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The Burlington Historical Society 

Gazette 

 

 

 

Halton County Courthouse & Jail 
 

We welcome  John McDonald as our September 

speaker.  John was born in Milton, Ontario and is a 

lifelong resident of Halton.  

He graduated from Ryerson Polytechnic Institute 

and has served as a Member of Council with both 

Halton Hills and the Region of Halton.  

John has conducted extensive research throughout 

the Halton area since the early 1970s including 

numerous presentations and walking tours.  This 

work has resulted in the publication of three 

books: Halton Sketches, Halton Sketches Revisited 

and Halton’s Heritage. He is a founding member of 

the Esquesing Historical Society.  

John was awarded the Ontario Heritage 

Community Recognition Program “Certificate of 

Achievement” and recognized for his community 

efforts and historical research when presented 

with the “Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal”.  

Join John for a fascinating look at the history of the 

Halton County Courthouse and Jail as well as the 

impact of the Temperance Movement and 

Prohibition in Burlington

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes      Editor: Joan Downey 
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Welcome back everyone!  It will be so nice to see your smiling faces. Thank you 

all for your support during the past couple of years when pandemic closures and 

quarantines have caused us to change our speakers’ meetings.  I know some of 

you were not comfortable with joining in on the Zoom presentations and I do 

understand but I hope the monthly Gazette and occasional emails kept you in 

touch with local happenings.   

Zoom did permit us to bring you monthly speakers, some from far off locations including Dr. Robin McLachlin 

in May of 2021 from New South Wales, Australia and Lt. Col. Robert Nash in November of 2021 from his home 

in Winnipeg.  But, what Zoom didn’t give us was the social aspect  of our meetings and we all missed that.   

So……..we’ll see you at the September meeting for coffee and conversation and to hear about history from 

closer to home.  

 

In 2023 Burlington will be celebrating the sesquicentennial (150th anniversary) 

of the founding of the village  brought about with the joining of the villages of 

Wellington Square and Port Nelson.   

The Burlington Historical Society should have a project to commemorate this event.  Do you have 

an idea for an appropriate project?  Please share your ideas with us at info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  All 

suggestions will be considered.   

The Burlington Historical was originally founded not long after the village, in 1899.  We have been affiliated with 

the Ontario Historical Society since 1960 – that’s 62 Years!  I’m sure you would all like to see the society 

continue for another 62 years. Am I right? 

In January we will have our Annual General Meeting.  An important part of that meeting is the voting in of new 

society Officers.  As you can see from the following table – the positions of Vice-President, Secretary & 

Treasurer are all vacant.  And I’m sure a new President would bring a host of new ideas to the table. 

It does not take a lot of time to serve as an officer but it does need enthusiasm and fresh ideas.   Please give  

serious consideration to joining our team.  If you would like to check us out first, you are more than welcome 

to attend our October and November executive meetings, held at the library on the first Monday of the month.   

Just email and I’ll send you the details.

President’s Message     Joan Downey 

Officers  

(Elected) 

Directors  

(Appointed) 

Convenors  

(Appointed) 

Archives  

Volunteers 
 
President             Joan Downey 
Vice President      VACANT 
Secretary (acting) Pat Taylor           

Treasurer            VACANT 
 
Past President      Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs        Alan Harrington 
Bookkeeper     Jane Ann Newson 

Archives          Joan Downey 
Webmaster     Wayne Murphy 
Membership     Jane Ann Newson 

                       Pat Taylor 
Newsletter       Joan Downey 
Outreach         Vacant 
Event Planner   Pat Taylor 

 

 
Greeting Cards         Anne Wingfield 
Heritage Burlington   Alan Harrington 

Publicity                   Jennifer Kemp 
                Nicola Thomson 
50/50 Draw              Vacant         

 

 
Peggy Armstrong 
Josie Hammond 

Jennifer Kemp 
Dorothy Kew 
Dobrila Kinn 

Chris Mallion Moore 
Pat Taylor 
Nicola Thomson 
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Burlington Mayors – Part III  Joan Downey 

Charles Fenley Coleman  (19 Jan 1868 – 8 Oct 1940) 

Mayor of Burlington 1918 

Our third mayor was born in 

Greenwich, England.  When 

Charles was 2, in 1870, the 

family immigrated to Canada and 

settled in Hamilton where his 

father, Richard, worked as an 

iron moulder in one of the mills. 

The 1891 Census shows that the family had moved 

to Nelson Township and Charles, age 23, was living 

at home with his parents, 2 sisters and 2 of his 

brothers, Alfred (aka A.B.) and James.   

The Coleman Family:  standing: Alfred Brigham, George, (Jim) James 

Henry, (Charlie) Charles Sitting: Richard Sr., (Lil) Elizabeth Ann, (Lou) 

Frances Louise, Richard Jr., Elizabeth Nash  

Towards the end of the 1890s the brothers were 

very prolific builders in this part of Ontario.  Alfred 

was the developer and construction genius  and 

James H. was the carpenter, probably responsible 

for the decorative woodwork, or gingerbread.  He 

was also A.B.’s superintendent on the jobs.  Charles 

was not so interested in the construction but rather 

in the interiors. He was a painter, paperhanger and 

interior decorator.  

But he was no ordinary decorator.  The 26 August 

1903 issue of the Burlington Gazette included this 

article: 

“Mr. C.F. Coleman has completed his painting contract 

on the music pavilion in the large manufacturers’ building 

at the Exhibition grounds, Toronto, Visitors from this 

vicinity to the coming exhibition should not fail to take 

notice of the work done by our own fellow-townsman, 

which is a credit to himself and staff”. 

The most famous Coleman house still standing is the 

Gingerbread house at 1375 Ontario Street, with its 

many decorative elements, a testimonial to the 

Coleman brothers’ abilities. 

Charles’ brother, A.B. is credited as the builder of 

the Burlington Hotel which was famous in Canada 

and the U.S. as a first class resort.  He later built the 

Country Club which eventually became the Brant 

Inn.  After WWI, the Canadian Government took 

over the Brant Hotel as a military hospital for 

returning veterans.  It never reopened as a resort. 

In 1891, Charles F. Coleman, a painter, married Ellen 

Maria King, daughter of Charles King & Sarah Adams 

of King’s Corners, Peel County.   

He built a home at 56 Ontario Street (later 

renumbered 1337 Ontario Street) and called it 

Idlewyld.   

The Colemans lived there all their married lives.  I 

see no indication that they had any children. 
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IIdlewyld, ca 1975 

In 1918 C.F. Coleman served as the mayor of 

Burlington.  Always interested in the progress of the 

town, he had served as a councillor for many years. 

This voting card is for the 1919 mayoral race.  

Charles ran again but was defeated by Dr. T.W. 

Peart. 

Charles and his family had one of the first telephones 

in town.  His telephone number was 5. 

In addition to his building responsibilities, Charles 

was a florist and grain dealer.   

Some years ago, Charles’ niece, Mary E. Coburn, 

daughter of A.B., wrote a book on the family history. 

The copy in the Archives is signed by the author and 

dated 1996.   

She writes fondly of “Uncle Charlie”. 

“Uncle Charlie lived in a white frame house set back 

from the street and behind it was a small farm. Inside 

the picket fence a large clump of bleeding hearts seemed 

to be in perpetual bloom. His greenhouses

 

 (in my early years, he was the only florist in town) 

extended along the street, two of them separated by a 

sales office.  A gardener with a flair, he developed a 

Chrysanthemum that was distinctive enough to be 

registered and named somewhat inclusively Mrs. Charles 

Coleman. 

His extremely large paintings became familiar to me on 

the walls of his house and of Aunt Lou’s. As my 

knowledge of art grew I could understand why Mother 

was glad she had never received one. Still, talent was 

there. He also played the violin and had a large cat that 

played hide and seek with him”. 

The house and greenhouses were demolished in 

2004. Unfortunately, I was unable to find a 

photograph of the Chrysanthemum, Mrs. Charles 

Coleman. 

 

 

Historical painting of chrysanthemums 

from the New International Encyclopedia, 

1902 

 

 

 

 

In October of 1931, at the age of 68, Ellen died from 

heart disease at their home on Ontario Street.  

Charles remained a widower until 12 December 

1933 when he married widow, Lydia Binkley from 

Hamilton.    

The couple continued to live at 56 Ontario Street 

until Charles’ death in October of 1940.  His 

obituary in the Burlington Gazette states that he had 

been in failing health for 4 years which had caused 

him to retire from his floral business. 

Charles Coleman and his first wife, Ellen, are buried 

in Greenwood Cemetery.  Second wife, Lydia, may 

have lived until 1963 and have been buried in 

Waterdown with the Binkley family but I cannot 

verify the details.   
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Heritage Week 2022  

 

Heritage Week 2022 was a great success.  All events 

were well attended from the Bike Ride in Historic 

Aldershot to a tour through the historic cemeteries 

of Greenwood and Lowville United.  

Opening ceremonies were held at Spencer Smith 

Park. Elder Garry Sault, Misissaugas of the Credit 

First Nation led the festivities. 

 

Town Crier David Vollick gathered onlookers on 

Lakeshore Road and walked them down to the 

Gazebo where Heritage Week Chair Don Thorpe 

introduced Mayor Marianne Mead Ward to Kick off 

the Week. 

And the Burlington Historical Society posters of 

historic Burlington were quite a hit.   

→  Let’s do it again next year  ←

 

Little Canada – Pat Taylor 

This is NOT a paid advertisement. I recently visited 

a new “Tourist Attraction” in Toronto called “Little 

Canada.” It will eventually be a model of selected 

Canadian locations from coast to coast to coast.  

Burlington is well represented: Easterbrooks, Rock 

Garden Pavilion, High Level Bridge with a view into 

Cootes Paradise, Crawford Lake longhouses, 

Skyway Bridge and the Lift Bridge. 

