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The Forgotten Squadron 

The Royal Navy on Lake Ontario, during the War of 1812 

 

Gurth M. Pretty is an amateur culinary and navy historian. 

He has been re-enacting for 20+ years, with different War 

of 1812 groups, both British army and Royal Navy. His 

interest in the Royal Navy began upon volunteering aboard 

HMS Bee (Discovery Harbour, Penetanguishene) as a 

landsman.  

 

Aboard the longboat, Gurth is the gun captain and 

occasional helmsman. At re-enactment events, he is the 

ship’s cook, preparing period meals over the camp fire. He 

received his warrant from the Victualing Board, certifying 

him as a warrant officer.  

 

Gurth is the corporate cheese expert for a national grocery 

retailer.  
 

 

Join us to  hear Gurth M. Pretty  

Monday, January 14th, 2019 at 7 pm  

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

 

NOTE:  Our Annual General Meeting is 

postponed to 11 March 2019 
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The February meeting promises to be a lot of fun.  Our 

speaker will be Rob Green of the Ontario Black History 

Society. 

Monday, February 11th, 2019 at 7 pm                   
Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in 

good faith and for general purposes      Editor: Joan Downey  

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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To all our BHS Members and Friends and on behalf of The Burlington Historical Society Executive, I wish 

you a very happy 2019 filled with good health, happiness and the learning of new things! 

Much has happened over the past year and we were very grateful for such a talented group of 8 speakers 

who brought their special topic to life.  Those speakers include: 

• Sherry Saevil – Residential Schools 

• Dennis Scott – Black History Month 

• Mike McDonnell – Fighting for the Cause: Canadians in the American Civil War 

• Bill Freeman – Strengthening our democracy in Canada through citizen participation 

• Ron Danielson – Railway Heritage of Burlington 

• Don Crossley- Memories of Burlington 

• Linda Ploen – A Walk through Vimy Ridge and Juno Beach:  Past and Present 

• Robin McKee – Anniversary of the infamous Dieppe 

Which speakers and topics did you like the best?  Let us know by emailing info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  

Do you have a topic or a speaker that you would like us to feature during 2019?  If so, please email us 

at the address shown above. 

As we step quietly into the brand-new year, we are filled with great expectations for the continued 

pursuit of all things historical – especially as they apply to our city Burlington! 

 

Membership Table   Jane Ann Newson 

 

Many thanks to those who joined us in 2018!   Those new members include: 

Earl Chapman   Don Crossley   Diane Gaudaur  

 Donna Ryan   Catherine Sutcliffe  Nicky Melichar  

 David Kemp   Jennifer Kemp   Chris Mallion-Moore 

(my apologies if I have missed someone) 

**Reminder - 2019 Renewal Membership fees are now due!** 

New Members may join anytime! 

President’s  Report    Jane Ann Newson  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://riadzany.blogspot.com/2013/12/happy-new-year-from-view-from-fez.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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SPANISH FLU   by Pat Taylor 

About this time, the middle of December, 100 years ago the worst wave of the Spanish Flu had run its 

course.  The high fever, sniffles, cough, muscle and joint aches, labored breathing and deaths that often 

occurred within 24 hours of taking ill were abating.  The Spanish Flu actually had 3 waves – early in 1918, 

affecting mainly soldiers in the theatre of war; the 2nd and worst wave in the fall of 1918 and the 3rd wave 

in early 1919.  For some unknown reason this flu tended to be hardest on young and healthy people.  In 

Canada, 1 in 3 people were affected; 30,000 to 50,000 people died.  World wide, at least 500 million 

people were infected and 20 – 50 million died. 

In 1918/19 the medical profession thought that ‘flu’ 

was a bacterial infection.  There were no preventive 

vaccines, no antibiotics to combat the complication 

of pneumonia; no federal health department or 

national health policy to co-ordinate plans to 

combat the spread of the disease.  Until 1918, health 

was seen as a personal and local government 

responsibility.  This flu appeared in east Canada on 

September 13 – and 19 days later it had reached the 

west coast.  It crossed into Canada from the United 

States into a military training camp in Niagara-on-the 

Lake along with some Polish soldiers recruited in the US on their way to the French army.  That same 

day, just east of Montreal, in Victorville, Catholic clergy and parishioners from the US gathered with 

fellow Canadians at a weekend Eucharistic Congress – a gathering of 25,000 participants.  By Monday 

some of the priests and students at the host college were dead.  Students, still well enough to be sent 

home, were - they were sent off to homes across the province – viruses and all. 

Why was it called “The Spanish Flu?” Did it originate in Spain? No.  It is commonly thought to have 

started in East Asia.  In most countries involved in the war, news that could hurt morale or benefit the 

enemy was censored. Since Spain was neutral in WWI, they were free to report what was happening – 

hence it became known as “The Spanish Flu.”  The news spread – according to today’s communication 

standards – slowly – no radio or television, and few telephones.  Through local newspapers, local 

Departments of Health communicated with the public: people were 

encouraged to be in the open air as much as possible; to get plenty of 

sleep; to eat plain and wholesome food (might be difficult as much of the 

“wholesome” food had gone overseas for the military); schools and 

theatres were closed; meetings and church services were cancelled; 

store opening hours were shortened; funeral homes had to get the 

deceased buried within 24 hours – public funerals were banned.  People 

were encouraged to cover their mouth and nose if coughing or sneezing 

(usually using your hand, not into your sleeve, thereby passing the virus 

to the next thing they touched); to wash hands frequently and wear a 

mask when in public places but iron the mask frequently to destroy germs 

and bacteria.  Kissing should be strictly avoided. 
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Burlington and The Spanish Flu  

The Burlington Gazette issue of October 9, 1918 recorded: 

“The Spanish Flu, which has become a serious epidemic in all parts of Canada and the United States, causing 

many deaths, struck Burlington last week and over 200 cases have been reported.  The authorities are taking 

prompt measures to check the progress of the disease.  The pubic schools, Sunday schools, and theatres have 

been closed.  People who have malady in their homes are asked to keep away from the patient and not mix with 

crowds.  The disease is very communicable and every precaution should be take to prevent its spread.” 

The October 16, 1918 issue of the Gazette recorded: 

“The Spanish Flu epidemic has become very serious, no less than five 

deaths have occurred within the last few days.  The schools, theatres 

and poolrooms continued closed until further notice and no Sunday 

schools will be held next Sunday.  The Board of Health may issue an 

order closing the churches next Sunday if the epidemic does not abate.  

Every effort is being made to combat the epidemic.” 

On October 30 the Gazette reported further: 

“It is thought the outbreak of influenza throughout the town, has 

sufficiently abated to ward the health authorities in raising the ban on 

public gatherings, beginning on Sunday November 3.  So unless 

something unforeseen occurs in the meantime the churches and Sunday 

schools will reopen next Sunday, and on Monday the public and high 

schools and other places may reopen.” * 

People were desperate.  Many home remedies were tried and included: 

1. Fill cotton bags with camphor or mothballs and hang around the neck. 

2. Atomizer use: Mix together ½ tsp. baking soda, ½ tsp. borax, 1 oz. 

glycerin and 10 drops of carbolic acid and 6 oz. of distilled water in an 

atomizer.  Spray into nose. 

3. Layer goose liver and fried onions on a thin piece of gauze or cloth.  Place 

on patient’s chest so mixture can seep from cloth to the patient. 

4. Other poultices – (Any of you ever have a mustard plaster/poultice 

placed on your chest?) 

5. Sprinkle hot coals with sulphur or brown sugar and carry throughout the 

house while it produces clouds of billowing smoke. 

6. Elder blossoms and peppermint – pour 1 oz. of each into a pint of boiling water.  Let sit for 30 minutes 

and then drink like a tea. 

*Copied from ‘Diseases and Doctors:  Medical Practice in Burlington, Ontario 1791 – 1961.  By Dr. G. Patrick Sweeny & Dr. Edward Smith (PhD, Canadian 

History)
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The Globe newspaper in Toronto reported in the 11 Oct. 1918 edition: “In Toronto members of the 

sanitation department and other branches helped by rendering medical aid, delivering fuel and looking 

after furnaces in private homes when the whole family had taken ill.”  I would think that the people of 

Burlington would have done something similar. 

The third wave of the Spanish Flu occurred in the spring of 1919.  Not as severe as the other two, but 

affected so many members of the Montreal Canadiens hockey team that the Stanley Cup play-offs were 

cancelled and the Cup was not presented that year. 

I don’t remember ever skipping to this song but is was common for a few years: 

“I had a little bird 

And its name was Enza. 

I opened the window 

And in flew Enza.” 

I wonder if there were actions to go with the song? 

Recent forensic investigations of the virus’s inner workings have helped 

create an intensive world effort to prepare for the next pandemic.  When 

– not if – the next pandemic virus emerges, labs will know how to sequence 

the genome quickly.  In Canada, that will trigger an information campaign 

to tell Canadians what to do.  

If there was any positive outcome from this devastating event, it was the 

formation by the Canadian government of a Federal Department of Health 

to co-ordinate and give leadership in matters that directly affect the health 

and safety of Canadians. 

 

Mystery Photo   Joan Downey 
January 2019  unknown photographer 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No, it’s not a photo taken by David Saint Jacques from 

the window of The International Space Station.  This 

photo was taken in Burlington in the 50s.  It is a print 

from a newspaper photo which accounts for the poor 

quality and darkness.  But, I think you can get the idea.  

For a larger image please go to the website. 

November 2018    Photo by Alan Harrington 

 

 

Well, that 

turned out 

to be far too 

easy.  What 

with Google 

and an article 

in the Post, 

the answer 

was pretty 

easy to find. 

In case you 

missed it, go 

to the website to get the story. 
 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos  

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos
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In the Spring of 2018 the Freeman Station received a grant from the Ontario Trillium 

Foundation for the purpose of installing handicap access. 

  

It took some time for the design, permits and construction and finally the ramp was 

completed in November.  The rear door is now accessible for those so inclined. 

 

Many thanks go to the Ontario Trillium Foundation for 

providing the funding. 
 

 

 

Photos by Alan Harrington 

 

As your BHS Outreach Team look back over the past year, we are very thankful for the many 

opportunities enabling us to showcase our Society in 2018.  Some those activities included are: 

❖ Hosting a Burlington Beginnings Course at the Burlington Senior Centre (now for the 2nd year) 

❖ Speaking at the Historical Lighting Society of Canada 

❖ Meeting with the Vice Principal of Lester B. Pearson High School re possible digitally capturing and 

preserving photographs and other printed material on display at the high school 

❖ Speaking at the Retired Women Teachers of Ontario, Burlington Branch group meeting 

❖ Conducting Historic Downtown Burlington Tours 

❖ Presenting a Brant Inn Day at BPL during 2018 Heritage month 

❖ Conducting Pearl and Pine Oral History interviews with residents 

❖ Providing photographs of Burlington’s Past to the OnePlan Business Centre for their grand opening 

❖ Speaking at The Williamsburg Retirement Residence and the Appleby Retirement Residence 

❖ Providing articles for the Burlington Senior Centre newsletter “Centre Piece” 

❖ Recipient of another Heritage Organization Development Grant (HODG) totalling $1545 

❖ Honour of laying a wreath at the City Hall Cenotaph  

❖ Participating at the Hamilton Public Library’s first annual  Genealogy 

Fair 

Without the dedication and preparation work provided by our Outreach 

Team  - Joan Downey, Patricia Taylor, Peggy Armstrong, Chris Mallion-

Moore, Alan Harrington, Tom Bochsler, Jack Segaert and Wayne Murphy, 

this success story could not have been told for 2018!   

Great work and THANK YOU sincerely!  Bookings for 2019 have already 

been received!  A great start!  
l-r Joan Downey, Chris Mallion-Moore & Pat Taylor in Hamilton 

Freeman Station Update     Alan Harrington 

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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From the Archives    Joan Downey 

 

In case you didn’t get a chance to visit the Archives Table at our last meeting I would like to share with 

you the story of the beautiful piece of embroidery which 

was brought in by our member Margaret Jones.  The piece 
was embroidered by her father, George Sydney Sassall.  He 

was a soldier in WWI and was wounded at Passchandaele.  

At the age of 23, his arm and shoulder were virtually 

shattered.  As part of his rehabilitation program he 

embroidered that beautiful tapestry which depicts the crest 

of his unit – The Royal Field Artillery.  Margaret says “he 

never did any needlework again”.   

When he died in 1972, Margaret returned to England to 

sort through his personal effects.  There, in the attic, folded 

in a box was the needlework piece.  Thank you for sharing 

it with us, Margaret.        Photo by Alan Harrington  

 

While you are putting your holiday decorations away think of sharing your photos and memories of 

childhood in Burlington with The Burlington Historical Society.   
 

Heritage Happenings 
Coyote Howl Hike 

 

31 Dec 2018 in 

Bronte Park - 
Guided hikes at 

7pm and 7:30pm 

Followed by a 

Kid’s countdown                 

bonfire at 8:30 

A Victorian Christmas 

 

Have you ever been to the 

Victorian home in Bronte 

Creek Provincial Park?  
 

Spruce Lane Farmhouse is 

open 27-30 Dec 2018 and  

3-6 Jan 2019 to celebrate a 

Victorian Christmas 

For more information on either of these events visit: www.brontecreek.org 
 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President (acting)       Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President        Vacant 
2nd Vice President       Vacant 
Secretary                      Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                     Alan Harrington 
 
Past President            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards                  Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington          Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                        Pat Taylor 

http://www.brontecreek.org/
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2019 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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February 11th, 2019 Speaker is 

Rob Green, Director, Black History 

Awareness Society 

Mr. Green is a retired drama teacher and  is currently an 

actor,  singer/songwriter and producer of  his own original music. 

He has  served as a teacher for  the Hamilton-Wentworth School 

Board in Hamilton, Ontario for 37 years. He initiated  the Drama 

program at his  high school and became the Assistant Head of the 

English department. teaching Drama and English in Canadian 

schools. 

Mr. Green has an  avid interest in the development of Black 

Canadian culture and grew up in the Owen Sound British Methodist 

Episcopal church where his great grandfather was once an elder 

deacon. 

Mr. Green's first CD, "Soul Dancing" was nominated for best Indie Album in 2013 and was Highlighted In CBC's 

talent search, out performing numerous other contestants. 

Mr. Green is a graduate of University of Guelph with a Specialized Honours in Drama, The University of 

London  (Allthouse Teachers College) with a Bachelor of Education and The University of Toronto (Faculty of 

Education) Honours Specialist in Drama. 

 

 

Join us to  hear Rob Green  

Monday, February 11th, 2019 at 7 pm  

Centennial Room, Burlington Public Library, 

Central Branch 

 

NOTE:  Our Annual General Meeting is postponed to 

11 March 2019 
 

 In this issue –  

• President’s Report       2 

• Membership Table       2 

• Outreach Report         2 

• Pinhole Camera        3-4                

• Mystery Photo             4 

• From the Archives       4 

• Three Stations at 

Freeman                   5-7 

• Heritage Happenings     7 

• BHS Executive             7 

• BHS Membership         8 

March 11th, 2019 will be our Annual General 

Meeting when we will vote on a new slate of Officers  

We look forward to seeing you on 11 March, 2019 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in 

good faith and for general purposes      Editor: Joan Downey  

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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We started off the new year in fine style with both a Bits of Burlington speaker Robbie McGregor and a 

feature speaker Gurth M. Pretty. 

Many thanks to a long-time member – Edward Naftolin - who took 

the time to provide me with a list of suggested speakers for the 

upcoming year!   

On behalf of the BHS, we greatly appreciate feedback and 

suggestions.  Don’t feel shy about sending us an email indicating your 

topic preferences or things that you feel need improvement.   

Please send your comments to info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  

Photo  Tom Bochsler             Our February 11th General Meeting continues in fine style with 

speaker Rob Green.  I understand that his topic will be both inspirational and humorous!  See you on 

February 11th at 7:00pm in the Centennial Room! 

Outreach Report – Jane Ann Newson 
 

As previously indicated, several bookings have already been received for 2019.  

The first Outreach request came from The Salvation Army located at 2090 

Prospect Street in Burlington for Wednesday February 20th.  Our second 

Outreach request came from The Williamsburg Retirement Residence for 

Tuesday March 19th.  They must have liked us because this will be the 4th time we 

have been asked to do a presentation for them!  

If you have need of a speaker at one of your groups, we ask that you consider BHS as a source of great 

Burlington history topics for your next event.   

For further details, please email – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. 

 

Membership Table   Jane Ann Newson 

 

Many thanks to those who renewed their BHS membership at our first BHS General Meeting of 2019!  

Wow, you outdid yourselves.  Your support was most appreciated and valued! 

Welcome new members:  Donna Ryan, Randall Kapuscinski and Leslie Ferguson! 

Commencing with our February General Meeting on February 11th, when renewing, 

please complete the top half of our Membership Form entitled “Membership – 2019”.  

I will have 2 sets of blank forms on the table along with pens to complete this task.  

This would be a great help when trying to balance the books and make deposits. 

Thank you so much and Happy Valentine’s Day - JA

President’s  Report    Jane Ann Newson  

 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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PINHOLE CAMERA   by Pat Taylor 
Photos by Pat Taylor 

Statement of fact – I enjoy getting out with my camera – even more so now that it is a digital camera.  Click away 

all day, and if nothing really pleases me, delete, delete, delete.  Recently I saw a promotion for the Niagara Falls 

History Museum for their exhibit of photographs taken with a ‘pinhole’ camera – photos dealing with the 

Underground Railway and the American Civil War. 

Camera + History = Trip to Niagara Falls 

A pinhole camera is a simple camera without a lens but with a tiny aperture – a 
pinhole.  It is mainly a lightproof box with a small hole on one side and a piece of 
film or photographic paper on the opposite side.  The cover over the pinhole 
would be removed to allow light rays into the box to imprint the scene on the 
film or paper.  Since exposure times would vary, the camera would be placed on 
a stand to keep it steady.  The second camera has 6 pinholes that can be opened 
sequentially or simultaneously.  As a result, it can produce up to a 360-degree 
panorama image.            

           
 Panoramic Model     Pinhole Camera 
Or 6 pinhole Model       
 

The artist for this exhibit was Nassau-born; Burlington Ontario based Tod Ainslie.  

He is related by marriage to John Brown, the abolitionist.  Tod researched pinhole 

cameras and then designed and built his own cameras.  The first part of the exhibit 

consisted of photos of current sites of the historical Underground Railway – a slave 

pen where the men were shackled 2 together so they could only sit or lie down; the women, on the ground floor, 

could move about and they did the cooking.  The slaves 

could be held here for days, or even months, summer or 

winter until the prices improved in the slave market.  

There was a photo of the log slave quarters on the 

plantation of Andrew Jackson, a future president of the 

United States, with his palatial home in the background.  

Next in the exhibit there was a picture of the Natchez 

Trace – once a trail along the Mississippi River.  Originally 

a footpath created by foraging animals, then used by 

Native Americans and eventually as a settler’s path, it 

became a way north for escaped slaves.  Today it appears 

as a sunken pathway.      Path to Rev. John Rankin's home 

Further north, fugitive slaves, where they crossed the Ohio River from ‘slave Kentucky’ to ‘free Ohio’ aimed to 

cross at Ripley, Ohio.  There, under the cover of darkness, they would proceed up this path to the home of the 

Rev. John Rankin; a station on the Underground Railway.  This Railway was a safe route to the free northern states 

and into Canada.  Crossing from Detroit into Canada many freed and fugitive slaves found a safe haven in South 

Western Ontario – many settling near present day Dresden, Chatham, and Buxton.  Those at Buxton constructed 

a school that developed such an excellent reputation that the white settlers wanted to send their children there 

too.  This they were allowed to do
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A second set of photos was of Civil War sites.  One of the 

most famous abolitionists, who travelled throughout Kansas, 

Ohio and New York, was John Brown.  His last and favourite 

home was in North Elba N.Y. near Lake Placid.  It was from 

this house that he and fellow conspirators planned the 

takeover of the armoury at Harper’s Ferry.  This didn’t go as 

planned and eventually John Brown was found guilty of 

treason and hanged.  He was buried on his farm at North Elba.  

His grave marker is enclosed in a glass and metal structure to 

protect it from the elements and to prevent souvenir hunters 

from chipping away pieces of the monument. 

Many historians believe that the activities of John Brown and the publication of the book ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ 

were the triggers for the American Civil War. 

I spent a fascinating 2 hours at this exhibit.  Another thing to add to my “To Do List” – read the book ‘Uncle 

Tom’s Cabin’.   I expect, with the opening of the expanded Joseph Brant Museum, that I won’t have to go to 

Niagara Falls to see such exhibits – we’ll have our own exhibit hall here in Burlington.  

 

In mid-December, a long time friend and former member of the Burlington Historical 

Society passed away.  

 Some years ago, Betty Stubbs began work on a collection of stories and photographs 

about her families – the Williamsons of Wellington Square & the Browns of Port 

Nelson.   It was her wish that this collection, called My Life Story, be given to The 

Burlington Historical Society on her death.  She even prepared and signed a donation 

form in 2010!  

Per her wishes, a family member stopped by the Archives on the way home from 

Betty’s  funeral with the binder.  What a wonderful addition to the collection.   

 

 

Mystery Photo   Joan Downey 

 January 2019  unknown photographer 

 

No one was willing to take a chance on guessing that 

this is a photo of an Ice Volcano.   

 

From Wikipedia we get the following description –  

“ An ice volcano is a conical mound of ice formed 

over a terrestrial lake via the eruption 

of water and slush through an ice shelf. The process is 

wave-driven, with wind providing the energy for the 

waves to cut through the ice and form the volcanoes.”   

 

This phenomenon came to my attention in a donation from Robert G. Taylor, a former Burlingtonian 

who now lives in Cannifton, ON (near Belleville).   

If you want to read a little more about Ice Volcanoes go to our website. 
 

From the Archives    Joan Downey 
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Editor’s note – for a change of pace, this month’s Freeman Station Update will be replaced by 

the following article by Earl John Chapman, a member of both BHS and Friends of Freeman Station, 

and an avid researcher.  The Freeman Station Update will return in the March edition. 

 

 

THE THREE STATIONS AT FREEMAN 

by Earl John Chapman 

 

A railway station has existed in Burlington, 

Ontario since 1855, shortly after the Great 

Western Railway (GWR) completed its line 

between Hamilton and Toronto.  This first 

station was a substantial two-storey wood 

structure measuring “about 80 by 40 feet” with 

living quarters provided for the station agent 

(there was also an attached freight shed).  It was 

situated in the northern tip of Wellington Square 

(today’s Burlington) near Brant Street and Plains 

Road.  This was an area known as Freeman, and 

as a result, the station was popularly known to 

local residents as the “Freeman Station” (but 

officially carried in the GWR timetable, first as 

“Wellington Square,” and later as “Burlington”).  

In 1877, a second passenger station was built in 

the downtown section of Wellington Square, 

close to Lake Ontario, by the Hamilton & 

Northwestern Railway (H&NW).  This second 

station was also designated in the H&NW 

timetable as “Burlington” and this likely solidified 

the popular name of “Freeman” for the more 

northernly station as residents would need some 

way to differentiate between the two stations.  

In August 1882, the GWR – then operating 1,280 

km of track throughout south western Ontario 

– was taken over by its chief rival, the Grand 

Trunk Railway (GTR) which would in turn, 

merge with Canadian National Railways (CNR) 

in 1923.  

 

 

On March 6th, 1883, the GTR station at 

Freeman was completely destroyed by a 

devasting fire – a common occurrence in the 

days of steam!  On the following day, the 

Hamilton Spectator reported that “The fire was 

first seen by the signal man who attends the 

junction crossing.  The telegraph company lost 

all their instruments, and…Mr. S. Moore, the 

agent, lost most of his effects.”   

Burlington Junction GTR station, c.1883 (FOFS 

photo).  The station name (Burlington Junction) as 

well as the staged posing of dignitaries and workmen 

suggests that the photo was taken on opening day, 

sometime in 1883. 

That same year, a new replacement station was  

erected, again as a two-storey passenger station 

with attached freight shed, as it appears that a 

decision was made by the GTR to retain the 

appearance and functionality of the original 

GWR station – the GTR had recently taken over 

Freeman Station Update   
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the GWR and presumably had more important 

business to attend to.  This second station lasted 

until April 1st, 1906, when it too met with a fiery 

demise.  As reported by the Burlington Gazette on 

April 4th, once again, the station agent (at that 

time, Mr. Blair) lost most of his effects: “…the 

residents [Agent Blair and his immediate 

neighbours] removed most of the valuable 

papers from the G.T.R. office and baggage room, 

and also Mr. Blair’s household effects 

downstairs, but nearly all his goods upstairs were 

destroyed, with the exception of some 

bedding…the station will be rebuilt with as little 

delay as possible, and we sincerely hope the 

company will erect a building that will be a credit 

to the place.”  As the same newspaper reported 

on June 20th “that work on the new G.T.R. 

station is progressing rapidly,” there can be little 

doubt that the new station was in full operation 

by the early fall of 1906.  The new station was 

indeed “a credit to the place” as the GTR 

erected an attractive and functional passenger 

station at the Freeman site, albeit a more modest 

single-story combination passenger and freight 

station measuring 20 by 50 feet.  The design of 

the building, an adaptation of the GTRs standard 

station plans of the period, included several 

distinctive features (such as a high bell-cast 

hipped roof with widely flared eaves) which gave 

this rather simple functional structure “an 

appealingly picturesque quality.”  The original 

build included a large canopy extending from the 

west, or baggage end of the building, which also 

included a bell-cast hipped roof (however, the 

canopy was later walled in to form an integral 

part of the station).   

It is interesting to note that in 1906 the train 

order signal at Freeman was a simple rotating 

wood board with kerosene lantern, a common 

type of fixed train order signal used by the GTR 

since the late 1880s.  By the 1920s, this 

 

important junction point would qualify for a 

more prominent semaphore type train order 

signal, likely when train speeds and tonnage had 

increased to the point where a more 

conspicuous signal was deemed necessary.   

Burlington Junction GTR station, c.1906 (BHS 

photo).  Shortly after the new station opened in 1906. 

 

The new GTR depot at the Freeman site was a 

significant factor in the growth of Burlington in 

the boom years prior to World War I, as the 

burgeoning agricultural industry in the area 

generated a heavy volume of traffic.  The old 

station remained in use by CNR and later by VIA 

Rail (when it was designated as “Burlington 

West”).  After it was declared surplus by CNR 

in 1988, a period of private ownership followed 

with the old station temporarily relocated to the 

grounds of the No. 1 Fire Station on Fairview 

Street to await its fate – demolition or 

restoration.  But, thanks to the financial 

generosity of local citizens and businesses, this 

113-year-old historic building, now owned by 

the City of Burlington, was permanently 

relocated to 1285 Fairview Street, next to the 

Fire Station, and not far from its original location 

in 1855.  The station is now in the final stages of 

its extensive restoration.  When fully completed, 

the station will be operated as an interpretive 

centre, its elements including railway history and 

rails as a major influence on Confederation.  It   
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will also act as a community hub for those 

interested in the nostalgia of simpler times. The 

Waiting Room will be available as a meeting 

space for small groups, and a historic model 

railway diorama will operate on the Lower Level, 

depicting bucolic life in Burlington in the early 

20th Century. 

Burlington Junction GTR station, October 2018  
(author’s photo).  The exterior rehabilitation of the  
building is almost complete. 

 

 

 

Heritage Happenings 
February is Heritage Month!!! 

  
 The month long festivities will be launched on 1 February 2019, at 1 pm  at St. John’s Anglican 

Church, 2464 Dundas Street with refreshments and a tour to follow at Ireland House  

 

The Burlington Historical Society and the Burlington Public Library will host an Open House in the 

Burlington History Room, Central Library, 2nd Floor each Thursday in February, from 2 – 4 pm.   

Drop by the Burlington History Room, home of the BHS Archives 

 

There are many other activities planned.  Pick up a copy of the calendar. Don’t miss anything! 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President (acting)       Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President        Vacant 
2nd Vice President       Vacant 
Secretary                      Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                     Alan Harrington 
 
Past President            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards                  Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington          Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                        Pat Taylor 
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2019 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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Our March speaker is RON FOSS.  Ron is the grandson of George 

Foote Foss, the designer and manufacturer of the Fossmobile.   

 

According to Google - George owned his own shop in Sherbrooke, 

Quebec, offering machining, blacksmithing, and bicycle repair. He 

became interested in automobiles after riding in an electric brougham 

while visiting Boston, MA. During the winter of 1896, Foss worked on 

a four-horsepower, single-cylinder automobile which he completed in 

the spring of 1897. The vehicle was the first of its kind to be built in 

Canada 
 

Photo: Ron Foss              

Foss drove his car in and around Sherbrooke, 

Quebec for four years. He later moved to 

Montreal, Quebec, where the car sat idle for a 

year before he sold it for $75 in 1902.  

Foss had previously turned down an offer to 

partner with Henry Ford as he believed Ford's 

vehicle to be inferior to his own.  

   

Ron will tell us the whole story …..and let us 

in on the Burlington connection.  

   

 Fossmobile trial run 

            

    Model T Ford   

 

 Join us to  hear Ron Foss    

Monday, March 11th, 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial 

Room, Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

 

NOTE:  Our Annual General Meeting will precede 

the speaker.  

 In this issue –  

• President’s Report       2 

• Outreach Report         2 

• B.Horticultural Soc.   3-4                

• From the Archives       5 

• Freeman Update          6    

• 50 years ago                6 

• Heritage Happenings     7 

• 2019 Heritage Month    7 

• BHS Executive             7 

• BHS Membership         8 

 

Our April meeting will be held on 8 April 2019 at 7 

pm, Centennial Room, Burlington Public Library 

Central Branch 
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At our March 11th AGM, albeit 2 months late, and as your Interim President and Nominating Committee 

Chair, I will be presenting the Slate of Officers for 2019 along with:   

• Introducing some proposed new faces around our Executive Table 

• Reintroducing some familiar faces who will remain around our Executive Table 

• Presenting our 2018 Financial Report  

• Allowing our members to approve the Slate of Officers 2019 as presented 

• Outlining proposed changes to our Constitution and ask for membership approval 

Truly a new beginning for our Society! 

I encourage YOU to attend our March General meeting as important changes are about to take place.  

As a faithful member and supporter of BHS, you will have a say in how our Society goes forward in 2019. 

As per our Constitution, members in good standing can be nominated and members must agree to the 

nomination and be dully seconded from the floor. 

I look forward in seeing your smiling faces on Monday  March 11th in the Centennial Room BPL! 

 

The March meeting will be Jane Ann’s last  

as the BHS President 

Thank you, Jane Ann.  Best Wishes in your 

future endeavours 

   

Our BHS Outreach Team are looking for new opportunities within our community to present various 

Burlington history topics to Groups.  

Should your Group be looking for a presenter, why not consider BHS Outreach Team?   Should you 

have any questions concerning this BHS opportunity, please email us at info@burlingtonhistory.ca  and 

we will be happy to address any questions or concerns you may have.  

 

President’s  Report    Jane Ann Newson  

Outreach Report – Jane Ann Newson 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistory.ca
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The following history is taken from the Burlington Historical Society website www.burlingtonhs.com 

In March of 1919 twenty five Burlington residents formed the Burlington Horticultural Society. Among the 

members were some of the prominent men of the day, including Rev. George Tebbs, Paul Fisher, Fred Ghent and 

Spencer Smith. From the minutes of that first meeting we have the purpose of the organization – “Some of our 

prominent citizens felt our town could be made much more attractive if we had a Horticultural Society responsible 

for beautifying vacant street corners, place flower beds at entrances to our town and generally assist our citizens 

to produce plants, seeds and trees, as well as instructing them on practical horticulture”. At that first meeting it 

was proposed to adopt the rose as the town flower and make Burlington famous for its roses. The President was 

the Rev. George Tebbs and Secretary was Mary Townsend. By the end of that first year, the Society membership 

had increased to 111. 

In the early years the Society functioned as the Town’s Park Board. Much of the physical work involved in 

establishing the parks was done by the members of the society. They dug the ground, prepared the soil and did 

the planting in the first parks. Two of the first parks created by the Society were Gore Park and Brant Park, 

opposite the Brant Inn. As time went on, the town recognized the work of the society and began to give the group 

an annual grant. During this time there was only one paid employee, Mr. Fred Feketa. After the Second World 

War as Burlington expanded, the town took over parks maintenance through the Parks and Recreation 

Department. 

Spencer Smith was a charter member of the society and remained a member for 36 years until his death in 

1955. Smith had come to Canada as a Barnardo boy. He settled in Burlington as a young man, married Edith 

Bell and opened a green grocer store on Brant Street not too far from the lake. He began by planting flowers 

around his shop and those of his neighbours. He took an active interest in developing town parks as the chairman 

of the society’s parks committee. It was described as “his intensive hobby”. 

In 1920 town property from Nelson Avenue to Burlington Avenue was drained, cleaned up and designated as 

Lakeside Park. This was the beginnings of what we now call Spencer Smith Park. Smith was particularly interested 

in developing parkland along the waterfront. Through his 

efforts the initial small Lakeside Park was expanded and is 

now the showpiece of the Burlington waterfront. In 1933 

under Smith’s leadership members cleaned up the 

shoreline below Lakeside Park and further developed the 

park. The park was renamed Spencer Park in 1942. When 

the Burlington Centennial Committee suggested in 1964 

that the name should be changed to Wellington Square 

Park, there were strong objections led by the Burlington 

Horticultural Society    and the Park retained Smith’s name, 

becoming known as Spencer Smith Park. 
Spencer Smith Park, ca 1957 

BHS Archive

http://www.burlingtonhs.com/
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In recognition of his efforts, there is a cairn in Spencer Smith Park with the inscription, 

“Erected by the Burlington Horticultural Society in honour and memory of Spencer 

Smith for his outstanding contribution and leadership in the Beautification of 

Burlington. He laboured for 25 years on the Executive during continuous membership 

of 36 years from 1919 – 1955”. 

 

On a piece of town property which is now part of the grounds of Burlington Central 

High School, Spencer Smith established a town nursery. Hundreds of seedlings were 

obtained from the government nursery at St. Williams and school children and Scouts 

helped with the planting of them. These seedlings as they grew became the trees 

that were planted in many parts of old Burlington.   BHS Archives

     

The Society held its first flower show in the new Lakeside Park in 1920. Membership increased until in 1925 

there were 356 members. Two years later the Prince of Wales visited Burlington. Peonies presented by him were 

planted in Radial Park. In a Souvenir Booklet of Burlington published in 1927, it was noted that the society was 

doing excellent work in civic beautification. The society continued to urge town council to adopt the rose as the 

civic flower and finally in 1929 town council did so. The rose collection (garden) in Central Park in front of the 

Library was started with a one thousand dollar grant from the society and each year new roses are added to the 

collection. The society has continued to have flower shows over the years, although for a brief time they were 

discontinued. There have been shows at the Central Library and in the Burlington Mall, but now shows are held 

three times a year during regular society meetings. 

Over the years the society has had photography competitions and beginning in 1969 as part of the society’s 50th 

anniversary, an annual garden tour has been held. Ten years later on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the 

society the annual Civic Rose Awards began. 

Membership has varied over the years. The highest membership was in 1950 when there were 548 members. 

In the 1980s the Society took on a major project. It created an Honour 

Roll of Trees which lists over seventy imported and eighty native 

species. Society members inspected, measured, photographed and 

catalogued notable trees. A two volume Honour Roll of Trees was 

presented to the Burlington Central Library. For the 65th anniversary 

of the organization, a pine tree was planted in La Salle Park. 

Horticultural Society members Bob Mitchell and  

Hugh McLachlin measure a tree on the property  

of Jim and Marjorie Bates, Burlington Spectator, 1987  Photo BHS Archives 

The society continues to fulfill its original mandate – in 1991 after two years of 

planning, the Maple Park project was dedicated by Mayor Roly Bird. More 

recently the society has taken over maintenance of the Perennial Bed in front of 

the Central Park Bandstand. The Burlington Horticultural Society continues to 

provide funds annually to the Public Library for the purchase of books and DVDs 

on gardening. 

          2019 Plant Sale –  Saturday, 25th May  

At St. Christopher’s Anglican Church, Guelph Line 
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A couple of weeks ago I received an email from Peter who lives out west.  During a random search on 

the internet, he had discovered that our city’s name had previously been Wellington Square.  Suddenly 

he understood the significance of a poem, written by his ancestor, Frederick Fenton! 

Frederick Fenton (1840-1886) emigrated to Canada in 1842 or 1843 from Belfast, Ireland with his family.  

They only lived in Nelson for a short time, then Frederick’s father, Joseph Fenton, found work as a 

teacher in Hamilton.  By 1846, Joseph was Vice-President of the Gore District Teachers’ Society. 

Frederick joined the bar in 1866 and worked for a number of law firms in Hamilton and Toronto. In 

1858 he joined the Ontario Literary Society.  Peter and his family are in possession of a number of poems 

which he wrote to his sweetheart and later wife, Anna Kennedy.   

The Fentons maintained ties to  Nelson Township, choosing to summer along the waterfront near Bronte 

until the 1940s. 

In 1875, Frederick was appointed Crown Attorney for York – a position he held until his death from 

heart issues.  During his time as County Crown, he took on whiskey traders, fight organizers, illegal 

lottries, etc.  The Toronto papers were full of his cases.  In 1883 he received a series of death threats 

which of course served as great fodder for the newspapers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Ode of Wellington Square 

By The Illegal Rapscallion* 
Written ca 1860 

(*nom de plume for Frederick Fenton) 

Air – Loves of Blarney!

There is no situation, in the whole creation, 

for recreation that may once compare 

with the prodigality and the sweet reality 

of this dear locality called Wellington Square. 

 

There is naught surpasses the fresh green grasses 

save the pretty lasses.  So we oft repair. 

When the aural Frauleins, make such tender squalling 

in their caterwauling at Wellington Square. 

 

But the highest bliss is the fragrant kisses 

which the darling misses dispense round there. 

For they are not pedantic and each youth romantic 

perpetrates the antic at Wellington Square

Only city ladies may go to Hades 

mere walking shadows, sallow, thin and spare. 

But in love or duty you will find the beauty 

that will stick like glue to ye at Wellington Square 

 

There are always four of us – and sometimes more of us 

but should a score of us go over there 

hurrah for the sparkin’ when the night sets dark in 

and such jolly larkin’ at Wellington Square 

 

Led by the lasses – all men are asses. 

Then let belly rumble and back go bare.  

I may take a loathing for food or clothing. 

I care for nothing but Wellington Square

 

From the Archives    Joan Downey 
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The Heritage Month Open House at the Station was derailed by Mother Nature.  A large 

accumulation of snow and ice melted and 

refroze coating the area with 6" of ice, 

making the area impassable. Therefore, the 

call was made to cancel the Open House 

officially yet have a few tour guides for any 

stalwart visitors 

 

About three dozen braved the 

conditions and were able to see the 

1/24 scale models rolling in the 

basement. The main floor showed off 

the recently installed display cabinets 

and coffee nook.      Photo Alan Harrington  

 

Donated artifacts continue to arrive such as this CNR shovel. Too bad it's a museum 

piece or we could have used it outside. 
Photo Alan Harrington 

Later in the evening, Anne Lederman & Ian Bell performed century-old Canadian songs at the BPAC as 

a benefit to the Freeman Station. The FOFS are very grateful for this consideration and the donations 

thankfully accepted. 

Just prior to his recent untimely 

death, BHS member Bryce Lee 

had donated this wonderful 

photo of the Freeman Station to 

the FOFS group.   

 

It depicts Toronto Bound TH&B 

locomotive #15, ca 1925,  

 

The building on the north side of 

the tracks is Niagara Peninsula 

Growers Ltd. 
 

Photo owned by the late Bryce Lee, Edited by David Craig – permission to use granted to FOFS 

        

50 years ago 

On March 10, 1969 the Royal Canadian Mounted Police conducted their last 

ever dog sled patrol, with two Mounties and a team of huskies setting off from 

Old Crow in the Yukon Territory for a one-month patrol that covered 800 miles. 

The RCMP had announced earlier that, starting with the 1969-1970 winter, its 

patrols would be limited to motorized sleds and airplanes.  
Photo:  https://commons.wikimedia.org  

Freeman Station Update  Alan Harrington 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Canadian_Mounted_Police
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog_sled
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Crow,_Yukon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yukon_Territory
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
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BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in 

good faith and for general purposes      Editor: Joan Downey  

Heritage Happenings 
 

 

Hamilton's Around the 

Bay Road Race is the 

oldest on the continent, 

first run in 1894, three 

years before the Boston 

Marathon.  

 

 

31 March 2019 marks the 

125th Anniversary 

To register, go to  

https://bayrace.com/  

 

 

Heritage Month 2019 
The 2019  Heritage Month  was a success, despite the weather.  BHS was well represented:  

❖ 2 February - 40 people braved the cold and joined Alan Harrington for a Heritage Walk 

❖ 7, 14, 21, 18 February – BHS and Burlington Public Library 

hosted Open House in The History Room  

❖ 11 February – BHS General Meeting with speaker Rob Green, 

Halton Black History Awareness Society  

❖ 14 February - Joan Downey presented Pioneer Families at BPL 

❖ 16 February – A great (and free) concert with Anne Lederman 

& Ian Bell at BPAC was hosted by Alan Harrington  

❖ 20 February – Pat Taylor & Joan Downey presented Villages of 

Burlington at the Salvation Army             Photo –Archives of Ontario 

❖ 27 February – Chris Mallion Moore presented Spencer Smith, the Man and his Park 

❖ 1-15th February -  the BHS display table was on the 2nd floor, outside the History Room 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President (acting)       Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President        Vacant 
2nd Vice President       Vacant 
Secretary                      Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                     Alan Harrington 
 
Past President            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 
Outreach            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Greeting Cards                  Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington          Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                        Pat Taylor 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
https://bayrace.com/
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2019 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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Our April speaker is BHS Member – Dorothy Kew.   

Dorothy is a semi-retired librarian with an interest in local 

history and genealogy.  A member of the Halton-Peel Branch of 

the Ontario Genealogical Society she serves on the Council as 

Cemetery Coordinator and is also on the Cemetery Board of 

St. Luke’s Anglican Church.  She also writes articles of historical 

and genealogical interest for KINections, the newsletter of the 

Halton-Peel Branch, and for St. Luke’s Church newsletter. 

 

Dorothy will take us on  A Walk 

Through Time: St. Luke’s 

Churchyard  -  a visual tour 

through the graveyard of St. Luke’s 

Anglican Church, the oldest church in Burlington, where many well-known 

and not so well-known residents of Burlington now lie, with commentary on 

their lives and their connections to the town and city.   

 BHS Archives 

             

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes       

Editor: Joan Downey        

 

Join us to  hear Dorothy Kew 

Monday, April 8th, 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial Room, 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

 

 In this issue –  

• President’s Report       2 

• Outreach Report         3 

• The Flag                   4&5 

• From the Archives        5 

• Freeman Update           6 

• Membership Table…….7   

• Heritage Happenings     7 

• BHS Executive             7 

• BHS Membership         8 

 

Our May speaker will be Barbara Teatero, Director 

of Museums of Burlington  

May 13th, 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial Room 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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I have not had a long history wth BHS.  In May 2013, I came to a talk called “Sitting Pretty” recounting 

the history  of the toilet.  That sounded like fun!  During the meeting, Alan stood at the podium and 

asked if anyone would volunteer to be a “Digital Archivist”.  What’s that, I wondered?  It sounded to me 

like someone was needed to scan photos and I had just finished scanning my family photos so I considered 

myself qualified.   

Little did I know that putting up my hand on that night would lead to me being appointed Volunteer 

Archivist.  The appointment led me back to school (which I hated the first time around) to learn how to 

be an archivist.  But, this time around I loved it 

Since then, with considerable help from Peggy Armstrong & Pat Taylor, I have attempted to bring the 

Archives out of “the room” and to share some of our holdings with monthly displays at the general 

meetings and with the articles in the Gazette.    

As your president I will do my best to carry on with the example set by my predecessors.   Thank you 

all for your support.  

 

The 2019 BHS Executive -  

L to R:  Alan Harrington, 

Treasurer, Joan Downey, 

President, Jane Ann 

Newson, Past President 

and Patricia Taylor, 

Secretary.   

That’s Joseph Brant 

pointing at Alan.  We take 

him everywhere with us.    

 

 

 

And, as usual, busy at the computer, our Webmaster 

& Technical Director, Wayne Murphy 

 

   

  Photos courtesy of Tom Bochsler

President’s  Report    Joan Downey 
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For this month maybe OUTREACH needs to be renamed PROMOTION.  

The future of BHS depends on getting more people interested in our group.   

The digital world presents many options for promoting the Burlington 

Historical Society. With that in mind we have updated and/or joined up for 

the following:  

• Inside Halton – The BHS will post monthly meetings on the 

events calendar, available at  

https://www.insidehalton.com/halton-events/      

There is also a weekly email option for those subscribed. 

• MeetUp – we have joined this social media site which on their website states - Join a local 

group to meet people, try something new, or do more of what you love. 

https://www.meetup.com/Burlington-Historical-Society-Meetup/  

• The Ancestor Hunt – our name and a link to the digital collection have been (or soon will 

be) added to the list of places to search for photographs of family and places. 

http://www.theancestorhunt.com/  

• Canada Helps – This site connects donors directly to a charity permitting direct donations 

and providing tax receipts.  For this service they connect a small fee from the donation.     

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-burlington-historical-society/  

• BHS is already on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/burlingtonhistory/ 

• And, Twitter https://twitter.com/BurlONHistory (but we’ve never tweeted). 

• Our monthly meeting is included in the Snapd Burlington calender.  

https://burlington.snapd.com/calendar    

• We are listed on the Halton Community Services Database,  http://search.hipinfo.info/  

Do you have any other ideas?  Send suggestions and/or ideas to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. 

We are looking for a volunteer Publicity Director to join the team and commit to 

spending a little time each week and/or month to maintain these outlets. 

 

During March we again visited The Williamsburg.  This 

time our Garden of Canada presentation was well 

received. 

On March 19th at BPAC,  Frank Penny presented A 

Musical Journey – Remember the Brant Inn.  It was a 

marvellous night.  Lots of memories.  We were 

there – in the lobby, selling our Brant Inn book and 

DVD.  Thanks to the evening’s patrons, we are 

now sold out of the book Brant Inn Memories and 

stock of the DVD Meet Me at the Brant Inn is very low..

Outreach Report – Joan Downey 

https://www.insidehalton.com/halton-events/
https://www.insidehalton.com/halton-events/
https://www.meetup.com/Burlington-Historical-Society-Meetup/
https://www.meetup.com/Burlington-Historical-Society-Meetup/
http://www.theancestorhunt.com/
http://www.theancestorhunt.com/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-burlington-historical-society/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-burlington-historical-society/
https://www.facebook.com/burlingtonhistory/
https://www.facebook.com/burlingtonhistory/
https://twitter.com/BurlONHistory
https://twitter.com/BurlONHistory
https://burlington.snapd.com/calendar
https://burlington.snapd.com/calendar
http://search.hipinfo.info/
http://search.hipinfo.info/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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The Flag by Russ Woodley  

The light cruiser quietly slipped her berth 

heading south, her 8000 tons slicing through 

a moderate swell at 18 knots.  A moderate 

swell does not necessarily give you 

movement, be assured, the ship does move 

around.  

Being a young sailor, on his first ship and 

trip, I was at my station on leaving harbour 

on the open bridge directly behind the 

skipper.  The Captain, a master mariner of 

many years’ service, had worked his way through the ranks starting as a boy seaman. 

I could not see past him as he slouched in his chair his steely blue eyes marked with time, having endured 

the war.  Turning suddenly, he riveted me with eyes that could cut through steel “signalman what is the 

routine for the Jack when leaving harbour”?  “The Jack is struck, Sir when the lines are clear and the ship 

is underway.”  “Then why is it still flying?  Get down to the fo’c’sle and get it down now.” 

Being young with little experience, I was terrified as I left my post and smartly negotiated a multitude of 

stairs and ladders leading to the ship’s bow, standing by a gun turret, staring at the bow with the flagstaff 

extending some 15 feet straight up in the air, the bow rising and falling, plowing through relentless swells. 

The ship heaves through churning sea at 18 knots with a fine spray cascading over the bow.  There was 

a feeling of terror as I contemplated a disaster, being slight and standing only 5’4” and light as a feather.  

The prospect of being hurled over the side was not good, nor was the wrath of the captain if I did not 

complete my duty. 

Setting my legs to the ships’ movement, I approached the bow.  This should be easy I thought.  All I have 

to do is release the line and pull the flag down.  Looking closer I realized to my horror the flag had been 

lashed to the mast with the cleat far above my head. 

Moving up to the base of the tripod that held the mast in place, looking down, the bow crashed through 

the sea covering me with a fine mist that dripped off my eyebrows, stinging my eyes.  I start to undo the 

line the flag is attached to, at the same time checking the lashing, noticing it straining trying to hold the 

flag in place, not allowing it to billow out.  Climbing the tripod, using my legs on the guardrail, was difficult 

as the ship continued on its carnival ride. The tripod was fitted with a small ten-inch platform that would 

be my only footing to undo the line.  This was extremely dangerous if you fell overboard into the 

maelstrom below. 

Placing my feet on the guardrail, I pulled myself up to the 10-inch support plate, my boots hanging over 

the side of the plate.  The salt spray made the plate slippery and dangerous.  Standing upright, I hugged 

the slim mast, looking down at the water rushing by, the ship crashing through the churning swells 

growing in size.
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A fleeting thought tells me to jump off the ship.  It seemed to be the easy thing to do.  The sheer terror 

of the situation makes me want to get it over with.  But, the thought of propellers chewing me up 

banishes that thought from my mind.The mast seems to tower about me as I clamp it between my legs.  

Looking back over my shoulder, the Captain is now sitting upright in the chair staring down at me, no 

mercy, just finish the job.  Turning to the lashing, the salt spray bites my face causing loss of sight, making 

it difficult to work the line.  My nails start to crack and break as the salt spray soaks my hands, washing 

away the small trickle of blood around the damaged nails. 

Finally, I pull the line loose. The Jack flag billows out in the wind almost pulling me off the platform.  The 

line is pulled loose as I grasp it, lowering myself to the deck as the ship bounces me against the guardrail.  

The ship rises and falls.  Balancing is difficult. As I struggle to undo the clips freeing the flag, the thought 

of losing the clips would result in having to climb the mast again.  I managed to join the ends securing the 

line to the cleat. 

The swells were getting larger, which resulted in more spray.  The salt water again pressed into every 

pore of my body, burning my eyes and momentarily blinding me.  I wrapped the flag in a roll, strode off 

the forward deck, handing the flag to the deck petty officer, then making my way to the bridge again, 

placing myself behind the Captain. 

Not a word was said, nor was there any exchange of glances, only absolute silence.  I stood behind the 

captain, soaked through and cold.  The Captain turned his head slightly.  “Go below and change 

signalman.”  “Aye, Sir” as I left the bridge. 

Editor’s Note:  BHS member Russ Woodley was awarded Second Prize for this story in the Short Story Contest, sponsored 

by the Poetry Institute of Canada.  Congratulations, Russ! 

 

The Burlington Gazette, May 1917  

Two auto owners were fined $1.00 and costs by Magistrate Barr on 

Monday morning for not having the tail light burning on their buzz wagons 

after dark.  All auto owners should tke the hint and look after their tail lights at night. 

 

The Burlington Gazette, March 1915 

Subject:  Vehicle Licence Plates 

Chief Tufgar received a communication from the Provincial authorities on Monday, stating that 

the time for purchasing 1915 numbers terminated on January 31st, and that all persons using 

1914 numbers after that date were liable to prosecution.  Constable Tufgar has asked the 

Gazette to warn all automobile owners that if they drive their cars with old numbers after this 

notice, he will be obliged to do his duty and issue summonses against all offenders.  

                                                               Typical police constable of 1900 -  internet image 

 

From the Archives    Joan Downey 
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On May 4 2019 at 12 noon - the Freeman Station Signal Mast will be lifted by crane and mounted in 

place. 

 

When the Station was moved in 2005 the pole was removed from its footing and stored on site for 14 

years.  Now, with a new coat of paint, it is ready to be installed in front on the platform.  The plan calls 

for a giant crane to lift the mast up and over the Station into place.  The wire cables that light the lamps 

will be connected and four nuts will be screwed on the bolts.  After the pole is made vertical and locked 

down - the signal lights will be activated. 

 

A dedication ceremony will take place in recognition of railway workers who died at the station in the 

1890's.  All BHS members are invited to attend that day at noon to witness the crane in action, 

and visit inside after. 

Note:   for safety reasons there will be no parking on site all day and no access for viewers before 

11:30 am.        

  Photos by Alan Harrington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

         

         

         

         

      That’s where it’s going 

 

 

 

 

Freeman Station Update     Alan Harrington 
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Thanks to everyone who has renewed their Membership – we’ve cracked the 100 mark!!!  OK, it’s just 

by one. But, with our ‘Honorary ‘ and ‘Life Members’ the total is 109.   

So, if you haven’t renewed yet for this year you can do so on April 8th at the 

General Meeting or mail your membership to the address on the membership 

form.    

I’m going to set a goal - 119 in 2019 but I need your help to reach it  

 

 

Membership Table     Pat Taylor 

Heritage Happenings 
Burlington’s Best Award Celebration  
Wednesday May 8, 2019 at the Burlington Performing Arts Centre 

Burlington Performing Arts Centre 

Tickets - $35/person - Available April 1st at Service Burlington, City Hall 

                                                                     For more information, call 905 335-7600 x7481 

Award Categories: 

Citizen of the Year                          Junior Citizen of the Year                             Senior Citizen of the Year 

Environmental Award                      Arts Person of the Year                                Community Service Award 

Heritage Award                              Accessibility Award                          (PS - Nominations are now closed) 

 
 

S p’egg’tacular Easter Event 

 
Ireland House Museum, 2168 Guelph Line, Saturday, April 13th 11 am to 3 

pm. 

 
 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President                      Joan Downey 
1st Vice President        Vacant 
Secretary                      Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                     Alan Harrington 
 
Past President            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Pat Taylor 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 
Outreach            Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards                  Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington          Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                        Dohn Nagy / Jack Arno 
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2019 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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The Transformation of Joseph Brant Museum 

 

Our speaker, Barbara Teatero began her career at Joseph Brant Museum as the office manager.  Over 

the course of the next many years, she was given opportunities to learn and grow and eventually curate 

and manage Joseph Brant Museum.  Shortly after the City of Burlington acquired Ireland House at 

Oakridge Farm, Barbara was promoted to Director of Museums and, reporting to the Burlington 

Museums Board, assumed 

responsibility for both Joseph Brant 

Museum and Ireland House Museum.   

 

Barbara has played a strong role in 

delivering heritage services and 

promoting heritage within the City. 

She was a Tourism Burlington Board Member 1999-2003 & 2009-2015; was a founding member of 

Burlington Heritage Umbrella Group; helped develop the King's Highway Audio Tour; participated in 

War of 1812-14 Commemoration; served on the Cultural Boards Committee collaborating on new 

initiatives. 

Barbara is recognized in Ontario's museum sector for her leadership, her visionary planning acumen, and 

her contribution to excellence in museum work. 

 

For the better part of 30 years, her dream has been the need to improve Joseph Brant Museum and 

today that dream is being realized. 

          

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes       

Editor: Joan Downey        

 

Join us to  hear Barbara Teatero 

Monday, May 13th, 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial Room, 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

 

 In this issue –  

• President’s Report        2 

• Fireman’s Drill Team  3&4       

• Outreach                     5 

• From the Archives        5 

• Freeman Update           6 

• Membership Table        7   

• Heritage Happenings      7 

• BHS Executive              7 

• BHS Membership          8 

 

Our next meeting will be  

September 9th, 2019.  

Enjoy the summer!    
 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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It was a long winter and you are 

now likely thinking “finally it’s 

Spring”.   

 

This picture is for anyone who feels 

spring is a long time coming.   

 

I recently came across this photo  

in the Filman Collection.  Cheer up 

folks.  Better times are coming. 

 

 

  BHS Archives 

While I am on the subject of cherry blossoms, this year 

marks the 30th anniversary of the twinning of the cities of 

Burlington and Itabashi, Japan. 

If you find the cost of $4000 - $5000 for a trip to Itabashi a 

bit beyond your budget there are more economical ways to 

celebrate.   

The Itabashi Garden at Tansley Woods Community Centre 

opens on July 1st, 2019.   

Sometime this spring, visit Spencer Smith Park and enjoy a 

walk among the blooming Sakura Cherry trees.  It’s hard to 

believe you are in the middle of a busy city. 

Both the Library & Art Gallery have programs planned to 

mark the occasion.  Check out their websites.   

For more information on celebrations, visit   

https://www.insidehalton.com/whatson-story/9268441-5-

things-burlington-is-doing-to-mark-the-30th-anniversary-of-the-

twinning-agreement-with-itabashi-japan/ 

Photo City of Burlington 

 

Thank you to our Greeters at the April meeting: 

Jack Seagert & Patrick Sweeny 

 

President’s  Report    Joan Downey 

https://www.insidehalton.com/whatson-story/9268441-5-things-burlington-is-doing-to-mark-the-30th-anniversary-of-the-twinning-agreement-with-itabashi-japan/
https://www.insidehalton.com/whatson-story/9268441-5-things-burlington-is-doing-to-mark-the-30th-anniversary-of-the-twinning-agreement-with-itabashi-japan/
https://www.insidehalton.com/whatson-story/9268441-5-things-burlington-is-doing-to-mark-the-30th-anniversary-of-the-twinning-agreement-with-itabashi-japan/
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Firemen’s Drill Team Made Fine Impression 
Street Dance Enjoyed by Large Crowd 

(Burlington Gazette 27 July 1932, p.6) 

It is estimated between 1000 and 1500 people were on Brant Street on Thursday evening last, when the 

firemen’s drill team arrived on the scene to put on their annual drill.  Headed by the band, the drill team 

and members of the brigade marched down Brant Street, circled the foot of the street and marched back 

to the enclosure between Elgin and James Streets, which had been especially fenced off for the occasion.  

Eddie Drinkwater was in charge of the drill team, and as several manoeuvres were presented, applause 

was in order. 

The drill team was given a grand reception, and as the boys went through the various movements with 

precision, many favourable comments were heard of the splendid showing. 

The Burlington band provided excellent music for the drill, and will accompany the team to Georgetown 

on August 1st.  The band was under the leadership of Bandmaster T. Waumsley, and made a very 

favourable impression with the crowd.  At the conclusion of the drill, McPherson’s orchestra furnished 

the music for the street dance, which was enjoyed until an early hour.  The entertainment committee 

and drill team committee had charge of the arrangements.  

 

Congratulations! 
(Burlington Gazette 3 August 1932, p.1) 

Hats off to the firemen and drill team for their splendid showing at Georgetown on Monday.   

They looked quite smart in the parade, and many compliments were heard upon their appearance as 

they passed by.  But the climax came at the park, when the drill team again captured the drill competition 

from Thorold.  The boys had determination in their faces when they faced the judges, and as they swung 

into action, were greeted with applause, which continued throughout as they went through several 

manoeuvres.  When the decision of the judges was announced, the boys were surrounded by their 

friends and hearty congratulations were in order.  Drill instructor Ed Drinkwater came in for 

considerable praise, but he modestly attributed the win to the boys who so faithfully turned out to  

practice during the past few months.  To say “Eddie” as he is ---(text illegible due to fold in paper).... 

putting it mildly.  The win is a big advertisement for Burlington, and is only further proof of the valuable 

asset the brigade is to the town.  
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The boys deserve all credit for bringing back the honors to the town, and the Gazette joins with the 

citizens generally in extending warmest congratulations, and trust their efforts will be suitably recognized 

in the near future.  It was a great victory and all the citizens have every reason to be proud of the fire 

laddies. 

Burlington Drill Team Won at Georgetown 
Tom Waumsley Elected Treasurer of Association for Ensuing Year 

(Burlington Gazette, 3 August 1932, p.5) 

(abridged from a long account) 

Four bus loads and many citizens in cars accompanied the firemen to the annual tournament held in 

connection with the Provincial Firemen’s Association in Georgetown on Monday, Civic Holiday. 

The Burlington firemen won their fair share of the prizes, again capturing the drill competition from 

Thorold and winning 2nd prize in the rescue race.  More than 1500 firemen paraded, while 5000 witnessed 

the march past on the main streets of the town. 

The streets were gaily decorated to welcome the fire fighters and the near-by highways were congested 

while the parade was in progress.  Hamilton veterans on foot and in their cars with their ancient reel, 

dated 1843, drawn by a Boy Scout Troop, St. Mary’s fire brigade, Georgetown truck, Burlington brass 

band and brigade, decorated trucks, etc., etc. 

At the exhibition grounds the drill competition between Burlington and Thorold was a feature of every 

demonstration, attracted a crowd of more than 2000.  Burlington was awarded the trophy with 86 points,  

Thorold scoring 85.  The win by the Burlington drill team was very popular and the boys and Drill 

Instructor Ed Drinkwater were showered with congratulations by many of the visiting firemen.  The boys 

received a splendid reception and all through the drill received hearty applause-- 

--Next year in Dundas. 

 

Transcriptions by Peggy Armstrong 

 

Note:  Both photos from BHS Archives.  The 

date on the panoramic image is unknown, 

however, since they are in very impressive 

uniforms I would like to think this is the 

winning team.   

The photo on the left is dated 1918. 

 

If you would like to look closer at the faces in the panoramic photo to identify a family member, the 

image is on the website where you can zoom in closer.  
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Not strictly Outreach I suppose, but a group of volunteers recently participated in a rare “Behind the 

Scenes” tour at the Hamilton Public Library Local History & Archives collection.  

‘Rare’ since the public is not normally permitted into the storage areas.   

Wow!  What an incredible collection.  If you have an interest in the history of the 

area or if your family roots are in the Hamilton area, drop in the next time you find 

yourself in Hamilton.  The staff are most helpful. 

Note:  East Flamboro (now Aldershot) was part of Wentworth County until 1957.   The HPL Local 

History & Archives holds extensive records on this area.   

We have been approached by the Women’s Auxilliary of the Burlington East Presbyterian Church to 

give a presentation at their year end meeting on June 5th.   We will be presenting “Villages of Burlington”.  

Of our list of presentations, this one appears to be the most popular.   

Jennifer Kemp has volunteered to look after Publicity for BHS.  This includes updating our Facebook 

page (which she is already doing) and posting on the Events Calendar on InsideHalton and The Spec.  In 

the future you will also see our presence on Twitter & Instagram.  She will also be on the lookout  for 

new ways to highlight our society to the public.  Thank you, Jennifer. 

Burlington’s Reeves and Mayors 

When the Village of Burlington was established in 1873, the chief executive of the community was called 

a Reeve.    A Reeve served as head of the village council until 1 January 1915.  On that date Burlington 

became a town and the chief officer became the Mayor with the Reeve acting 

as deputy mayor. 

Today, the title of Reeve has been replaced by Councillor. 

We have researched the men (and, in 2019, 2 women) who have served as 

Mayor of Burlington.  Much of the information on the Reeves & Mayors comes 

from their obituaries published in the Burlington Gazette.  In days gone by 

obituaries were a rich source of information on the deceased, his family and, 

in many cases, the gory details of his death.   

In the next few issues, I will share some of that information on these pages beginning 

with our first Reeve, John Waldie, Reeve in 1873 and 1874 – 1878.     

Many thanks to Peggy Armstrong for her valuable research.  

         BHS    Archives

Outreach Report – Joan Downey 

From the Archives    Joan Downey 
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Part of the visitor experience at the 

Station will be found the in the basement 

section as about 500 sq. ft. of open space 

will be converted to a scale model of the 

old Village of Burlington.  The team is 

working very hard to have this project 

ready for the fall of 2019, in time for 

school age children to visit. 

 

To create this display, in April 2019, the 

City Arts & Culture Fund provided a 

generous grant of $7,000.   
 

Early photo of a train at Freeman Station 

BHS Archives 

 

 

Also, a grant was received from the Ontario 

Trillium Foundation to  excavate an entrance 

on the east facing basement wall. 

Construction has already begun for this 

access which, when completed, will have 

concrete walls and exterior stairs.  This 

change is required to meet fire code. 

 

This aerial view (looking south) shows 

where the entrance will be made on the east 

facing wall. 

 

The signal mast is also indicated. 

 

The yellow triangle is an approximate outline 
of the property  
  

 

                                          Photo Alan Harrington 
 

 

Update….. 
 

Last month I reported that we were completely sold out of the book Memories of the Brant Inn.  I am 

happy to report that another supply as been located and we are now ready to respond to requests for 

copies.  A Different Drummer Bookstore also has a replenished supply of the book.  Since both the 

Library and the Joseph Brant Museum are planning programs about the Brant Inn this summer, we expect 
to be receiving requests. 
 

Freeman Station Update     Alan Harrington 
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Recently, I was in the Tampa Airport with a 2 ½ hour wait for my flight.  Wandering around, I chanced to look 

up – wwwway up – and saw a number of paintings along the wall.  The name ‘Wright Brothers’ in one of the 

paintings caught my attention.  And under one of the paintings was a sleek metal stand – of course I checked it 

out.  A set of ‘flip-cards’ explained what I was looking at –a mural of the development of flight by George Snow 

Hill.  He was born in Munising, Michigan; studied art for a time in Paris; on returning to the USA he lived for three 

years in New York City before settling in the St. Petersburg area of Florida. He passed away in 1969.  He was 

commissioned to do murals for several government buildings on 

Florida’s west coast including this mural of seven panels for the old 

Tampa Airport.  While the new airport was under construction, 

restoration was done on the mural.  The six panels I found honoured 

these innovators of flight: Archimedes, Icarus and Daedalus, Montgolfier 

Brothers, Otto Lilienthal, Wright Brothers and Tony Jannus.  The ‘flip-

cards’ explained their contributions.   

What an interesting way to pass the time waiting for my sleek, tube-in-

sky to bring me home. 

Editor’s Note:  Come to the meeting on May 13th and hear Pat’s 

“Bytes of Burlington” presentation on “Art in Public Places.” 

Icarus & Daedalus by George Snow Hill – Wikimedia.com 

 

Member’s Musings     Pat Taylor 

Heritage Happenings 
 

Freeman Station Signal Mast Raising 
 

May 4th, 2019 

sometime after  

12 noon 

Rain or Shine! 

 

This is sure to be a hit 

with the kids (young & 

old) 

 
Photo Alan Harrington 

 

Victorian Tea  
 

May 18 & 19, 2019 at 

Bronte Creek Provincial 

Park 

 

Calling all Tea Lovers and Tea Connoisseurs! 

Are you making your daily cuppa properly? 

Would you be able to serve tea to the Queen? 

Learn how to make and enjoy a proper 

Victorian Tea! Participation by donation to the 

Friends of Bronte Creek Park.  

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers (Elected) Directors (Appointed) Convenors (Appointed) 

 
President                      Joan Downey 
1st Vice President        Vacant 
Secretary                      Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                     Alan Harrington 
 
Past President            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Pat Taylor 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 
Outreach            Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards                  Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington          Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                        Dohn Nagy / Jack Arno 
Publicity                              Jennifer Kemp 
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I can unsubscribe at any time. 
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RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 
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Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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“On June 6, 1944, the First Canadian Army, with Americans on one flank and British on the other, 

attacked the German stronghold on the northern French coastline of Normandy.  The success of the 

assault on Juno Beach was assured by the tenacity and dedication of men, like those from Burlington. 

….Burlington was still very much a rural town when war was declared again in September 1939.  The 

population had grown to about 3,500 and over 600 enlisted, this time in either the Army, Navy or Air 

Force, also known as the Canadian Active Service Force (CASF).  Tanks, planes, ships and submarines 

were virtually unheard of in the Great War but played pivotal roles in the outcome of the Second World 

War . 

….The Peel, Dufferin, Halton Regiment (later the Lorne Scots) was formed to give local identity to Army 

recruits, unlike the numbered battalions of World War One.  Practice took place near the Old Town 

Hall on Elizabeth St., and on open ground near where Joseph Brant Hospital is today. 

….War dragged on for six years and 44 of Burlington’s heroes were among the many Canadian war 

dead.” 

Quoted with the author’s permission from the book “We Were Just Doing Our Bit” by Ed Keenleyside, ©2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newspaper clipping from 7 June 1944 

D-Day + 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On the Homefront           Photo BHS Archives 

 

About 50 women and 3 men worked at the 

TW Hand Fireworks Co. plant on Caroline 

Street at Clarke Avenue, sewing and testing 

parachutes used to drop flares.  The factory 

later became the home of Susan Shoes.  

Today it is a private residence. 

  

 

Today    
 Photo: The Canadian Encyclopedia 

     Today, there is a spectacular monument 

to Canada’s wartime sacrifices in France – 

the Juno Beach Centre.   Located in Courseulles-sur-Mer in France, the creation of the centre was 

spearheaded by D-Day veteran and Burlington resident, Garth Webb. 

This centre welcomes thousands of visitors every year and this anniversary year promises to set records.  

Among the visitors will be Burlington Mayor, Marianne Meed Ward.   

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 
 

BHS members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith 

and for general purposes only.  Editor: Joan Downey 

 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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Beach Strip bathers – 1900-1910     Photo:  BHS Archives 
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Our next meeting will be 

September 9th, 2019 at 7 pm 
Burlington Public Library, Central 

Branch, New Street 
 

Enjoy the summer! 

In this issue – 

• From the Archives              2 

• Wow - What a day!!!!         3 

• Freeman Station Update      3 

• Outreach Report                4 

 

The full 8 page Gazette will 
return in September. 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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While you are enjoying the hot and hazy days of summer (perhaps preferring an air conditioned space), 

I thought you might like to read about how 2 young Burlington residents spent a couple of summer days 

in 1930.   These were the days when Highway 2 was the route to Montreal.   

 

Diary of a Hike to Montreal and Back – Burlington Gazette, 27 Aug 1930 

The following is the diary kept by two Burlington boys, Norman Smith and Gordon Rusby, who recently 

hitch-hiked to Montreal and return: 

Tuesday, 6:30 – arose; had breakfast.  8:30 – started on our journey.  Got a ride with a traveller in a 

Chev.  Rode 20 miles to Newcastle.  From Newcastle hailed a ride in a Chrysler with traveller to Port 

Hope.  Walked about 1-1/2 miles beyond the town limits.  Got a ride in a new Ford for about a mile.  

Walked about a mile……Hailed a ride with a girl in Durant coupe.  Rode in rumble to Colbourne.  From 

there got a ride in a Whippet sedan with four girls from Michigan.  They took us right into Kingston at 

end of the lake….Got a ride with a student to top of Kingston Heights in a new Ford.……from there 

two fellows in a new Ford sedan took us twenty miles past Gananoque on their fender…… At Cornwall 

a couple picked us up.  These people were from Mewbury Post, Mass.  They were quite friendly.  We 

exchanged names.  They kindly drove us to Montreal and paid our fare across all toll bridges.  Along 

Lachine canal we passed Hugh Elsam and Bill Clifton (other Burlingtonians).  On the outskirts of Montreal 

we got mixed up and went 

up to Mount Royal and saw 

the Ku Klux Klan fiery 

cross.  Went to lunch place 

and had lunch.  The name 

of the place was Harmony 

Lunch.  We then started to 

walk to St. Hubert.  

Crossed over the Victoria 

Bridge, which is over the St. 

Lawrence and 1-3/4 miles 

long.  Walked to St. 

Lambert and slept under a 

bush by a catherdral.     

   
     1928 Durant Coupe (with a rumble seat)  www.classiccars.com 

Wednesday, 6:00 – arose and were almost frozen.  Heavy frost; thick mist on St. Lawrence……got a 

ride to St. Hubert.  Arrived at St. Hubert when the sun had just cleared the horizon – two red airplanes 

were just landing with mail.   

From the Archives      Joan Downey 



3 
 

 

Return – we got a ride with a Frenchman in a Pontiac through Montreal to Verdun…...At Verdun we 

got a ride in a truck to Lachine. Saw Lachine rapids……from there a fellow in a Willys Knight roadster 

took us for a few miles….a fellow in a new Chev picked us up and took us 109 miles to 

Brockville.  First place we stopped to eat since we left Montreal.  Two young fellows 

from Glen Falls, N.Y. picked us up……They had a new Chrysler car and travelled 

between 60 and 65 all the way home…...arrived in Oshawa at 9:45 completing a 700 

mile trip from Oshawa to St. Hubert and back in 32-3/4 hours.  We slept 5-3/4 hours 

on the way and made approximately 20.8 miles per hour hitch hiking.   

Thursday – spent day in Oshawa.  Went to show.  Played golf.  

 

 

 WOW – WHAT A DAY!!!!! 

Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum 

By Patricia Taylor 

If you’ve ever visited the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum you know what I mean.  If you haven’t, move it 

to the top of your “Bucket List.”  Best 5 hours I’ve spent in a long time.  

 Up – Up – and Away!   Chris Mallion-Moore 

and Pat Taylor in the cockpit of an Air Canada 

plane.    

 Canada’s Lancaster Bomber 
Photos:  Pat Taylor 
 
 

Freeman Station Update – Alan Harrington 
 

The Freeman Station has an Open House every Saturday this summer from 10-3, with old trucks, 

ukulele bands and lots of fun.  Drop by and see what a great job the Friends of Freeman Station (FOFS) 

have done in recreating an earlier time.  Check on the website for more information. 

http://www.freemanstation.ca/  
 
 

http://www.freemanstation.ca/
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Do you follow us on Facebook?  Jennifer Kemp is doing a great job of adding interesting photos 

and stories to our page.  Take a look at and “like” a posting.  Even better – “follow” us.  

www.facebook.com/burlingtonhistory 

If you do follow our page you already know that we will be at LaSalle Park on the Civic Holiday, 

5 August 2019, for Joseph Brant Day:  family friendly entertainment; food truck rally;  lots of 

things to do, or, just enjoy the park.  Look for us in the pavilion.  It’s FREE!      

https://museumsofburlington.ca/events/#modal 

On 10 August 2019 we are participating in the One World One Family 

Conference at the Church of the Latter Day Saints, 701 Stonechurch 

Road East, Hamilton. 

If you are interested in genealogy or would like to find out more, this 

is the conference to attend!   For tickets follow:   

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-world-one-family-2019-tickets-61869907559 

Then, just to convince you that your Outreach Team is not laying fallow for the summer – on 20 

August 2019 we have a meeting scheduled with Halton Heritage.  They are the group responsible 

for the great Brant Inn display towers at Central Library.  We hope there is an area where we 

can partner with them and take advantage of their expertise.  More on this later….. 

 

Oh no!  That song is going round and round in my head already. 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

Outreach Report – Joan Downey 

http://www.facebook.com/burlingtonhistory
https://museumsofburlington.ca/events/#modal
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-world-one-family-2019-tickets-61869907559
http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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At our September meeting Ted Barris, noted military historian, is going to be 

previewing his new book “Rush to Danger”.   

Ted once asked his father, Alex, “What did you do in the war?” What the 

former US Army medic then told his son forms the 

thrust of Barris’s latest historic journey—an exploration 

of his father’s wartime experiences as a medic leading up 

to the Battle of the Bulge in 1944–45, along with 

stories of other medics in combat throughout history.  

 

In this unique front-line recounting of the experiences of stretcher bearers, 

medical corpsmen, nurses, surgeons, orderlies, dentists and ambulance drivers, 

Barris explores the evolution of battlefield medicine at such historic 

engagements as Fredericksburg, Batoche, the Ypres Salient, the Somme, Vimy, 

Singapore, Dieppe, Normandy, Falaise, Bastogne, Korea, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Barris’s sources reveal—like never before—why men and women sporting the red cross on 

their helmets or sleeves didn’t flee to safety but chose instead to rush to assist. 

Ted is a very engaging speaker.  Bring your friends to this one – they won’t be disappointed.  A Different 

Drummer Bookstore will be attending.  Be one of the first to get a copy of the book, signed by the 

author! 

          

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith and for general purposes.       

Editor: Joan Downey        

 

Join us to  hear Ted Barris 

Monday, September 9th, 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial 

Room, Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

Everyone is welcome! 
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Our next meeting will be October 

21st, 2019** 

**Make note of the late date!   

This one is later in the month so we 

can all celebrate Thanksgiving.    
 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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Autumn has arrived – maybe not officially until the Fall Equinox on 23 September,  but summer is really 

over once the CNE ends and the school year begins. 

 

Right now is the time to enjoy the wonderful produce that 

Southwestern Ontario provides:  peaches so juicy you have 

to eat them over the sink to catch the drips; wonderful 

garden tomatoes & cucumbers; zucchini everywhere (now’s 

the time to dig out the zucchini 

bread recipe).  Then, soon comes 

apple season. 

 
 

Harvest time on the Kemp Farm – BHS Archives 

 

I used to love to walk in the city at this time of year and you could smell pickles 

and chili sauce coming from the houses.  Those smells are no more.  First, not 

many people still make their own pickles and second – most homes are air 

conditioned – no more open windows.  Today, the autumn smell is pumpkin 

spice latte from Tim Horton’s and it’s a pretty good smell. 

 

Fall always seems to me to be a time for 

beginnings.  Much more so than January.  It’s time to start: the 

diet; the exercise program; the craft class or maybe return to 

school as an adult student.  The possibilities are endless.  The 

Public Library and the Seniors’ Centre offer many programs 

which are either free or have a nominal charge.    

 

But, if you like the outdoors there is no better time of year.  

Unlike the spring, the ground is not soggy and the air is crisp.  

Walking in fall is always a delight. 

 

     

Membership Table   Pat Taylor 

 

President’s  Report    Joan Downey 

Welcome to new members: 
Paul Charlebois 

& 
Dobrila Kinn 
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Burlington Reeves   

 

Part I - John Waldie (22 April 1833-2 June 1907) 

Reeve 1873, 1874-1878 

(Yes, we’ve talked about John Waldie before, but he served as the first Reeve of the Town of Burlington 

and, as a result, his story bears repeating.) 

John Waldie was born in Hawick, Scotland in April of 1833 and came to Canada 

as a youth.  His career began in Burlington.  John was instrumental in having 

Burlington incorporated as a village and was honoured by being elected its first 

Reeve.  His love for Burlington remained with him throughout his busy life.  He 

made a number of gifts to the village, the last one being the new public library.  

Today, there is a John Waldie Study Hall on the second floor of Central Library 

and his portrait continues to have a prominent place. 

He was Reeve* of Burlington for five years, Reeve of Nelson Township for two 

years and Warden* of Halton County for 2 years.   

The building at the northeast corner of John Street and 

Lakeshore Road was built well over 150 years ago (ca. 

1865). The store handled everything from groceries to 

dry goods and hardware.  It employed 14 clerks and on 

Saturday nights, when the farmers came to town, the 

store and plank sidewalk outside were thronged with 

shoppers. In 1885 he sold the business to his partner 

William E. Kerns and entered the lumber business, 

moving to Toronto in the process with his second wife 

Sarah Jarvis.  He founded the Victoria Harbour Lumber 

Company located in Victoria Harbour, Ontario.   He was 

also the President of two tanneries.  Waldie was also a 

director of the Bank of Toronto and vice-president of 

the Landed Banking and Loan Company in Hamilton.   
      Painting by Paul Duff 

He was elected to the House of Commons as a Member of the Liberal 

Party in the 1887 election to represent the riding of Halton, later 

being re-elected in 1888.   During that time, he developed a close 

friendship with Wilfrid Laurier, the seventh Prime Minister of Canada. 

John and his first wife Mary Ann Thomson had 13 children (6 girls and 

7 boys).   

Nine of his children and some of their spouses and children are buried 

in Greenwood Cemetery in Burlington.  The last burials in the family 

plot took place in 1998.      

Photos – BHS Archives 
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If you would like to read more about the life and times of this famous Burlingtonian, 

this book is available at Central Library  -  

The Legacy of John Waldie and Sons: A History of the Victoria Harbour Lumber 

Company, by Kenneth A. Armson & Marjorie McLeod  

*Definitions:  Reeve – forerunner to today’s Mayor;  County Warden – forerunner to County 

Chairperson 

Sources: The Burlington Gazette; A Walk in Greenwood by Peggy Armstrong; 

www.burlingtongazette.ca; www.findagrave.com; www.ancestry.ca; Ontario, Canada, 

Marriages, 1801-1928; Ontario Canada, Deaths 1869-1946; 1841 Scotland Census; Census of 

Canada 1851-1891 

 

Editor’s note:  The Milton Historical Society meets in the Waldie Blacksmith Shop.  I wondered if there 

was a connection and did some research.  The original Milton blacksmith was James A. Waldie.  He was 

born in 1832 in West Dunbartonshire, Scotland of different parents than those of John Waldie.  West 

Dunbartonshire is about a 10 hour drive on today’s roads from Hawick where John Waldie’s family 

resided.   While there may be a distant family connection, they were NOT brothers. 

 

The Outreach Team has had a very busy summer.  Did you drop by our table at the Joseph Brant Festival 

in LaSalle Park?  The weather was wonderful; the entertainment great and the food trucks outdid each 

other with superb offerings.   Lots of people showed an interest in BHS.  All in all – a great day!     

The fall season is shaping up to be busy also with the following already on the books: 

- 18 September – Pat Taylor will present The Villages of Burlington at BPL, 6-7 pm 

- 24 September – meeting with Halton Heritage Services to explore possible involvement with us 

in future projects  

- 28 September – Doors Open, the BHS banner will be raised at Freeman Station 

- 19 October – Waterdown Book Fair, St. James Church, Parkside Drive 9:30 – 2:30 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Cowan’s Book of Jingles, The Cowan Co. Limited, Toronto 

 

Outreach Report – Joan Downey 

http://www.burlingtongazette.ca/
http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.ancestry.ca/
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We came across this advertisement in the Archives.  It will make you very glad to be living in this century.  

 

From the Archives    Joan Downey 
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The Freeman Station has achieved another milestone on its long journey. 

 

When the station was moved to its current site in 2014, a basement was dug to 

create a space for a scale model railway in Burlington from a century ago.  However, 

in order to allow groups into the basement, fire code 

requires a second exit - an emergency egress. 

 

The cost of this egress was estimated at $25,000 and in 

2019, The Ontario Trillium Foundation issued a grant to 

Freeman Station to complete the stairs to allow public 

access.  

 

It is customary upon completion 

of  Ontario Trillium Foundation  

projects to recognize the event and that 

was done on Saturday August 17 when 

MPP Jane McKenna and Mayor Marianne 

Meed Ward officially cut the green 

Trillium ribbon.    

 

That’s the new exit, to the left of the 

yellow star.   

 

And, for those interested, the truck is a 
1958 Chevrolet Apache pick up truck 

belonging to Canadian Tire. 

 
          The Vaudevillian Trio at Freeman Station 

 

                          Photos by Alan Harrington 

 

 

 

 

Our next event is Doors Open Burlington on Saturday 

Sept 28 2019 10:00 - 4:00 free admission & loads of free 

parking on site.  

 

The Poacher Ukulele Band will be performing. 

Want a preview?  This clip is from Hidden Valley Park in 2018.  Sounds like a sing-a-long to me!       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAq0rjdShOc 

Freeman Station Update     Alan Harrington 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAq0rjdShOc
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Heritage Happenings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The re-opening of the  

Joseph Brant Museum 

September 15th – 12 noon to 4 pm 

Admission is FREE 
 

 

Bronte Creek Provincial 

Park  Harvest Festival 

 
 From 10 am September 28  

  To  4 pm  Septmber 29, 2019 

 

Come and celebrate the 

Fall harvest 

Mystery Photo    Joan Downey 

 

We haven’t had a mystery photo 

for a while.  I think this one may 

have you stumped. 

 

I’m sure you will recognize the 

large building in the background as 

Aldershot Cold Storage.  

But…what’s that long low building 

in front? 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers (Elected) Directors (Appointed) Convenors (Appointed) 

 
President                      Joan Downey 
1st Vice President        Vacant 
Secretary                      Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                     Alan Harrington 
 
Past President            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Pat Taylor 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 
Outreach            Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards                  Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington          Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                        Dohn Nagy / Jack Arno 
Publicity                              Jennifer Kemp 
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2019 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting. 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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A NIGHT AT THE RACES 

Which North American city has held Marathon Road Races for the 

longest time running? 

  1.  Boston?   3.  San Francisco? 

  2.  New York?   4.  Burlington & Hamilton? 

 

You’re right - #4!  The Around the Bay 

Road Race has been held in Burlington & 

Hamilton continuously since 1894. 

 

Anna Lewis will give us the inside scoop on this race which begins and 

ends on York Blvd. in Hamilton. 

 
A bit of Burlington trivia – Gwelda Garnham, in her book, The Burlington I 

Remember, mentions Tommy Longboat and others training on Maple 

Avenue.  Tommy was from the Six Nations near Caledonia.  He won this 

race in 1906 and went on to win the Boston Marathon in 1907. 
 

       Photos:  www.bayrace.com/history 

  

Then, as the evening progresses, our first speaker will pass the baton for Part II of our Night at the 

Races. 

On July 13, 1980, a different kind of marathon came to Burlington.  

On that day, the Marathon of Hope came through our town.   

Craig Gardner, Chair of the Burlington 

Terry Fox Run will fill us in on the annual 

run to commemorate this brave event and 

to raise money for Cancer Research.   

The statue is in Spencer Smith Park – west 

end. 

The book is Terry Fox’s log book.  If you 

get our your magnifying glass you can see 

Burlington is the second entry on the page.          
               Terry Fox photos by Alan Harrington 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained 

on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith and for general purposes.       

Editor: Joan Downey  

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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President’s Report  Joan Downey 
 

I would like to solicit your input.  The Burlington Historical Society needs a 

project.  You are a diverse group with many interests.  What would you like 

to see your Historical Society contribute to remember the history of the 

community?   And, remember Burlington stretches from the lake to Kilbride 

and from Burloak to Hamilton.   Is there an historical event or a building 

(like the Brant Inn)  which is no longer there which should be remembered?   

Or, maybe we need to commission another book – is there a subject which 

we need to cover? 

Do you have any ideas?  Our three books:  

Pioneer Days, The Growing Years and Pathway 

to Skyway cover our history from the beginning 

up to the Skyway.  And, the Brant Inn has been 

well remembered with books, a DVD and a 

plaque in Spencer Smith Park.   

Are the ideas just flying through your head?  

Well then, please send us an email 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca .  We don’t need a 

fully fleshed out project, just jot down your 

ideas.  If you don’t want to email, please write 

your ideas down and pass them to a member of 

the Executive at the next meeting.  

 

 

You will notice the meeting announcement and table of contents is missing from the front page.  Well – double bills take 

more room so it got bumped to page 2. 

 

Join us for A Night at the Races 

 21 October 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial Room, 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

Everyone is welcome!  Bring your friends. 
 

 In this issue –  

• President’s Report        2 

• Outreach                     3 

• Membership Table        3 

• Burlington Reeves         4       

• From the Archives        5 

• Freeman Update           6 

• Mystery Photo              7   

• Heritage Happenings      7 

• BHS Executive              7 

• BHS Membership          8 

 

Our next meeting will be November 11, 2019 

7 pm, Burlington Public Library, 

Central Branch 

The BHS will lay a wreath at the 

Cenotaph during the Remembrance 

Day Service 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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Pat Taylor presented Villages of Burlington for the Burlington Public Library on September 18th.  It was 

very well received.  This is proving to be our most popular presentation.  Pat has given it a number of 

times. 

On 24th September, Jane Ann & I met with Halton Heritage Services.  We discussed a number of areas 

where they may be able to help us with their expertise.  More about that in a later Gazette.   

Following up on our Night at the Races – this photo shows winner Jim Duffy (1912) on the bridge over 

Burlington Canal.   Photo courtesy Hamilton Public Library 

 

 

 

The addition of these 2 new members 

brings our total membership up to  

120  
   

 

Outreach Report   Joan Downey 

Membership Table   Pat Taylor 

Welcome to new members:  
Ray Cummins 

& 
Bill Long 
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Burlington Reeves   

Part III – Richard Graham Baxter (27 Sep 1850 – 14 Feb 1926) 

Reeve 1883-1886       
 
Richard Graham Baxter was born in Nelson Township, 

Halton County (likely in Lowville) in 1850, the son of 

Thomas Baxter and Amanda Kaitting.   

Richard’s father Thomas was a well know businessman in 

early Wellington Square.  One of three piers in early 

Wellington Square was known as Baxter’s pier.   

When Thomas married Amanda in 1843 he gave his 

address as Balsam Lodge, Freeman.  That house is still 

standing today at 2290 Queensway Drive.  

Richard was brought up in this house.   

Richard commenced his business career in Buffalo in 1868 as the principal partner in the firm of Baxter & 

Blackmore, grain dealers.  He was just 18 at the time.  Later he moved to Burlington and we assume he carried on 

as a grain dealer/merchant, possibly in his father’s business. 

He was elected Reeve in 1883 and served for three years.  He was elected again in 1899.  At the end of 1899 

“owing to increasing business cares, I will be compelled to retire from the office of reeve at the end of the present 

year”.   

At some point, he was responsible for opening the first bank to locate in Burlington.  It was a private one owned 

by Richard Baxter and Company located on the southwest corner of Brant and Water Streets. 

One legacy of Baxter’s time in office – in The Burlington Gazette of 25 Feb 1899 it was reported that Reeve Baxter 

was instructed to purchase the Gore property between Water and Princess Streets for the purpose of turning it 

into a public park.  The amount to be paid - $1500.   Princess Street is gone but it is believed that this park was 

located across from what is now Emma’s Back Porch.   

Shortly after leaving public office, the Baxters moved to Bridgeburg, Ontario.  

At the time, Bridgeburg & Fort Erie were without banking establishments of 

any kind.  Richard established a private bank.  Within a few years the 

chartered banks began to open in the area.  Baxter later established the first 

customs brokerage business.  The Bridgeburg Review in their obituary state 

“he was a keen business man but fair in all his dealings”. 

Richard Baxter married twice:  the first time in 1879 to Emma Harriet 

Douglass.  Emma died in 1913 and Richard remarried in 1916 to Emily Frances 

Cattley.  There is no indication in the records that there were any children in 

either marriage. 

Richard died in Bridgeburg at the age of 75.  He was survived by his widow & 

one brother.    He is buried in Luton Cemetery, Malahide Elgin County in the 

plot adjoining that of his first wife, Emma Douglass. 

               www.findagrave.com
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We received 2 donations in the past month: 
 

Anne Wingfield passed on a number of documents and brochures of 

interest, some from the City of Burlington.  Included in the newspapers 

were some political  ads, including this one to Re-Elect Anne as Chair of 

the Burlington Hydro-Electric Commission.   

 

Marlene Scales donated some interesting items.  Marlene is the daughter of 

Thomas Gordon Alton.  One item included in this donation is an original 

insurance map book dated 1924 which belonged to her father.  It is  

 not in very good shape but it will be on display once some restoration 

work is done.   
 

One of our newest members is also our newest Archives volunteer.  Dobrila Kinn  has been assisting 

with accessioning and cataloguing our latest acquisitions. 

 

 

 

As you know, our mandate is to collect photographs and documents of Burlington’s past.  But recently 

we received an item outside that scope which has ties to Burlington and to the Burlington Historical 

Society.  Peggy Armstrong has donated Les’ Lions’ Club vest which is just covered with pins from other 

Lion’s clubs.  Les was only a member for a brief time in the 70s, however, his brother, Frank, has been a 

Lion for more than 60 years.  Frank is a 

BHS member and attends our meetings. 

 

Recently, I met with Terry Bowker, 

Secretary of the local chapter.  He gave me 

a tour and filled me in on the history.  Over 

the years many of our prominent citizens 

have been Lions.  At one time (1928/29) 

Lloyd D. Dingle was Secretary Treasurer.  

In 1931 he was Burlington’s Mayor.  Terry 

gave me copies of correspondence signed 

by Dingle where he was desperately trying 

to get the members to bring in letterhead 

and envelopes to be used for club 

correspondence.  One of his letters is 

written on Glover Basket Company 

letterhead, another on O.W. Rhynas and Son Limited letterhead. 

 

At the club hall there is a display case filled with memorabilia from times past and they have a collections 
of flags from Lions’ Clubs all over the world. 

 

Les’ vest will be on display at out October meeting.   

 

 

From the Archives    Joan Downey 
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 The Joseph Brant Museum opened officially on September 15 to tell "the story" of 

Burlington. 

 

Part of that story includes transportation and the movement of goods & people in 

and out of town. 

 

The old "Burlington" sign from Freeman Station is featured prominently on the wall 

as visitors enter the gallery. 

 

Other Burlington artifacts are also proudly  displayed in the section. 

 
  

Freeman Station Update     Alan Harrington 
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Heritage Happenings 
 

 

How about a visit to the 

Halton County Radial 

Railway Museum?  It’s up 

Guelph Line,  north of Hwy 

401.   

 
Burlington also had radial rail lines in times gone 

by.   It was a radial line which came from 

Hamilton and crossed in front of the Brant Inn.  

https://hcry.org/history/  

 

 

 

 

Or, what about a walking tour of Downtown 

Hamilton with The Lady Hamilton Club?  The 

next tour is October 11th.  The tours are free 

but you need to 

register   

https://ladyhamiltonclub.com/  

Mystery Photo    Joan Downey 

 

Bill Kemp (Jennifer’s dad) thought the building 

housed either chickens or pigs.  Right on both 

counts! 

 

I asked Keith Thornborrow, former Aldershot 

resident, for help with this one.  His response 

follows:  

It’s Bowron’s Battery, a large Chicken Barn….It and a 

lot of chickens were destroyed by fire in the  1950s. 

….We watched it burn from “our” house 

on   Waterdown Road.  It was very windy that night and flaming embers were carried high in the 

sky….Never rebuilt ..... a fellow kept pigs in the concrete foundations after the fire for a 

time.....the adjacent Bowron factory became Allan Candy Co.....Keith  

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers (Elected) Directors (Appointed) Convenors (Appointed) Volunteers 

 
President                 Joan Downey 
Vice President         Don Crossley (interim) 
Secretary                  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                  Alan Harrington 
 
Past President         Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Pat Taylor 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 
Outreach            Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards             Anne Wingfield 
Phone Committee       Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington     Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                         
Publicity                          Jennifer Kemp 

 
Peggy Armstrong 
Jennifer Kemp 
Dobrila Kinn 
Chris Mallion Moore 
Pat Taylor 
Russ Woodley 

https://hcry.org/history/
https://ladyhamiltonclub.com/
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2019 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting. 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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The Trumpeter Swans 

 
Our November speaker will be Liz Benneian of the Trumpeter Swan Coalition.   

The largest swan in the world, the Trumpeter Swan, is native 

to North America. Once hundreds of thousands of pairs of 

these birds nested in the northern areas of Canada and the 

U.S. in the summer and then migrated to warm southern 

U.S. marshes for the winter. With the arrival of Europeans, 

these birds became widely hunted. Valued for their beautiful 

feathers, their meat and even for their feet which were used 

to make ladies’ purses, they began to die out. In Ontario, 

the last Trumpeter was shot by a hunter in Long Point in 

1886. By 1935, only 69 Trumpeters were counted in all of 

North America. It looked like these beautiful birds were 
about to join the long list of species that had been hunted 

to extinction.  

Today 200 Trumpeter Swans - about 1/5th of Ontario’s 

population, make LaSalle Park in Burlington their overwintering grounds, the largest concentration in 

Ontario.  

 

 
BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained 

on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith and for general purposes.       

Editor: Joan Downey  

 

Join us to hear about the Trumpeter Swans 

 11 November 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial Room, 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

Everyone is welcome!  Bring your friends. 
 

 In this issue  

• President’s Report        2 

• Outreach                     2 

• Burlington Reeves      3,4       

• From the Archives        5 

• Freeman Update           6 

• Membership Table        7   

• Heritage Happenings      7 

• BHS Executive              7 

• BHS Membership          8 

 

Our next meeting will be 13 January 2020 

7 pm, Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

There will be a short Annual General Meeting  

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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On Thanksgiving weekend my sister and I visited the Halton Radial Railway 

Museum on Guelph Line.  What a great morning.  It reminded me of how important 

rail travel was in the early years of our country.    Before the days of plastic, 

everything was oak, brass and leather.  And, like Freeman Station, it has all been 

beautifully restored by an army of volunteers. 

In Burlington, the 

Hamilton Radial 

Electric Railway 

Company was an 

interurban electric line that operated from 

July 1896 to January 5, 1929. The line ran 

from Hamilton via Wilson Street and 

Birch Avenue and the Beach Strip beside 

the hydro towers, up Maple Avenue from 

the Brant Inn to Elgin Street, then east to 

Lions Club Park, where the car barns 

were. From 1904 it ran to Oakville along 

the north side of New Street.                                     
    BHS Archives 

 

We recently received a very generous donation from the estate of our late 

member, Bryce Lee.  Along with his love for trains and motorcycles, Bryce was 

a staunch supporter of local history and the BHS Archives.   

In 2020 you will hear more about a fitting project to honour Bryce’s love of 

history.     

 

 

On 19 October the Outreach Team of Peggy Armstrong, Pat Taylor and Joan Downey attended the 

Waterdown East Flamborough Heritage Society’s 29th annual Fall Book Fair.  We didn’t sell many books 

but we met a lot of old friends and heard what other societies in the area are planning. 

Pat presented “Villages of Burlington” on 24 October to a group of about 200 members of the Central 

Burlington Women’s Probus Club.  That was definitely the biggest group we have presented to so far.  

There was lots of discussion afterwards and plenty of interest in the BHS.  

We have one more event before the end of the year.  We look forward to participating in the 2nd annual 

Hamilton Public Library Genealogy Fair, on 16 November.   Same as last year, the team will consist of 

Pat Taylor, Chris Mallion-Moore and Joan Downey. 

 

 

   

President’s Report  Joan Downey 

Outreach Report   Joan Downey 
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Burlington Reeves   

Part II – William E. Kerns (6 Sept 1840 – 6 March 1913) 

Reeve 1879-1882       
 

William Kerns was born in Nelson Township, Halton County in 1840, the 

son of Nicholas Kerns II and Mary Ann Waterberry.  His grandfather, 

Nicholas Kerns was a United 

Empire Loyalist and was the first 

settler to buy land from Joseph 

Brant 

Kerns completed his schooling 

and entered business as a 

merchant, first as a clerk for John 

Waldie, then as a partner.  Later, when Waldie moved on, 

William became sole owner of the business.  That building is 

now 2021 Lakeshore Road. 

Soon after becoming the business owner, he purchased the warehouses and wharf of the late Wm. Buntin 

and became a wharfinger and grain merchant in connection with the mercantile trade.  

In 1868, he married Ellen Morrison. William and Ellen had 3 children.  Mary Gertrude was born in 1869 

and tragically died at the age of 4.   

Frederick Arthur Kerns was born in 1870.  According to the 1901 Census, he went on to become a 

barrister having studied at the University of Toronto.  Frederick died of tuberculosis at the age of 41. 

Their youngest child was William 

Charles, born 1874.   He followed 

in his father’s footsteps and became 

a merchant.  William Charles also 

served as a Burlington Reeve, from 

1900-1905.   

William & Ellen and their family 

lived on Water Street in a home 

called Oakwood.  We believe that 

home is the building we know 

today as Emma’s Back Porch on 

Old Lakeshore Road.   

   The Estaminet 

          (Emma’s Back Porch) ca 1920 
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As was the custom in those days, William joined the military.  There is record of him, 16 October 1869 

as a Captain in the 5th company (Nelson) of the 20th Halton Battalion of Rifles (Lorne Scots).  He would 

have been 29 at the time and already established as a business man.   

He rose through the ranks to become a Lieutenant Colonel.   As a Lt. Colonel in the 20th Halton Rifle 

Battalion there is available a pay slip for September of 1885, where William signed for $12.00 pay for 

Annual Drill of Active Militia, Brigade Camp, Niagara. 

Kerns served on the school board for ten years.  He was elected Reeve for Burlington by acclamation 

and served from 1879 to 1882 He was also vice president of the Federal Life Insurance Company of 

Hamilton and chairman of the finance committee of Halton County.  . 

When not attending to business he was networking as a member of the local Masonic lodge and a county 

master in the Orange Order.  In 1883 he was elected to the Provincial Legislature as a Conservative.  

He was a very busy man. 

From census reports we know that William was Presbyterian so he likely attended Knox church, as did 

our first Reeve, John Waldie.   

At 6:13 am on 6 March 1913, Lt. Col. William Kerns passed away.  The attending physician, Dr A. H. 

Speers listed the primary cause of death as Influenza & bronchitis, duration 4 weeks.   He was also 

suffering from double pneumonia and inflammatory rheumatism.    His widow, Ellen died on 21 July 1913, 

just 5 months after William.  The cause of her death was arterial sclerosis.   

William and Ellen are both buried in Greenwood Cemetery. 

  

www.findagrave.com 

The original Kerns farm was located on the east side of Brant Street, extending from Upper Middle Road 

to north of Mountainside Plaza.  Today we remember the Kerns family with Kerns Road and Kerns Park  

in the Tyandaga neighbourhood. 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/
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The Archives has been a busy place this month.  Our 2 new volunteers, Donna Ryan and Dobrila Kinn 

have been helping out with the day to day activities and will soon start to scan the photo collection.  

Have the photos been previously scanned?  Yes – but mostly at very low resolution and 

they were not adequately identified.  So…..it’s “do-over” time.       

 

Thirty-Mile Speed Signs placed on Middle Road (QEW) 
The Burlington Gazette, 20 July 1938 
 

“Thirty-mile” speed signs have been erected by the police committee of Burlington on the Middle Road at Freeman 

to try and stop the speed at which cars travel on this road in front of the many homes in the town along this strip.  

The sign reads “Town of Burlington – Speed 30 miles”.  It has been placed on the Bridle property just this side 

of the subway.  If the sign does not have the desired effect to cut down the terrific speed in this section the police, 

it is understood, will attempt to prosecute. 

 

For some time past the town council have been trying to have the government do something to stop the speed 

on this section of road before another fatality occurs, but to date they have met with little success.  The section 

in question is a most dangerous one due to the close proximity of the houses to the road and the fact that the 

sidewalk skirts the highway.  

Construction of what we now know as 

the Queen Elizabeth Way was begun as 

a Great Depression relief project.  By 

the end of 1937, the Middle Road was 

open between Toronto and Burlington. 

When it opened, it was the first 

intercity divided highway in North 

America and boasted the longest 

continuous stretch of illumination in the 

world until World War II. 

 

Construction of the Queen Elizabeth Way 

(QEW) near the creek now called Sheldon 

Creek, ca 1935 

- Ella Sherwood. BHS Archives 

Did you know? 

McMaster University was originally located in Toronto.  The following is from the Canadian 

Encyclopedia.   

 McMaster University, founded in 1887 as a BAPTIST institution, opened in Toronto in 1890 

 and moved to Hamilton in 1930. Chartered by the provincial legislature, the university was 

 named for William MCMASTER, who bequeathed to it the bulk of his estate.

From the Archives    Joan Downey 
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Over two thousand visitors toured Freeman Station during the 2019 

summer.  Admission was free every weekend for the public to enjoy model trains, 

artifacts, music and special events.  In  previous years, construction limited Open 

House days to only two or three per year. 

  

Now that the Station has closed for the 2019 season, the volunteers can continue 

renovating the portico floor and plumbing the downstairs washrooms. 

  

In anticipation of the 2020 tourist season, plans are underway to promote the Station as a destination 

with new artifacts and events. 

  

WHINSTONES 

Following up on this successful fundraising 

promotion, three plaques have been mounted on 

the north exterior side of the building to recognize 

all those who bought a Whinstone. 

  

A few whinstones are STILL available and a $100 

donation will get your name of choice recognized. 

The donor receives a 2019 tax receipt for the full 

$100.  Visit the FOFS website for details.   

https://www.freemanstation.ca/  
                           

 

 

The singer in the window is Hayley Verrall, recipient of the 

2018 Burlington’s Best Arts Person of the year.    Hayley 
was one of the performers at Freeman Station during Doors 

Open Burlington. 

 

 

 

   

Photos by Alan Harrington 

 

Freeman Station Update     Alan Harrington 

https://www.freemanstation.ca/
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Membership Table   Pat Taylor 

 
 
 
 
 

Beat the January rush and consider renewing your membership for 2020 at the November meeting. 

Heritage Happenings 
 

Burlington Remembers – November 11, 2019  

 

Sunrise Service at the Naval 

Ships Memorial Monument in 

Spencer Smith Park at 9 am 

Remembrance Day Parade 

starts at Central School at 10:15 

am 

Remembrance Day Service at 

the Cenotaph, north side of City 

Hall at 11 am 

 
** As in previous years, The Burlington Historical 
Society will be laying a wreath at the Cenotaph  

 

Burlington Santa Claus Parade – 

December 1, 2019  

A great time for all ages.   

And, in addition to welcoming Santa to town 

– you get to see the 

Burlington Teen Tour 

Band marching, curb 

to curb, down Brant 

Street.  Gives me 

goose bumps every 

time! 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers (Elected) Directors (Appointed) Convenors (Appointed) Archive Volunteers 

 
President                 Joan Downey 
Vice President         Don Crossley (interim) 
Secretary                  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                  Alan Harrington 
 
Past President         Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Pat Taylor 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 
Outreach            Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards             Anne Wingfield 
Phone Committee       Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington     Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                   Vacant            
Publicity                         Jennifer Kemp 

 
Peggy Armstrong 
Jennifer Kemp 
Dobrila Kinn 
Chris Mallion Moore 
Donna Ryan 
Pat Taylor 
Russ Woodley 

Welcome back to member  
 

Bill Kemp 
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2020 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

⃝ Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand I 

can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting. 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca     www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington

