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Sherry Saevil, our January speaker is a Cree women from Treaty 6 with a degree in Native Studies 

and Criminology from the University of Saskatchewan.  She developed her passion for Indigenous issues 

through personal experience and professional life. Sherry’s mother and all of her Aunts and Uncles were 

survivors of the Residential School system.  She comes from a 

family of ten children who were all part of the “Sixties 

Scoop.”  Sherry is the first generation to raise her children 

without government interference. 

Sherry now works with the Halton Catholic District School 

Board (HCDSB) as the Indigenous Education Advisor.  She is a 

passionate advocate for Indigenous issues and regularly speaks 

about several key subjects including Residential Schools, 

Treaties and social issues facing Indigenous people. 

Sherry continues to support a variety of educational initiatives 

at the HCDSB by providing professional development to all 

staff, introducing Indigenous elders, artists, performers and 

Traditional Knowledge Keepers to schools while encouraging 

teachers to embed Indigenous ways of knowing into the 

curriculum.        Photo courtesy HDCSB

Join us to hear the real story about the 

Residential Schools 
 

Monday, 8th January 2018, at 7 pm  

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

Lots of parking and coffee and goodies  
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Information contained on our website, 

newsletters and publications 
Is printed in good faith and for general 

purposes. 

February Meeting 
 

Monday,  12th February at 7 pm 
 

Our topic will coincide with Black 

History Month with speaker Dennis 

Scott  

We look forward to seeing you then! 
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President’s Report   Jane Ann Newson  

  

 

 

 

 

As we say goodbye to 2017, we are reminded of the many things that happened during this past year! 

The negative happenings that changed the world and history as we have known it, have left some of us 

feeling stunned, shocked and maybe even shaking our heads.   

We are hopefully comforted with some positive happenings and some of those happenings occurred 

right here at The Burlington Historical Society. 

 A review of the past year can be seen by re-reading our Gazette newsletters with special attention given 

to our Outreach, Freeman Station, From the Archives and Heritage Burlington Update and 

special reports.  By taking another look at these 2017 milestones, we realize that great strides have 

taken place within our Society and with the preservation of our history.  For this we are truly grateful.   

Moving into 2018, we look forward to a positive beginning with the hopeful continuation of our 

Burlington Beginnings effort and obtaining additional speaking and other opportunities in order to 

continue promoting BHS. 

I look forward to your support and inputs to these types of positive actions in 2018.  I remind you of 

our Call for Nominations Notice that was sent out at the first of December and Elections in January.  

It is not too late to become involved. 

As I leave the President's position and take up the Past President's role, I hope to continue playing a 

meaningful and active role within our Society.   

Many thanks for your encouragement, kind words, personal efforts and your friendships during my 2 

year term as President. 

I wish you and yours a very Happy New Year .   

Historically speaking  - JA 

 

New members since October are: 

David A. Kemp  Jennifer Kemp  Chris Mallion-Moore 
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Burlington's Beginnings 

 

The last of our 6 Burlington Senior Centre sessions was held on Thursday  November 23rd.  Our 

presenters for this series were Patricia Taylor, Joan Downey and Chris Mallion-Moore.   A 

Program Satisfaction Survey was distributed to those in attendance and some of the results received to 

date follow: 

9 Strongly agreed with the overall quality of the program 

9 Would recommend this program to family/friends 

 6 Felt that the program contributed to their health, happiness, wellbeing or personal  

  development 

Suggestions and comments received: 

• Very interesting program 

• Well presented 

• Presenters were very knowledgeable 

• Historical Society well represented 

• A must for every Burlington resident 

• Program was well prepared, well presented, informative, enjoyable 

• Excellent presenters 
**** 

As previously mentioned, we were given the opportunity of speaking at the  Historical Lighting 

Society of Canada meeting on November 3rd  at the Holiday Inn Burlington.   Patricia Taylor was 

our presenter along with Joan Downey as our Technical Consultant.   It was well received by their 

members and guests.  We received a generous token of their appreciation which, for us, was our very 

first speaking honourarium!     

 

Joan Downey our volunteer Archivist and I met with the Vice Principle of Lester B. Pearson High 

School on November 29th.   As you are aware, this school will be closing at the end of June 2018 along 

with the Robert Bateman High School.  The purpose of this meeting was to determine if BHS would be 

interested in perhaps digitally capturing and preserving  photographs and other printed materials 

currently displayed in Lester B. Pearson.  Subsequent to our meeting with their Vice Principal, a separate 

subcommittee meeting will be held on December14th and our comments and suggestions will be 

presented at that time.  We hope to lay 'claim ' to some of this important High School history material. 
 

Looking forward into 2018, we already have a speaking engagement scheduled for May 14th for the  

Burlington Retired Teachers of Ontario Group.   
 

A 2018 Outreach Plan will also be developed with inputs from our Executive and the Outreach Core 

team.  This plan will help guide us with BHS Outreach activities in the new year.

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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The Hume Theatre  

by Gary Evans:  excerpts from Vanished Burlington  

   

The Crystal Theatre was located on Brant, just opposite Ontario Street, a rather small building for a 

theatre, but back then, Burlington was only a community of about 2,500 people.  Not a great base, but 

then again, the motion picture business was still very much in its infancy. 

  

(Rex) Hume had owned the Crystal for only six years when disaster struck. In the early hours of the 

morning of June 20, 1930, a policeman making his rounds discovered the fire and while the buildings on 

either side of the theatre were saved, the Crystal was so badly damaged, that the building had to be 

rebuilt. 

  

But Rex Hume was not to be deterred by the fire.  Within days he was telling a reporter from the 

Burlington Gazette that he planned to build a new theatre in Burlington, not on the old site, but down 

the street and around the corner on what was then known as Water Street. 

  

Construction of the new theatre started almost immediately, and local residents as well as motorists 

along the Toronto Highway watched in eager anticipation as the building started to take shape.  

  

The Gazette offered its readers details about not only the acoustics and colour scheme, but also noted 

that "the seats are the last word in comfort and beauty.  Individual opera chairs with cushioned seats and 

shaped back give the luxurious ease that the modern theatre-goer demands." 

  

Although small, with about 495 seats when it opened, Rex Hume was able to book many of the best 

pictures, eliminating as he said, the need "for citizens to pay extra money to go to the show in the city." 

  

Rex Hume maintained ownership of the theatre until 1944, but for a number  of years there- after 

contined to serve as manager.  About three years later the name was changed to the Roxy, before yet 

another name change in the mid 1950s to the Odeon, this after the Odeon Theatre group took over 

control of what was still then the only movie theatre in town. 

  

While the Hume-Roxy-Odeon was the only game in town for many decades, competition was on the 

horizon in the 1960s with the Burlington Mall theatres opening in 1969, followed by a succession of other 

movie houses.  When Odeon opened the Showcase Cinemas on Harvester Road in 1981, it spelled the 

end of Burlington's old movie house, which was later converted to retail use." 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos BHS 

Archives 
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Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 

 

There is SO much work going on at Freeman.  
1) the concrete was poured and levelled in the basement.  Then a thick protective and 

decorative sealer was applied.  It takes 28 days to cure.  40 tons of concrete (20 cubic 

yards) were spread 4" thick over 60 tons of crushed stone. 

2) then a crew hooked up the Station to the Region's fresh water pipes and sewer.  This was MAJOR 

trench work as the underground pipes are not easily accessible.  

3) Insulation was stuffed to the rafters so that when the HVAC system is installed it will be easier to 

keep the Station at a nice temperature.  

4) The carpenters have begun installing the hardwood floor on the main 

level. 

This wood is special because it was cut 

from local Burlington trees 50 years ago and 

has been stored awaiting a suitable use. All 

this year our carpenters have cut and 

planed the wood into useable floor planks. 

It will be installed in the same manner as was done 100 years ago. 

 

I asked if a professional florist is installing the hardwood - but was advised "no" - apparently that's not 

what florists do. Who knew?  
 

Editor’s Note:  Alan has been awarded a Burlington 150 Award.   Organized by Burlington MPP 

Eleanor McMahon, the awards honour "150 residents who embody the qualities and values that make 

our province great and who had dedicated their time and talent towards community service in 

Burlington." 

Congratulations, Alan! 

 
 

Heritage Burlington Update 
 

Heritage Burlington (HB) has been pleased to participate in developing the City of Burlington Official 

Plan. Committee members received a draft copy of the Heritage section of the plan and a workshop was 

organized to conduct an item-by-item review. There was much lively discussion and input was 

consolidated to be sent to city staff. 

As part of its detailed input, HB emphasized the importance of preserving heritage resources, recognizing 

that they include both publicly and privately owned resources. There was also a continued emphasis on 

a “carrot not stick” approach to designation.  At the same time, comments addressed the issue of 

preservation costs.  HB suggested “a toolkit of financial and non-financial options that would permit 

designation where necessary” without penalizing owners. Comments also addressed the need for 

respectful processes for archeological excavations. 

Heritage Burlington appreciated the detailed response to comments from city staff and look forward to 

the completed Official Plan. 
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A reminder to renew your BHS Membership for 2018 

if 
you haven't done so already! 

 

Thank You 
 

From the Archives   Joan Downey 
 

One of the group attending our Burlington Beginnings classes, Brian Thorpe, is a member of the Thorpe 

family who owned many farms in the Maple Avenue area.  Those farms are gone now, replaced by 

Mapleview Mall and newer homes and condos.   

Brian generously shared with us some of his cherished family photos and memories.  He is also working 

on recording the memories he has of the families who lived and farmed in the Maple Avenue area.  Thank 

you, Brian.  We value the memories of long time residents to preserve the stories of the past. 

From the Burlington Gazette, March 1915 

Chief Tufgar commenced on Monday to enforce the Hawkers’ and Peddlars’ by-law.  An organ grinder 

made his appearance on the street on Monday, and the chief demanded a fee for the push-cart and 

peddling music.  The organ grinder objected and made a hasty retreat out of town.   

In April it is recorded Chief Tufgar collected $30 in fees from transient traders.  Quite a lucrative by-

law, it seems! 

 

ORCHIDS, 2011  text & photos by Pat Taylor 

Artist: Alex Pentek 
 

Have you ever travelled eastbound on Upper Middle near Appleby Line?  

Have you seen the orchids at the railway bridge?  And thought “What a 

waste of money?”  At   least, that is what I thought – “Orchids!!!!!  What do 

they have to do with Burlington?”  Then one day, I crossed the road to read 

the plaque. 

 
 

Orchids celebrate the natural history of Burlington through the diversity 

and delicacy of these wild orchids, Dragon’s Mouth, Three Bird Orchid 

and Pink Ladies Slipper, all of which are native to the Burlington area. 

With extensive and delicate root systems that have a symbiotic 

relationship with certain types of fungus in the soil, these orchids blur 

the boundary between plant, fungus and soil symbolizing a deep and 

hidden connection with the earth. 
 

I changed my mind.  What a GREAT choice for a public art installation. 

. 



 

7 
 

 

Did you know?  Lowville Winter Games is now Love My Hood: Winter Edition 

Instead of the annual Lowville Winter Games, watch for a Love My Hood: 

Winter Edition pop-up Neighbourhood Rink party at your local outdoor 

rink. 

The City is planning to host a number of pop-up events at local neighbourhood 

rinks throughout the winter. There will be up to 18 smaller neighbourhood 

events in lieu of the Lowville Winter Games. 

So, gather the family and enjoy Burlington in the Winter. 

 

 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 
January Mystery Photo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maybe this one is a little easier to 

identify.  It’s not hidden.   

 
Photo by Pat Taylor 

November Mystery Photo 
 

This one stumped all but 1 of our 
members.  Jennifer Kemp knew it is a 
sculpture beside the Art Gallery of 
Burlington. 

 
Maybe this photo helps? 
But there’s more to this 
than you notice at first 
glance.  Check out the full 
story here - 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/  
 

Photos by Alan Harrington 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President  Jane Ann Newson 

1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 
2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 

Treasurer  Barry Saunders 
 
Past President Alan Harrington 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Archives  Joan Downey 

Webmaster Wayne Murphy 
Membership Jane Ann Newson 

Outreach  Jane Ann Newson 

Newsletter                Joan Downey 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 

Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 
                                       Torey Hunt 

50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

http://www.burlington.ca/en/your-city/Love-My-Hood.asp
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2018 

 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      NewMember       Family:$40.00     Senior: $25.00 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 
 

 

 

  

 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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Dennis Scott, Founder, Partner and Managing Director of Scott & 

Associates is our speaker for February, Black History Month.   

It is very difficult to list all Dennis’ accomplishments and awards in this 

limited space.  The following bulleted list is taken from the Directors’ 

page of the Halton Black History Awareness Society. 

Dennis Scott, Chair - Cultural Integrator 

• 7th Generation Black Canadian 

• Descendent of Slaves - Kentucky, North & South Carolina, New 

York State               Photo: Halton Black History Awareness Society 

• Multicultural - Canadian, British, French, American, Native American, Jamaican, Costa Rican 

• Business Owner, Scott & Associates Consulting 

• Cultural Integrator, Proponent on Integration/Inclusion & Collaboration 

• Former Executive Director/Board Member, Habitat for Humanity Grey Bruce 

• Former Board Member: Hamilton Media Advisory Committee 

• Former 11 year Chair, Emancipation Celebration Festival, Owen Sound 

• Former Board Member: John Holland Awards, Hamilton 

• 11 Year Chair, Grey County Black History Education Conference 

• Co-Founder Chair, International Emancipation Children’s Fund 

• Chair, Halton Black History Awareness Society (2015) 

• 2012 Recipient of the John Holland Community Service Award 

• 2011 Recipient of the Ontario Heritage Trust “Certificate of Achievement” Award 

• 2011 Recipient of the City of Owen Sound Certificate of Community Recognition 

 

You don’t want to miss this one! 

Bring a friend – admission is free 
 

Monday, 12th February 2018, at 7 pm  

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
 

In this issue – 
 

• President’s Report       2 

• Book Excerpt                   3 

• Outreach Report        4 

• Heritage Burlington       4 

• Freeman Station Update      5 

• Did you know??                  5 

• From the Archives       6 

• Mystery Photo                    7 

• Heritage Happenings           7 

• BHS Executive        7 

• Membership & Donations    8 

 

 

Our March speaker will be BHS member 

 

Mike McDonnell 
Topic – Canadians in the American Civil War 
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President’s Report   Ed Keenleyside  

  

At the outset of a new year and of a new Board of Directors of the BHS, I just want to thank the past 

Directors for their dedication to furthering the work of preserving and enhancing the history of our 

great city of Burlington.  

 I am not only your new President I am also a fairly new BHS member.  As such I feel the responsibility 

of being your President a bit daunting.  While I am new to the BHS, I am not new to the love of history.  

My university training and my years as a high school history teacher enhanced my interest in all aspects 

of history.  It has also taught me just how little I actually know and want to learn.  I have been amazed at 

the amount of knowledge each of you brings to the BHS. 

I cannot promise to be the same as my Presidential predecessors, but I can promise my support and 

interest in any projects or topics you wish to talk about.  In order to provide the high calibre of speakers 

and presentations you have been used to, I will need your input and suggestions.  If you know of a 

potential speaker that you feel might be willing to share their knowledge with the BHS, please let me 

know. 

In closing I leave you with this story of how Canada got its name.  

Long ago when our country was first settled, the early inhabitants 

realized the country needed a name, but they wanted to keep it 

short.  They started by putting all of the letters of the alphabet in a 

hat.  Three persons were selected to pull one letter each out and 

read each one out loud – the first person pulled a letter and in a loud 

voice read “C eh”; then the next person came forth and chose the 

next letter and in an equally loud voice read “N eh”; and finally, the 

third person stepped up and selected a letter from the hat and loudly 

read “D eh” … and that’s how CANADA got its name.  

 

Keep smiling - Ed 

 

 

Thank you to our January Greeters 

Liz Baldwin & Ed Keenleyside  

 

 

 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications 
Is printed in good faith and for general purposes 
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Businessmen  
  

By Dorothy Turcotte:  Excerpts from Burlington - The Growing Years 

  

Milne, Frank 
  

"For 40 years, the Milne family carried on the coal business that was started around 1867 by George 

Allen.  Fuel was only a part of Allen's enterprise.  He owned a large hardware store at the corner of 

Brant and Pine Streets.  The coal yard was behind the store at Pine and John Streets.  Later, the coal 

business passed into the hands of Phil Patriarche, then F. W. Watson, before being bought by the Milnes 

in 1928. 

  

When Frank Milne took over, there were only five employees, plus Mrs. Milne and his brother.  They 

had four trucks which brought coal from a yard near Clarkson for $10 a ton.  The coal originated in 

Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Kentucky, and was delivered to homes within a ten mile radius of 

Burlington.  Coal was also purchased by greenhouse operators, and local industries such as Canadian 

Canners. 

  

As the coal business was seasonal, in 

summer, the Milnes provided another 

seasonal service, ice delivery.  Frank Milne 

remembers that ice was cut on the Bay in 

winter, and stored in four ice houses.  One 

of these was on the beach near the present 

Joseph Brant Museum, two were on Maple 

Avenue at the end of Elgin, and one was on 

John Street near James.  The ice was sold in 

the summer to supply ice boxes in 

Burlington homes. 

  

Mr. Milne's wife, Mae Holtby, also came 

from a distinguished family.  She came from 

England with her parents in 1912.  They settled first in Winona, moving to Burlington in 1918.  Edmond 

Holtby was a farmer who became interested in local politics, and served as mayor of Burlington in 1929-

30."  
 

Newspaper photo of Mayor Edmond Holtby 

ca 1930  Burlington Gazette 
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Burlington's Beginnings at the Burlington Senior Centre  

 

We are very pleased to announce that we have been invited to return in the fall of 2018 to 

present a repeat of our Burlington Beginnings session held in 2017.  Our instructors will also be returning 

- Joan Downey, Patricia Taylor and Chris Mallion-Moore.  Peggy Armstrong has also agreed 

to be our resource in all things history in Burlington.  We appreciate this opportunity to showcase  times 

gone by in our community! 

 

Outreach activities  - 

 

As previously stated, we already have a speaking engagement scheduled for May 14th for the  

Burlington Retired Teachers of Ontario Group.   

 

Our  2018 Outreach Plan will concentrate on the completion of  oral histories at Pearl and Pine 

Retirement Residence.    

We also hope to contact other Retirement Homes in our area for the purpose of showing our Brant Inn 

video.  With this invitation comes another chance to talk about early Burlington history and hand out 

our Gazette newsletter and maybe even gain another oral history prospect from these residents. 

 

Heritage Burlington Update 
 

Retaining Heritage Values in Downtown Burlington 

As Burlington moves forward in planning the Downtown Urban Centre Area, many properties of some 

heritage value will require careful consideration. The question is, “How do we preserve Heritage?” 

Burlington, in accordance with provincial legislation, has a Muncipal Registry that includes two kinds of 

properties, both of which are found in the Downtown area. 

• Officially designated properties that cannot be demolished or have their key features changed 

• Other properties with possible designation value. These properties cannot be demolished 

without a 60-day waiting period during which the City can decide if it wishes to designate and 

thus protect 

Many properties in the latter category need to be reviewed to determine whether they require action 

or protection.  Heritage Burlington is refining its evaluation instrument and will be moving forward to 

make a thorough and objective review. Then, as plans for re-development come forward, Heritage 

Burlington will be prepared to offer advice on heritage elements that should be respected as the 

Downtown planning moves forward. 

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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As restoration of the 1906 structure continues, our plans include building a 1/24 scale model of 

Burlington in the early 1900's  and to permanently locate it in the basement of the building 

Work has already begun on crafting the models which include rolling stock. 

 

On Saturday February 3 - 2018 The Burlington Library, New Street branch, is holding a “Reading” 

Railroad day.    

 

The Library and Friends of Freeman Station are teaming up to promote reading literacy and model 
railway fun combining “story times” with model trains and age-specific special activities. 

10:30 – 11:30 – “Adventures on the Island of 

Sodor” will feature an operating Thomas the 

Tank Engine with Annie and Clarabelle along 

with exciting stories about Thomas and friends 

for preschoolers. 

2:00 – 3:30 – “Burlington in the Golden Age of 

Steam” offers a nostalgic look at our 

grandparents’ life around the Freeman Station. 

  

(All ages.) 

There is no cost to attend, but donations 

toward construction of the model railway 

diorama will be gratefully appreciated. 
      

Photo Alan  Harrington 
 

Did you know?? 

About the King Road Clay Pits?  This photo popped up in 

the Filman Collection the other day with just the title, no 

explanation.  If you have any more information, please 

email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

 

 

 

Doesn’t look much like Burlington does it? 

Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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From the Archives   Joan Downey 
 

The following article appeared in the October 29th, 1873 issue of the Burlington Gazette.  

Thanks to Scott Forsythe for forwarding a copy to us.    Imagine, in today’s marketplace, 

the value of this property. 

FOR SALE at Wellington Square - 475 Acres of Land together with that magnificent 

residence known as the Andrew Chisholm or Swinyard Place 

Fronting on Lake Ontario, within one minute’s walk of the Post-office, Telegraph offices, 

wharf and business part of the village. 

The house has been thoroughly remodeled through out and is commodious, comfortable 

and complete in all its arrangements, with over an acre and a half of ground nicely laid out 

in lawns, full of ornamental and fruit trees, vegetable and fruit gardens.  Driving House, 

Stables &c, &c, all in first class order. 

THE FARM contains 475 acres of really choice land, very beautifully situated, fronting on 

Lake Ontario, opposite Burlington Canal and at the junction of Burlington Beach with the 

main land, (a part of the Brant farm).  It is immediately at the proposed terminus of the 

Hamilton and Northwestern Railway, and where is all probability the Wellington Square 

station of this road will be built. 

The property will be sold en bloc or in one or more forms to suit purchasers.  The land is in a high state of 

cultivation: well farmed and nicely watered with several spring creeks running through the farm.   

There are: TWO MAMMOTH BARNS with STONE BASEMENTS UNDERDRAINED and arranged 

with stables for horses, cattle, &c, and two small cottages for workmen.  A large young orchard containing about 

two thousand Apple, sixteen hundred Pear, and several hundred Peach, Plum and Cherry trees of the choicest 

varieties, some of which are already in bearing, and the orchard of itself will shortly be a large source of revenue 

to the purchaser.  Also, 

100 ACRES OF LAND IN EAST FLAMBORO about three miles from Wellington Square, with about 40 

acres cleared and fruitful, 20 acres of which is planted with choice varieties of fruit trees. 

TERMS –one third cash, and balance in six to ten yearly payments, with interest as may be agreed upon at time 

of sale.     BENJ. HAGER 

 

*** 

 

With Spring on the way (we hope), Archives volunteer and BHS Secretary,  

Pat Taylor is street walking again.  Having photographed just about every 

heritage home in Burlington, Pat is using her camera for a new project – 

recording Burlington’s Art in Public Places.  If you see Pat out and about with 

her camera, say HI.   
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Heritage Happenings in February 
Burlington Heritage Month – Launch, February 1, 2018 at St. Luke’s Church Hall, Ontario Street 

 

Reading Railroad Day – February 3, 2018 at Burlington Public Library, Central 

Branch, New Street  

Go to www.bpl.on.ca for details of these events. 

 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 
 

February Mystery Photo 

This is another example of public art – out in 

the open for all to see.  For this one you may 

have to look up a bit. 

 
Photo by Pat Taylor 

 

January Mystery Photo 

 

There it is – right on the 

west façade of the 
Lakeshore Coffee 

House at 2007 

Lakeshore Road. 
 

At one time this 

building was home to 

the Hume Theatre (see 

January 2018 Gazette).   

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/  
 

Photo by Pat Taylor 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 

President  Ed Keenleyside 

1st Vice President Vacant 

2nd Vice President Mike McDonnell 

Secretary  Pat Taylor 

Treasurer  Alan  Harrington 

 

Past President Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 

Archives  Joan Downey 

Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 

Outreach  Jane Ann Newson 

Newsletter                Joan Downey 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 

Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

                                       Torey Hunt 

50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

http://www.bpl.on.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/
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The Burlington Historical Society   
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2018 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 
TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 
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Our speaker for March is BHS member Mike McDonnell.        

Mike was born and raised in Burlington but has lived in Norfolk 

County most of his life.  He has lived in Waterford since 2007.   

His interest in the America Civil War goes back to the age of 10 or 

11 when he read an article in National Geographic magazine about 

the Battle of Gettysburg.  Mike was hooked.  He still has that same 

magazine.   

The presentation Fighting for the Cause: Canadians in the 

American Civil War provides an overview of why Canadians became involved in that war.   

The war experiences of several people are examined, illustrating various ways in which 

Canadians were involved.  Some of those people will be familiar to students of the war.  

Although others are more obscure, the battles in which they participated are legendary. 

In addition to being a member of the executive of BHS, Mike is a member of the 

Waterford and Townsend Historical Society, the Toronto Civil War Round Table and 

The Friends of Gettysburg, a group dedicated to preserving the battlefield.  He has done 

volunteer work with the National Park Service in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

 

  Join us to hear Mike McDonnell 

 

Monday, 12th March 2018, at 7 pm 

Centennial Hall, Burlington Public Library, 

Central Branch 

Bring a friend for coffee, cookies and 

conversation 

In this issue – 
 

• President’s Report       2 

• Outreach Report                3 

• Freeman Station Update      4 

• Did you know??                  4 

• From the Archives   5- 6 

• Membership Table               7 

• Mystery Photo                    7 

• Heritage Happenings           7 

• BHS Executive        7 

• Membership & Donations    8 

 

April speaker and topic  - TBA 
 

9th April 2018 at 7 pm 

Centennial Hall, Burlington Public 

Library, Central Branch 
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President’s  Two Cents Worth  Ed Keenleyside  

  

Q. How many Canadians does it take to change a light bulb? 

A. None, we don’t change light bulbs.  We accept them the way they are. 

With March just around the corner, spring can’t be far off.  I’m sure I’m not the 

only one who will welcome warmer weather and no snow. 

I would like to take a moment to ask for your help.  Each month we try to have 

dynamic and interesting speakers – after all that is why we asked our own Mike McDonnell 

to be our orator on March 12th.  With the wide and varied backgrounds of our members 

I am sure that you know of individuals who might be persuaded to make a presentation 

at one of our regular meetings.  Why not approach your friends and ask if they would like 

an opportunity to be an upcoming speaker?  If you know of someone, please pass on their 

name and contact info to Alan Harrington or Tom Bochsler in person or by email to 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca . 

Starting in about 2014 there have been a variety of military anniversaries related to 

events of WW1 or WW2.  This trend will continue this Nov. 11, 2018 when we mark 

the 100th anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that ended WW1.  Next year will be 

the 100th anniversary of the ill-fated Versailles Treaty.  Then there will probably be no 

significant anniversaries until 2022.  On April 10, 1922 Canada’s Governor General came 

to Burlington and unveiled our WW1 Cenotaph.  In September of that same year, 

Burlington District High School became the first high school in Burlington.  That school 

ushered in a new emphasis on the importance of education beyond grade 8.  In spite of 

the significance of that new school, a second high school – Nelson – wasn’t opened until 

1957, but that seemed to open the flood-gates for seven more high schools to open from 

1962 to 2014.  

If you have any ideas about how Burlington might 

celebrate 2022 please write them down and pass them 

on to me.  I am in the very early stages of trying to drum 

up support for some type of recognition for the 

centennial of the Cenotaph and Burlington Central High 

School in 2022. 

I look forward and welcome any information about Burlington’s history that you 

would like to share.     Ed

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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On a very snowy and cold wintery Saturday, February 10th, two of our 

intrepid BHS Members Alan Harrington and Torey Hunt conducted a 

Historic Downtown Burlington Tour at 10:00am.   Twenty-five folks braved the -4 

C elements and to all accounts, enjoyed learning about a few of our Burlington historical 

hot spots. 

The tour started off from the Tourism Office on Locus 

Street and then proceeded  along Ontario Street  

making stops at the Braithwaite house,  St. Luke's 

Anglican Church,  Saint-Philippe Church on Locust and 

ended up at Knox 

Presbyterian Church 

on Elizabeth for hot 

chocolate and more history about how the Church 

has grown from 1845 when Martha and Andrew 

Gage donated the land. Particular attention was paid 

to the stained glass windows which were a gift from 

John Waldie and were manufactured in Scotland and 

shipped to Canada in barrels of molasses .        Photos Alan Harrington / Torey Hunt 

Thank you Alan and Torey for taking the time to share your Burlington history 

knowledge of our downtown area as part of February Heritage Month. 

 

On Saturday  February 17th in the Centennial Room at the central library, BHS held 

a Brant Inn Day with two Brant Inn documentary sessions.   A total of 40 interested 

people attended and enjoyed the showing of our Brant Inn video and the colourful display 

of our Brant Inn memorabilia along with our "Brant Inn" snacks!  Many thanks to Joan 

Downey and Patricia Taylor for arranging these two classes and acting as our BHS 

spokespersons for  the day! 

We hope that you had the opportunity of attending 

some of the many other February Heritage Month 

activities listed on the calendar especially produced by 

the Heritage Committee.  Joan Downey is our BHS 

representative on this committee.   JA 

Photo Pat Taylor

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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Freeman Station is having a Fundraising Drive to enable final stages of restoration. 

 
Everyone watching home renovation shows know it's those last few pieces where 

the money goes.  Our normal fundraising will pay for our hard wood flooring, heating & 

cooling, washrooms, and emergency exits; but bringing basic water service to the Station 

turned out to be a more complicated and costly challenge than anticipated.  In January 

2018, the city acknowledged this additional expense and have agreed to aid us by 

matching dollar-for-dollar up to the first $50,000 raised in 2018. 

The Friends of Freeman Station are a not-for-profit charity and all donations go to 

the refurbishment of the Station.   

Here's one way our readers can help.  For a $100 donation, the 

donor will receive a $100 charitable tax receipt and certificate, their 

name will be added to the permanent Whinstone Wall, and the Station 

is granted a matching $100 from the City.  Details 

@ www.freemanstation.ca  

 

Friends of Freeman Station and the Burlington Public Library held 

a Reading Railway event at Central Library in early February.  The 

attendance for the event was 200+.  Here a young railway fan 

enjoys playing with Thomas the Tank. 

Photo courtesy Alan Harrington 

 

 

A very warm welcome to our newest member 

Niky Melichar 

 

Did you know?? 

It took 18 months to remove pins, clips and staples (260 kg of metal) as well as adhesive 

to get 640,000 files of the Canadian Expeditionary Force ready for digitization.  That’s 500 

pounds of metal.    What did they do with it?  They gave the pins to artist 

Sarah Hatton and she made art - charts of the stars as they were on the 

final days of several major WW I battles.  Click here to see the article 

http://sarahhattonartist.com/portfolio_page/vimy/  

Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 

http://www.freemanstation.ca/
http://sarahhattonartist.com/portfolio_page/vimy/
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From the Archives   Joan Downey 

 

The Burlington Gazette – Burlington’s Newspaper (1899 - 1986) 

In these pages we often reprint articles and photos from The Burlington Gazette.  This 

newspaper is a priceless source of historical information on Burlington.   

The original newspapers are gone, probably destroyed when they were microfilmed.  For 

years, the one existing copy of the microfilm existed at Central Library.   In 1996, 

concerned about preserving this valuable resource, BHS arranged to have a duplicate 

microfilm copy made.  That copy was donated to the Mills Memorial Library of McMaster 

University.    The original microfilm is still at Central Library.  For protection against loss, 

the films are kept in a locked cabinet with restricted access. 

But, when unlocked, what wonderful stories they tell!  

 

Elgin Alexander Harris, 1876-1975   

Elgin Harris, editor from 1899 until 1956 was born in 

Caledonia in 1876.  In 1899, at the age of 23, he purchased 

the equipment and subscriber list of a failed newspaper for 

$1500 and The Burlington Gazette was in publication.  For 

almost 60 years, he saw and reported on life in the growing 

village and later, town of Burlington.    

 

 

From the Harris family bible 

 

Elgin married Alexandrina Mortimer in 1901 and they had 2 children - George Richard 

Harris (1903-1978) and, Marjorie Alexandrina Harris (1906-1988).   In 1905 a house was 

built for the family at 513 Locust Street.  Today that house still stands and is the location 

of A Different Drummer Books.  

 
From the Harris family bible 

 

 

In addition to running the newspaper, Elgin was very active in community life.  He was a 

Burlington Reeve in 1901 & 1922 and mayor in 1923 & 1924.  He was also a Warden of 

Halton County, a member of the Water Commission and the School Board. 
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When Elgin retired, his son, George took over as Editor of the Burlington 

Gazette for a short time.  Following in his father’s footsteps, George was 

also very active in the community. An article in the Burlington Gazette, ca 

1930 states that George was elected Reeve that year. A total of 710 votes 

were recorded which was "one of the largest votes in recent years".   

George served as the 14th mayor of Burlington from 1936 – 1939.  

According to an article in the Burlington Gazette dated March 1966, 

George was a Justice of the Peace at that time,  

 

In 1980, Elgin’s daughter, Marjorie spoke at a BHS meeting and 

shared some historical antecdotes from early newspaper articles.  

She was in the process of writing a book based on  her father’s 

records.  Unfortunately, she never finished it.  However, the 

unfinished manuscript was donated to the Burlington Historical  

Society Archives and in the next few months excerpts from the 

manuscript will be shared in these pages. 

 

The following article appeared in the March 2nd, 1899 edition 

of the newspaper: 

“Our “hero” of the watering cart had a very narrow escape from 

electrocution one day last week.  Harry unfortunately touched one 

of the bare parts of the conductor in the switch box and for a while 

things were lively on the corner.  A prettier piece of highland dancing 

could not be imaged.” 

 

It isn’t just the articles which we find 

interesting – the advertising opens a 

window on a different time.   

      

        
12 April 1922    27 Aug 1930 

    

The Burlington Gazette ceased publication in 1986 – just 3 years short of a 

century of reporting Burlington happenings. 
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From the Membership Table  Jane Ann Newson 
 

Please note that you can renew or join The Burlington Historical Society personally 

at any of our General Meetings or by completing  a Membership Form which can be 

found on the back page of our Gazette newsletter and mailing it along with your 

cheque to our address shown on the bottom left of this form. 

Membership services are available before and after each General Meeting.  Membership questions will 

be answered promptly either at a General Meeting or by emailing info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and 

entering MEMBERSHIP in the subject line. 

 

 

 
BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes 

Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 
 

March Mystery Photo 

 

No – it’s not a grave marker for the Waldie 

family. 

 

 

 
Photo by  

Alan Harrington 

 

February Mystery Photo 

 

Anne Wingfield knew that this mural is on the south 

façade of Fairhome Interiors at 468 Brant Street.  The 

artist is Tom Sachade.   
 

 

 

Photo by Pat Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President  Ed Keenleyside 
1st Vice President Vacant 

2nd Vice President Mike McDonnell 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer  Alan  Harrington 

 

Past President Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter                Joan Downey 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

                                       Torey Hunt 
50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2018 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

        ⃝      New Member       ⃝    Renewal                      
 
      ⃝      Adult: $30.00      ⃝     Family: $40.00     ⃝     Senior: $25.00 
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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Bill Freeman, our April speaker, is a writer of nineteen books 

on different aspects of Canadian life. He writes about political and 

urban issues and is well known as an author of historical fiction for 

young people. His book Shantymen of Cache Lake, won the Canada 

Council Award for Juvenile Literature. He was the script-writer for 

the popular Mighty Machines; television series for children. Two of 

his recent books won awards from Heritage Toronto. 
 

Bill holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from McMaster University, and is a 

past chair of the Writers' Union of Canada. 

He lives on Toronto Island. 
 

His two recent non-fiction books, The New Urban Agenda: the 

Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area, and Democracy Rising: Politics and 

Participation in Canada, were published by Dundurn Press.  
 

Bill's talk on April 9th will focus on strengthening our democracy 

in Canada through citizen participation.  
 

Many of his books, are available at A Different Drummer in 

Burlington. The bookstore will have a book table at the talk. 
 

  Join us to hear Bill Freeman 

 

Monday, 9th April 2018, at 7 pm 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

 

Bring a friend for coffee, cookies and 

conversation.  We’ll see you there! 

In this issue – 
 

• President’s Report        2 

• Outreach Report                 3 

• Membership                        3 

• Freeman Station Update       4 

• Historic Snippet                   4 

• Heritage Burlington Update  5 

• From the Archives               6 

• Mystery Photo                     7 

• Heritage Happenings            7 

• BHS Executive         7 

• Membership & Donations     8 

 

Coming  next month 

BHS member Ron Danielsen – The Freeman 

Station Chronicles 
 

14th May 2018 at 7 pm 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
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Social media does have a downside. Awhile ago I went to my doctor, asking if he could 

help me with my addiction to Twitter. My doctor replied, “Sorry, I don’t follow you.” 

On a more serious note… I was asked recently about a small empty church on Cedar 

Springs Rd. called Bethel Chapel.  I am 

sure that BHS members know this church 

and its history, but just in case someone 

is on my level of understanding, I checked 

out this remote part of our local history 

and I was surprised by what I learned. 

Bethel Chapel was built in 1853 by the 

Canadian Wesleyan Methodist New 

Connexion Church. Only one service a 

year is held in this beautiful church.  In recent years it seems all too common to hear of 

churches being sold, demolished, repurposed, or just lying dormant.  In spite of the 

apparent inactivity of this church, it has not been allowed to deteriorate.  In fact, it looks 

as active as it was when it was built.  Even the cemetery is still receiving burials.  What 

keeps this church in such good shape? 

The exact description of its location is “Lot 5, Concession 1, New Survey, Nelson 

Township.” This small corner of land was sold by John Prudham for the tidy sum of 3￡ 

15 shillings. During the summer of 1853, William Bousfield provided the lumber for a 

simple frames structure so that Methodists in the area would have a place to worship.  

But services were curtailed in 1874, when the Wesleyan Methodists groups joined 

together to form the Methodist Church of Canada. It was decided to close Bethel Chapel 

in favour of churches closer to Lowville and Carlisle. 

Bethel Chapel was all but forgotten for the next 60 years. By about 1935 Charles 

Prudham, grandson of John, along with others in the area decided to preserve the chapel.  

It was cleaned up, painted and a fence installed around the cemetery, all under the 

supervision of the newly elected Board of Trustees, made up of Charles Prudham, Elmer 

Foster, A. J. Harris, George Coverdale and William Vollick – some of you may know Bill 

Vollick as one of many Friends of Freeman Station and David Vollick, Burlington’s Town 

Cryer – both are distant relations of the Vollicks buried in the Bethel Chapel cemetery. 

Ed 

President’s  Five Cents Worth  Ed Keenleyside  
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Our Outreach Goals are: 

• to increase community visibility 

• to share our knowledge / resources with our community 

• to enhance the membership experience 

• to serve as another source of revenue  

All these objectives will be included as we complete our 2018 Outreach Plan and move 

forward.  

In April, we hope to resume the outstanding Pearl and Pine Oral History 

interviews with the residents who indicated an interest in assisting Tom 

Bochsler and Jack Segaert with this important 'capturing the past' 

project. 

Our next Outreach activity will be held on May 8th.  We have been 

asked to speak to the Burlington Branch of the Retired Women 

Teachers of Ontario on the topic of Burlington Agriculture.  Joan 

Downey and Patricia Taylor will be our presenters and BHS 

representatives at this function. 

Many thanks go out to the members of the Outreach Team for their willingness to serve 

in this regard!  

JA 

Membership Table   Jane Ann Newson 

 

A gentle reminder :  Membership services are available before 

and after each General Meeting.  Membership questions will be 

answered promptly either at a General Meeting or by emailing 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and entering MEMBERSHIP in the 

subject line.   

I cordially invite you bring along a friend to our April 9th General Meeting where they  

will receive a warm welcome.  

Please note:  The Membership Table will not be available for the May General Meeting. 

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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Studs and drywall for the basement walls are currently being installed by 

a group of students from MM Robinson High School in 

Burlington. This hands-on project under school supervision provides an 

excellent opportunity for the youth to acquire useful trade skills. 

 

Our fundraising campaign 

is well under way. Since 

Jan 1st, 2018, over 

$20,000 has been donated – and, as 

agreed in council, what is raised will be 

matched one-to-one by the city. 
          

It’s easy to donate.  Just go to the website 

www.freemanstation.ca.  Go to the 

Donors page and follow the prompts.  

Or, put a cheque in the mail to: 

Friends of Freeman Station,  

PO Box 91536, Roseland Plaza,  

Burlington, On L7R 4L6    Photo Alan Harrington 

 

*** 

From the file of Miss Applegarth – reminiscenses from the year 1806 
Submitted by Russ Woodley 
 

Miss Applegarth was the daughter of John Applegarth, miller at Bullocks Corners, then 

called Grindstone Creek.  Miss Applegarth was well acquainted with the Brant Family and 

recalls a visit of the Brant girls to the mill.  The following is an account of their visit to the 

mill. 

“The Brant girls approached the mill on 

horseback leading a horse with a bag of wheat 

thrown across the horse’s back; remained at 

the mill until the flour was manufactured from 

it and the bag of flour was laid across the 

horse’s back and the ladies returned the way 

they came.  The distance was about two or 

three miles, but there was no road at the time.  

Betsy wore short skirts, always, and a hat, never 

a bonnet, because she said a bonnet was not 

becoming to her.  She was always very friendly.”   Photo of “Old Mill, Aldershot” ca 1905  BHS Archives

Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 

http://www.freemanstation.ca/
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 Valuing Heritage in Downtown Development 

 

At a recent meeting, Heritage Burlington (HB) examined heritage implications of a 

developer’s application to amend the City’s Official Plan and Zoning By-law to allow a 24-

storey building on the block bounded by Brant St., James St., John St. and the City parking 

lot. 

This site has two properties currently listed on the Burlington Register: Kelly’s Bake Shop 

facing Brant St. and Albert L. Schmid, Jeweller ,Watch & Clockmaker  facing John St.  The 

developers have proposed incorporating the facades of both businesses at street level of 

the new development. With respect to both buildings, they state, “Preservation of the 

buildings’ significant attributes in the new development represents a reasonable retention 

of an historical component of downtown Burlington which will enrich the context of the 

community.”   

While HB appreciates this willingness to retain registered properties, the committee 

asked some probing questions. How would the old buildings be given significance in the 

new design and avoid being overwhelmed?  Is the proposed placement of the two buildings 

the most appropriate or could a better choice be made?  Would design of the new 

commercial space at street level be in harmony with the buildings being preserved? Could 

the registered properties be part of a re-designed southern perimeter, facing the planned  

public square? How would this development fit with a comprehensive vision for heritage 

in Burlington’s downtown?  

HB will submit comments to the Burlington planner in charge of the file. The lively 

discussion also prompted HB to establish a sub-committee to articulate HB’s vision of the 

downtown landscape and criteria for development within the downtown area. 

 

Editor’s note:  401 Brant Street was built in 1872 for Absalom Bell Cline.  Over 

the years it has housed a confectionary, a jeweller and from the 1980s – 

Tumblehome.  Today it is home to Kelly’s Bake Shop.  

 

Albert L. Schmid Jewellers is at 444 John Street which may have 

been built circa 1916 for Edward Dickenson. In 1923 it was in use as an ice house for 

Dickenson's dairy and ice-cream parlour. 

The buildings are attached at the back. 

Photos:  BHS Archives 
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From the Archives   Joan Downey 

 

Burlington  Gazette, 10 July 1929 

The Old Age Pension Requirements 

The requirements and many of the points in connection the the Old Age 

Pension scheme, which are now announced are very enlightening.  In brief, the pension is 

granted only to British subjects over seventy years of age, who have resided in Canada 

for twenty years, and in Ontario for five years and are in receipt of an income of less than 

$365 a year.  The maximum pention is $240 yearly, which shall be subject to reduction 

by the amount of the income of the pensioner in excess of $125 a year. 

Where a man and wife can both qualify, each is entitled to a pension.  There are numerous 

other provisions which directly affect the application for a pension.  For instance, under 

the Ontario Parents Maintenance Act, a son or daughter having sufficient means is bound 

to provide maintenance of a dependent parent.  The Old Age Pension Act will not relieve 

a son or daughter of this obligation. 

Where a pensioner is the owner of an interest in a dwelling house in which he resided, 

and the Old Age Pensions Commission of Ontario accepts a transfer to it of such interest, 

the pension is not subject to any reduction in respect thereof, but the Commission, on 

the death of a pensioner or upon his ceasing to occupy such dwelling may sell such interest 

and retain out of the proceeds the amount of all payments made to the pensioner in 

excess of the amount he would have received if such interest had not been transferred to 

the Commission.  Numerous other requirements are added which make the Act very 

broad in its scope and strict in its application.  

Burlington Gazette, 17 July 1929 

The Old Age Pension Board of Halton County met at the court house the other day for 

organization.  W.H. Morden, Reeve of Trafalgar, was elected chairman, and Reeve Blain 

of Milton, secretary.  The board is now in a position to receive and consider applications.  

Pensions will begin November 1st, 1929. 

*** 

The Archives has received a number of donations of photos and documents in the 

past few months.  Among the donations is a group of 380 (that’s right – 380) postcards, 

sent by family and friends to the Fisher family at Shady Cottage in Burlington.  When we 

have a chance to sort and index them, the collection will be shared at a General 

Meeting.  Thank you to all our donors for your generosity! 
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Heritage Happenings in March 
 

Museums of Burlington:  A Toast to History Speaker Series presents Dorothy 

Kew, local historian (and a BHS Member).   

Topic: Building and Preserving Your Family Tree - at Ireland House Museum, April 12, 2018, 6:30 – 8 

pm 

Click here to purchase your ticket:  https://speaker-series-april-12.brownpapertickets.com/  

 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes 

Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 
 

April Mystery Photo 
         

 Photo by Pat Taylor 

 

Waves?  In Burlington?  Anyone know what 

and where this is?   
 

 

March Mystery Photo 

 

We had 3 members who knew what this is:  Mike 

McDonnell, Jennifer Kemp and Bryce Lee.   
 

This is indeed a Whistle 

Post, located on the 

southeast corner of Brock 

and Elgin Streets.  

When the train reached 

this point they would have 

to sound the whistle (two 

long, one short, one long –    Photo Alan Harrington 

the last being held as the train crossed Lakeshore 

Road.  

 

To read more information supplied by Bryce Lee, click  

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/ and 

follow the links.   
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BHS member, Ron Danielsen, president of Friends of Freeman Station is our guest 

speaker for May.  Ron was born in Hamilton and grew up in Burlington at his parent’s 

agricultural business, Davidson Nurseries in the Maple Avenue 

market gardening area. He graduated from Burlington High 

School and from McMaster University with a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Civil Engineering, and a Master’s Degree in 

Structural Engineering. 

 

Ron will share with us the “Railway Heritage of Burlington, 

and Freeman Station”, focusing on the history of railways in 

Burlington, their influence on the town, with emphasis on 

Freeman Station, its relocation and restoration.   
 

AND, we are having another Love My Hood celebration to kick off the summer season!  

Don’t miss it – there might be cake!   Railways + cake – now that’s a combination hard to 

beat. 
 

Join Ron Danielsen and us on  

Monday, May 14th, 2018 at 7 pm  

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
 

  

In this issue –  

 

• President’s Report        2 

• Outreach Report          3 

• Membership Table         3 

• Saddlebag Preachers      4, 

5 & 6 

• Heritage Burlington       6 

• From the Archives        7 

• Mystery Photo              7 

• BHS Executive              7 

• BHS Membership          8 

     

 

                

Summer!  Enjoy! 

 

 
 

NOTE: There are no meetings 

in June, July & August 

 

We look forward to seeing you in September -  

Monday, Sept. 17, 2018, 7 pm  

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
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This month’s message is a bit different.  Instead of starting with a bit of humour and 

continuing with a tid-bit of history, I would like to make an appeal on behalf of a historical 

researcher in Holland.  We all are quite aware that Apledoorn,  

Holland is one of three twin cities that Burlington collaborates with - the other two being 

Itabashi, Japan and Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, USA.     

 

Apledoorn is the only one of the three cities that has a military tie with Burlington.  It was 

during Operation Market Garden near the end of WW2, that men from Burlington helped 

to liberate that beleaguered country and save many thousands from starvation or 

slaughter at the hands of a desperate enemy.  Canadian infantry fought their way through 

the Falais Gap to open the port of Antwerp, Belgium, before continuing into Holland.  One 

of those soldiers was Jack Howarth.  Luckily he survived, and despite his injuries he 

returned to Burlington to marry and raise a family.  He also was an active member of 

the  Burlington Legion and later became its President.  But this message is not about him. 

 

Colin Homer (Tim) Smith, was born in 

Burlington and was an energetic student at 

Burlington’s first high school - Burlington 

District High School, now known as Burlington 

Central.  He was also an active member of St. 

Luke’s Anglican Church.  He graduated when 

WW2 was just beginning and seized an 

opportunity to join Canada’s relatively new Air 

Force and trained as a pilot.  He excelled at his 

chosen profession and was selected to fly a 

solo fighter aircraft.  It was during one of his 

many sorties that he was shot down over Holland.  Photo – Runnymede Memorial, UK 

 

Kees Stoutjesdijk, a Dutch WW2 researcher is trying to put together Tim’s story and he 

needs our help to locate any descendants of Tim’s family.  Tim’s parents are buried in St. 

Luke’s Cemetery, and Tim is remembered on that tombstone as well, even though he is 

not buried there.  Dorothy Kew, a BHS member, and a researcher for the St. Luke’s 

newsletter is trying to help and has reached out to us in hopes of tracking down a Smith 

relative.  If you can help in any way please let me know and I will pass on your information.   

My email address is ekeenleyside@gmail.com 

Thank you,  Ed 

President’s  Five Cents Worth  Ed Keenleyside  

mailto:ekeenleyside@gmail.com
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We are looking for additional volunteers to join our Outreach Team!  

Are you able to help us? 

Once again our Outreach Goals are: 

• to increase community visibility 

• to share our knowledge / resources with our community 

• to enhance the membership experience 

• to serve as another source of revenue  
 

It is very important that we continue to 'reach out' to our community and share who 

we are and what we do.  This is the basis of our Constitution. 

If you can spare an Outreach meeting a month and have good ideas on how to 

accomplish our goals, may I invite you to contact me at:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

and enter OUTREACH in your Subject Line. 

I will respond quickly and am available to answer any questions you may have re this 

important volunteer effort within our Society.  I would also be pleased to talk with you 

at any of our General Meetings. 

Thank you,  Jane Ann Newson, Outreach Chair 

Membership Table   Jane Ann Newson 

 

Please note:  The Membership Table services will not be 

available at the May 14th General Meeting. 

Membership questions will be answered promptly either at a: 

• General Meeting or  

• by emailing 

    info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and entering MEMBERSHIP in the Subject Line 

    Membership services are available before and after each of our General Meetings. 

 

 

      Enjoying the summer  BHS Archives

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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SADDLEBAG PREACHERS 

Adapted from an article by Philip Thatcher by Pat Taylor 

 

All life was a great adventure in Halton County 200 years ago.  It was rough.  It was 

tough.  It was rugged.  It was dirty.  It was dangerous.  It was deadly.  But it was the only 

life for that gallant band of saddlebag preachers who were constantly on the move in 

remote regions of Upper Canada such as, yes, Oakville, Burlington and Milton.  As 

Methodism spread to Upper Canada, there were two distinct organizations backing the 

preachers, the Wesleyan Methodists from Britain and the Episcopal Methodists from the 

United States.  Each organization had its own network of preachers and territories. 

Homesteaders, who were carving a settlement out of the wilderness in the 1800s, 

worked hard and had little to show for it.  But at least they had a roof over their heads.  

Saddlebag preachers has less: a horse, a saddle, a Bible, the clothes on their backs and 

whatever else they could fit into those small saddlebags.  They had no home.  Not even a 

rented room.  They depended for their very existence on the generosity of others, who 

had little to offer at the best of times. 
 

Not only did they bring an air of security to pioneers who 

despaired of ever overcoming nature, but they brought 

encouragement and hope with the message that they gave to the 

settlers.  In their devotion, many died or never fully recovered 

from the punishment their bodies took on the circuit. 

Circuit riders were young – they had to be to stand the 

rigors of their calling – and many preachers also had trades, which 

could come in useful as they travelled around.  Training as a blacksmith or saddler was 

useful for the rider’s own travelling and a skill at carpentry could leave a lasting impression 

on communities where a preacher was given the opportunity to lend a hand in need.  No 

one was more welcome than the preacher who not only gave the settler religious 

consolation, but the latest news from the outside world. 

Describing the life of a typical saddlebag preacher, Dr. Anson Green, one of the 

pioneer riders wrote: “I had no place which I called home; and yet I found a home 

wherever night overtook me.  My saddle was my study, my saddlebags my wardrobe, and 

my Bible and hymn book my select library.”  To explain the comment about his saddle 

being his study, Green would, like other preachers read his bible and prepare his sermons 

while riding from one appointment to another.  There was no other time available.   At  
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one time, there were 27 “appointments” for each 

preacher to cover every four weeks in their assigned 

area.  

The Rev. William Case, first saddlebag 

preacher to ride the Ancaster Circuit, which included 

Oakville and Burlington, gives this graphic account of 

his adventures in crossing the 12 Mile Creek, now 

known as Bronte Creek (on the trail that became Dundas 

Street).    

 “At length I came to the high banks of the 12 mile creek (sic), which with great 

difficulty passed.  Being very steep and slippery, for some time I could not get my horse 

to go down, sometimes on his feet and sometimes on his belly, for 50 feet at length we 

landed at the bottom, with some hurt in one of his legs.  Then passing along the valley 

came to a creek where attempting to cross mired down, but I jumped from him and made 

my escape, when after some struggle was followed by my horse.  Here Satan strove hard 

against me, tempting me to impatience and call in question why God should require such 

fatigues.  But on commending my care to God on my knees I found relief.   

Now, how to rise the hill I hardly knew, for the clay was 

so slippery my horse could not stand in many places.  (This hill 

was more than 150 feet high.)  Neither could I myself, only by 

(grabbing hold of) the trees and bushes.  However after great 

toil we ascended.  Sometimes all his feet would slide from 

under him and only find safety by landing against a tree.  Then 

trembling would again attempt to recover and again would fall, 

but patient and faithful he continued his exertion till we gained 

the top of the hill.  Then through a muddy way through a snow 

storm passed on several miles till at length I came to my 

appointment, wet and weary.” 

Another preacher, Mr. Summersides wrote in 1832: “The last 13 days I have 

preached 16 times, led 2 classes, ridden 50 miles and walked 70.  The cold has been very 

severe.  At nights everything around us has been frozen, and the white rime and frost 

have lain very thick upon the beds in the morning.” 

No matter how bad the weather, preachers frequently chose the outdoors as their 

(night’s) resting place rather than face the night-long attacks by fleas, bed bugs and a myriad 

of other insects.  In the harsh winters, the bed bugs ate well. 
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The Rev. Franklin Metcalfe and the Rev. 

Samuel Belton were the circuit 

preachers when the first meeting of the 

Nelson circuit of the Wesleyan 

Methodists was held in the Nelson 

Chapel on Dundas Street.  Eventually 

more chapels were built and slowly the 

Saddlebag Preacher disappeared.  

      
    Photo BHS Archives 

           

**** 

 

Recognizing Heritage in Downtown Burlington 

At its recent meeting, Heritage Burlington (HB) asked its 

Design Vision Task Force to examine downtown Burlington, an area corresponding to 

what has been called the Downtown Mobility Hub. The purpose of this analysis is to 

identify buildings and small areas that have heritage character and need to be considered 

for special attention as the city undertakes significant redevelopment. 

The city’s heritage planner provided a map of the downtown, colour-coded to 

identify different classes of buildings. Using this tool, HB can readily focus not only on 

buildings on the Register, but also on other structures identified as worthy on earlier 

inventories.  

Committee discussion raised many relevant issues. For example, the term 

‘blockscape’ emerged as an term for a small area with attractive character worth valuing. 

Members also noted that provincial requirements for density might conflict with retention 

of downtown heritage features; thus it would be important to identify these features 

before rather than after development proposals were in the advanced stages.  

 Heritage Burlington has a sense of urgency about this work. There are no second 

chances if heritage is not protected. 

 

NOTE:  Freeman Station Update will return 
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From the Burlington Gazette, 17 April 1912 

Mr. Ed. Dickenson has installed an up-to-date hygiene soda water fountain and counter, 

which will enable him to cater to his patrons better than ever 

the coming season.  Besides the handsome fountain, the 

various compartments consist of five ice cream cans, 

twelve syrup lifts for the different flavors, six fruit 

bowls, two cooling systems for ice drinks and cracked 

ice, automatic tumbler washer and bins for dishes.  

The counter is marble with marble base and oak front.  

He has put in new tables and chairs.  The new outfit 

adds much to the appearance of the interior of the store. 
 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes

From the Archives   Joan Downey 

Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 
 

 May Mystery Photo 
         

   Now, what and where is that? 
 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Alan 

Harrington 

 

April Mystery Photo 

 

That’s right – it’s the 

crosswalk at Lakeshore 

and Maple and also at 
Lakeshore and Nelson. 

 

              
              Photo by Pat Taylor 

Well, that one was too easy.  There were a number 

of correct answers including some from readers who 

haven’t responded previously.  Thank you all for 

participating.   
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   The following is from “Memoirs” by Murray W. Fisher, 

  written in April 1977 when he was 80 years old. 

Fun 
(or recreation I suppose, although I doubt if the two words mean the same thing)  

On the farm we had the proverbial old swimming hole but hardly the kind 

you see on calendars, all green grass, trees and clear running water.  Ours 

was a deep hole in the creek in the cow pasture where the cows drank 

and wallowed.  Always the colour of chocolate, but we kids would race 

the 200 yards from our barn to see who would be the last in and 

consequently called the stinker.  As we ran, shirts would be peeled, 

buckles loosened, and I can truly say we seldom lost a step in the plunge 

off the bank.  Mother would sometimes insist we have a bath 

afterwards…….   

 

 

……There were lots 

more games we played, some of them I never 

read about in books, just the result of 2 or 3 

boys without a worry in the world, running free 

on a 200 acre farm.   

 

 

 

The Fisher Family, 1903     Photo:  BHS Archives 

Father William, Mother Sarah, Edith, Paul & Murray 
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Preserving the past is not everyone’s number one priority… In fact, it’s probably not the number 

one priority of most people.  But that doesn’t mean it is not important.  Nor does it mean that 

the past is not very interesting.   

North Americans marvel at the Medieval villages of Europe and then come home to demolish 

another of their own creations before it has even celebrated its centennial.  Why do we spend 

so much time and money in travelling to ancient municipalities while tearing down our own 

landmarks?  This has always puzzled me, even as I dutifully followed the same historic modus 

operandi as my neighbours. 

Many local changes have occurred since Burlington’s early beginning as a small village.  Each 

generation has left its mark on our municipal growth.  Some changes have been more acceptable 

than others.  Some changes, which were at first disliked, have grown to be appreciated.  To me, 

it often appears that the changes we most agree with are changes we make ourselves.  This 

format has itself changed in the last 15 years or so.  Today outside developers are imposing their 

ideas on our neighbourhoods, spurred on by provincial encouragement to curb urban-sprawl.  

Well established landmarks are being torn down and replaced by much larger buildings which 

somehow lack the character of the buildings being lost.  Citizens seem helpless to stop or even 

influence these drastic changes.  I suppose we all want Burlington to prosper and grow, but what 

about the lost legacy of our forbearers?  In my humble opinion this makes organizations like the 

BHS all the more important.  We are the repository of the archives of our urban heritage.  

Through the diligent and dedicated work of past and present BHS members, Burlington’s 

memories live on.  This is not only important work, it is essential.  Without the BHS or another 

similar group, our past would soon be forgotten.  The BHS enhances the quality of life of all 

Burlington’s residents immeasurably, no matter if they are contributing members or not.   

The high quality of our archival collection is due to the dedication of  BHS members who have 

taken on the responsibility of being diligent custodians of the 

history of our community.  Today Joan Downey carries on that 

great tradition.  Another determining factor that has resulted in 

our valuable collection is the continuous donations of material 

which enumerates our past.  We are indeed fortunate that so 

many people have chosen to bequeath their family histories as 

well as documents and photos which chronicle Burlington’s 

storied history.   

This brings me to the real reason for this message.  In spite of the great work done in days 

gone by, each year enumerable objects, documents, photos, etc. are thrown out by families 

who may not see the value to others.  Therefore, I encourage anyone who knows of material 

that relates to the social, business or religious life of our city, to seriously consider donating 

that material to the BHS as a legacy to leave to our children and our children’s children.     Ed 

President’s  Message  Ed Keenleyside  
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September General Meeting 
 

 

Our September speaker is columnist Don Crossley 

You’ve been enjoying his columns in the Burlington Post for 

years and now he has joined the staff of Silver and Gold 

Magazine. 

 

Come and hear him reminisce in person. 

 

Join us on Monday, September 10th, 2018 at 7 pm  

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

 

More information about Don’s visit will be included in our 

September issue. 
                                                   Photo by Tom Bochsler 

Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 

 

Summer Mystery Photo 
         

This beautiful carving is sitting in plain 

sight on a lawn in Downtown Burlington.  

Does anyone know where it is? 

 

 Photo by Pat Taylor 

 

 

May Mystery Photo 

 

Okay.  I admit to some 

Photoshopping on this one.  

But, if I had included Alan’s 

original photo would you have 

known what it was?  

 

 

 

An original light standard in 

the East parking lot at 

Burlington Mall (between 

Hudson’s Bay & Canadian 

Tire) 
 
 

 

Photo by Alan Harrington 
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Recap – May Meeting 
 

BHS always attempts a grand send-off before the summer season and May’s meeting did not 

disappoint. 

 

Our featured speaker for the evening was Ron Danielsen 

from Friends of Freeman Station. Ron spoke about the 

History of Rail, explaining the importance of moving 

people and goods in our area during the past century 

and a half.  He also updated us of the progress of the 

Station and the future plans for the site including 1/24 

scale model dioramas that will be displayed in the Station 

basement to represent Burlington in the 1920’s.  
         Photo by Tom Bochsler 

But before our main presenter started – Burlington’s own Renata Fast - Olympic Silver Medal 

Winner at the 2018 PyeongChang games Women’s Hockey kicked off the evening… 

 

Renata shared her dream to represent Canada in the 

Olympics. A long journey starting in Burlington in her early 

years combining soccer and hockey. She first wore the maple 

leaf as a member of the National Women’s Development 

Team in 2014.  She won gold with that team at the 2015 

Nations Cup before joining the National Women’s Team at 

the 2015 Four Nations Cup, winning the silver medal. 

Following a second straight silver at the Four Nations Cup in 

2016, she made her IIHF Women’s World Championship 

debut in 2017, helping Canada to the silver medal. Renata 

played defence wearing #14 in her Olympic debut, on the 2018 

team winning Canada’s silver medal.  In honour of this 

achievement, a “Love My Hood Celebration” was set up with 

cupcakes arranged in the shape and colours of the Olympic 

Rings. 
Photo by Tom Bochsler 

On 22 May 2018, Mayor Rick Goldring presented Renata with 

a plaque from the city and in her remarks she gave a “shout-

out” to The Burlington Historical Society. 
 

      Photo by Alan Harrington 
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Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 

 

In the April issue we reported that work was being done on the restoration of 

Freeman Station by students from M.M. Robinson High School.  Ron Danielsen, 

President of FOFS recently sent a letter of thanks to Principal, Ms. Claire 

Proteau.  The following is taken from that letter: 

On behalf of the Friends of Freeman Station heartfelt thanks to you, M M Robinson 

High School,  the students of the Halton Home Building Class TCJ34CEJJ1, and their 

teacher Mr. Mike Sydor for the exceptional contribution of time and talent to the 

restoration of Burlington’s historic Grand Trunk Railway Station. 

The students started with a bare concrete basement 

and transformed it into a finished space with two 

washrooms, two utility rooms, a control room and a 

large exhibit space. They did all the framing, interior 

wall insulation, and drywall for this rather complex 

project.  

The letter continues - 

When the station is complete, we will install a plaque 

dedicating the contribution made by the students of M 

M Robinson High School to this vital project.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Alan Harrington
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A recent donation of material to the Archives included some old copies of the Burlington 

Gazette.  Nothing tells the story of a community and the times better than old advertising.  

Here is one which I thought you would enjoy. 
 

Lynn’s Red Indian Service Station 

27 August 1930 issue of the Burlington Gazette   
 

 

Photo BHS Archives 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general purposes 

From the Archives   Joan Downey 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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Heritage Happenings  

 

            SATURDAY SEPT. 29, 2018 

             CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

 

 

 

Do you have nothing planned for the above date?  From 9:45 to 1:15 or 1:00 to 4:15?  Or 

all day?  Museums of Burlington, the lead organizer of Doors Open Burlington, is looking 

for volunteers to be greeters on this day.  Site greeters will welcome visitors, distribute 

information or giveaways and track the numbers of visitors to the site.  

Training/orientation will take place 2-3 weeks prior.  No previous experience is necessary.   

Some of the sites include Ireland House Museum, Skyway Water Treatment Plant, East 

Plains United Church, Art Gallery of Burlington, Archaeological Services, and Holy 

Sepulchre Cemetery. 

 

For more information or to volunteer contact Robin Hill at 905-332-9888 or 

robin.hill@burlington.ca  

 

 
 

Joseph Brant Day Festival - Monday, August 6, 2018, 11am to 4pm 
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Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 
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8 
 

 

The Burlington Historical Society  
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2018 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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MEMORIES OF BURLINGTON 

Our Guest Speaker in September is Don Crossley who, with his wife Joan, a 

daughter and 2 sons, has resided here in Burlington for over 45 years. Their 

daughter Laurel and her family are still Burlington residents. Prior to his 

retirement a few years ago, Don spent most of his career as an Entrepreneur, 

owning and operating several businesses, the last of which was a consulting 

firm dedicated to assisting fellow Entrepreneurs in making their firms more 

successful. Don also taught various Entrepreneurship courses part time, at 

Sheridan College for over 25 years. 

Don has also been a very active volunteer in the community and is a Past 

President of the Burlington Chamber of Commerce, Past Board Chair of the 

Burlington Seniors Centre. In fact he and his wife Joan were instrumental in  

carrying out the Fund Raising which allowed the Seniors Centre to become a 

reality in 1976 and then were called upon for a second time to help raise the 

funds for the expansion in 2006.       Photo by Tom Bochsler 

Over 15 years ago Don began writing a column, first in the Hamilton Spectator when they printed a 

Burlington section, and later the Burlington Post, entitled Seniors’ Moment, which appeared until January 

of this year. This column was dedicated to cultivating, and then sharing, memories of Burlington dating 

back to the early 1950’s, when he first arrived here. Burlington was then still a Town, with a total 

population of just over 5,000. 

Through his columns Don was contacted by both residents and former residents of Burlington, some 

now living as far away as Vancouver and the U.K., who shared their memories with him. Recently Don 

began writing his column Seniors’ Moment, for Silver and Gold magazine and has also agreed to 

contribute articles for their Website. 

Join us to hear Don Crossley 

Monday, 10th September, 2018 at 7 pm 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
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Dear BHS Members: 

For various reasons I have concluded that I must resign from the BHS Board.  I know this may cause 

some disruption, but I hope that it will be short-term.   

The BHS has an enviable record.  Programs have been varied and for the most part, appreciated by our 

members.  From my first introduction to the BHS, I was impressed by the dedication of its volunteer 

staff and members.  I applaud what each has done and encourage you to carry on this noble undertaking.   

I wish the BHS organization many, many more successful years.  I will continue to support your important 

work. 

Sincerely,   Ed Keenleyside   
 

Post Script to Ed Keenleyside’s September 

message 

As your immediate Past President, I would like to take this 

opportunity to assure our members that BHS remains alive and well 

and will continue to prosper in 2018, albeit, under slightly new 

management. 

Following our BHS Executive meeting on August 27th, I am very 

honoured to have been appointed as your Interim President for 

the balance of 2018.   

I look forward to this role and hope that your support will also 

continue as we strive to live up the goals outlined in our Constitution 

and the challenges that lay ahead. 

Sincerely,   Jane Ann Newson 

 

 

 

Did you know….? 
That in Spencer Smith Park there is an artistic compass inlaid in the walking path at the west end of the 

park. 

 

Did you know….? 
That if you stand in the middle of the compass and holler something it will echo back. 

President’s  Message  Ed Keenleyside  
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In the days leading up to summer and during the summer months, your BHS Outreach 

Team have been very busy out and about our community. 

April 24th – A request was received from OnePlan Business Centres for photos of 

Burlington’s past to decorate their new office space during their Grand Opening 

Celebration.  Thanks Joan for this special effort! 

May 8th -Your BHS Team consisting of Joan Downey and 

Patricia Taylor, did a presentation to the Burlington Branch 

of the Retired Women Teachers of Ontario.  Our topic was 

The Garden of Canada.  Eighty retired teachers attended 

this event and to all accounts, it was well received. 

July 12th – BHS were invited to The Williamsburg Retirement 

Residence to speak on the topic of Early Burlington Villages.  

Twenty residents attended and even asked questions after the presentation given by Patricia Taylor with 

capable assistance from Joan Downey. 

July 23rd – BHS were invited to speak at the Appleby Retirement Residence on the topic of Early Burlington 

Villages.  Patricia again did an excellent job of presenting.   

August 14th – BHS were requested once again by The Williamsburg Retirement Residence to speak on the 

topic of The Garden of Burlington.  Joan Downey was the presenter with Patricia assisting. 

Upcoming events 

 Sept 11th – BHS will return to The Williamsburg Retirement Residence.  At the request of the residents, 

the topic this time will be The Brant Inn.  Joan is the presenter and Patricia will provide support. 

Burlington Senior Centre Fall issue of their newsletter ‘Centre Piece’ will contain photos and an article 

from our BHS collection.  

Burlington Senior Centre has asked BHS to conduct another Burlington Beginnings course in the fall of 

2018.  These will be held every 2nd Thursday beginning with September 13th. 

Your BHS Outreach Team consisting of Joan Downey, Patricia Taylor and Chris Mallion-Moore have 

represented us well in our community!   

Thanks for a job WELL DONE ladies! 

 

If you would like to become involved with 

this initiative, please contact me thru our 

email address – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

adding OUTREACH to the subject line. 

Outreach Report – Jane Ann Newson 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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Reconstruction of the Freeman Station has chugged along over the past few months 

with amazing results. 

• MM Robinson students framed, drywalled and roughed in two washrooms in 

the basement. 

• The basement floor was retouched and sealed. 

• A modular steel base for the model railway was set up. 

• Lighting, gas heating, air-conditioning, water, sewer all installed. 

• Doors hung. Waterproofing done. Hot water heater installed. 

• ....and so much of the materials were donated and installed gratis. 

Upstairs the new hardwood flooring was laid - complete with air duct ventilation and the handicap 

washroom was roughed in and tiled. 

 

An incredible journey from 12 months ago when the basement was only poured concrete, walls and a 

wet clay (soil) floor.  

 

Was any more work done?  YES but you will need to visit the Station on Doors Open Burlington on 29 

September 2018, 10:00 - 4:00 to see the transformation first hand. 
 

           

 

 

Photos by Alan Harrington  

Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 
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The Burlington Historical Society Digital Collection 
 

During the Winter of 2017/2018, we entered into a partnership with the Burlington Public Library to showcase 

our digital collection on their website.  This change gives us more local exposure.  And, of importance to our 

small staff of volunteers, when we have a large project, library staff are available to assist.   

However, some of you who were used to finding our photos on ‘Halinet’ or ‘Images Burlington’ may have lost 

contact.  Our photos and documents are still there and we are constantly adding new items.  Follow these 

instructions and you can continue to enjoy photos of old Burlington.   

Go to www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Click on ARCHIVES 

Click on SEARCH THE BHS PHOTO COLLECTION ONLINE (bottom of page) 

 

Or,  find us on the Burlington Public Library website: 

 

Go to www.bpl.on.ca 

Click on RESOURCES 

Click on LOCAL HISTORY 

Click on the BHS ICON 

Enter your search term in the box OR click BROWSE. 

HINT:  Use “ “ around your search term, eg. “Glenview School” 

 

 
Recently, at Appleby Place, I met Vera Birett (nee Hamsey) who loaned me some of her family photos to scan.  As 

a child, Vera and her family lived in the only house on Drury Lane when it was just that - a dirt lane.   

Her parents, Mike and Anna Hamsey immigrated to Canada from Belarus - Mike in 1910 & Anna in 1930.  They 

met at a boarding house in Sudbury where Mike had a job at the nickel mine.  They married and had 2 children in 

Sudbury.  Life was good for the Hamseys.  Then WWII came along.  Mike was fired from the mine because he was 

Russian.    He tried to plead his case, after all, he had served his country (Canada) in WWI, but to no avail.   

Unable to find any work in Sudbury, Mike moved the family to Burlington where they built the only house on what 

is today Drury Lane.  That house, with restoration and modifications still stands today.  It’s a white house on the 

west side, just north of Woodward Avenue.   

Vera’s photos have been added to our collection.  Use search term “Birett-Hamsey”.  And…..for old time 

Burlingtonians who are wondering – Vera is the widow of John Birett, who, with his brother Wilhelm were the 

owners of Birett Construction. 

Walter Hamsey  beside Drury Lane 

                        The Hamsey House 

 

Photos -  Birett-Hamsey Collection 

BHS Archives

From the Archives   Joan Downey 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
http://www.bpl.on.ca/
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Revving up for Fall 2018, your BHS Telephone Committee headed up by 

Elizabeth Baldwin, will once again be calling YOU to remind you of our 

upcoming BHS General meetings dates and topics. 

Many thanks go out to our ‘callers’ – Doreen Bochsler, Ruth Borthwick, 

Jacquie Harrington, Jackie Poppe, Peggy Armstrong and Patrick 

Sweeny.    You can look forward in hearing from them SOON!  

If for some reason, you are not receiving these calls each month, please see me at the Membership Table 

to ensure we have your up-to-date telephone number. 

Thank you 

 

Going to the CNE 
 

If you went to the 2018 CNE, you probably 

went by Go Train or car.  In 1930 you may 

have gone by bus. This advertisement 

appeared in the Burlington Gazette dated 27 

August 1930. 

1931 Program Cover  from www.cneheritage.com  

Membership Table   Jane Ann Newson   

http://www.cneheritage.com/
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Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
 (Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
Interim President Jane Ann Newson 

1st Vice President Vacant 

2nd Vice President Vacant 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer  Alan  Harrington 

 
Past President Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs  Alan Harrington 

Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter                Joan Downey 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

                                       Torey Hunt 
50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

 

September Mystery Photo 
         

 
It’s right out in 

the open.  But it’s 

like a chameleon 

so don’t be 

surprised if it 

looks different 

when you see it. 

 
 

Photo by  

Alan Harrington  

 

Summer Mystery Photo 

 

Anne Wingfield knows that 

this piece of art is in front 

of the home at 2057 

Caroline Street.   
Of course, she does have 

the advantage of living in the 

neighbourhood.  Go to our 

website to learn more 

about this house. 

 
                        Photo by Pat Taylor 

 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/  

Heritage Happenings  
 

Museums of Burlington presents Doors Open Burlington 

29th September 2018, 10 am to 4 pm 

For more information go to https://www.doburlington.com/  

 

Museums of Burlington presents Applefest Fall Fair 

16th September 2018, 11 am to 4 pm at Ireland House Museum 

For more information go to 

https://museumsofburlington.ca/ireland-house/events/306-applefest-fall-

fair-september-16-2018  

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/
https://www.doburlington.com/
https://museumsofburlington.ca/ireland-house/events/306-applefest-fall-fair-september-16-2018
https://museumsofburlington.ca/ireland-house/events/306-applefest-fall-fair-september-16-2018
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The Burlington Historical Society  
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2018 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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A Walk through Vimy Ridge and Juno Beach: Past and Present 
 

General Rick Hillier, former Chief of 

Defence Staff of the Canadian 

Forces has stated, "It should be every 

Canadian's goal in life to make a 

pilgrimage to Vimy Ridge and Juno 

Beach in France." 

For every person who participated in or was 

connected to someone in WW1 and WWII, there 

is a story.   

Linda Ploen, a member of BHS, will speak of her 

experience visiting these two national memorial 

sites.  She will include anecdotes, observations and 

personal stories of some of our veterans. This will 

be a wonderful lead in to Remembrance Day 2018. 
 

Photos by Linda Ploen 
 

 

 

Join us to  hear Linda Ploen 

Monday, October 15th, 2018 at 7 pm  

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
 

 In this issue –  

• President’s Report       2 

• Civic Election Time      3 

• From the Archives       4 

• Freeman Update          5 

• Outreach Report         6 

• Membership Table       6 

• Mystery Photo             7 

• September notes           7 

• BHS Executive             7 

• BHS Membership         8 

 

     
                 
We look forward to seeing you in November -  

Monday, Nov. 12 , 2018, 7 pm  

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
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As the month of October reveals itself in beauty and bounty, my 

thoughts are focused on the past – Thanksgiving Dinners at home; 

colourful displays of chrysanthemums, special times with family and 

friends!    And let’s not forget the warm Mincemeat and pumpkin 

pies, fresh apples right off the tree and my personal favourite –my 

Aunt’s butter tarts. 

Why all this nostalgia?   

One of my reasons for recalling the past is to remember fondly our Society’s dedicated 

early members who have gone before and who made our Society what it is today – active 

in our community and dedicated keepers of Burlington’s archives.  Some of those who I 

personally recall were:  Dr and Jean Galloway, Les Armstrong, Jane Irwin, Florence Meares 

and Vickie Gudgeon to name a very few. 

The Society today is because of the commitment of these early members and their tireless 

work in preserving our Burlington heritage through photos and family histories and by 

capturing past events that make up our heritage. 

Fast forward to October 2018.  This legacy has been left to us to nurture and the need 

to continue with this important work. 

As indicated at our September 10th General Meeting, the Society is going through a change 

and we find ourselves in a situation where ‘few hands are doing all the work’. 

Won’t you reconsider helping us to protect and carry on with the work of our 

forefathers?  They had a vision and a mission.  That mission and vision is very real and 

present today albeit in a very different world, BUT we need more hands (YOUR hands) 

to make this work lighter!   

The Burlington Historical Society depends on YOU - our Members. 

 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general 

purposes

President’s  Report    Jane Ann Newson  

This Photo by Unknown 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.theglutenfreemaven.com/2013_10_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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A STORY FOR CIVIC ELECTION TIME 

Submitted by Pat Taylor 

In June 1902 a discussion was held about employing an expert to find out the probable 

cost of a system of waterworks for Burlington Village.   

There was much discussion, both pro and con, by everyone and by 1907 an offer was 

accepted by Council for complete plans, specifications and costs of a waterworks system. 

Council decided to submit a By-law to the people in the next civic election. 

The story of the voting has given many an older resident a chuckle. 

Stiff opposition came from some of the older, more conservative residents who felt that 

the sum needed for the waterworks was a tremendous amount for a small Village to raise.  

These OPPONENTS knew that only property owners could vote on the By-law.  

Accordingly, they went to the registry office in Milton and carefully checked the titles of 

all those whom they knew would vote in favour of the waterworks.  The names of those 

who were NOT eligible to vote were put on a list and given to the Returning Officer. 

M.C. Smith, a future mayor of Burlington, found out about the list and figured it had to be 

gotten rid of somehow.  He and his friends enlisted the help of Bill Brush.  Brush was a 

colourful character who ran the Queens Hotel (now the Queen’s Head) and who owned 

fast horses that he raced at Fall Fairs. 

One day, not long before the waterworks vote, he caused a sensation in town by riding 

his horse along the cobblestones coming down Brant Street.  When he reached the 

beginning of the built-up area, he stood up in the gig and drove full tilt down Brant Street, 

cracking the whip and standing all the way till he reached the Lakeshore.  The 

storekeepers all rushed out when they heard the commotion and everyone wondered 

what made Bill Brush “act so crazy.”  

Mac Smith and his men remembered this and coaxed Bill to “go wild” again.  He repeated 

his fast ride down Brant Street on Election Day.  When 

everyone at the polling station rushed to the window 

to see him go by, the voters list of ineligible voters 

somehow got passed out the window and disappeared.  

No one could swear as to what names were on the list, 

so the By-law passed by 42 votes.  “And that’s how 

Burlington got its waterworks” say those who 

remembered the incident!      
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A Rare Group Photo 

The occasion was the opening of the new Civic Building,  on 11 January 1965.  Present in 

the photo are:  Russ Leather, Mayor from 1946-47 (back to camera); Harold Adkins the 

last Reeve (forerunner to mayor); Norm Craig, Mayor 1948-50; Lloyd Dingle, Mayor 

1931-32;  Owen Mullin, Mayor 1962-65 (and sitting mayor at the time); John Lockhart, 

Mayor 1957-61;  Gordon Blair, Mayor 1940-45; Hughes Cleaver, Mayor 1920; and, seated 

with feet on the desk – Elgin Harris, Mayor 1923-24 (also the editor of the Burlington 

Gazette).  As the oldest mayor present, Elgin Harris is wearing the chain of office. 

   BHS Archives 

From the Burlington Gazette, 29 July 1931  (don’t try this in 2018!) 

In the third drive against Blackbirds on Burlington Avenue on Thursday and Saturday 

nights last, by Chief Smith and his firing squad, over 400 blackbirds were shot. 

Every year these birds become a nuisance in the vicinity, and the police have been called 

upon to take this means of driving them away. 

At the meeting of the council on Monday night, it was decided to discontinue shooting 

the birds, and the trees will be trimmed, and if this does not dispose of the trouble the 

trees will be cut down.

From the Archives   Joan Downey 
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There’s been a Big Push at the Station recently as we prepare for 

Burlington Doors Open on Saturday, September 29, 2018. 

About 1,000 visitors are expected on the Big Day, eager to witness the 

progress made since their last visit.  And they will not be disappointed. 

Treatments to the exterior will be the first eye-catching moment for 

visitors - including several vintage railway backdrops set up for photos & 

selfies.  

Next stop is our finished basement and the first sight of this brand new space for most 

viewers.  The crew will be preparing right up until the Open House setting up a model 

railway of Burlington in the 1920's. 

Afterwards, guests can test the new upstairs hardwood floorboards while inspecting the 

various railway artifacts on display. 

Photo by Alan Harrington 

Freeman Station Update     Alan Harrington 
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BHS were invited back to Williamsburg Retirement Residence 

on September 11th.  A presentation on the Brant Inn was given by 

Joan Downey with Patricia Taylor as her very capable support 

person.  This third session to all accounts, was a huge favourite and 

fond memories were relived from years ago. 

Burlington Beginnings course at the Burlington Senior Centre 

started up again for the second year on September 13th.  We have 24 

people registered with 2 people on a wait list.  This is proving to be a very popular 

program offering.  

 

 

 

A little piece of trivia…… 

In 1900 the entire municipal election cost. $20.13. 

A total of 390 Burlingtonians voted. 
 

 

Membership Table   Jane Ann Newson 

 

 

Just a gentle reminder to those who have not yet paid their 

2018 membership fees as they are now due. 

With each renewal or new membership, a BHS Membership 

Card will be made out to you to serve as a reminder. 

Again, IF you are not receiving a BHS General Meeting telephone reminder each month, 

please let me know.  Many thanks to Elizabeth and her Telephone Committee for looking 

after this important aspect of our work! 

If you have moved OR changed your telephone number OR email address, please 

advise so we can update our Membership Listing. 

Thank you           

 

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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SEPTEMBER NOTES 
After September’s presentation, Don Crossley presented the BHS 

with a copy of a local newspaper dated 10 September 1959 – 59 

years, to the day, prior to his presentation to BHS. 
 

 

 

Remember Don talking about 

Crown Cab?  This ad was found in 

a recently donated Burlington High 

School yearbook, Via Trita, dated 

1959. 

 
Photo Tom Bochsler 

 
 

Mystery Photo   Joan Downey 
October 2018  

 

 

Rather odd 

looking isn’t 

it? 

 
But it is of 

some 

historical 

significance 

to this area. 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo Pat Taylor 

September 2018  

 

The only person who guessed was tricked into thinking they 

were looking at water.  This is the same piece from the 

front.   

 

Still don’t have it?   
 

It is an art piece called “Portal” 

on Brant Street, directly across 

from the Queen’s Head in front 

of the newly revamped parking. 

 

It does look quite different in 

daylight.   
                                                                                                      

Photo Alan Harrington 
http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/  

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President (acting)       Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President        Vacant 
2nd Vice President       Vacant 
Secretary                      Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                     Alan Harrington 
 
Past President            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards                  Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington          Rick Wilson 
                                             Torey Hunt 
50/50 Draw                        Pat Taylor 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2018 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington
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Dieppe 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dieppe memorial on Beach Strip, Hamilton, photo: www.ontariowarmemorials.com 

 

August 2017 marked the 75th Anniversary of the infamous raid at Dieppe.  A longtime 

friend of BHS, Robin McKee is back with us to share the story of this predominately 

Canadian tragic assault on the German occupied port. 

 

Also, in November of 2017, Robin filmed an interview with Fred Engelbrecht, the last 

Hamilton survivor of the August 1942 raid.  Engelbrecht served with The Royal Hamilton 

Light Infantry Brigade.  Fred died in May of this year.    We are fortunate indeed that 

Robin will share the film of that interview with us.   
 

Join us to  hear Robin McKee  

Monday, November 12th, 2018 at 7 pm  

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
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There is no meeting in December but we look forward 

to seeing you at our Annual General Meeting on 

Monday, January 14th, 2019                     
Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
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According to our trusted friend GOOGLE, November was the 

ninth month of the ancient Roman calendar. November retained 

its name (from the Latin meaning "nine") when January and 

February were added to the Roman calendar. November is 

a month of late autumn in the Northern Hemisphere. 

November, for our faithful BHS members, denotes the close of 

another General Meeting year.   

In my October President’s Report, I indicated that your Society is amidst change.  This 

situation remains and I, once again, ask for your consideration in helping us to carry on 

with the good work that has already been accomplished in since 1960. 

At time of writing, you should have received a call from one of our 2019 Nominating 

Committee members.  Their task was to put together a potential Slate of Officers 

(President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary).  I hope that 

you have allowed your name to be considered!  They also were looking for assistance in 

other areas – Archives, Membership, Program and Newsletter. 

I sincerely hope that you have added your name to the list in some capacity because in 

that way we can guarantee our future as a Society.   

Thank you sincerely for your encouragement during this transition stage!   

Also, I would like to sincerely thank you for your personal support especially during the 

past three months while stepping back in as your interim President.  Most appreciated!   

Thank You! 

 

Burlington Gazette, 7 January 1965 

Beach Strip Residents Become Burlingtonians 

On New Year’s Day, 414 residents of a 130 acre section of Beach Boulevard became 

citizens of Burlington.  Many of them did not welcome the change. 

 

BHS Members will receive the BHS Gazette and other communications and can unsubscribe at any time   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications Is printed in good faith and for general 

purposes

President’s  Report    Jane Ann Newson  

 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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1930 TALKIES CAME TO TOWN 
By Peggy Armstrong 

 

While making his rounds in the early hours (3:30 a.m.) on Friday the 18th of  June 1930, 

Burlington’s Night Constable Bert Dunham discovered a fire in the Crystal Theatre, and 

immediately turned in the alarm.  The fire had gained considerable headway, and a strong hold on the 

interior of the building when the firemen arrived on the scene.  Lines of hose were quickly laid, and after 

a stubborn fight the firemen managed to confine the fire in the building.  The theatre was located on the 

east side of Brant Street, opposite Ontario Street, now 439 Brant Street.  (2018 – the building is gone.  

439 was between where The Works and Centro Garden are now located).  Adjoining stores were saved from 

destruction, however, the interior of the theatre was so badly gutted the entire building would need to 

be rebuilt to meet the requirements of the theatre building act. 

The loss was partially covered by insurance by the popular proprietor, Rex Hume.  Fortunately, there 

were no films in the place, or the loss would have been much heavier.  The insurance adjusters visited 

on Monday and the following day Mr. Hume announced to the Burlington Gazette that he would rebuild 

the theatre at once, which would be larger than ever, and would install the most modern equipment. 

Rex Hume (1897-1970) had come to Burlington early in June of 1924, having purchased the Crystal 

Theatre on Brant Street from Jack Stewart of Hamilton.  Mr. Hume, the newspaper said, has 12 years of 

experience with his father in Milton. 

Within a week of the fire the decision had been made by Rex Hume to build his new up to date theatre 

on a new location. He was able to purchase a property on Water Street, between the two banks then 

located there, the Traders Bank, where the Royal Bank now is and the Canadian Bank of Commerce in 

the building on the corner of John Street.  There was a building on this property formerly known as the 

Welfare building, which Dr. Wm. Watson had vacated and where the baby clinic had been held. 

The new theatre was designed and supervised by Geo. T. Evans, a Hamilton architect, who resided on 

the highway a shot distance from Burlington.  Mr. Evans had considerable experience in theatre 

construction, having done considerable work on the Pantages, Capital and Strand theatres in Hamilton, 

and the Princess theatre in Milton.  He was also the architect for the addition to the Burlington High 

School.  Complete details of the new theatre construction are given in the Burlington Gazette of Nov. 

19th, 1920 just prior to the grand opening.  The building was completely fireproof, being built of concrete 

& steel with terrazzo floors and a solid gypsum roof.  It had ramps to eliminate stairs, and was provided 

with ample exit doors including two with automatic panic 

bolts.  The seats were described as the latest word in comfort 

and beauty, individual opera chairs with cushioned seats and 

shaped backs as demanded by the modern theatre-goer.  The 

building was to be a two-storey structure with a frontage of 

45 feet and depth of 145 feet.  On either side of the main 

entrance two large modern stores were provided for (one 

occupied by C.E. McGregor, barber) and provision for offices 

or apartments on the second floor.
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The lot ran from Water Street to Pine providing parking space at the rear of the building. 

Although the general contract was given to Tope Construction of Hamilton, several Burlington 

businesses were involved: Robert Froom – plumbing, heating and ventilating 

    Joseph Smith – hardware 

    Milne Coal & Supply Co – lime and cement 

    O.W. Rynas & Son – lumber and mill work 

    Nelson Chandelier Works – fixtures 

 

 

The opening of the new theatre, named the Hume Theatre took place on 
Thursday November 17th 1930.  The feature picture was the fast stepping, 

singing, talking spectacle “Putting on the Ritz”.  Portions of it were in colour!  

On the same program was a Hal 

Roach comedy “Doctor’s 

Orders”, also a talkie.  The 

council attended in body, and a 

special section was reserved for 

the firemen.  This theatre with a 

seating capacity of over 450 

played two and sometimes three 

shows each week.  Burlington’s 

population was still under 4000.  

 

 

 

In 1944 Rex Hume sold his interest in the theatre but continued to manage it.  About 3 years later the 

name was changed to the Roxy and in the mid 1950s the Odeon Theatre group took over full control 

of the theatre.  In 1958 the theatre became known as the Odeon and ran first run movies.  More up-

dating renovations took place in 1966.  A new feature was a modern contour curtain, of the type used 

in New York’s Radio City Music Hall.  It would allow for the use of a wider screen. 

 

The newspaper reported at that time, that this theatre was the only theatre in Canada with seats of 

under 500, that showed first run movies to a population of over 55,000. 
 

 

 

2007 Lakeshore   Road 

2018
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The late summer of 2018 saw an unprecedented amount of work 

completed at the Station. A private company offered to transform 

the Station to a real Rail "Junction"; the place where railways 

intersect.  PGM Rail Co. leveled the gravel surface, laying sleepers and 

tracks in an east-west direction to mimic the original Grand Trunk 

Railway.  Next, north-south rails (representing the Burlington 

Beachway to Niagara rail line), were laid to cross at a diamond 
intersection. 

 

Then a full wooden platform was installed between the Station's front passenger doors to 

the tracks, where we park our 100 year old railway carts.  Recycling is evident as these 

rails (originally Algoma-made in Ontario in 1923) were reclaimed from the Leaside 

area.  Over 450 visitors on Burlington Doors Open were witness to all the improvements 
and also saw the first steps in building a 1/24 scale models of Burlington in the Age of 

Steam, in the basement.  

 

 

 

Photos by Alan Harrington 

Freeman Station Update     Alan Harrington 
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Our Burlington Beginnings course at the Burlington Senior Centre 

will be completed on November 22nd.  This 6-week course would 

not have been possible without the dedication of:  Joan Downey, 

Patricia Taylor, Peggy Armstrong and Chris Mallion-Moore.  Thank 

you ladies, on behalf of BHS, for making another Outreach activity a 

success for another year! 

And more good news we were very pleased to receive another Heritage Organization 

Development Grant of $1545 from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport in Ontario.  

This money will assist us in accomplishing projects which include Outreach and Archives 

types of activities. 

Your Burlington Historical Society will be laying a wreath at the City Hall Cenotaph on 

November 11th. 

We have been invited to participate at the Hamilton Public Library Genealogy Fair on 

November 17th. 

Following a very successful 2018 with speaking engagement opportunities, we are now 

gaining attention and have started to book our 2019 calendars. 

We have been given the opportunity of speaking at the Salvation Army on Prospect Street 

on February 20, 2019. 

If you belong to other groups that are looking for speakers on the subject of Burlington 

history, we would be pleased to hear about this opportunity and commit. 

Membership Table   Jane Ann Newson 

 

 

2019 Membership fees are now due!  Many thanks to those who 

have already renewed.   

We cordially welcome our newest members – 

Earl Chapman 

Don Crossley 

Bring a friend to our next meeting.   Help us top the 

100 member mark! 

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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Heritage Happenings 
 

Remembrance Day 2018 

 
Parade starts at 10:30 am at Central High School 

 

Remembrance Day service begins at 11 a.m. at the 

Cenotaph on Brant Street 

 

 
Photo from 2017 Service by Alan Harrington 

 

 

Mystery Photo   Joan Downey 
November 2018  

 

 

 
Photo by Alan 
Harrington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the grave marker for George Williams  

1873-1927.  Does anyone know who he is and 

why he’s buried in Appleby Pioneer Cemetery? 
 

October 2018  

 

Jennifer Kemp and 

Lawrence Stasiuk both 

recognized this as the 

tree trunk which stands 

in Village Square, near 
the entrance to the 

Dickens Pub. 

Once upon a time this 
was a mature fir tree.  
The curious bend in the 
trunk is thought to have 
been made by the first 
nations to mark a trail. 
                                                                                                      
Photo Pat Taylor 
http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/  

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President (acting)       Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President        Vacant 
2nd Vice President       Vacant 
Secretary                      Pat Taylor 
Treasurer                     Alan Harrington 
 
Past President            Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs           Alan Harrington 
Archives             Joan Downey 
Webmaster       Wayne Murphy 
Membership      Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter         Joan Downey 

 
Greeting Cards                  Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee     Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington          Rick Wilson 
                                             Torey Hunt 
50/50 Draw                        Pat Taylor 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2019 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington

