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The Burlington Historical Society 

Gazette 

 

 

 

The Battle of the Atlantic 
Gauntlet to Victory 

Ted Barris, award winning author and historian 

is our speaker for October.  His topic - his  newly 

released book, Battle of the Atlantic, Gauntlet to 

Victory. 

It has been our pleasure to welcome Ted to our 

meetings before and he has never failed to 

entertain and inform. 

Ted has worked as a freelance journalist, 

broadcaster and author since the 1960s. He 

regularly contributes to CBC Radio programs and 

CTV News Channel. He taught journalism at 

Centennial College in Toronto for 18 years, and 

has written and published 19 non-fiction books.  

Even if war is not your favourite topic you are sure 

to enjoy this presentation.  Ted never fails to bring 

to light many details which were previously not 

recorded.  

Mentioned in this book is a well-known Burlington 

resident and former member and President of BHS.  

We hope to have him join us as a special guest.   

Be prepared to be entertained! 

NOTE:  this month’s meeting is on the 3rd Monday, 17 October 2022 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes      Editor: Joan Downey

This month:                    In this issue: 

  Monday, 17 October 2022 @ 7 pm 

In Person in Centennial Hall at Central Library 

 

Join us  to hear Ted Barris  

The Battle of the Atlantic 

*With a Special Guest* 

 

Everyone is welcome!  
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Finally, we are back in the swing of things with meetings in the Centennial Room of Burlington Public Library.  

At our September meeting, it was a pleasure to see many of our friends back at the meetings and to meet some 

new people.  

Our speaker, John McDonald entertained and informed 

with a presentation about the Milton Courthouse and, 

prohibition and its effect on Halton.  To think there was a 

time when public hangings were held at the Halton 

Courthouse and it was a public event? 

Then, to top off our first in person meeting in 2-1/2 years, 

an anonymous donor made it possible for us to have 

special refreshments.  Thank you.  

What a good start to our Fall 2022 season 
Photo: www.mitonhistoricalsociety.ca 

 

This month with speaker Ted Barris back for a return engagement, we continue to bring you quality 

presentations.  Thank you to Alan Harrington for all the work he puts into finding entertaining speakers. 

 

Membership Report    Jane Ann Newson 

 

   We have three new members! 

                Sara Eichenlaub 

Jackie Lawrence 

Lyn Lunsted 

 

Officers  

(Elected) 

Directors  

(Appointed) 

Convenors  

(Appointed) 

Archives  

Volunteers 
 
President             Joan Downey 

Vice President      VACANT 
Secretary (acting) Pat Taylor           
Treasurer            VACANT 
 

Past President      Jane Ann Newson 

 

Programs        Alan Harrington 
Bookkeeper     Jane Ann Newson 
Archives          Joan Downey 

Webmaster     Wayne Murphy 
Membership     Jane Ann Newson 
                       Pat Taylor 
Newsletter       Joan Downey 

Outreach         Vacant 
Event Planner   Pat Taylor 
 

 

Greeting Cards         Anne Wingfield 
Heritage Burlington   Alan Harrington 
Publicity                   Jennifer Kemp 

                Nicola Thomson 
50/50 Draw              Vacant         
 

 

Peggy Armstrong 
Josie Hammond 
Jennifer Kemp 

Dorothy Kew 
Chris Mallion Moore 
Pat Taylor 
Nicola Thomson 

 

President’s Message     Joan Downey 

http://www.mitonhistoricalsociety.ca/
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Burlington Public Library Celebrates 150 Years 
      Jennifer Kemp

January 1872 - The Burlington Public Library gets its 

beginnings in the old Central Public School’s hallway, 

S.S. #1 Nelson Schoolhouse located on the 

southeast corner of Brant and Caroline Streets. 

School trustees spend $56 on books from the 

Toronto Board of Education. Members pay fifty 

cents a year to access the collection. The villagers 

could stop by between 4 and 5 pm on Friday 

afternoons.     

S.S. #1 Nelson Schoolhouse. Relocated to 294 Appleby Line in 

1973 for a private home 

February 21, 1907 - The Burlington Public Library 

opens its doors at a permanent location in a building 

on Brant Street at James Street, next to the old Post 

Office (the current site of Burlington City Hall), with 

shared space for town offices and council chambers. 

John Waldie generously donates 6,000 books to the 

library. 

Public Library and Municipal offices-Brant Street, 1946 

December 19, 1952 -The Library Board turns the 

Brant Street building over to the town in return for 

a house at 482 Elizabeth Street. During this time 

1,534 members use the library’s growing collection 

of 10,000 items. 

1968 - a transition begins to move from the 

converted house on Elizabeth Street to the newly 

built library on New Street in Central Park.  

November 15, 1970 - Governor General Roland 

Michener officially opens the new Central Library on 

New Street.  

Public Library -Elizabeth Street 

The land on which the library now sits is the former 

Lankester Farm. The Lankester family purchased the 

farm in 1929. On the farm they grew lettuce, 

tomatoes, celery, spinach and asparagus. The farm 

was expropriated by the city in 1958. 
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Central Library, New Street 1970’s 

Throughout the 1960’s various branch libraries are 

opened. 

Renovation and expansion of the Central Branch 

begins in 2003 and is completed in 2005.  

Now after 150 years, the Burlington Public Library 

celebrates it sesquicentennial in 2022.

 

Editor’s Note:  On 17 September 2022 a 

celebration was held to mark the occasion. 

                               Happy Birthday BPL!

                                     

Book Review   Pat Taylor

Since I’m a member of the Burlington Historical 

Society, it should come as no surprise that I enjoy 

reading books with a Burlington setting. Extra bonus 

if it is by a Burlington resident. I found both in a book 

titled “Murder of a Titanic Survivor” by Margaret 

Iles. 

CHAPTER ONE 

Burlington, Ontario, La Salle Park, October 2000 

The last two sentences of the first paragraph are: 

“Paulo put is foot on top of the blade (shovel), 

pressed down and pulled back. A skull appeared atop 

the dirt, dropped off and fell back into the hole.” 

I was hooked.  

From the back cover: “Margaret Iles is a retired 

medical secretary living in Burlington, Ontario. She 

is of Metis heritage, born in Toronto. Her love of 

history led to studies at University of Toronto. She 

is a mother of five grown children. 

Swimming is her favourite sport as is walking. She 

joined the local library when she was 5 years old. 

Burlington library has a copy of this book. 
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Burlington Mayors - Part IV   by Joan Downey 
Thomas Wellesley Peart (12 Dec 1886 – 04 Jun 1937) 

Mayor 1919 

The fourth mayor of Burlington  

was born in Freeman at the family 

home called The Maples. 

His parents were Arthur 

Wellesley Peart and Helen Shirriff 

Somerville.  His father, also born 

in Freeman,  attended the 

University of Toronto receiving 

his B.A. degree in1881.  Arthur 

inherited the farm from his father.  In addition to 

running the farm he served on many committees.  

He was Director of the Burlington Fruit 

Experimental Station, President of the Ontario Fruit 

Growers Association and President of the 

Burlington Horticultural Association for a number of 

years.  (This was a forerunner of the present day 

Burlington Horticultural Society).   

Photo from The Garden of Canada, Martha Craig, 1902 

Thomas Wellesley, the oldest of 5 children, studied 

to be a medical doctor.  Like his father, he too was 

very active in the affairs of the community becoming 

Mayor in 1919. 

The following is quoted from ‘The Burlington 

Pearts’,  researched and written by Arthur F. W. 

Peart in September of 1995.  This is a quite complete 

genealogy of the Peart family. 

Tom went to Fisher’s Corner school and Victoria Avenue 

High School in Hamilton where he matriculated in 1906. 

He took his medical studies at Toronto University and 

graduated in 1910. He passed his Medical Council 

examination at the Hamilton General Hospital in 1911 

and set up practice the same year in Burlington at the 

corner of Brant and Ontario streets.  He worked night 

and day during the Flu Epidemic of 1918-1920 and was 

considered an exceptionally clever physician.  Patients 

came from far and near. In 1929 he sold his practice to 

Dr. W.A. Weaver and opened an office in the Medical 

Arts Building, Hamilton.  About 1935 Tom took a year 

of postgraduate training at John’s Hopkins School of 

Medicine in Baltimore, U.S.A. 

In Burlington, on December 28th 1910, Thomas 

married Florence Lydia Dingle. The Dingles were 

another prominent local family.    The 1911 Census 

shows them living on Brant Street in the former 

home of Dr. William Richardson who was Tom’s 

Uncle. 

Helen had also attended the University of Toronto 

but left to marry Tom after completing two years.  

Florence and Tom had 1 child, a girl who they named 

Helen Paisley Peart. 

Then, in 1935 tragedy struck the family when 

Thomas died of Streptococcal pneumonia on June 4, 

1937 in St Joseph’s Hospital, Hamilton, at the age of 

51, just one week after becoming ill.  
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The following is the obituary which appeared in the 

Burlington Gazette of that week:  

Dr. Thomas Wellesley Peart, one of the most prominent 

and well known medical men in the district, passed away 

at St. Joseph’s hospital, Hamilton, on Friday night last, 

after an illness of only one week with pneumonia. He 

was in his 51st year. He was born on the Peart 

homestead on the Guelph line and was a son of the late 

A.W. Peart, B.A. and Mrs. Peart, who at present is 

residing with her daughter at St. John, NB.  He always 

took an active interest in the affairs of the town. He was 

a member of the Council for several years, and was 

elected Mayor in 1919. He took a prominent part in 

amateur sports, and was a member of the famous 

Strathcona Football Club, playing the position of full back 

He held the office of President of the Hockey Club for 

several terms and was President of the Burlington 

Skating Rink company until it was taken over by the 

town.  He also joined several fraternal societies during 

his residence here. He was kind-hearted, of a genial 

disposition, and a general favourite with all who knew 

him. In religion he was a Presbyterian, and in politics a 

Conservative. 

After his death, his widow, Florence moved to 

Montreal to be with her daughter and completed 

her B.A. degree at 

Sir George 

Williams College.  

She continued on 

at McGill 

University and 

completed her 

librarian course.  

She then worked 

in the medical 

library at Royal 

Victoria Hospital 

until her death in 

1963.    

 

Their daughter, Helen,  

graduated from McMaster 

University in 1938 with an 

honours B.A. in English and 

History. She then moved to 

Montreal and received her 

B.L.S. degree.  She worked as a 

librarian at a number of 

institutions.  Then in 1947 Helen and her mother 

went to England.  While there Helen received an 

appointment as librarian at the London School of 

Economics and Florence returned to Montreal. 

Thomas is buried in the Peart family plot in 

Greenwood cemetery.  Although the names of his 

wife, Florence Dingle Peart, and his daughter, Helen 

Paisley and her husband Robert McCullach appear 

on the grave marker it is unknown if they are buried 

there or elsewhere, either in Montreal or in the UK. 

Photo:  www.findagrave.com

Editor’s Note:  The original ‘Burlington Peart’, Vickers Peart, a lead miner, left England for Canada in 1817.  

Family records record that the group was shipwrecked three times – once off the Orkneys, once on the 

Newfoundland Banks and once in the St. Lawrence.  They received 100 acre grants in Westminster Township 

but eventually purchased land from Joseph Brant’s widow in 1821.  Vickers and his wife Ann Ross had 11 children.  

Rumour has it that Ann smoked a clay pipe and in later years kept a dish of candy beside her to reward her 

grandchildren when they lit the pipe for her.  JRD 
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This month I had a visit from Joe Love.  Joe lives in 

Oakville now but he was born & bred in Burlington. 

His father, Charlie Love, started with a contract to 

pick up garbage in Bronte.  Later he began picking up 

garbage in Roseland, Indian Point and along 

Lakeshore. He did that for a number of years (1945 

– 1980) and Joe was his helper.  Charlie was also a 

handyman.   

Other family members were grave diggers, fruit 

sellers and one branch of his family were the 

founders of the grocery store The Barn which they 

sold to Metro.

Joe has taken to his computer to record his 

memories of that time in Burlington.  As  stated in 

his memoirs “I grew up knowing everybody, adults, 

kids, their likes and dislikes, how they lived, etc.”  

Along with his memories he brought us 3 large 

cardboard hand drawn maps showing each of those 

areas of town and who lived in the homes.   

Eventually Joe became a plumber. 

His company was known as  Love 

Your Plumber Ltd.   

 

The Story of Romulus,  The Circus Elephant

P44, Burlington, Memories of Pioneer Days by 

Dorothy Turcotte 

 

Another humorous toll 

road story is about the 

Van Amburg 

Menagerie, which had 

performed at 

Hannahsville on the 

Dundas Highway and 

was proceeding to 

Hamilton for a show.  

The only route it could 

take was via the toll 

road, then the Valley 

Inn Road.  Some years before, Asahel Davis’s son John 

had constructed a sturdy bridge over the deepest part of 

the marsh at the Valley Inn but by this time it was 

showing its age.  When the huge elephant, Romulus, 

came to the bridge he tested it with one foot, then 

refused to cross.  His keepers kept urging him forward 

until at last Romulus stepped out onto the bridge.  Almost 

at once Romulus plunged into the marsh and began to 

sink.  Efforts were wade to pull him out with horses but 

to no avail.   

Finally, despairing of being able to save him, the leaders 

ordered the caravan to continue without him. The other 

animals roared and howled when it seemed that 

Romulus would be left behind to die alone.  This 

motivated the elephant to make one last mighty effort. 

He heaved himself out of the marsh and swam to shore, 

to the great joy of the entire troupe. 

Photo by Alan Harrington 

Recently the circus was in town again.  No elephants 

this time but lots of fun for all ages.   

  

From the Archives   Joan Downey 
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              The Burlington Historical Society 
           Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

    

 

 Membership - 2023 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 
 

Membership Dues  
 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 
 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
 

       Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

Volunteer 
 

Are you interested in volunteering with the Society?  Would you like to help us in preserving the history 

of our City?  Tell us a bit about your talents and interests – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Director 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 

OR 
e-transfer funds to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

If you are a new member using e-transfer, please 

email the completed form to us at the above email 

OR 

Leave it at the Membership table at any General 

Meeting 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history
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