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The Story of John Ware, Canadian Cowboy 

Our speaker for Black History Month is Colina Phillips of the Halton 

Black History Society.   

Among Colina’s many talents is a  singing career which places her in the 

top tier of Canadian session singers and includes work with recording 

artists from Bryan Adams to Walter Zwol, in genres from country to 

rock, on albums, television and radio shows.     

Colina currently performs as a solo artist and with Simply Saucer (vocals, 

percussion and synthesizer); with Edgar   Photo: https://www.hbhas.ca/             

Breau (vocals and percussion)     

Phillips is also a film director/producer/writer with several projects to her credit.   Making Change, her 

directorial debut screened at the Toronto International Film Festival. It was accepted at FESPACO in 

Burkina Faso, the Atlanta Film Festival and appeared on the W Network (formerly Women’s Television 

Network).  

Colina will share with us the story of John Ware – a freed slave from South Carolina who became a 

legend in the history of Alberta.  
           

 

 
BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained 

on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith and for general purposes.       

Editor: Joan Downey  

 

Join us  10 February 2020 at 7 pm, Centennial Room,  

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

To hear Colina Phillips 

Bring a Friend and enjoy the speaker and the friendship 
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At our January meeting the members voted for the BHS Executive for 2020.  Those officers are: 

President:  Joan Downey 

Vice President:  Don Crossley 

Secretary:  Dobrila Kinn 

Treasurer:   Vacant 
 

Past President:  Jane Ann Newson 
 

In the absence of a treasurer, our books are maintained by a very capable bookkeeper and we will be 

hiring an accounting firm to deal with the CRA reporting.   Hopefully they can also apply for grants and 

HST rebates on our behalf.   It’s an expensive way to go but until we locate someone who is willing to 

act as Treasurer, we have no option. 

 

Also at the January meeting the BHS presented Knox 

Presbyterian Church with a plaque to replace the 

previous plaque which was in deplorable condition.   

 

The plaque was presented to BHS and Knox Church 

members, L-R:   Jackie “the tall” Harrington & Jackie 

“the small” Poppe.  That’s me on the right.   

 

The church is celebrating their 175th Anniversary in 

2020 and this new plaque will certainly present a much 

improved appearance. 
 
Photo – Pat Taylor

President’s Report  Joan Downey 

Membership Table   Pat Taylor 

 

Anne and Dave Marsden 

Brenda Smith 

Roger Ryan 

 
 

The Membership Table will be manned at the February meeting to 

continue renewing memberships for 2020 
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We are already receiving bookings for 2020 which indicates that our talks have been well received. 

As mentioned in the January Gazette, Pat Taylor presented Villages of Burlington at Heathstone by the 

Lake  on January 21st.  (on the site of the former Pig and Whistle) . 

We are also scheduled for 3 other presentations: 

- 27th February – Knox Presbyterian Church – subject:  John Waldie 

- 10th March – Appleby United Church – subject:  Villages of Burlington 

- 8th April – a return engagement to the Salvation Army – subject:  The Garden of Canada 

As part of Burlington’s Heritage Month celebrations, the Burlington Historical Society will be present at 

the launch on February 1st, 10:30 am,  at Knox Presbyterian Church, 

Also, member Alan Harrington will conduct a walking tour of downtown on 

February 8th.  Meet at the Tourism Office at 10:30 am.  Wear warm clothing.  

A related group, the Kilbride History Group will hold a heritage night at 

Kilbride United Church on Sunday, February 9th, 1-4 pm.   

Please pick up a copy of the Heritage Month calendar at the library for a 

complete list of events, or check it out on our website 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca .   

 

Close Call at the Canal 

The following story is a reprint of an item appearing in the October 31st, 1900 issue of the Burlington Gazette. 

The lighthouse at the beach had a close call from being destroyed by fire early Thursday morning. Only the fact 

that Capt. Campbell was on duty all night owing to the heavy fog saved it. 

Shortly after one o’clock the captain who was standing on the end of 

the pier watching for a sign of the Macassa, heard a loud crash inside.  

Immediately the light went out and the captain rushed in to discover 

the cause.  As he opened the door a large red-headed duck came 

rolling down the stairs, but he didn’t wait to examine it and, closing 

the door behind him he rushed upstairs where he discovered that the 

duck had got through the window, over turned the lamp and knocked 

down the reflector.  The over turned lamp had set fire to the woodwork 

and it was with considerable difficulty that he succeeded in 

smothering the flames. 

After fixing the lights the captain turned his attention to the duck.  He 

captured and killed it and intends to have it stuffed.     The Macassa passing the lighthouse, ca 1910   

         Photo BHS Archives

Outreach Report   Joan Downey 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
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Burlington Reeves  
Part IV - William Richardson, MD (7 February 1842 - 14 March 1904) 

Reeve 1887-1891 and 1895-1897 

 
William Richardson was a family doctor. Born in Lowville in 1842, he was the 11th and last child of John 

Richardson and his wife Mary Fothergill.  William received his medical board license to practice and he 

began his practice in Nelson Village (Guelph Line & Hwy 5 area).   After his marriage in 1864 to Margaret 

Crombie of Nelson, Dr. Richardson practiced out of the Village Store in Nelson, while his wife ran the 

store.  The Richardsons had three children, John Christopher, who followed his father into the medical 

profession, Harry and Jessie.   

Then in 1873, the same year the village of Burlington was formed, he moved to Burlington and set up 

practice here.  The village had one other doctor, Dr. Charles Bullen.  Dr. Richardson continued to 

practice in Burlington Village for 40 years until his death.  

Dr. Richardson and his son John practiced out of 

the family home at 430 Brant Street.  This house 

had been the boyhood home of Alan Nicholson, 

founder of a town lumber mill.   It became a 

town landmark popularly known as “the White 

House” and over the years housed a number of 

medical practices.  It was occupied by the Drs. 

Richardson and then by Dr. Thomas Peart, the 

coroner who sold the house in 1929 to Dr. W. 

A. Weaver who continued to practice there 

until 1970 when the City of Burlington 

purchased the property for $16,000 and 

demolished the building to form a park adjacent 

to City Hall.  Today, the cenotaph sits where the 

Photo:  BHS Archives      White House once stood.  

Tragedy seemed to come to this family.  Daughter Jessie died at just 5 days old.  Son Harry died from a 

heart ailment before his 20th birthday.  Dr. John, died at the age of 39 on 25 February 1904 from 

tuberculosis.  He left behind a widow and four children ages 3 to 10.  Less than a month later, on 14 

March 1904, his father William also died.  Cause of his death was chronic bronchitis.  He was 62 years 

old.  William’s widow Margaret, who had also outlived all her children, continued to live in the White 

House until her death in 1911.   

Dr. William Richardson was a very civic minded individual.  He served two terms as the Town Reeve for 

a total of 7 years.  The first term in 1887-1891 and the second 1895-1897.   His obituary in the Burlington 

Gazette states: “He was a model Reeve, one of the ablest the village ever had.  He was careful, 

conservative in his ideas, but yet sufficiently progressive to keep pace with the requirements of the 

times.”  
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His public service did not stop there.  He was Medical Officer of Health for the village.  For a time he 

was also the coroner for Halton County.  For many years he was a member of the School Board and 

also President of the Public Library Board.  He was treasurer of the Greenwood Cemetery Company 

and took a great interest in beautifying the cemetery.  He was a longstanding active member of both the 

Masons and the Oddfellows Lodges in Burlington. 

As reported in a June 1901 issue of the Burlington Gazette, in his capacity as Medical Officer of Health 

he, and the other members of the Board of Health took under consideration “the steps necessary to 

avoid the smallpox danger”.   Dr. Richardson strongly recommended that immediate steps be taken to 

secure successful vaccination of all children and others and recommended the school board required all 

pupils entering the schools at any time to show a certificate of successful vaccination.  The Village Council  

authorized Dr. Richardson to vaccinate all citizens.   

From the book Diseases and Doctors: Medical Practice in Burlington, Ontario 1791-1961 co-authored 

by our member, Dr. Pat Sweeny, we learn that “those who could not afford the twenty-five cent cost were 

vaccinated at the village’s expense.  When a citizen was under quarantine, the village hired a constable, purchased 

milk and groceries and had the house disinfected by a doctor.  The village did try to recoup payment for the 

groceries, if possible.” 

Of special interest to BHS members – in June of 1899, members of the Halton Historical Society 

visited the Village of Burlington and organized a local branch of the society.  The first society president 

was Dr. William Richardson!  “The object of the society is to collect every piece of information relating 

to the settlement of the county. 

 

 

 

 

 

BHS Archives 

George Blair Collection 

 

Receipt issued to Mr. Blair Oct 1st 1890 

“To Professional Attendance and Medicine, May 

& June 1889 - $10.75” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To Preserve Newspaper Clippings (source unknown) 

Dissolve 1 Milk of Magnesia tablet in 

1 quart of Club Soda  

Leave overnight 

  Pour in a pan large enough to fit clipping  

    Soak for 1 hour 

          Remove and pat dry 

            Let dry completely before handling 
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Freeman Station Update     Ed Keenleyside 

The following article appeared in the Hamilton Newspaper on 29th May 1893.   

Not Freeman Station but certainly closely related.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo by Bob Chambers 

Depicting the 1920's 

Stationmaster John Mellow prepares to 

"hoop up" a train order to the engineer. 
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Archives Update   Joan Downey 

 

The law firm of Dingle, Charlebois was founded in Burlington in 1923 by Lloyd Denham Dingle K.C. who 

was a Mayor of Burlington (1931-32) and the Crown Attorney for Halton County. On his passing the 

practice was continued by Paul Charlebois Q.C.  This year,  Paul Charlebois is retiring from the practice.   

Many of his documents, of course, cannot be passed on, however, what he can share 

he has given to the BHS.  We haven’t had a chance to go through the box as yet 

but, stay tuned.  I’m sure there will be lots to share when we have sorted it out.   

Thank you, Paul.   Paul has also joined BHS.  We look forward to seeing him at 

upcoming meetings.   

       A young L.D. Dingle, Photo BHS Archives 

 

Heritage Happenings 
 

 The Burlington Concert Band  
 

"For the Love of Music"  

Valentine's Concert 

Friday, February 7th, 2020 at 

St. Christopher’s Anglican Church  

Guelph Line 

 

February is Heritage Month 
 

The celebratory launch of a month of activities  

Saturday, February 1st, 10:30 am  

Knox Presbyterian Church on Elizabeth Street 

 

Mayor Meed Ward & councillors will be there, along 

with the Town Crier. 

 

After the speeches and an indigenous welcome we will 

hear about the history of Knox Presbyterian Church 

from author and Knox archivist, Gary Evans. 

 

Everyone is welcome.  Pick up a copy of the calendar of 

events. 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers (Elected) Directors (Appointed) Convenors (Appointed) Archive Volunteers 

 
President                 Joan Downey 
Vice President         Don Crossley  
Secretary                  Dobrila Kinn 
Treasurer                  Vacant 
 
Past President         Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Pat Taylor 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 
Outreach            Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards             Anne Wingfield 
Phone Committee       Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington     Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                   Frank Armstrong         
Publicity                         Jennifer Kemp 

Peggy Armstrong 
Jennifer Kemp 
Dobrila Kinn 
Chris Mallion Moore 
Donna Ryan 
Pat Taylor 
Russ Woodley 
Dorothy Kew 
Josie Hammond 
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2020 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

       ⃝ Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications  

        and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting. 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington

