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The Trumpeter Swans 

 
Our November speaker will be Liz Benneian of the Trumpeter Swan Coalition.   

The largest swan in the world, the Trumpeter Swan, is native 

to North America. Once hundreds of thousands of pairs of 

these birds nested in the northern areas of Canada and the 

U.S. in the summer and then migrated to warm southern 

U.S. marshes for the winter. With the arrival of Europeans, 

these birds became widely hunted. Valued for their beautiful 

feathers, their meat and even for their feet which were used 

to make ladies’ purses, they began to die out. In Ontario, 

the last Trumpeter was shot by a hunter in Long Point in 

1886. By 1935, only 69 Trumpeters were counted in all of 

North America. It looked like these beautiful birds were 
about to join the long list of species that had been hunted 

to extinction.  

Today 200 Trumpeter Swans - about 1/5th of Ontario’s 

population, make LaSalle Park in Burlington their overwintering grounds, the largest concentration in 

Ontario.  

 

 
BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained 

on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith and for general purposes.       

Editor: Joan Downey  

 

Join us to hear about the Trumpeter Swans 

 11 November 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial Room, 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

Everyone is welcome!  Bring your friends. 
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Our next meeting will be 13 January 2020 

7 pm, Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

There will be a short Annual General Meeting  
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On Thanksgiving weekend my sister and I visited the Halton Radial Railway 

Museum on Guelph Line.  What a great morning.  It reminded me of how important 

rail travel was in the early years of our country.    Before the days of plastic, 

everything was oak, brass and leather.  And, like Freeman Station, it has all been 

beautifully restored by an army of volunteers. 

In Burlington, the 

Hamilton Radial 

Electric Railway 

Company was an 

interurban electric line that operated from 

July 1896 to January 5, 1929. The line ran 

from Hamilton via Wilson Street and 

Birch Avenue and the Beach Strip beside 

the hydro towers, up Maple Avenue from 

the Brant Inn to Elgin Street, then east to 

Lions Club Park, where the car barns 

were. From 1904 it ran to Oakville along 

the north side of New Street.                                     
    BHS Archives 

 

We recently received a very generous donation from the estate of our late 

member, Bryce Lee.  Along with his love for trains and motorcycles, Bryce was 

a staunch supporter of local history and the BHS Archives.   

In 2020 you will hear more about a fitting project to honour Bryce’s love of 

history.     

 

 

On 19 October the Outreach Team of Peggy Armstrong, Pat Taylor and Joan Downey attended the 

Waterdown East Flamborough Heritage Society’s 29th annual Fall Book Fair.  We didn’t sell many books 

but we met a lot of old friends and heard what other societies in the area are planning. 

Pat presented “Villages of Burlington” on 24 October to a group of about 200 members of the Central 

Burlington Women’s Probus Club.  That was definitely the biggest group we have presented to so far.  

There was lots of discussion afterwards and plenty of interest in the BHS.  

We have one more event before the end of the year.  We look forward to participating in the 2nd annual 

Hamilton Public Library Genealogy Fair, on 16 November.   Same as last year, the team will consist of 

Pat Taylor, Chris Mallion-Moore and Joan Downey. 

 

 

   

President’s Report  Joan Downey 

Outreach Report   Joan Downey 
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Burlington Reeves   

Part II – William E. Kerns (6 Sept 1840 – 6 March 1913) 

Reeve 1879-1882       
 

William Kerns was born in Nelson Township, Halton County in 1840, the 

son of Nicholas Kerns II and Mary Ann Waterberry.  His grandfather, 

Nicholas Kerns was a United 

Empire Loyalist and was the first 

settler to buy land from Joseph 

Brant 

Kerns completed his schooling 

and entered business as a 

merchant, first as a clerk for John 

Waldie, then as a partner.  Later, when Waldie moved on, 

William became sole owner of the business.  That building is 

now 2021 Lakeshore Road. 

Soon after becoming the business owner, he purchased the warehouses and wharf of the late Wm. Buntin 

and became a wharfinger and grain merchant in connection with the mercantile trade.  

In 1868, he married Ellen Morrison. William and Ellen had 3 children.  Mary Gertrude was born in 1869 

and tragically died at the age of 4.   

Frederick Arthur Kerns was born in 1870.  According to the 1901 Census, he went on to become a 

barrister having studied at the University of Toronto.  Frederick died of tuberculosis at the age of 41. 

Their youngest child was William 

Charles, born 1874.   He followed 

in his father’s footsteps and became 

a merchant.  William Charles also 

served as a Burlington Reeve, from 

1900-1905.   

William & Ellen and their family 

lived on Water Street in a home 

called Oakwood.  We believe that 

home is the building we know 

today as Emma’s Back Porch on 

Old Lakeshore Road.   

   The Estaminet 

          (Emma’s Back Porch) ca 1920 
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As was the custom in those days, William joined the military.  There is record of him, 16 October 1869 

as a Captain in the 5th company (Nelson) of the 20th Halton Battalion of Rifles (Lorne Scots).  He would 

have been 29 at the time and already established as a business man.   

He rose through the ranks to become a Lieutenant Colonel.   As a Lt. Colonel in the 20th Halton Rifle 

Battalion there is available a pay slip for September of 1885, where William signed for $12.00 pay for 

Annual Drill of Active Militia, Brigade Camp, Niagara. 

Kerns served on the school board for ten years.  He was elected Reeve for Burlington by acclamation 

and served from 1879 to 1882 He was also vice president of the Federal Life Insurance Company of 

Hamilton and chairman of the finance committee of Halton County.  . 

When not attending to business he was networking as a member of the local Masonic lodge and a county 

master in the Orange Order.  In 1883 he was elected to the Provincial Legislature as a Conservative.  

He was a very busy man. 

From census reports we know that William was Presbyterian so he likely attended Knox church, as did 

our first Reeve, John Waldie.   

At 6:13 am on 6 March 1913, Lt. Col. William Kerns passed away.  The attending physician, Dr A. H. 

Speers listed the primary cause of death as Influenza & bronchitis, duration 4 weeks.   He was also 

suffering from double pneumonia and inflammatory rheumatism.    His widow, Ellen died on 21 July 1913, 

just 5 months after William.  The cause of her death was arterial sclerosis.   

William and Ellen are both buried in Greenwood Cemetery. 

  

www.findagrave.com 

The original Kerns farm was located on the east side of Brant Street, extending from Upper Middle Road 

to north of Mountainside Plaza.  Today we remember the Kerns family with Kerns Road and Kerns Park  

in the Tyandaga neighbourhood. 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/
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The Archives has been a busy place this month.  Our 2 new volunteers, Donna Ryan and Dobrila Kinn 

have been helping out with the day to day activities and will soon start to scan the photo collection.  

Have the photos been previously scanned?  Yes – but mostly at very low resolution and 

they were not adequately identified.  So…..it’s “do-over” time.       

 

Thirty-Mile Speed Signs placed on Middle Road (QEW) 
The Burlington Gazette, 20 July 1938 
 

“Thirty-mile” speed signs have been erected by the police committee of Burlington on the Middle Road at Freeman 

to try and stop the speed at which cars travel on this road in front of the many homes in the town along this strip.  

The sign reads “Town of Burlington – Speed 30 miles”.  It has been placed on the Bridle property just this side 

of the subway.  If the sign does not have the desired effect to cut down the terrific speed in this section the police, 

it is understood, will attempt to prosecute. 

 

For some time past the town council have been trying to have the government do something to stop the speed 

on this section of road before another fatality occurs, but to date they have met with little success.  The section 

in question is a most dangerous one due to the close proximity of the houses to the road and the fact that the 

sidewalk skirts the highway.  

Construction of what we now know as 

the Queen Elizabeth Way was begun as 

a Great Depression relief project.  By 

the end of 1937, the Middle Road was 

open between Toronto and Burlington. 

When it opened, it was the first 

intercity divided highway in North 

America and boasted the longest 

continuous stretch of illumination in the 

world until World War II. 

 

Construction of the Queen Elizabeth Way 

(QEW) near the creek now called Sheldon 

Creek, ca 1935 

- Ella Sherwood. BHS Archives 

Did you know? 

McMaster University was originally located in Toronto.  The following is from the Canadian 

Encyclopedia.   

 McMaster University, founded in 1887 as a BAPTIST institution, opened in Toronto in 1890 

 and moved to Hamilton in 1930. Chartered by the provincial legislature, the university was 

 named for William MCMASTER, who bequeathed to it the bulk of his estate.

From the Archives    Joan Downey 
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Over two thousand visitors toured Freeman Station during the 2019 

summer.  Admission was free every weekend for the public to enjoy model trains, 

artifacts, music and special events.  In  previous years, construction limited Open 

House days to only two or three per year. 

  

Now that the Station has closed for the 2019 season, the volunteers can continue 

renovating the portico floor and plumbing the downstairs washrooms. 

  

In anticipation of the 2020 tourist season, plans are underway to promote the Station as a destination 

with new artifacts and events. 

  

WHINSTONES 

Following up on this successful fundraising 

promotion, three plaques have been mounted on 

the north exterior side of the building to recognize 

all those who bought a Whinstone. 

  

A few whinstones are STILL available and a $100 

donation will get your name of choice recognized. 

The donor receives a 2019 tax receipt for the full 

$100.  Visit the FOFS website for details.   

https://www.freemanstation.ca/  
                           

 

 

The singer in the window is Hayley Verrall, recipient of the 

2018 Burlington’s Best Arts Person of the year.    Hayley 
was one of the performers at Freeman Station during Doors 

Open Burlington. 

 

 

 

   

Photos by Alan Harrington 

 

Freeman Station Update     Alan Harrington 

https://www.freemanstation.ca/
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Membership Table   Pat Taylor 

 
 
 
 
 

Beat the January rush and consider renewing your membership for 2020 at the November meeting. 

Heritage Happenings 
 

Burlington Remembers – November 11, 2019  

 

Sunrise Service at the Naval 

Ships Memorial Monument in 

Spencer Smith Park at 9 am 

Remembrance Day Parade 

starts at Central School at 10:15 

am 

Remembrance Day Service at 

the Cenotaph, north side of City 

Hall at 11 am 

 
** As in previous years, The Burlington Historical 
Society will be laying a wreath at the Cenotaph  

 

Burlington Santa Claus Parade – 

December 1, 2019  

A great time for all ages.   

And, in addition to welcoming Santa to town 

– you get to see the 

Burlington Teen Tour 

Band marching, curb 

to curb, down Brant 

Street.  Gives me 

goose bumps every 

time! 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers (Elected) Directors (Appointed) Convenors (Appointed) Archive Volunteers 

 
President                 Joan Downey 
Vice President         Don Crossley (interim) 
Secretary                  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                  Alan Harrington 
 
Past President         Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Pat Taylor 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 
Outreach            Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards             Anne Wingfield 
Phone Committee       Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington     Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                   Vacant            
Publicity                         Jennifer Kemp 

 
Peggy Armstrong 
Jennifer Kemp 
Dobrila Kinn 
Chris Mallion Moore 
Donna Ryan 
Pat Taylor 
Russ Woodley 

Welcome back to member  
 

Bill Kemp 
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2020 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

⃝ Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand I 

can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting. 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca     www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington

