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The Burlington Historical Society 

GAZETTE 

 

 

 

200 Years of Farming in Burlington

 

We don’t often get the opportunity to meet a 

descendant of one of the founding families of 

Burlington.  Our January speaker, James Fisher, falls 

into that category. 

From 1821 until 1967 the Fisher family ran a 

thriving family business on the east side of Guelph 

Line, just below Middle Road. (QEW). That 

property was sold for the construction of 

Burlington Centre. That was not the end of Fisher 

Farms in Burlington, 

This photo is from the recent unveiling of The Fisher Farm 

plaque in Burlington Centre.  From L-R, Nate Fisher, James 

Fisher & Jeanne Bullock (nee Fisher). 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  
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President’s Message     Joan Downey 

 

It’s 2022.  Whoever thought we would still be 

dealing with pandemic restrictions?  As we did last 

year, we are going to deal with our Annual General 

Meeting at arm’s length. 

This edition of the Gazette will include updates for 

our members on the various efforts and 

accomplishments of the society during 2021.   

Then, to complete the AGM requirements, early in 

the New Year, our Nominating Chair, Jane Ann 

Newson, will forward a proposed slate of officers 

for 2022.  At the same time, Jane Ann, as our 

Bookkeeper, will email our financial report for 

2021. 

Again, we ask 2 things of you as members in 

good standing of The Burlington Historical 

Society:   

✓ by return email, advise your acceptance of 

the financial statement for 2021 

✓ by return email, advise your acceptance of 

the proposed officers for 2022 

NOTE: for those who do not have email – please 

phone (905)336-2375 and leave a message. Please, 

include your name. 

 

In January of 2021 we had excellent response to 

this request and were well over our required 

quorem of 10 to carry a vote.  

 

Thank you for your support.   

 
Virtue Motors  
By Don Macdougall, donvmac@gmail.com 

Some of you may remember Virtue Motors that 

Frank Virtue operated at Lakeshore and Locust 

streets from 1920 to 1975.  A recent article in 

Families (Ontario Genealogical Society, May 2021) 

describes Virtue’s efforts to sell cars on Toronto’s 

downtown Yonge St in the 1910s.  At the beginning 

of the automobile era, he tried his hand there 

selling the 3-wheeled Motorette, the RCH and the 

Keeton car before becoming district organizer for 

Ford, which then dominated the Canadian 

automotive market.  Ford offered him a dealership 

in Burlington and he moved in March 1920 with his 

young family, setting up a Ford dealership.  During 

the next 55 years the Virtue dealership changed 

from Ford to General Motors and then Dodge-

Chrysler, also selling gasoline and household 

appliances. At age 89, Virtue described that his life 

and “whole ambition was for mechanics and 

machinery.” 

 

 

The article has been placed in the Virtue Collection 

in the  BHS library: Families (Ontario Genealogical 

Society), May 2021. 
 

In addition, the complete article will be sent to you 

via email or regular mail.   
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Outreach Report 2021 
 
With pandemic restrictions in place our Outreach activities were severely restricted, however, we did still 

manage to remain visible in the community. 

Community Events 

March 6   The Waldie Tour, walking tour of downtown Burlington with guide Alan Harrington 

August 6  Downtown Walking Tour with guide Alan Harrington 

August 1-8  Heritage Week – BHS, with David Craig of HistoryPix, produced eight 24x48” posters 

   depicting Burlington History. These were placed around town for Heritage Week.  

   Expect to see them soon again. 

Projects 

August    A refurbished Edward VII fountain was reinstalled thanks to the collaboration of BHS, 

   Heritage Burlington and the City of Burlington.  It even has a light on top for the first 

   time in decades.  

September 16   Dedication of Brant Inn Storyboard at Spencer Smith Park 

November  BHS again collaborated with Heritage Burlington and the City and, for this project 

   also Canadian Legion Branch 60 in the renaming of City Hall Square to Veteran  

   Square 

 November      Signs were installed on the 2 Vimy Oak trees located in Veteran Square. This project 

   was spearheaded by Alan Harrington. 

November 30   A plaque, honouring the Fisher Family contribution to the history of Burlington was 

   unveiled at Burlington Centre. 

December    BHS is a sponsor of the 2021 Festival of Lights 

December  We just printed 3 more brochures about former villages of Burlington.  That makes a 

   total of 7 ready for when we can get out into the public eye again.
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Speakers Meetings in 2021 

All 2021 meetings were held online using ZOOM.  It is unfortunate that not all members were able to take 

part.  At this time we have no schedule for the resumption of “in person” meetings.  

Thanks to ZOOM we were able to go global this year.  

January 11  Rick Goldring, former Mayor of Burlington.  This was our first ZOOM presentation. 

February 8  Linda V. Carter – The Making of a Judge, the story of her father George Ethelbert 

   Carter the first Canadian born black judge. 

March 8  Rick Green, Co-Creator of the Red Green Show and Member of the Order of Canada 

April 12  Ken Armson – The Legacy of John Waldie and Sons 

May 10   Dr. Robin McLachlin – Australians in the Gold Rush via ZOOM from AUSTRALIA! 

August 9  Chris Mallion-Moore – Spencer Smith, the Man and the Park – a special summer  

   presentation 

September 13  Chris Mallion-Moore – Elizabeth Simcoe 

October 12  Pam Robertson Rivet – This One Time at Band Camp 

November 8  Lt. Col. Robert Nash (ret’d) – A Life Well-Travelled – from Winnipeg 

 

 

1950s photo of Spencer Smith Park 

courtesy of Joseph Brant Museum. 

Pretty sure that’s Spencer Smith himself 

on the bridge. The fedora is the clue. 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Media 

A year ago we had 373 followers on Facebook.  Thanks to the efforts of Jennifer Kemp, our social media 

guru, we now have 680!  That’s an incredible increase due to the quality of Jennifer’s posts.  If you haven’t 

already done so, have a look: https://facebook.com/burlingtonhistory .   Instagram has 220 followers.  People 

are interested in Burlington History.  Good job, Jennifer.

https://facebook.com/burlingtonhistory
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The Gilbert Tice Bastedo Legacy 

Gilbert Tice Bastedo was born in 1775 in 

Schenectady, NY and came to Canada as a young 

man.   

In 1806, he was one of the earliest settlers in 

Nelson "on a forest farm on what was Dundas 

Street - a street in name only."  His land was south 

of Dundas Street, west of Walker’s Line. 

During the War of 1812, he was a private. He 

served on four separate occasions for a total of 68 

days.  

The family were devout Presbyterians whose home 

hosted missionary worship services for many years. 

In 1817 Gilbert gave land for a cemetery and, in 

1822, land for a church – the old St. Paul's 

Presbyterian Church on Dundas Street. Gilbert 

was one of the first three elders of this church and 

served as an elder for over 40 years.  

At his death on 8 February 1865, at the age of 84, 

it was reported that "6 sons, 6 daughters, 32 

grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren have 

passed under his patriarchal blessing."  He is buried 

in St Paul’s Presbyterian Cemetery. 

In May of 2021, more than150 years after Gilbert’s 

death in Nelson Township, a woman died in 

Montreal.  Her name was Shirley Stikeman (nee 

McCall).  Shirley’s great great grandfather was 

Gilbert Tice Bastedo.  In Shirley’s possession was a 

family artifact, passed down through the family.  

When her estate was being settled BHS was 

contacted regarding that artifact.  Did we want it?   

That item was a small leather trunk.  Prominent on 

the top are the initials “G. B.”   

Why would a farmer have a trunk?  Well, there is 

a record from The Freemasons Lodge of Strict 

Observance in Hamilton, dated 1857, listing Gilbert 

Tice Bastedo’s occupation as lawyer.  So, perhaps 

the trunk was for a change of clothing and the 

documents he required to conduct business?  An 

interesting little tidbit – inside the lid is a pocket. 

Why?  Rumour has it that underclothes were 

stuffed in that pocket which caused the lid to form 

a dome and turned it into a comfortable seat. 

At the moment it is wrapped for protection and 

under the desk in the Archives.  Hopefully it will 

soon have a case and be on display in the library 

for all to enjoy. 

Photos BHS Archives 

 

 

 

 

Archives Report   Joan Downey 
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Archives Report cont’d. 

The Tien Kue 

It was a favourite place to celebrate birthdays, 

anniversaries and other important family events. 

The Tien Kue Restaurant has an important place in 

the memories of many residents.   

 

The restaurant was established in 1959 by 3 

partners in what had been a private home. One of 

the owners was the father of Bill Chow , who 

recently visited the archives to share some 

memorabilia of that restaurant. 

That’s Bill’s father, Bing Chow, in the middle. 

The restaurant operated on Plains Road East until 

it was demolished in 1982 for roadway 

improvements.  Many considered it a great loss to 

the community. 

 

Included in the items shared with us is a full menu, 

a takeout menu, matchbook covers and a number 

of postcards and photos. 

The most interesting document, in my opinion, is 

an immigration certificate for Bill’s father, entering 

Canada at Vancouver in 1912 aboard the Empress 

of Japan.  It states that he paid the $500 head tax 

“due under the provisions of the Chinese 

Immigration Act”.   I know you can’t really read this 

little photo but I will have a copy to show at our 

first “in person” meeting next year. 

Bill worked in his family restaurant from the age of 

12 as a dishwasher.  He remembers working on a 

New Year’s Eve and crying “I’m growing up too 

fast!” 

Thank you, Bill for sharing your memories.
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The Last Fare  Alan Harrington 

Burlington Taxi operated in the City of Burlington 

from 1968 until ceasing operations on November 

26, 2021 at 5:00 pm. 

To recognize 53 years of safe and reliable service 

to the community, Burlington Taxi was approached 

by the Burlington Historical Society to perform a 

“Ceremonial LAST FARE.”  

Andy, Burlington Taxi’s longest serving driver, was 

dispatched to attend a passenger at Freeman 

Station, 1285 Fairview Street. 

At the station, Andy issued his last passenger chit 

and received a thank you card and a railway spike 

memento in return. 

 

Burlington Taxi was the city’s last major taxi 

service, after a long line including Deluxe Taxi and 

Crown Cabs who operated during the 1950s. 

Crown Cabs even owned and operated the town’s 

ambulance. 

Taxis could often be seen waiting at the Freeman 

Station from the 1950s and forty years on until the 

Burlington Junction Railway Station closed on 

October 31, 1988.  CN Rail and GO Transit 

commuters arriving at the station could continue 

their journey home. 

Happy New Year BHS Members – Your BHS 

Executive wish to thank you most sincerely for 

your SUPPORT during the past year and what a 

year it was!  

Your commitment to our common cause under 

Zoom has been tremendous and we truly 

appreciate your dedication thru your renewals, 

donations, volunteering and attending our monthly 

ZOOM meetings. 

With 2022 on the horizon, we continue to be most 

grateful for your help as we move forward into the 

new year. We have already received 25 

renewed/new members for 2022.   Total 

Membership to date = 100.  

Continue to keep safe and we look forward to 

your participation at our January 10,2022 AGM on 

Zoom.

Officers  

(Elected) 

Directors  

(Appointed) 

Convenors  

(Appointed) 

Archives  

Volunteers 
 
President             Joan Downey 
Vice President      VACANT 
Secretary             Dobrila Kinn 

Treasurer            VACANT 
 
Past President      Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs        Alan Harrington 
Bookkeeper     Jane Ann Newson 

Archives          Joan Downey 
Webmaster     Wayne Murphy 
Membership     Pat Taylor 

Newsletter       Joan Downey 
Outreach         Vacant 
Event Planner   Pat Taylor 

 
Greeting Cards         Anne Wingfield 
Phone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 

Heritage Burlington   Rick Wilson 
                               Alan Harrington 
Publicity                   Jennifer Kemp 

50/50 Draw              Frank Armstrong         
 

Peggy Armstrong 
Josie Hammond 
Rebecca Keddy 

Jennifer Kemp 
Dorothy Kew 
Dobrila Kinn 

Chris Mallion Moore 
Donna Ryan 
Pat Taylor 

Russ Woodley 

Membership  Jane Ann Newson 
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              The Burlington Historical Society 
           Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
    

 

 Membership - 2022 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 
 

Membership Dues  
 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 
 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
 

       Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

Volunteer 
 

Are you interested in volunteering with the Society?  Would you like to help us in preserving the history 

of our City?  Tell us a bit about your talents and interests – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Director 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 

OR 

e-transfer funds to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

If you are a new member using e-transfer, please 

email the completed form to us at the above email 

OR 

Leave it at the Membership table at any General 

Meeting 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history
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