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Our March speaker is RON FOSS.  Ron is the grandson of George 

Foote Foss, the designer and manufacturer of the Fossmobile.   

 

According to Google - George owned his own shop in Sherbrooke, 

Quebec, offering machining, blacksmithing, and bicycle repair. He 

became interested in automobiles after riding in an electric brougham 

while visiting Boston, MA. During the winter of 1896, Foss worked on 

a four-horsepower, single-cylinder automobile which he completed in 

the spring of 1897. The vehicle was the first of its kind to be built in 

Canada 
 

Photo: Ron Foss              

Foss drove his car in and around Sherbrooke, 

Quebec for four years. He later moved to 

Montreal, Quebec, where the car sat idle for a 

year before he sold it for $75 in 1902.  

Foss had previously turned down an offer to 

partner with Henry Ford as he believed Ford's 

vehicle to be inferior to his own.  

   

Ron will tell us the whole story …..and let us 

in on the Burlington connection.  

   

 Fossmobile trial run 

            

    Model T Ford   

 

 Join us to  hear Ron Foss    

Monday, March 11th, 2019 at 7 pm, Centennial 

Room, Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

 

NOTE:  Our Annual General Meeting will precede 

the speaker.  
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At our March 11th AGM, albeit 2 months late, and as your Interim President and Nominating Committee 

Chair, I will be presenting the Slate of Officers for 2019 along with:   

• Introducing some proposed new faces around our Executive Table 

• Reintroducing some familiar faces who will remain around our Executive Table 

• Presenting our 2018 Financial Report  

• Allowing our members to approve the Slate of Officers 2019 as presented 

• Outlining proposed changes to our Constitution and ask for membership approval 

Truly a new beginning for our Society! 

I encourage YOU to attend our March General meeting as important changes are about to take place.  

As a faithful member and supporter of BHS, you will have a say in how our Society goes forward in 2019. 

As per our Constitution, members in good standing can be nominated and members must agree to the 

nomination and be dully seconded from the floor. 

I look forward in seeing your smiling faces on Monday  March 11th in the Centennial Room BPL! 

 

The March meeting will be Jane Ann’s last  

as the BHS President 

Thank you, Jane Ann.  Best Wishes in your 

future endeavours 

   

Our BHS Outreach Team are looking for new opportunities within our community to present various 

Burlington history topics to Groups.  

Should your Group be looking for a presenter, why not consider BHS Outreach Team?   Should you 

have any questions concerning this BHS opportunity, please email us at info@burlingtonhistory.ca  and 

we will be happy to address any questions or concerns you may have.  

 

President’s  Report    Jane Ann Newson  

Outreach Report – Jane Ann Newson 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistory.ca
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The following history is taken from the Burlington Historical Society website www.burlingtonhs.com 

In March of 1919 twenty five Burlington residents formed the Burlington Horticultural Society. Among the 

members were some of the prominent men of the day, including Rev. George Tebbs, Paul Fisher, Fred Ghent and 

Spencer Smith. From the minutes of that first meeting we have the purpose of the organization – “Some of our 

prominent citizens felt our town could be made much more attractive if we had a Horticultural Society responsible 

for beautifying vacant street corners, place flower beds at entrances to our town and generally assist our citizens 

to produce plants, seeds and trees, as well as instructing them on practical horticulture”. At that first meeting it 

was proposed to adopt the rose as the town flower and make Burlington famous for its roses. The President was 

the Rev. George Tebbs and Secretary was Mary Townsend. By the end of that first year, the Society membership 

had increased to 111. 

In the early years the Society functioned as the Town’s Park Board. Much of the physical work involved in 

establishing the parks was done by the members of the society. They dug the ground, prepared the soil and did 

the planting in the first parks. Two of the first parks created by the Society were Gore Park and Brant Park, 

opposite the Brant Inn. As time went on, the town recognized the work of the society and began to give the group 

an annual grant. During this time there was only one paid employee, Mr. Fred Feketa. After the Second World 

War as Burlington expanded, the town took over parks maintenance through the Parks and Recreation 

Department. 

Spencer Smith was a charter member of the society and remained a member for 36 years until his death in 

1955. Smith had come to Canada as a Barnardo boy. He settled in Burlington as a young man, married Edith 

Bell and opened a green grocer store on Brant Street not too far from the lake. He began by planting flowers 

around his shop and those of his neighbours. He took an active interest in developing town parks as the chairman 

of the society’s parks committee. It was described as “his intensive hobby”. 

In 1920 town property from Nelson Avenue to Burlington Avenue was drained, cleaned up and designated as 

Lakeside Park. This was the beginnings of what we now call Spencer Smith Park. Smith was particularly interested 

in developing parkland along the waterfront. Through his 

efforts the initial small Lakeside Park was expanded and is 

now the showpiece of the Burlington waterfront. In 1933 

under Smith’s leadership members cleaned up the 

shoreline below Lakeside Park and further developed the 

park. The park was renamed Spencer Park in 1942. When 

the Burlington Centennial Committee suggested in 1964 

that the name should be changed to Wellington Square 

Park, there were strong objections led by the Burlington 

Horticultural Society    and the Park retained Smith’s name, 

becoming known as Spencer Smith Park. 
Spencer Smith Park, ca 1957 

BHS Archive

http://www.burlingtonhs.com/
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In recognition of his efforts, there is a cairn in Spencer Smith Park with the inscription, 

“Erected by the Burlington Horticultural Society in honour and memory of Spencer 

Smith for his outstanding contribution and leadership in the Beautification of 

Burlington. He laboured for 25 years on the Executive during continuous membership 

of 36 years from 1919 – 1955”. 

 

On a piece of town property which is now part of the grounds of Burlington Central 

High School, Spencer Smith established a town nursery. Hundreds of seedlings were 

obtained from the government nursery at St. Williams and school children and Scouts 

helped with the planting of them. These seedlings as they grew became the trees 

that were planted in many parts of old Burlington.   BHS Archives

     

The Society held its first flower show in the new Lakeside Park in 1920. Membership increased until in 1925 

there were 356 members. Two years later the Prince of Wales visited Burlington. Peonies presented by him were 

planted in Radial Park. In a Souvenir Booklet of Burlington published in 1927, it was noted that the society was 

doing excellent work in civic beautification. The society continued to urge town council to adopt the rose as the 

civic flower and finally in 1929 town council did so. The rose collection (garden) in Central Park in front of the 

Library was started with a one thousand dollar grant from the society and each year new roses are added to the 

collection. The society has continued to have flower shows over the years, although for a brief time they were 

discontinued. There have been shows at the Central Library and in the Burlington Mall, but now shows are held 

three times a year during regular society meetings. 

Over the years the society has had photography competitions and beginning in 1969 as part of the society’s 50th 

anniversary, an annual garden tour has been held. Ten years later on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the 

society the annual Civic Rose Awards began. 

Membership has varied over the years. The highest membership was in 1950 when there were 548 members. 

In the 1980s the Society took on a major project. It created an Honour 

Roll of Trees which lists over seventy imported and eighty native 

species. Society members inspected, measured, photographed and 

catalogued notable trees. A two volume Honour Roll of Trees was 

presented to the Burlington Central Library. For the 65th anniversary 

of the organization, a pine tree was planted in La Salle Park. 

Horticultural Society members Bob Mitchell and  

Hugh McLachlin measure a tree on the property  

of Jim and Marjorie Bates, Burlington Spectator, 1987  Photo BHS Archives 

The society continues to fulfill its original mandate – in 1991 after two years of 

planning, the Maple Park project was dedicated by Mayor Roly Bird. More 

recently the society has taken over maintenance of the Perennial Bed in front of 

the Central Park Bandstand. The Burlington Horticultural Society continues to 

provide funds annually to the Public Library for the purchase of books and DVDs 

on gardening. 

          2019 Plant Sale –  Saturday, 25th May  

At St. Christopher’s Anglican Church, Guelph Line 
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A couple of weeks ago I received an email from Peter who lives out west.  During a random search on 

the internet, he had discovered that our city’s name had previously been Wellington Square.  Suddenly 

he understood the significance of a poem, written by his ancestor, Frederick Fenton! 

Frederick Fenton (1840-1886) emigrated to Canada in 1842 or 1843 from Belfast, Ireland with his family.  

They only lived in Nelson for a short time, then Frederick’s father, Joseph Fenton, found work as a 

teacher in Hamilton.  By 1846, Joseph was Vice-President of the Gore District Teachers’ Society. 

Frederick joined the bar in 1866 and worked for a number of law firms in Hamilton and Toronto. In 

1858 he joined the Ontario Literary Society.  Peter and his family are in possession of a number of poems 

which he wrote to his sweetheart and later wife, Anna Kennedy.   

The Fentons maintained ties to  Nelson Township, choosing to summer along the waterfront near Bronte 

until the 1940s. 

In 1875, Frederick was appointed Crown Attorney for York – a position he held until his death from 

heart issues.  During his time as County Crown, he took on whiskey traders, fight organizers, illegal 

lottries, etc.  The Toronto papers were full of his cases.  In 1883 he received a series of death threats 

which of course served as great fodder for the newspapers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Ode of Wellington Square 

By The Illegal Rapscallion* 
Written ca 1860 

(*nom de plume for Frederick Fenton) 

Air – Loves of Blarney!

There is no situation, in the whole creation, 

for recreation that may once compare 

with the prodigality and the sweet reality 

of this dear locality called Wellington Square. 

 

There is naught surpasses the fresh green grasses 

save the pretty lasses.  So we oft repair. 

When the aural Frauleins, make such tender squalling 

in their caterwauling at Wellington Square. 

 

But the highest bliss is the fragrant kisses 

which the darling misses dispense round there. 

For they are not pedantic and each youth romantic 

perpetrates the antic at Wellington Square

Only city ladies may go to Hades 

mere walking shadows, sallow, thin and spare. 

But in love or duty you will find the beauty 

that will stick like glue to ye at Wellington Square 

 

There are always four of us – and sometimes more of us 

but should a score of us go over there 

hurrah for the sparkin’ when the night sets dark in 

and such jolly larkin’ at Wellington Square 

 

Led by the lasses – all men are asses. 

Then let belly rumble and back go bare.  

I may take a loathing for food or clothing. 

I care for nothing but Wellington Square

 

From the Archives    Joan Downey 
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The Heritage Month Open House at the Station was derailed by Mother Nature.  A large 

accumulation of snow and ice melted and 

refroze coating the area with 6" of ice, 

making the area impassable. Therefore, the 

call was made to cancel the Open House 

officially yet have a few tour guides for any 

stalwart visitors 

 

About three dozen braved the 

conditions and were able to see the 

1/24 scale models rolling in the 

basement. The main floor showed off 

the recently installed display cabinets 

and coffee nook.      Photo Alan Harrington  

 

Donated artifacts continue to arrive such as this CNR shovel. Too bad it's a museum 

piece or we could have used it outside. 
Photo Alan Harrington 

Later in the evening, Anne Lederman & Ian Bell performed century-old Canadian songs at the BPAC as 

a benefit to the Freeman Station. The FOFS are very grateful for this consideration and the donations 

thankfully accepted. 

Just prior to his recent untimely 

death, BHS member Bryce Lee 

had donated this wonderful 

photo of the Freeman Station to 

the FOFS group.   

 

It depicts Toronto Bound TH&B 

locomotive #15, ca 1925,  

 

The building on the north side of 

the tracks is Niagara Peninsula 

Growers Ltd. 
 

Photo owned by the late Bryce Lee, Edited by David Craig – permission to use granted to FOFS 

        

50 years ago 

On March 10, 1969 the Royal Canadian Mounted Police conducted their last 

ever dog sled patrol, with two Mounties and a team of huskies setting off from 

Old Crow in the Yukon Territory for a one-month patrol that covered 800 miles. 

The RCMP had announced earlier that, starting with the 1969-1970 winter, its 

patrols would be limited to motorized sleds and airplanes.  
Photo:  https://commons.wikimedia.org  

Freeman Station Update  Alan Harrington 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Canadian_Mounted_Police
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog_sled
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Crow,_Yukon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yukon_Territory
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
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BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca. Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in 

good faith and for general purposes      Editor: Joan Downey  

Heritage Happenings 
 

 

Hamilton's Around the 

Bay Road Race is the 

oldest on the continent, 

first run in 1894, three 

years before the Boston 

Marathon.  

 

 

31 March 2019 marks the 

125th Anniversary 

To register, go to  

https://bayrace.com/  

 

 

Heritage Month 2019 
The 2019  Heritage Month  was a success, despite the weather.  BHS was well represented:  

❖ 2 February - 40 people braved the cold and joined Alan Harrington for a Heritage Walk 

❖ 7, 14, 21, 18 February – BHS and Burlington Public Library 

hosted Open House in The History Room  

❖ 11 February – BHS General Meeting with speaker Rob Green, 

Halton Black History Awareness Society  

❖ 14 February - Joan Downey presented Pioneer Families at BPL 

❖ 16 February – A great (and free) concert with Anne Lederman 

& Ian Bell at BPAC was hosted by Alan Harrington  

❖ 20 February – Pat Taylor & Joan Downey presented Villages of 

Burlington at the Salvation Army             Photo –Archives of Ontario 

❖ 27 February – Chris Mallion Moore presented Spencer Smith, the Man and his Park 

❖ 1-15th February -  the BHS display table was on the 2nd floor, outside the History Room 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President (acting)       Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President        Vacant 
2nd Vice President       Vacant 
Secretary                      Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                     Alan Harrington 
 
Past President            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 
Outreach            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Greeting Cards                  Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington          Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw                        Pat Taylor 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
https://bayrace.com/
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2019 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington

