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The Burlington Historical Society 

Gazette 

 

 

 

Our presenter for 

September is 

Chris Mallion-

Moore. Chris 

was the Local 

History Librarian 

at Burlington 

Central Library 

prior to her 

retirement four 

years ago. You 

may have met her 

in that role.  

 

Chris has always enjoyed researching historical 

subjects and especially likes to put the spotlight on 

what she she thinks of as “unsung heroes” of local 

history.  

 

This is not the first time Chris has been our 

speaker. In August she gave us  a presentation 

about Spencer George Smith, founder of 

Burlington’s jewel on the lake.  

 

This presentation about Elizabeth Simcoe focuses 

on her journey to Upper and Lower Canada in 

1791 to 1796 in the company of her husband, first 

Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, John 

Graves Simcoe. The diary she kept and illustrated 

provides a valuable impression of life in early 

colonial Ontario and Quebec.  
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President’s Message  Joan Downey

Here we are going into the Fall of 2021 and the 

pandemic is still affecting our day to day lives.  

Hopefully, like myself, you are and your family are 

fortunate enough to have been spared. 

There is still no sign of the opening of Centennial 

Hall at the Library for meetings, so we will continue 

with Zoom presentations, probably until the end of 

the year.  I apologize to those members who do 

not use the internet. It is unfortunate that your 

only communication from us is this newsletter. 

However, I know you will remain loyal to The 

Burlington Historical Society. 

If you read further in this issue, you will see that 

BHS has been hard at work all summer. We also 

have some projects planned for the fall which will 

be revealed shortly.  If you have any ideas for future 

projects, please let us know.  We are always 

looking for ideas. 

I thank you all for your support in this challenging 

time and hope to see you soon.      

With an election having 

been called for this 

month, the following 

article is quite 

appropriate. 

 

Election Time 
Quoted from: Seven Sundays by Julika Winkler 

Submitted by Pat Taylor 

The conversion of the local inn to a polling station was 

quite simple.  A platform was constructed in front of an 

open window of the inn or building that was to serve as 

polling station; from this window the returning officer 

and the clerk conducted the election.  As each voter 

arrived, he climbed the platform or “hustings” and 

proceeded to call through the window his name, 

address, occupation and the name of his chosen 

candidate.  Everyone in the assembled crowd knew the 

voter’s party affiliation.  The voting lasted a full week, 

except for Sundays.  

 

 

 

 

 

BHS Archives 

Ross Taylor  

Collection
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Tribute to Ruth Anna Borthwick 

Ruth Anna Borthwick 

1926-2021 

Ruth (and her husband John – 2014)) were long time committed members of The Burlington Historical 

Society.  It is unknown as to when Ruth joined BHS, but she took it on with an enthusiastic voice and was 

supportive during her time with the Society. 

Ruth played active roles on the Executive, as a Convenor and as President.    A few of the responsibilities she 

undertook during her years were: 

a. Author of many Gazette Newsletter articles written on various aspects of our Burlington 

history 

b. Active member of our BHS Small Book Club resulting in ‘Brant Inn Memories’ book launched 

in February 2008 and a video entitled ‘Meet Me at the Brant Inn’ 

c. BHS President 1996-1997 

d. A member of the Ireland House Fundraising Dinner team 

e. Special Events Co-Ordinator  

f. Participant in the February Burlington History Day 

g. Bits of Burlington contributor    

h. Promoted BHS awareness throughout our community 

i. Ruth’s smile and good humour were contagious  

j. Ruth was made an Honorary Life Member of The Burlington Historical Society for her work 

As the African proverb goes “it takes a Village to raise a child” but in our case it took Ruth Borthwick as well 

as others, who brought enthusiasm, dedication and getting actively involved to better prepare BHS for the 

future.  

The Burlington Historical Society salutes Ruth Anna Borthwick for her sincere commitment in helping 

preserve and promote our Burlington heritage.                Jane Ann Newson 
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S.S. #8 Zimmerman School 
In the past week I have spent many hours trying to 

get to the bottom of the history of Zimmerman 

School, S.S. #8 Nelson, located on Appleby Line, at 

#2 Sideroad, across from Trinity Baptist Church. 

The search started when my sister pointed out that 

a house on Appleby Line had been built around 

what appeared to be an old school.  What follows 

is the result of many emails back and forth between 

us. 

Google Street view – ca 2020 

The only photo we had in the Archives was this 

class photo.  

That is definitely not the same building.  I thought 

one of the photos must have been mislabelled.  

Well, turns out there was no mislabelling.  These 

are indeed different buildings but both are S.S. #8 

Zimmerman School. 

Prior to the building of the concrete schoolhouse  

shown above behind the children there had been 

possibly 2 log/wood schoolhouses on this land 

(1854 & 1869) with no land transfer transactions 

recorded.   

In the early days of Nelson Township often a 

farmer would just allow a school or church to be 

built on his land with no official record being made.   

The school in the photo below was built in 1873 

and it is the same design of school which the 

children in the photo attended.  At one time the 

school had an enrollment of 80 students, some 

from nearby Salem. 

One of many Google searches revealed this 

postcard for sale on EBay. Guess who bought it for 

the Archives. 

The following is a transcript of the transfer of the 

land for the school. 

Halton County, Nelson, Abstract book #51, page 32 

Concession 2, NDS, part lot #5Transaction 1097 

 

Dated 8 April 1872   

Registered 26 April 1873  

From: Johnson Zimmerman & Wife  

To: Nathaniel Lamb, James Zimmerman & Thomas 

Watson as Trustees of S.S. nbr. 8 of the Township of 

Nelson  

100 Acres    

In consideration of:  none noted  
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So there it is – in 1872/3 Johnson Zimmerman gave 

part of his farm land for the construction of a 

schoolhouse.  The 1877 Halton County Atlas 

shows a schoolhouse on his farm. If you look 

closely there is a little schoolhouse just in front of 

the Z. 

1877 Halton County Atlas 

 

In 1929 a new modern structure was built to 

replace the concrete school.  This school was a 

one-storey square plan brick structure with a three 

bay façade. The central door had half sidelights and 

a fan transom with projecting brick eye-brow trim, 

a stone keystone and brick pilasters with stone 

capitals. (correct, I didn’t write that bit). Possibly at 

a later date the shallow hipped roof, clad with 

metal, was raised to create another storey, clad 

with aluminum siding.           

A photo found online dated 2009 shows the school 

had been abandoned.  I have yet to find a record of 

when the building ceased to be used as a school but 

I’ll continue to search.  

 

Except where noted, all photos are from BHS 

Archives. 

Membership Report  
Rebecca Keddy 
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BHS has been quite visible in the community this 

summer.    

In a joint effort between us and our longtime friend 

David Craig, 8 Historic Burlington signs have been 

produced. During the recent  Heritage Week, 

August 2-8th, the signs were placed in public view 

in businesses both Downtown and in Aldershot. 

Here’s our sign in the Red Cross building on First 

Street. The business managers received many 

favourable comments.  In the fall we hope to ‘take 

the show on the road’.   

Also during Heritage Week, Alan guided another 

of his popular Historic Walking Tours, this time a 

Downtown Tour. 

This photo illustrates 2 Outreach events: Alan 

guiding his tour AND pointing out the newly 

refurbished Edward VII fountain located in Civic 

Square. The successful fountain refurbishment 

project was a joint effort of The Burlington 

Historical Society, Heritage Burlington and the City 

of Burlington.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo:  

Pat Taylor

 

 

 Photo: Anne Sorochinsky 

The team of BHS and David Craig have also 

developed a story board to remember the Brant 

Inn. It is slated to be installed in Spencer Smith Park 

later this month.  It will be placed at the location of 

the Brant Inn, at the foot of Maple Avenue.   

 

Stay tuned for more Outreach news.
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Freeman Station Update   

Alan Harrington 

As has been the case since March 2020, the 

pandemic has kept the Station closed to the public. 

However, small groups of masked workers have 

been on site doing painting, preparation and 

maintenance. 

The “portico” room which was sponsored by The 

Burlington Historical Society has been remodelled 

to feature the scale model CN Locomotive #7500. 

It sits beneath an original CNR notice board and is 

lit by an original locomotive headlight. 

 

 

 

 

Outside, the crew has installed a ground level 

platform to access the “new” rail cars which need 

some work done…… 

 

After suffering the Canadian elements over the 

past 100 years, all the exterior wood on the 

caboose sides needs to be replaced. 

It is not so simple to just pick up the lumber from 

the local hardware store. 

A century ago, boards were cut a bit wider and a 

bit thicker than the sizes mills cut to today. 

Then they need to be tongue & groove to create a 

good waterproof seal. 

 

It is expected the sides could be installed and 

painted CN red before the fall of 2021. 

 

The boxcar is older but still in "good" shape and 

will get looked at next year.

Officers  

(Elected) 

Directors  

(Appointed) 

Convenors  

(Appointed) 

Archives  

Volunteers 
 
President             Joan Downey 
Vice President      Rebecca Keddy  
Secretary             Dobrila Kinn 

Treasurer            VACANT 
 
Past President      Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs        Alan Harrington 
Bookkeeper     Jane Ann Newson 

Archives          Joan Downey 
Webmaster     Wayne Murphy 
Membership     Rebecca Keddy 
Newsletter       Joan Downey 

Outreach         Vacant 
Event Planner   Pat Taylor 

 
Greeting Cards         Anne Wingfield 
Phone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 

Heritage Burlington   Rick Wilson 
                               Alan Harrington 
Publicity                   Jennifer Kemp 
50/50 Draw              Frank Armstrong         

 

Peggy Armstrong 
Josie Hammond 
Rebecca Keddy 

Jennifer Kemp 
Dorothy Kew 
Dobrila Kinn 

Chris Mallion Moore 

Donna Ryan 
Pat Taylor 

Russ Woodley 
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                The Burlington Historical Society 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 Membership - 2021 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 
 

Membership Dues  
 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 
 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
 

       Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 Volunteer   
 

Are you interested in volunteering with the Society?  Would you like to help us in preserving the history 

of our City?  Tell us a bit about your talents and interests – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 

OR 

e-transfer funds to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

If you are a new member using e-transfer, please 

email the completed form to us at the above email 

OR 

Leave it at the Membership table at any General 

Meeting 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 
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