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The Burlington Historical Society 

GAZETTE 

 

 

Our Speaker for Black History Month is Naomie 

Seh who is currently one of the two Presidents of 

the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE), the 

University of Waterloo Chapter. She was one of 

the founding members when the chapter launched 

in 2019. 
 

Naomie’s past experiences include creating her 

own club at her high school along with her sister, 

the Black Matters Club (BMC), aimed to celebrate 

and empower black students in her student body 

and in the community as a whole.  

 

Naomie is currently in her second year of Civil 

Engineering at the University of Waterloo (UW). 

She is a positive and uplifting part of her community 

and hopes to continue creating opportunities to 

help others develop their skills in an enjoyable and 

effective way. 

 

 
 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes      Editor: Joan Downey
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President’s Message     Joan Downey 

 

 

 

February sometimes 

feels like the longest 

month of the year 

but it is a month full 

of celebrations.  

  

 

 

For many years it has been celebrated as: 

 Heart Month 

 Black History Month 

  

Some of us also celebrate  the following holidays: 

 Feb. 1 Chinese New Year 

 Feb. 2 Groundhog Day 

 Feb.14 Valentine’s Day 

 Feb.15 National Flag Day 

 Feb.21 Family Day 

Then, if you want to add the silly ones, and there 

are many: 

 Feb. 4 National Bubble Gum Day 

 Feb. 9 National Toothache Day (does that 

mean you have to have a toothache to celebrate?)  
 

February 21-27 is also Heritage Week in Ontario. 

A few years ago Burlington chose to move our 

celebration of Heritage Week to the first week of 

August to coincide with Joseph Brant Day.  This 

permits us to enjoy the summer weather while 

celebrating.  
 

As in previous years, in 2022 The Burlington 

Historical Society will be working closely with 

Heritage Burlington and the Museums of 

Burlington to bring you a week of interesting and 

fun filled events. 
 

In the meantime, keep an eye out for our 2’x4’  

posters of Historic Burlington, soon to be 

displayed around town! 

 

A very warm welcome to our newest BHS 

Members – Ruth E. Coverdale, Bernice 

Pedreschi and Don Thorpe! 

We also appreciate the 32 Renewed Members to 

date, who have chosen to support our cause again 

in 2022. 

 

If you wish to renew your BHS membership for 

2022, there are 2 ways to do it: 

Either complete the Membership Form on the 

back of your January Gazette and mail it along with 

your remittance to the address shown on the 

bottom left of this Membership Form  

or  

fill in and email the completed form to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and send your 

remittance via e-transfer. 

Again, we thank you for your continued support 

and especially during this long period of COVID! 

Stay safe! 

Membership Report  Jane Ann Newson 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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A Walk through Time – St. Luke’s Churchyard 

The Pettits – a Loyalist Family  Dorothy Kew 

 
The Pettit Monument – St. Luke’s Churchyard  Photo Dorothy Kew 

 

This imposing monument bears the somewhat 

difficult to read inscription: 

Andrew Freeman Pettit died Sept. 13 1898 aged 90 years 

Mary Elizabeth Muir his wife died Oct. 5 1890 aged 78 years 

Sarah Anna died Nov. 30 1858 aged 2 years 5 months 10 days 

 

Andrew Freeman Pettit was the son of Jonathan 

Andrew Pettit, who was born in 1782 in 

Johnsonburg, Sussex, New Jersey and who, with his 

father Andrew came to Canada in 1787, settling in 

the County of Lincoln. According to The History 

of the County of Brant, Ontario published by 

J. H. Beers & Co. (1883), Jonathan Andrew Pettit 

served as a lieutenant in the War of 1812. He had 

taken the Oath of Allegiance and petitioned for 200 

acres of land in Grimsby in 1806. His son, Andrew 

Freeman Pettit was born in 1808 in Grimsby and 

married Catherine Beamer.  Among their children 

were Jonathan Muir Pettit and William Green 

Pettit, both of whom settled in Burlington.  

 

Two Pettit descendants are commemorated in St. 

Luke’s Church with stained glass windows.   

 

Andrew Christopher Pettit, the son of Jonathan 

Muir Pettit, married Rachel Jane Richardson. He 

had two daughters, Margaret and Mary, who 

commissioned the window known as Come Unto 

Me, which depicts Christ with the text from 

Matthew 11:28, “Come unto me all ye that labour 

and are heavy laden and I will give you rest”. 

Andrew C. Pettit and wife, Jane Burlington Historical Society 

 

Andrew Pettit is also remembered with a tree 

planted by his daughters in the churchyard near to 

the monument of Frank Hovey, the fourth rector 

of St. Luke’s. 

 

Andrew’s first cousin, John Arthur Pettit, son of 

William Green Pettit, also has a stained-glass 

window dedicated to his memory and that of his 

wife, Kathleen Mary Harvey. The window, on the 

west side of the nave, is known as Mine Eyes Have  

Seen, and depicts the presentation of Jesus at the 

temple. 
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William Green Pettit bought the farm property at 

Conc 3 SDS, pt. Lot 17, known as “Balsam Lodge” 

from the Fothergill family. The house is still 

standing at 2290 Queensway Drive. 

 

William was Reeve of Nelson Township in 1896.  

His daughter-in-law, Mary Pettit, served as 

councillor for Nelson Township in 1945 then as 

Reeve and finally as Warden of Halton County in 

1949. John Arthur Pettit served as People’s 

Warden in 1900, 1902 to 1905, and 1914 to 1915, 

and Rector’s Warden from 1929 to 1930.  

 

Andrew died in 1937 and is buried with his wife 

and daughter, Mary, in Greenwood Cemetery.  

John Arthur died in 1952 and with his wife is also 

buried in Greenwood. 

 

 

“Balsam Lodge” former Pettit Home. City of Burlington 

 

Editor’s Note – This article originally appeared in the 

St. Luke’s Church Newsletter.

 

Happenings ar ound Burlington 

Our roving photographer, Pat Taylor, is always on 

the lookout for interesting items.  In the early Fall 

she came across activity in a field on Appleby Line. 

Photo by Pat Taylor  

 

The Big Dig  by Pat Taylor 

This scene is what I could see from the sidewalk 

near 1309 Appleby Line. (Now demolished.)  An 

archeological dig was going on.  I had several 

questions.  Why the dig?  Why did they choose to 

dig in this part of the field and not closer to where 

the house had been?  Had they found anything?  

The Field Manager wasn’t 

allowed to answer my 

questions – at least, not while 

the dig was taking place.  He 

did tell me that they were 

looking for signs of an 

aboriginal presence.  

Hopefully he will be given 

permission to speak at one of 

our monthly meetings in the 

spring or next autumn.  
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Burlington Reeves – Part X  -  Mayors – Part I 

Maxwell Charles Smith (1875-1964) 

Reeve of Village of Burlington 1908-1914 

Mayor of Town of Burlington 1915-1916 & 1919 

In 1873, the hamlets of Wellington Square and Port 

Nelson joined together to form the village of 

Burlington. Local issues were handled then by a 

reeve. 

By 1914, the community had grown to a population 

of 2,150 and the following year the newly-

designated town elected its first mayor, Maxwell 

Charles Smith. 

Smith was well-known in town, having served as its 

reeve since 1908. 

However, his popularity extended beyond his 

political activities. 

Partnering with his father in the fruit business, 

Smith saw additional business opportunities acting  

 

as a fruit broker.  Burlington was well-known for 

the quality and abundance of the fruit grown here.  

Not stopping there, he recognized the need for 

good quality fruit to sell so he started the Niagara 

Brand Spray Company in Freeman. This company 

manufactured sulfur and other chemicals to spray 

fruit orchards. 

Smith’s interests were also in the transportation 

sector — as the first car owner in Burlington, 

passersby watched in amazement as he drove his 

red, single-engine Rambler down Brant Street in 

1902 at the breath-taking speed of 20 miles per 

hour. 

The Archives of Ontario has a record of license 

number 188, issued to M.C. Smith by the Province 

of Ontario. 

That’s Max in the floppy white hat and his father is 

leaning on the fence. 

Max served as the Ontario Highways 

Commissioner in 1910 when the first paved road, 

King’s Highway #2 was under construction.  He is 

credited with the idea of white lane markings: a 

suggestion he made to make the road safer for 

travel.   

 

Stock 

photo 
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He was the first mayor of Burlington to send young 

men off to war, many never returning. 

 

During his terms as Burlington’s Mayor, Max was 

instrumental in the development of the 

waterworks and sewage system.  He also initiated 

work on the breakwater along the shore. 

He was one of the founders of the Burlington Golf 

& Country Club, a 60-year member of the Masonic 

Lodge and past president of the Halton 

Conservative Association. 

Maxwell was 1 of 8 children born to John 

Chamberlain Smith and his wife, Sarah Amelia 

Boothman.   

The Smith home at 433 Smith Avenue was built by 

George Blair in 1890 and sold to the Smiths in 

1891.  It is still standing today.  

 

In 1907 in Hyland Park, Michigan, Max married 

Jesse Slate DesLauriers. The couple returned to 

Burlington to make their home, eventually having 3 

children, Dennis, Maxine and Donald.

 

The Smith’s lived on Lakeshore Road for many 

years.  When Max died in 1964, his home was at 

1865 King Road. 

Their eldest son, Dennis was a medical doctor, 

working at one of the mines in northern Ontario.  

At the age of 30 he died in a tragic accident. at 

Kenora, ON. He suffered severe burns when a 

masquerade costume he was wearing caught fire. 

By the time help arrived it was too late to save him.  

Max & Jesse are buried in Greenwood Cemetery. 

Buried with them are 2 of their 3 children.  Their 

daughter, Maxine, is buried in Porters Lake, Nova 

Scotia with her husband and family. 

Photo: www.findagrave.org 

All other photos – BHS Archives 

http://www.findagrave.org/
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There is not very much happening in the Archives 

these days, so I thought you would enjoy this 

“Looking Back” article. 

Brant Street Railway Crossing – 1952 

The Prints of Burlington – Gary Evans 

 

 

There was once a very tall control tower at the 

Brant Street/Freeman rail crossing.   

 

The tower was manned by flagmen around the 

clock, who controlled the barricades. Fred Cornish 

was the longest serving employee of the station, 

where he operated the crossing gates and switches 

from 1926 until he retired in 1955.  

 

In the 1950s this rail line was the heaviest travelled 

line in the country with both CNR and CPR using 

the tracks.   

Motorists were often held up by long freight trains 

passing through Freeman Station. This level 

crossing caused many traffic jams on Brant Street 

while motorists waited for the gates to lift.  An 

underpass replaced the crossing in 1962.  

Outreach Report   Joan Downey 

Between many people down with a case of COVID 

and the Christmas break, our Outreach program 

has suffered.   This pandemic has been dragging on 

and dragging us down.   

Last year we were very active and completed a 

number of projects. 

But, now it’s a new year and time to continue to 

get out in the community and share our expertise 

and our collections.

A Project List is being developed to give us some 

direction for 2022.  

I’m sure with all the time spent at home during 

various lockdowns, you may have had an idea or 

two of how to promote or preserve Burlington 

history. 

Share your ideas with us.  We are always glad to 

receive suggestions.   

Email at info@burlingtonhistorical.ca

Burlington Historical Society 

Officers  

(Elected) 

Directors  

(Appointed) 

Convenors  

(Appointed) 

Archives  

Volunteers 
 
President             Joan Downey 
Vice President      VACANT 

Secretary             Dobrila Kinn 
Treasurer            VACANT 
 

Past President      Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs        Alan Harrington 

Bookkeeper    Jane Ann Newson 
Archives          Joan Downey 
Webmaster     Wayne Murphy 

Membership     Pat Taylor 
                       Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter       Joan Downey 

Outreach         Vacant 
Event Planner   Pat Taylor 

 
Greeting Cards         Anne Wingfield 

Phone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington   Alan Harrington 
Publicity                    Jennifer Kemp 

50/50 Draw               Frank Armstrong         
 

 
Peggy Armstrong 

Josie Hammond 
Jennifer Kemp 
Dorothy Kew 

Dobrila Kinn 
Chris Mallion Moore 

Donna Ryan 

Pat Taylor 
Nicola Thomson 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 Membership - 2022 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 
 

Membership Dues  
 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 
 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
 

       Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

Volunteer 
 

Are you interested in volunteering with the Society?  Would you like to help us in preserving the history 

of our City?  Tell us a bit about your talents and interests – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 

OR 

e-transfer funds to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

If you are a new member using e-transfer, please 

email the completed form to us at the above email 

OR 

Leave it at the Membership table at any General 

Meeting 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history
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