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The Burlington Historical Society 

GAZETTE 

 

 

 

A life well-travelled 
 
Our November Zoom presentation is scheduled for 

November 8th, just prior to Remembrance Day.   

 

Very fitting for this time of year, our speaker is Lieutenant 

Colonel Robert Nash (Ret’d.).   

 

Lieutenant Colonel Nash served in the Canadian Forces from 

1979 to 2009.  But, he wasn’t done.   He then served with the 

Royal New Zealand Air Force from 2009 until 2015.  That’s 36 

years of continuous military service! 

  

Nash will share highlights of his military career that took him 

from a small town in Ontario, north to Stavanger (Norway), 

south to Christchurch, east to Qatar, and west to Singapore. 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Nash will be coming to us on Zoom from 

his present home in Winnipeg.  

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for 

general purposes      Editor: Joan Downey
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Join us on 8 November 2021 

At 7 pm Via ZOOM 

 

Invite your friends for what promises to be an 

interesting evening. 
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The  Last Post   George Kush 

With November fast approaching I can't help but 

recall standing alongside my older sister Eleanor at 

the cold, damp Armistice Day services held on the 

11th at the Burlington cenotaph, then located on 

heights above Lake Ontario at Lakeshore Road. 

What I remember best of all is listening to the 

solemn notes of the "Last Post" as played by Great 

War veteran and Brant Street merchant Tom 

Waumsley. Mr Waumsley was my inspiration and 

as cadet bugler, a member of the "ship's company" 
of RCSCC Iron Duke, I am proud of the fact that 

several years later I played the "Last Post" on the 

occasion of the first Remembrance Day service 

held at the cenotaph's new location at Burlington 

City Hall. I am also proud to state, that "in and out” 

of our nation's uniform I have played the "Last  

Post" every November 11th without exception 

since 1963, a total of 58 years. The attached pen & 

ink sketch of the Burlington Cenotaph was 

completed by this artist who received "First Prize" 

for Provincial Grade 8 students from Dominion 

Headquarters, Royal Canadian Legion. At the time, 

I was 13 years old and attending Mountain Gardens 

Public School, my teacher was Miss Paulette 

Maclean. Posted in memory of my grandfather 

Frederick George Cornish, 3rd Canadian Machine 
Gun Brigade and longest serving employee at 

Freeman Station, 1923-1953. 

 

Courtesy of the artist George Kush @ Trail's End 

Studio, Fort Macleod, AB. 
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President’s Message   
Joan Downey 
 

As I write this we are nearing 20 months of living 

with restrictions imposed in an attempt to beat the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  We all hope the end is near. 

 

As was the case last year, the 2021 Burlington 

Remembrance Day observance will be virtual.  The 

Burlington Historical Society has purchased a 

wreath which will be laid by a member of the Royal 

Canadian Legion Branch 60, prior to the online 

ceremony.  Please check the City website for 

details. www.burlington.ca  

 

The November meeting is our last meeting for this 

year and from feedback I know that  those of you 

who attend have been enjoying the Zoom 

meetings. Using Zoom opens up the world for 

finding speakers and Alan found us one from 

Australia!  Last month’s speaker was from Medicine 

Hat and this month, Winnipeg.   

 

It is unfortunate that not all of our members are 

able to join us on Zoom.  But I hope you continue 

to enjoy the newsletter and informative emails. 

 

This is also time to look forward to January 2022 

and another Annual General Meeting with the 

opportunity to elect your BHS Directors for 2022. 

 

If you enjoy reading the monthly Gazette and 

hearing interesting speakers; if you have any ideas 

for future projects; if you want to see this society 

continue to function locally and  our Archives to 

remain in Burlington then, please - consider joining 

your Executive team.   

 

It’s not necessary to take on a Director position.  

Just sit in on a few meetings. 

 

 

 

 

If you have ever thought “they should have 

done….” or “why didn’t they say….” this is your 

invitation to share those thoughts.  Every 

committee can improve and there is no better way 

than with a new point of view.  

 

If you later decide to assume a Director’s position 

we welcome your commitment. 

Membership Report 

It’s time to pay your membership dues again.  

Seems like only yesterday, right? 

Since our “in person” monthly meetings were 

cancelled by COVID restrictions we have lost a 

few members.  Our present membership number 

is 99, down from 123 before the pandemic 

shutdowns. 

Let’s try to bring that number back up.   

Do you know someone with an interest in 

Burlington History?  

• Share with them our webpage address 

https://burlingtonhistorical.ca .  

• Tell them about our 5000+ entries in the 

digital collection (available from the 

Archives page).  

• Share a newsletter  

• Tell them about our great guest speakers 

and Alan’s Historic Walks.   

http://www.burlington.ca/
https://burlingtonhistorical.ca/
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Burlington Reeves -  Part IX  

George Allen (6 Dec 1843- 5 Feb. 1918)  Reeve of Village of Burlington 1906-7 
Note:  This series was put on hold in March of 2020. This chapter takes up where we left off

George Allen, born in Wellington Square in1843, 

was the fifth child born of Robert Allen and his wife 

Jane Smyth.  George and his siblings grew up and 

attended public school in the village. George went 

on to attend business college in Toronto. 

Robert Allen helped his sons to become 

established in business or learn a trade.  George 

became an apprentice in a tinsmith shop at the 

corner of Brant and Pine.  After learning the trade, 

he bought out the business. Later he added 

hardware, coal and wood departments.  After 

nearly 40 years he retired and sold the tinsmith and 

hardware business to his nephew, James S. Allen 

Allen’s Hardware, ca 1910 – BHS Archives 

After George retired we find evidence that he 

either went into constructing houses himself or 

became an agent selling for the builder. In 1910 

watermains and sewers were installed west of 

Brant Street.  This began an early 20th century 

building boom along Burlington Avenue.   One 

example is 504 Burlington Avenue.  The 10 June 

1914 Gazette includes a notice advertising “FOR 

SALE: An eight-roomed house with all modern 

conveniences and electric fixtures. Good locality, 

on Burlington Avenue, one block from Radial. 

Terms moderate. Apply to: GEO ALLEN.”  There 

are a number of others in the same general area 

also being sold by George. 

504 Burlington Avenue - BHS Archives 

Brother James Allen, was a carriage maker of 

considerable fame.  The Allen factory was located 

at the corner of Brant and Maria and in the 1800s 

built many of the horse cars and sleighs for the 

Hamilton Street Railway. By 1877 their product 

was described as “hard to surpass in excellence of 

finish and durability.” 

Possibly an Allen HSR streetcar, ca 1875 – Courtesy The Spec.com 

A third brother, John entered into partnership with 

George for a time and later moved to Waterdown 

where he was a successful farmer. 

Both George and James were active in Village 

politics.  James was a councillor when Port Nelson 

and Wellington Square were joined to form the 

Village of Burlington in 1873.  He served as the first 

town clerk and as the customs officer.  George also  
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served as a councillor and was appointed Justice of 

the Peace. Then in 1906 George was elected to the 

office of Reeve of the Village of Burlington, a 

position which he held for the elected term of 1 

year.  As was the way of businessmen in those days, 

he was also very active in the church, and belonged 

to several fraternal societies  

In 1872  George had married Mary Jane Kinnear 

and they had 1 son and 4 daughters.  Mary Jane died 

in 1876.  Most of the family continued to live in 

Burlington or close by.  In 1912, George married 

for the second time to Anna May McCay.  They had 

no children. 

 

George died of heart failure  on 5 Febraury 1918.   

“The funeral was largely attended both by his 

townspeople and friends from a distance. The floral 

tributes were numerous and very beautiful. The 

service was conducted by his pastor Rev. G. W. 

Barker assisted by Revs. Amy, Andrews, Anderson 

and Hove of Burlington , and Rev. C.L. McIrwine of 

Hamilton.” 

George is buried in Greenwood Cemetery with his 

first wife, Mary Jane Kinnear, their daughter, Mabel 

and other family members..   

 

Outreach Report –  
We have a volunteer to run our Poster Lending 

Program!  Member Linda Ploen has stepped up to 

take on this project.  Expect to be seeing our 

posters around town in the new year. 

In the interim, I have asked the staff at Central 

Library if they would allow us to display our 

posters in the Lobby.  So the next time you drop 

by Central you may see an example. 

Our artist in residence, Alan Harrington has again 

contributed to a public art initiative.   

The City of Burlington public art program launched 

a temporary art project, RE:DE(SIGN) as part of 

Culture Days. The public art program installed 

small, temporary artworks on signposts along the 

Waterfront Trail, stretching from Beachway Park 

to the Lift Bridge. The signs featured the work of 

22 local visual artists and writers.   

And there, in good company,  near the pumphouse 

is a piece by our own Alan Harrington! 

Alan has lent his artistic talents to projects before.  

He contributed to the Teen Tour Band Mural at 

the Music Centre in Central Park and to the Spiral 

Stela in front of the Burlington Performing Arts 

Centre.

 

Photo – Alan Harrington 

I hope he remembers us when he’s famous.
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Freeman Station Update 

Alan Harrington 
 

Words from the new FOFS President,  

Ed Keenleyside 

 
I am humbled to be taking on 

the responsibility of President 

from such an illustrious group 

who preceded me. I’m not 

often at a loss for words, as 

most of you already know, 

other than to say how proud I 

am to be a part of the Friends 

of Freeman Station. It will be my goal to give you 

the best I can. I have a great Board of Directors.  

 

Freeman station is also blessed with an outstanding 

membership – past and present.  Ed 

 

Did you know? 
70 years ago, on 14 October 1951 

Queen Elizabeth was at the Freeman 

Station!  

>>>>>>>>>>>>  TRUE  <<<<<<<<<<<<<  

- for about 1 second - as her train whizzed past 

on its way from Toronto to Niagara Falls. 

 

Oct 12, 1951: HRH Princess Elizabeth and her 

husband the Duke of Edinburgh arrive in Toronto 

to ride a ten-car Royal train made up of equipment 

provided by CN and CP. 

 

It included two government cars used by 

Elizabeth's parents on the 1939 Royal Tour and the 

train was powered by CN Northern No. 6401.  

It departed Toronto for Niagara Falls early on the 

morning of October 14 most likely passing through 

Burlington.  

 

“I have vivid memories of my journey across the country 

in 1951," she said of the trip.  

 

OK she was only a princess at the time - and she 

was riding westbound at high speed past the 

station- at about 7:00 am so she probably didn't 

even see it through her royal passenger car 

window. 

 

Newspaper front page is photoshopped 

 

If she was looking - she would have seen a Union 

Jack Flag hanging there for her.  

 

Less than four months later, upon the death of her 
father King George VI, the princess became Queen 

Elizabeth II 

 

But "that second" at the Station must have been so 

dear to her - that even to this day - she still calls 

herself  Queen Elizabeth "the Second"  

 

PS - That original Union Jack flag from the Station 

is STILL around !!   

It is hanging in a museum in Alberta - thanks to 

George Kush.  Alan
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Archives Report  Joan Downey 

Our Archives Volunteers are back and working at 

trying to sort out what has happened while the 

Archives were off limits.  I appreciate that they 

continue to have an interest in preserving 

Burlington’s history. 

 

A couple of weeks ago while, of course observing 

COVID restrictions,  I met with our member Ed 

Keenleyside.  You will note elsewhere in this issue 

that Ed has just been elected as President of the 

Friends of Freeman Station group. 

Well, Ed is also a friend of The Burlington 

Historical Society.  

An RCAF vet and former history teacher, Ed is  

also an incurable researcher of all things military 

related. He has researched and authored a number 

of books and articles and he continues to share the 

results of his research with The Burlington 

Historical Society.

 

Of course, you are aware of his major undertaking 

“We Were Just Doing Our Bit”.  That book  

included information on the person behind each 

and every name on our Cenotaph. 

But, he didn’t stop there, he has now followed up 

with “An Illustrated History of the Burlington 

Cenotaph” which is in the process of being 

published by the City of Burlington. 

Ed also shared with us “Unparalleled Commitment 

to Freedom – Six Brothers Answer the Call in 

WWI – The Oakes Family in Burlington” and “In 

His Own Hand – One man’s poignant account of 

his military life in the Great War”.  Add to that the 

booklet “Vimy Oaks Ceremony Memento” and a 

couple of non-Burlington booklets and we have 

quite a collection of military books, thanks to Ed 

Keenleyside.   

If you are interested in browsing through this 

material, please email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

and arrangements can be made. 

Also, if your student has a school project requiring 

research into a member of the armed forces, you 

will not find a more complete file on any Burlington 

veteran from World War I to the present day. 

 

 

Next month we may be able to share exciting news 

about an artifact which belonged to one of our first 

settlers – Gilbert Bastedo.  Stay tuned. 

 

Officers  

(Elected) 

Directors  

(Appointed) 

Convenors  

(Appointed) 

Archives  

Volunteers 
 
President             Joan Downey 
Vice President      VACANT 
Secretary             Dobrila Kinn 

Treasurer            VACANT 
 
Past President      Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs        Alan Harrington 
Bookkeeper     Jane Ann Newson 

Archives          Joan Downey 
Webmaster     Wayne Murphy 
Membership     Pat Taylor 
Newsletter       Joan Downey 

Outreach         Vacant 
Event Planner   Pat Taylor 

 
Greeting Cards         Anne Wingfield 
Phone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 

Heritage Burlington   Rick Wilson 
                               Alan Harrington 
Publicity                   Jennifer Kemp 
50/50 Draw              Frank Armstrong         

 

Peggy Armstrong 
Josie Hammond 
Rebecca Keddy 

Jennifer Kemp 
Dorothy Kew 
Dobrila Kinn 
Chris Mallion Moore 

Donna Ryan 
Pat Taylor 
Russ Woodley 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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                The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

    

 

 Membership - 2022 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 
 

Membership Dues  
 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 
 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
 

       Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 Volunteer   
 

Are you interested in volunteering with the Society?  Would you like to help us in preserving the history 

of our City?  Tell us a bit about your talents and interests – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Director 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 

OR 
e-transfer funds to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

If you are a new member using e-transfer, please 

email the completed form to us at the above email 

OR 

Leave it at the Membership table at any General 

Meeting 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history
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