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The Transformation of Joseph Brant Museum 

 

Our speaker, Barbara Teatero began her career at Joseph Brant Museum as the office manager.  Over 

the course of the next many years, she was given opportunities to learn and grow and eventually curate 

and manage Joseph Brant Museum.  Shortly after the City of Burlington acquired Ireland House at 

Oakridge Farm, Barbara was promoted to Director of Museums and, reporting to the Burlington 

Museums Board, assumed 

responsibility for both Joseph Brant 

Museum and Ireland House Museum.   

 

Barbara has played a strong role in 

delivering heritage services and 

promoting heritage within the City. 

She was a Tourism Burlington Board Member 1999-2003 & 2009-2015; was a founding member of 

Burlington Heritage Umbrella Group; helped develop the King's Highway Audio Tour; participated in 

War of 1812-14 Commemoration; served on the Cultural Boards Committee collaborating on new 

initiatives. 

Barbara is recognized in Ontario's museum sector for her leadership, her visionary planning acumen, and 

her contribution to excellence in museum work. 

 

For the better part of 30 years, her dream has been the need to improve Joseph Brant Museum and 

today that dream is being realized. 

          

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes       

Editor: Joan Downey        

 

Join us to  hear Barbara Teatero 

Monday, May 13th, 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial Room, 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
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Our next meeting will be  

September 9th, 2019.  

Enjoy the summer!    
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It was a long winter and you are 

now likely thinking “finally it’s 

Spring”.   

 

This picture is for anyone who feels 

spring is a long time coming.   

 

I recently came across this photo  

in the Filman Collection.  Cheer up 

folks.  Better times are coming. 

 

 

  BHS Archives 

While I am on the subject of cherry blossoms, this year 

marks the 30th anniversary of the twinning of the cities of 

Burlington and Itabashi, Japan. 

If you find the cost of $4000 - $5000 for a trip to Itabashi a 

bit beyond your budget there are more economical ways to 

celebrate.   

The Itabashi Garden at Tansley Woods Community Centre 

opens on July 1st, 2019.   

Sometime this spring, visit Spencer Smith Park and enjoy a 

walk among the blooming Sakura Cherry trees.  It’s hard to 

believe you are in the middle of a busy city. 

Both the Library & Art Gallery have programs planned to 

mark the occasion.  Check out their websites.   

For more information on celebrations, visit   

https://www.insidehalton.com/whatson-story/9268441-5-

things-burlington-is-doing-to-mark-the-30th-anniversary-of-the-

twinning-agreement-with-itabashi-japan/ 

Photo City of Burlington 

 

Thank you to our Greeters at the April meeting: 

Jack Seagert & Patrick Sweeny 

 

President’s  Report    Joan Downey 

https://www.insidehalton.com/whatson-story/9268441-5-things-burlington-is-doing-to-mark-the-30th-anniversary-of-the-twinning-agreement-with-itabashi-japan/
https://www.insidehalton.com/whatson-story/9268441-5-things-burlington-is-doing-to-mark-the-30th-anniversary-of-the-twinning-agreement-with-itabashi-japan/
https://www.insidehalton.com/whatson-story/9268441-5-things-burlington-is-doing-to-mark-the-30th-anniversary-of-the-twinning-agreement-with-itabashi-japan/
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Firemen’s Drill Team Made Fine Impression 
Street Dance Enjoyed by Large Crowd 

(Burlington Gazette 27 July 1932, p.6) 

It is estimated between 1000 and 1500 people were on Brant Street on Thursday evening last, when the 

firemen’s drill team arrived on the scene to put on their annual drill.  Headed by the band, the drill team 

and members of the brigade marched down Brant Street, circled the foot of the street and marched back 

to the enclosure between Elgin and James Streets, which had been especially fenced off for the occasion.  

Eddie Drinkwater was in charge of the drill team, and as several manoeuvres were presented, applause 

was in order. 

The drill team was given a grand reception, and as the boys went through the various movements with 

precision, many favourable comments were heard of the splendid showing. 

The Burlington band provided excellent music for the drill, and will accompany the team to Georgetown 

on August 1st.  The band was under the leadership of Bandmaster T. Waumsley, and made a very 

favourable impression with the crowd.  At the conclusion of the drill, McPherson’s orchestra furnished 

the music for the street dance, which was enjoyed until an early hour.  The entertainment committee 

and drill team committee had charge of the arrangements.  

 

Congratulations! 
(Burlington Gazette 3 August 1932, p.1) 

Hats off to the firemen and drill team for their splendid showing at Georgetown on Monday.   

They looked quite smart in the parade, and many compliments were heard upon their appearance as 

they passed by.  But the climax came at the park, when the drill team again captured the drill competition 

from Thorold.  The boys had determination in their faces when they faced the judges, and as they swung 

into action, were greeted with applause, which continued throughout as they went through several 

manoeuvres.  When the decision of the judges was announced, the boys were surrounded by their 

friends and hearty congratulations were in order.  Drill instructor Ed Drinkwater came in for 

considerable praise, but he modestly attributed the win to the boys who so faithfully turned out to  

practice during the past few months.  To say “Eddie” as he is ---(text illegible due to fold in paper).... 

putting it mildly.  The win is a big advertisement for Burlington, and is only further proof of the valuable 

asset the brigade is to the town.  
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The boys deserve all credit for bringing back the honors to the town, and the Gazette joins with the 

citizens generally in extending warmest congratulations, and trust their efforts will be suitably recognized 

in the near future.  It was a great victory and all the citizens have every reason to be proud of the fire 

laddies. 

Burlington Drill Team Won at Georgetown 
Tom Waumsley Elected Treasurer of Association for Ensuing Year 

(Burlington Gazette, 3 August 1932, p.5) 

(abridged from a long account) 

Four bus loads and many citizens in cars accompanied the firemen to the annual tournament held in 

connection with the Provincial Firemen’s Association in Georgetown on Monday, Civic Holiday. 

The Burlington firemen won their fair share of the prizes, again capturing the drill competition from 

Thorold and winning 2nd prize in the rescue race.  More than 1500 firemen paraded, while 5000 witnessed 

the march past on the main streets of the town. 

The streets were gaily decorated to welcome the fire fighters and the near-by highways were congested 

while the parade was in progress.  Hamilton veterans on foot and in their cars with their ancient reel, 

dated 1843, drawn by a Boy Scout Troop, St. Mary’s fire brigade, Georgetown truck, Burlington brass 

band and brigade, decorated trucks, etc., etc. 

At the exhibition grounds the drill competition between Burlington and Thorold was a feature of every 

demonstration, attracted a crowd of more than 2000.  Burlington was awarded the trophy with 86 points,  

Thorold scoring 85.  The win by the Burlington drill team was very popular and the boys and Drill 

Instructor Ed Drinkwater were showered with congratulations by many of the visiting firemen.  The boys 

received a splendid reception and all through the drill received hearty applause-- 

--Next year in Dundas. 

 

Transcriptions by Peggy Armstrong 

 

Note:  Both photos from BHS Archives.  The 

date on the panoramic image is unknown, 

however, since they are in very impressive 

uniforms I would like to think this is the 

winning team.   

The photo on the left is dated 1918. 

 

If you would like to look closer at the faces in the panoramic photo to identify a family member, the 

image is on the website where you can zoom in closer.  
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Not strictly Outreach I suppose, but a group of volunteers recently participated in a rare “Behind the 

Scenes” tour at the Hamilton Public Library Local History & Archives collection.  

‘Rare’ since the public is not normally permitted into the storage areas.   

Wow!  What an incredible collection.  If you have an interest in the history of the 

area or if your family roots are in the Hamilton area, drop in the next time you find 

yourself in Hamilton.  The staff are most helpful. 

Note:  East Flamboro (now Aldershot) was part of Wentworth County until 1957.   The HPL Local 

History & Archives holds extensive records on this area.   

We have been approached by the Women’s Auxilliary of the Burlington East Presbyterian Church to 

give a presentation at their year end meeting on June 5th.   We will be presenting “Villages of Burlington”.  

Of our list of presentations, this one appears to be the most popular.   

Jennifer Kemp has volunteered to look after Publicity for BHS.  This includes updating our Facebook 

page (which she is already doing) and posting on the Events Calendar on InsideHalton and The Spec.  In 

the future you will also see our presence on Twitter & Instagram.  She will also be on the lookout  for 

new ways to highlight our society to the public.  Thank you, Jennifer. 

Burlington’s Reeves and Mayors 

When the Village of Burlington was established in 1873, the chief executive of the community was called 

a Reeve.    A Reeve served as head of the village council until 1 January 1915.  On that date Burlington 

became a town and the chief officer became the Mayor with the Reeve acting 

as deputy mayor. 

Today, the title of Reeve has been replaced by Councillor. 

We have researched the men (and, in 2019, 2 women) who have served as 

Mayor of Burlington.  Much of the information on the Reeves & Mayors comes 

from their obituaries published in the Burlington Gazette.  In days gone by 

obituaries were a rich source of information on the deceased, his family and, 

in many cases, the gory details of his death.   

In the next few issues, I will share some of that information on these pages beginning 

with our first Reeve, John Waldie, Reeve in 1873 and 1874 – 1878.     

Many thanks to Peggy Armstrong for her valuable research.  

         BHS    Archives

Outreach Report – Joan Downey 

From the Archives    Joan Downey 
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Part of the visitor experience at the 

Station will be found the in the basement 

section as about 500 sq. ft. of open space 

will be converted to a scale model of the 

old Village of Burlington.  The team is 

working very hard to have this project 

ready for the fall of 2019, in time for 

school age children to visit. 

 

To create this display, in April 2019, the 

City Arts & Culture Fund provided a 

generous grant of $7,000.   
 

Early photo of a train at Freeman Station 

BHS Archives 

 

 

Also, a grant was received from the Ontario 

Trillium Foundation to  excavate an entrance 

on the east facing basement wall. 

Construction has already begun for this 

access which, when completed, will have 

concrete walls and exterior stairs.  This 

change is required to meet fire code. 

 

This aerial view (looking south) shows 

where the entrance will be made on the east 

facing wall. 

 

The signal mast is also indicated. 

 

The yellow triangle is an approximate outline 
of the property  
  

 

                                          Photo Alan Harrington 
 

 

Update….. 
 

Last month I reported that we were completely sold out of the book Memories of the Brant Inn.  I am 

happy to report that another supply as been located and we are now ready to respond to requests for 

copies.  A Different Drummer Bookstore also has a replenished supply of the book.  Since both the 

Library and the Joseph Brant Museum are planning programs about the Brant Inn this summer, we expect 
to be receiving requests. 
 

Freeman Station Update     Alan Harrington 
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Recently, I was in the Tampa Airport with a 2 ½ hour wait for my flight.  Wandering around, I chanced to look 

up – wwwway up – and saw a number of paintings along the wall.  The name ‘Wright Brothers’ in one of the 

paintings caught my attention.  And under one of the paintings was a sleek metal stand – of course I checked it 

out.  A set of ‘flip-cards’ explained what I was looking at –a mural of the development of flight by George Snow 

Hill.  He was born in Munising, Michigan; studied art for a time in Paris; on returning to the USA he lived for three 

years in New York City before settling in the St. Petersburg area of Florida. He passed away in 1969.  He was 

commissioned to do murals for several government buildings on 

Florida’s west coast including this mural of seven panels for the old 

Tampa Airport.  While the new airport was under construction, 

restoration was done on the mural.  The six panels I found honoured 

these innovators of flight: Archimedes, Icarus and Daedalus, Montgolfier 

Brothers, Otto Lilienthal, Wright Brothers and Tony Jannus.  The ‘flip-

cards’ explained their contributions.   

What an interesting way to pass the time waiting for my sleek, tube-in-

sky to bring me home. 

Editor’s Note:  Come to the meeting on May 13th and hear Pat’s 

“Bytes of Burlington” presentation on “Art in Public Places.” 

Icarus & Daedalus by George Snow Hill – Wikimedia.com 

 

Member’s Musings     Pat Taylor 

Heritage Happenings 
 

Freeman Station Signal Mast Raising 
 

May 4th, 2019 

sometime after  

12 noon 

Rain or Shine! 

 

This is sure to be a hit 

with the kids (young & 

old) 

 
Photo Alan Harrington 

 

Victorian Tea  
 

May 18 & 19, 2019 at 

Bronte Creek Provincial 

Park 

 

Calling all Tea Lovers and Tea Connoisseurs! 

Are you making your daily cuppa properly? 

Would you be able to serve tea to the Queen? 

Learn how to make and enjoy a proper 

Victorian Tea! Participation by donation to the 

Friends of Bronte Creek Park.  

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers (Elected) Directors (Appointed) Convenors (Appointed) 

 
President                      Joan Downey 
1st Vice President        Vacant 
Secretary                      Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                     Alan Harrington 
 
Past President            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Pat Taylor 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 
Outreach            Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards                  Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington          Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                        Dohn Nagy / Jack Arno 
Publicity                              Jennifer Kemp 



8 
 

The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2019 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington

