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Remembrance Day 2020 

On 11th November 2020 there will be a service of Remembrance at the Burlington cenotaph beside City 

Hall. Traditionally, this has been attended by many of our citizens as they pay their respects to those 

who served. 

However, in 2020, in an effort to control the spread of COVID-19, there are restrictions on public 

gatherings. In order to comply, the City is asking the public to please stay at home and join the ceremony 

as it is streamed on social media. Details, when available, will be found on the City of Burlington website  

https://www.burlington.ca/en/live-and-play/Remembrance-Day.asp  

The Royal Canadian Legion, Burlington Branch will lay all wreaths prior to the ceremony, including the 

one from The Burlington Historical Society.   

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other 

communications and can unsubscribe at any time   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications is 

printed in good faith and for general purposes.   Editor: Joan Downey  
 

In this issue 

President’s Report    2 From the Archives      2 
The Guinea Pig Club          3-5 Outreach Report        6 
Burlington Reeves              7 BHS Executive             7 
                     Membership Form             8 

https://www.burlington.ca/en/live-and-play/Remembrance-Day.asp
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca


 

2 
 

 

We are nearing the end of a year like no other in our memory. Many activities have been on a temporary 

hold since March in an attempt to reduce the spread of COVID-19.  

Although as members you have not been able to meet at the Library and enjoy a coffee while listening to 

an interesting speaker, the workings of the Society have continued.  Progress has continued on projects to meet 

our mandate of “preserving Burlington’s history for today and tomorrow”.  And have a look at the Outreach 

report in this issue to see what has happened on that front. 

This is the last Gazette for 2020.  Hopefully we will be able to meet again early in 2021.  Whether in 

person or by electronic means, we are obligated to hold the Annual General Meeting in the New Year.  More 

news about that later. 

At the AGM we will again be electing Society Officers. We have been running with vacant Officer’s 

positions for some time.  In 2020 we have no 1st or 2nd Vice-President and no Treasurer.   

Please consider volunteering to serve. It doesn’t take much time.  For anyone who is interested in knowing 

more about the requirements for any of the Officer’s positions or what is required of a 

Director, please contact me. I would be glad to provide more information.  

Jdowney427@gmail.com. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

We will see you again sometime in 2021 

From the Archives   Joan Downey 

This month we received some family photographs from Lini Vanzderwaag, the daughter of Wim 

Brandsen. Wim was formerly an employee of Sani Seal Dairy on Brant Street.  There are some great 

photos of the dairy employees taken some time in the 1950’s.  Also, included are photos of the 1st July 

1953 parade marching along Brant Street.  These photos were taken from the roof of the dairy. 

Does anyone know where the Sani Seal Dairy was located in relation to today’s Brant Street? Or, do 

you know when it closed? Do you recognize the white house? 

 

Wim Brandsen 

 inspecting the filled bottles     
   
 

 

 

 

             1 July 1953 – Brant Street 

          

 

Accession 2020.05  Bransden Collection

President’s Report  Joan Downey 
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A lot of WW II was fought in the air – with planes much more advanced from those in the ‘war to end all 

wars.’  For the aircrews there was one really bad flaw – the gas tank was located to the front of the plane.  Many, 

many aircrew members sustained horrific burns, especially to face, hands, wrists, neck, thighs and scalp. 

In pre-war planning, four special burn units were set up for treatment of officers and severely burned 

service personnel.  One was at the Queen Victoria Hospital in East Grinstead, Sussex.  Dr. Archibald McIndoe, a 

British civilian surgeon and Dr. Ross Tilley, a Canadian military surgeon were assigned to this hospital.    

Dr. McIndoe was from New Zealand; did his basic training there followed by some advanced training in 

the United States.  He immigrated to Great Britain and became the 4th doctor to qualify as a plastic surgeon and 

became a consultant to Royal Air Force (RAF). 

Dr. Tilley was born in Bowmanville, Ontario; did his basic training through the University of Toronto, 

followed by some advanced training and became the 4th doctor to qualify as a plastic surgeon in Canada.  As a 

member of the Canadian Army Medical Corps, Militia, he was transferred to active service with the Air Force 

Medical Branch at the start of WWII.  He was transferred to London, England and then to the Queen Victoria 

Hospital burn/plastic surgery unit –Ward III with Dr. McIndoe. Two young plastic surgeons, one a civilian, one 

military – what a team (I’m taking the liberty of making them a team as both biographies credit them with the 

same ideas.)  Soon there were so many injured airmen that Dr. Tilley approached the Canadian military for a new 

50-bed wing just for the burned Canadian airmen.  It was funded and built by Canadians and staffed by Canadian 

orderlies, nurses and clerks.  The wing was dedicated 5 Sept. 1943. 

“To the gallant young men of the  

Royal Canadian Air Force whose 

wounds have brought them here and 

to the Surgeons, Nurses and Staff 

who have cared for them, this 

 building has been erected by the people 

 of the Dominion of Canada.” 

First aid treatment of burns at that time was to apply tannic acid to the area.  This would form a hard 

crust, which stopped body fluid from leaking, thereby treating shock and hopefully preventing infection.  Major 

side effect – it contributed to contractures and later to poor skin grafting results.  And removal of the crust was 

very painful.  This was not acceptable to these two young surgeons.  Dr. McIndoe, (remember, a civilian) went to 

the RAF Medical Board and the Members of Defence and convinced them to ban the use of tannic acid.  Instead, 

the affected areas were kept clean and loosely covered with a Vaseline-like soaked gauze.  The injured airmen 

would be treated for shock, given painkillers and then priority transport to the nearest burn unit.   Dr. McIndoe 

noticed that the men rescued from the sea (salt water) recovered from burns better.  He started using saline 

soaks and baths when dressings needed to be changed.  Male orderlies needed to be able to lift men into and out 

of the bathtub. 

For each airman the surgeons designed a personal reconstruction plan – on average 10 -15 surgeries over 

3 years and shared this plan with the airman – a degree of trust and confidence between surgeon and patient was 

absolutely essential for a successful outcome.  Skin was grafted to their wounds from their arms, chest and 

abdomen.  Some of these plans consisted of new techniques.  In some cases the surgeon had to create a new nose, 

new eyelids, lips, cheeks, eyebrows or ears.  Some men might wake from surgery with what looked like an 

elephant’s trunk growing from their nose or cheek. 

THE GUINEA PIG CLUB   Pat Taylor 



 

4 
 

Between surgeries, these 20 something year old men didn’t feel ill.  And the doctors wanted and 

encouraged them to act like 20 something year olds.  There was a piano in the ward, a radio, a keg of beer –often 

replenished.  Ladies from the town visited the ward, brought flowers; maybe they were the ones that made the 

bright window curtains.  Dr. McIndoe obtained permission for the men to get out of ‘hospitals blues’ – encouraged 

the men to get into street clothes or uniform if they wanted to.  The airmen resisted invitations for tea or beer 

with local residents – that is, until they were supplied with trousers with zippers – much easier to manage with 

bandaged hands after a ‘loo’ visit.   Dr. McIndoe led excursions to local pubs; there was to be no distinction 

between the ranks; they were all ‘just PEOPLE.’  The town organized parties and dances.  Mr. Dove, a Royal 

Canadian Air Force veteran, said, “Dr. Tilley inspired everybody to do it, to get out and meet the public and decide 

that you’re going to be able to live and go back and produce in society.”  Some town’s people opened their homes 

and boarded airmen between surgeries.  One of these was the rather substantial home of Neville and Elaine Blond.  

After the war, this building became the Blond McIndoe Research Building focusing on burn, wound healing and 

skin cancer research.  East Grinstead became known as “The Town That Didn’t Stare.” 

In the early summer of 1941, after a night of much drinking, a group of airmen decided to honour 

themselves by forming the “Guinea Pig Club.”  They were, after all, experiments in plastic surgery.  The Club  had 

649 airmen members – 176 were Canadian.  A Guinea Pig with wings became their logo.   

Three groups could belong: patients of the wards, East Grinstead medical staff and the ‘Royal Society of 

the Prevention of Cruelty to Guinea Pigs’ meaning those friends and benefactors who made life of a Guinea Pig a 

happy one.  This club went a long way in helping with physical restoration and mental rehabilitation – one of the 

first support groups in medical history.  Many Guinea Pigs, despite disfigurement, found love and married – some 

married nurses from the hospital.  By marrying, or seeking a job the Guinea Pigs were challenging the perception 

that disabilities were life-limiting and should be kept from the public eye.  A Membership Fee of 2 shillings a year 

went to helping with medical costs, assisting with unemployment support, publishing a magazine called “The Guinea 

Pig” and hosting holiday dinners.  The original plan was to disband after the war.  But it continued and celebrated 

its 75th anniversary in 2016.  It made a substantial donation to the RAF Benevolent Fund – a fund to help airmen 

as they aged – i.e. with scooters and accessible showers.  In 2019 the Benevolent Fund helped more than 71,700 

current and former members of the RAF and their families.   

As mentioned previously, these were youthful, fun-loving men mainly in their 20s.  As such, the first 

secretary was an airman with severely damaged fingers therefore guaranteeing minimal minutes; first treasurer 

had severely damaged legs therefore unlikely to ‘walk off’ with the Club funds. Prince Phillip accepted to become 

President of the Club; Dr. McIndoe first President of the British Branch and Dr. Tilley first President of the 

Canadian Branch. They even referred to the Queen Victoria hospital as “the sty”. 

The Guinea Pigs planned yearly reunions – one was held at the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum 

located at the Hamilton International Airport. 

After the war Dr. McIndoe returned to private practice in plastic surgery.  He stayed in contact with some 

of the Guinea Pigs and continued to operate on club members who needed further surgery after the war.  He was 

Knighted in 1947.  Ward III, the original unit in the Queen Victoria Hospital became a medical research centre 

specializing in plastic surgery and wound healing when the Blond McIndoe Research Centre merged with the 

Hospital.  Dr. McIndoe died in 1960, age 59. 

Dr. Tilley also returned to private practice.  He continued to operate on the Guinea Pig members and 

paid attention to their emotional and psychological health for the next 40 years.  The Canadian Guinea Pigs 

commissioned a bust of Dr. Tilley for the Queen Victoria Hospital.  A ward at the Hospital is known as the Ross 

Tilley Ward. 
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A dream of Dr. Tilley’s was to develop a burn unit.  The Ross Tilley Burn Unit opened, in 1984, at the 

Toronto Wellesley Hospital where he was on staff.  This unit is now located at Toronto Sunnybrook Hospital.  

Dr. Tilley died in 1988, age 83. 

The Guinea Pigs were also remembered in East Grinstead by a ‘public house’ or pub known as ‘The Guinea 

Pig.’  It was demolished in 2008 and replaced by a social housing complex known as Guinea Pig Place. 

To quote Mr. Dove again: “the surgeons put the airmen’s bodies back together, performing experimental 

plastic surgery.  But they did more; they took the battered boys and helped rebuild their spirits and gave them 

back their confidence and returned them to society.” 

The last meeting of the Guinea Pig Club was held in 2018 – after 77 years.  But, in a way, it lives on in the 

CASEVAC Club – pronounced ‘Cazzyvack,’ short for ‘casualty evacuation.’  Membership is limited to those service 

personnel injured in the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. 

 Last verse of their anthem 

We’ve had some mad Australians, 

Some French, some Czechs, some Poles. 

We’ve even had some Yankees, 

God bless their precious souls. 

While as for the Canadians 

Ah! That’s a different thing 

They couldn’t stand our accent 

And built a separate wing.  
 

 
Courtesy Canadian War Museum 

Object 19860290-062 
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On Saturday 3 Oct 2020 The Burlington Historical Society presented a guided tour of Greenwood Cemetery. 

Twenty people went on a tour of the Builders of Burlington. 

 

At the time of the walk, the COVID-19 restrictions limited all outdoor gatherings to 25 people max. or face 

penalties of $10,000.00. The limit was controlled by having people acquire their tickets on line which limited the 

number of attendees to 25. As well, 25 lapel pins were made so that only those wearing a pin could be on the 

tour. Any interlopers who might cause the group to exceed capacity would not have a pin and not be able to 

participate. 

 

It is worth noting that the cap on attendees in a group is limited to those above ground - and not any of the 7,865 

people buried at the cemetery. 

 

Before the tour started the visitors were reminded of the COVID protocols, some aspect of cemeteries and 

respecting the dignity of the area.  

 

Greenwood Cemetery began in 1888 but for years before that - The First Nations were acknowledged as the 

people who lived on these grounds.  

 

The tour started at the John Waldie gravesite, 

near the centre of the “old” cemetery. A tall 

monument, the most impressive in the cemetery, 

is fitting to recognize Waldie, the man who 

"created" Burlington by amalgamating Wellington 

Square and Port Nelson into the village of 

Burlington in 1873. The guide pointed out how 

Waldie's son is listed on the gravestone as being 

"born in Burlington in 1865" - a full 7 years 

before the village of Burlington existed. 

 

Another noted resident at Greenwood is A.B. 

Coleman - known in Burlington as the builder of 

the Gingerbread House - the must-see stop on 

the Downtown Burlington Historical Guided 

tours. 
  Photo by Dorothy Kew 

Many more mentions of names on the stones were of mayors, teachers, war veterans, 
doctors, and tragic accidents. The tour guide pulled the basic information from articles 

mostly written by BHS member Peggy Armstrong and added further charm to the stories. 

 

This was the first tour of a cemetery put on by the BHS and more are expected to follow 

- with full attention, of course, to the COVID rules. 

 

Check the BHS website for further dates and locations.  The tours are free.  
            Our Guide   

                             Editor’s note:  Many thanks to our tour guide, Alan Harrington.  

Outreach Report   Alan Harrington  
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Burlington Reeves   Joan Downey 

Over the past few months I have included monthly articles on each of the Village Reeves. There are 2 

more Reeves prior to Burlington becoming a town on 1 January 1915:   

    George Allen, 1906-7,  and  

    M.C. Smith, 1908-1914 

Unfortunately, without access to the Archives files, I know nothing about George Allen. I tried an 

Ancestry search but it’s a common name so impossible to separate the correct George Allen. His census 

returns are either missing or he did not live in Burlington for very long. Perhaps he lived in Hamilton and 

worked in Burlington? That would be different. It’s usually the other way around.  But, whatever the 

reason, I am unable to find him.     

M.C. Smith, the last person to act as Reeve of the Village of Burlington was also the first Mayor of the 

Town.  

So, the series of Burlington Reeves articles is on hold until the Archives files can be accessed. At that 

time the Reeves articles will conclude with George Allen and a new series on Burlington Mayors will 

begin.     

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers (Elected) Directors 

(Appointed) 
Convenors (Appointed) Archive 

Volunteers 
 
President                 Joan Downey 
Vice President         VACANT  

Secretary                 Dobrila Kinn 

Treasurer                VACANT 
 
Past President         Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs         Alan Harrington 
                       Warren McCrea 

                       Helen Callaway 
Archives           Joan Downey 
Webmaster      Wayne Murphy 

Membership      Pat Taylor 
Newsletter        Joan Downey 
Outreach          Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards           Anne Wingfield 
Phone Committee       Elizabeth Baldwin 

Heritage Burlington     Rick Wilson 
                                  Alan Harrington 
50/50 Draw                 Frank Armstrong         

Publicity                      Jennifer Kemp 

Peggy Armstrong 
Josie Hammond 
Jennifer Kemp 

Dorothy Kew 
Dobrila Kinn 
Chris Mallion Moore 

Donna Ryan 
Pat Taylor 
Russ Woodley 

Rebecca Keddy 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Membership - 2021 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

 Volunteer  

Become a member of BHS Executive 
please circle your interest(s) 

1st and 2nd Vice President, Treasurer, Outreach Co-ordinator  
 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 
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