing on the roof of the Tip Top 

Canners office which fronted Plains Road East.  I was 

standing about 20 paces from the photographer at 

the moment this image was captured - burning 

cinders falling on me.  At the same time, my father, 

P. George Kush, Tip Top’s shipper & receiver, was 

busy removing important documents & furnishings 

from the office and piling them on the sidewalk and 

Plains Road.  Mr. Andrew Hyslop, Plant Manager, is 

standing on the ladder arguing with the fireman.  

Standing in the crowd, from the left is Keith 

McWilliams, a Tip Top truck driver; second from left 

is William “Bill: Wolvert, a Tip Top employee; third 

from the left, Peter “The Jam Man” Luby, a Tip Top 

employee; in the light windbreaker, Don Hendricks, 

another Tip Top truck driver.   

The office survived the fire intact and the following 

year was incorporated in the new Tip Top Canners.  

At the same time my father was made Plant 

Production Manager.  He later became Plant 

Manager, a position he retained until Tip Top closed 

its doors in 1972.   

I worked for my father at Tip Top, every summer, 

after school and weekends from 1964 until I finished 

post-secondary school in 1971. 

Bill Wolvert in the 

laneway looking at the fire 

damage.   

 

 
Photos George Kush
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Outreach Report    Joan Downey 

This year, Aldershot BIA hosted a very successful 

Harvest Hoopla at East Plains United Church.  Our 

posters were a hit. 

Photos David Craig 

They were such a hit that the Aldershot BIA wants 

to include them on their float in the Santa Claus 

Parade! 

*In other Outreach news, Alan is doing another 

historic walk. Tentatively it is scheduled for 11 

February at 10:45 along nicely plowed city streets.   

*Those posters are also going to be featured in the 

display case in front of City Hall.  When?  We aren’t 

sure yet, but an email will be sent out when the date 

is confirmed. 

The posters have turned out to be quite a hit 

whenever we get a chance to display them in public. 

Of course the best display was during Heritage 

Week in August when they were all lined up along 

the fence at Spencer Smith Park.  

*The Burlington Centre has an area across from 

Cogeco called The Hub.  This area is available for 

non-profits and charities to showcase their place in 

the community. 

In the new year, from 5-8 January inclusive, BHS will 

be there from 11-4 daily “strutting our stuff”.   

Please drop by and say hello.  And if you have an 

hour or two you could stay for a while and tell 

visitors about the Burlington Historical Society. 

Maybe you can bring a friend who might be so 

impressed they will sign up as a new member.   

 

When you hear of community events which would 

give The Burlington Historical Society exposure 

(such as Harvest Hoopla) please let us know so that 

we can contact the organizers and perhaps either set 

up a table and display our banner or perhaps display 

the posters.    

Or, perhaps you belong to a group which has guest 

speakers.  We have a number of presentations on 

local history.  Our presenters may not be as good as 

Ted Barris but we aren’t too bad either. 

That’s Linda Ploen and me at the BPAC for the 

Juno 75 tribute May 2019. 
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Winged Man’    Alan Harrington  

Visitors to the Burlington Central Library might 

notice this sculpture on the 2nd floor on their way 

to the History Room. 

Photo Alan Harrington 

 

Named "Winged Man" it was (according to the City 

website) made "circa 1970" and was donated by the 

CFUW. (Canadian Federation of University 

Women) 

 

One might wonder why this metal sculpture is 

located *here* instead of a more prominent 

outdoor location? 

Burlington, Ontario postcard 

Back in 1967 when Canada celebrated its 100th 

anniversary, many communities had projects and 

Burlington built Confederation Terrace the foot of 

Brant Street. 

 

The square is still there (in fact - it is where the 

Festival of Lights sign lists their sponsors - including 

BHS). 

 

Originally the gaps in the fence held colourful motifs 

of the ten provinces - but those are long gone. 

 

Claire Emery Machan in "From Pathway to Skyway 

Revisited" tells us what happened next... 

 
The Centennial project was a $165,000 structure - the 

cedar planked Confederation Terrace with fountains, at 

the foot of Brant Street, opened on July 1 1967 

 

Winged Man, a $1500, 28" sculpture was installed 

there, a gift of the University Women's Club.  

 

A few months afterwards, it was found in a flowerbed, 

thrown there by vandals.  

 

It was removed to the City Hall lobby and then given a 

place of honour inside the front entrance of Central 

Library. 

 

Later on - it was moved again to its current location. 

 

All that moving - no wonder it needed wings. 

 

 
Note the City Public Art website says the sculpture 

was made circa 1970 which is three years AFTER 

1967, when it was donated. 
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Book Excerpt   Pat Taylor 
 

The “DOC” AND HIS DOPE 

By C. T. C. 
(from the book 'Canada in Khaki" published in 1919)

No story has yet been written of how the medical 

authorities saved the First Contingent from disaster, 

and the other Canadian Divisions as well. But it is a 

historic fact for all that. 

Hundreds of soldiers did not like the look of the 

regimental M.O.’s hypodermic syringe containing the 

anti-typhoid dope which was injected into the 

system.  It upset some fellows so much so that, hefty 

men though they were, they fell down into a dead 

faint after receiving the dope, and before sometimes.  

It also left a nasty after-effect, for which there was 

the consolation of forty-eight hours off duty, most 

of which time many sufferers lay groaning in their 

tents.  There were a few hardy ones, however, who 

thoroughly enjoyed the two days leave, although 

confined to camp. 

Truth to tell, Canada got rather ahead of the other 

Allied Armies in making anti-typhoid a compulsory 

measure.  Most men signing on to enlist in the early 

days bravely answered a query as to whether they 

would take the injection, and those whose eyesight 

failed to read this question did not escape the little 

prick on the upper part of the arm.  Every single 

soldier in the force felt the sharp edge of the needle, 

hoping as he stood waiting his turn in the file that 

the M.O. wouldn’t jab it too hard. 

To give him credit, the M.O. made the ordeal as 

attractive as possible.  He brought out a whole wad 

of statistics that dealt with the South African War.  

The number of casualties that occurred there 

through typhoid is too big to remember all this time, 

but most fellows will recall the statement that more 

than ten times as many men were lost by fever than 

killed by bullets. 

And so, the battalions marched merrily along in 

single file to the Doc’s tent with the grim 

determination not to die of fever. 

*    *    *    *    * 

And has the M.O. proved a true prophet? The 

medical authorities have some more figures to work 

on now other than those relating to the South 

African War. 

They know that Flanders, the scene of the first 

Contingent’s primary experience on the Western 

front, was nothing more that a veritable typhoid 

swamp.  In the early months of the War, before the 

Canadians landed in France, there were 8,000 cases 

of this disease in Flanders among the British Army, 

the French Army and the civilian population. There 

were 6,000 deaths.  Only about 60 per cent of the 

British soldiers were anti-toxined at this time and 

some 40 per cent of the Poilus*, while practically no 

civilians had been injected. 

It was into this fever-stricken territory the First 

Contingent was launched.  The Director of Medical 

Services probably knew the facts then of the fate of 

the Allied soldiers and the unfortunate civilians, but 

they also knew something else.  And that was that 

every Canadian soldier, if he was not actually proof 

against the fever, stood far less chance of contracting 

it than his fellow-in-arms who was there before him 

and the inhabitants. This because of the anti-toxin 

injection. 

And the faith of the M.O. in his dope and the trust 

of the soldier in the M.O., with his little pin-pricking 

syringe, are justified by the official returns.  These 

show that in the first twelve months the Canadians 

were in Flanders there were only fourteen cases of 

typhoid and paratyphoid.  It was eighteen months 

before there was a death. 

*Poilus = An infantry soldier in the French army, 

especially one who fought in World War 1. 
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              The Burlington Historical Society 
           Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

    

 

 Membership - 2023 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 
 

Membership Dues  
 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 
 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
 

       Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

Volunteer 
 

Are you interested in volunteering with the Society?  Would you like to help us in preserving the history 

of our City?  Tell us a bit about your talents and interests – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Director 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 

OR 
e-transfer funds to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

If you are a new member using e-transfer, please 

email the completed form to us at the above email 

OR 

Leave it at the Membership table at any General 

Meeting 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history
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