 

 

 

Although many objects in the displays move, the Lift 

Bridge does not lift. 

 

As you study each scene, a change takes place subtly 

– the time of day changes. At one scene you even 

get to celebrate Canada Day and then see fireworks. 

 

 10 Dundas Street East, Toronto ON 
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A Voice from the Past  

This article was recently found in a folder and I thought it was worth sharing.   It was written in 2001 by the 

late Jane Irwin, former BHS Archivist.  I’m sure many of you remember the Sonzi Restaurant. 

A Restaurant in the Old Gazette Building

Sonzi Restaurant, at 370 Brant Street, is located in 

one of downtown Burlington’s most historic 

buildings. 

The structure has one special architectural feature 

that is unique in Burlington – although a familiar 

feature in many old-time Western movies – a so-

called “Boomtown façade”. The front elevation of 

the one-storey building is heightened to make it 

seem more imposing, and to make it fit in with its 

taller two-storey neighbours on Burlington’s main 

street. 

Photo by Peggy Armstrong 

Behind that façade – now warmly painted with a 

radiant Sonzi sun – is a structure which has housed 

some 80 years of Burlington’s history-in-the-making. 

The Gazette, Burlington’s longest-running 

newspaper, was published here. 

In 1899 Elgin Harris arrived in the small town of 

Burlington. A graduate of the Hamilton Business 

College, Harris had been a “printer’s devil” at 

several newspapers, including the Hamilton 

Spectator, the Caledonia Grand River Sachem, and 

others in Wingham and Petrolia. 

 

Just 22 years old, Harris was the new 

owner of the local newspaper, which 

had been failing and was in  the 

hands of the bailiff. In exchange for 

$1500 he got a list of 300 

subscribers and the printing 

equipment. 

The earlier papers were the Budget and the Record.  

The first location of the printing office, on Water 

Street (now Lakeshore Road), had been displaced by 

the canning factory, and its second location on Elgin 

Street had been displaced in 1898 by the Radial Line. 

So Elgin Harris purchased this very old frame 

building for the new premises of his newspaper, 

which he named the Gazette. 

Within three years, business was booming, and 

Harris had the front elevation bricked over, with big 

new windows and elegant shutters.  There is a 

photograph of its new improved façade in Martha 

Craig’s book, The Garden of Canada, published in 

1902.  The “Boomtown” roofline was added 

sometime later. 

The Gazette building, 

Brant Street, from the 

book The Garden of 

Canada, 1902 by 

Martha Craig. 

 

By 1906, Burlington was growing and flourishing, and 

so was the Harris family.  In that year, Elgin Harris 

had a beautiful large brick house built on Locust 

Street.  It is now the home of A Different Drummer 

Books. 

Elgin Harris was editor and publisher of the Gazette 

until his retirement in 1956. 

From the Archives   Joan Downey 
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Always a booster of his adopted town, he served as 

Reeve and then Mayor in the 1920s. His son George, 

born in 1903 – perhaps in this building – became a 

Town Councillor, Reeve and then Mayor in the 

1930s. 

Elgin Harris died in 1975 at the age of 99.  The 

Gazette continued to be published until 1986. 

Most issues of the paper have been microfilmed.  A 

copy is preserved at the Central Branch of the 

Burlington Public Library.  The Burlington Historical 

Society has also contributed to making another 

microfilm copy, which is preserved in the Mills 

Memorial Library at McMaster University.  These 

records of the growing years of small-town 

Burlington make fascinating reading. 

Jane Irwin, Heritage Burlington LACAC 

 

Editor’s note:  the building still stands and today it is 

the home of another restaurant – The COOP 

Photo by Joan Downey 

An Update 
Early in the summer we were gifted with a scale 

model of the Sherwood Farm.  A wonderful model 

which, unfortunately we do not have space to store 

or display.  After contacting many possible homes 

for the model we found an ideal space – Appleby 

United Church!  For many years the Sherwoods 

were members of that church and coincidentally, the 

church was expropriated at the same time (early 

70s) as the farm.  The congregation built a new 

church on Spruce Avenue.   

 

The congregation of Appleby United Church will be 

celebrating their 200th Anniversary in 2023 and are 

thrilled to have the model to feature as a centre 

piece for the celebration.   

In his will, as well as the model, which was his pride 

and joy, Gordon Sherwood generously donated a 

large sum of money to the Burlington Historical 

Society. 

Photo by  J. Schwark, Appleby United Church
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              The Burlington Historical Society 
           Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

    

 

 Membership - 2023 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 
 

Membership Dues  
 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 
 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
 

       Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

Volunteer 
 

Are you interested in volunteering with the Society?  Would you like to help us in preserving the history 

of our City?  Tell us a bit about your talents and interests – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Director 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 

OR 
e-transfer funds to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

If you are a new member using e-transfer, please 

email the completed form to us at the above email 

OR 

Leave it at the Membership table at any General 

Meeting 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history
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