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MEMORIES OF BURLINGTON 

Our Guest Speaker in September is Don Crossley who, with his wife Joan, a 

daughter and 2 sons, has resided here in Burlington for over 45 years. Their 

daughter Laurel and her family are still Burlington residents. Prior to his 

retirement a few years ago, Don spent most of his career as an Entrepreneur, 

owning and operating several businesses, the last of which was a consulting 

firm dedicated to assisting fellow Entrepreneurs in making their firms more 

successful. Don also taught various Entrepreneurship courses part time, at 

Sheridan College for over 25 years. 

Don has also been a very active volunteer in the community and is a Past 

President of the Burlington Chamber of Commerce, Past Board Chair of the 

Burlington Seniors Centre. In fact he and his wife Joan were instrumental in  

carrying out the Fund Raising which allowed the Seniors Centre to become a 

reality in 1976 and then were called upon for a second time to help raise the 

funds for the expansion in 2006.       Photo by Tom Bochsler 

Over 15 years ago Don began writing a column, first in the Hamilton Spectator when they printed a 

Burlington section, and later the Burlington Post, entitled Seniors’ Moment, which appeared until January 

of this year. This column was dedicated to cultivating, and then sharing, memories of Burlington dating 

back to the early 1950’s, when he first arrived here. Burlington was then still a Town, with a total 

population of just over 5,000. 

Through his columns Don was contacted by both residents and former residents of Burlington, some 

now living as far away as Vancouver and the U.K., who shared their memories with him. Recently Don 

began writing his column Seniors’ Moment, for Silver and Gold magazine and has also agreed to 

contribute articles for their Website. 

Join us to hear Don Crossley 

Monday, 10th September, 2018 at 7 pm 

Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 
 

In this issue 
 President’s Message             2 

 Outreach Report                 3 

 Freeman Station Report       4 

 From the Arhives                 5 

 Membership Table                6 

 Going to the CNE                6 

 Mystery Photo                      7 

 Heritage Happenings             7 

 BHS Executive                      7 

 BHS Membership form          8 

 

Coming on Monday, 15th Oct 

2018 

BHS Member Linda Ploen 

presents – 

A Walk through Vimy Ridge and Juno 

Beach:  Past and Present 
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Dear BHS Members: 

For various reasons I have concluded that I must resign from the BHS Board.  I know this may cause 

some disruption, but I hope that it will be short-term.   

The BHS has an enviable record.  Programs have been varied and for the most part, appreciated by our 

members.  From my first introduction to the BHS, I was impressed by the dedication of its volunteer 

staff and members.  I applaud what each has done and encourage you to carry on this noble undertaking.   

I wish the BHS organization many, many more successful years.  I will continue to support your important 

work. 

Sincerely,   Ed Keenleyside   
 

Post Script to Ed Keenleyside’s September 

message 

As your immediate Past President, I would like to take this 

opportunity to assure our members that BHS remains alive and well 

and will continue to prosper in 2018, albeit, under slightly new 

management. 

Following our BHS Executive meeting on August 27th, I am very 

honoured to have been appointed as your Interim President for 

the balance of 2018.   

I look forward to this role and hope that your support will also 

continue as we strive to live up the goals outlined in our Constitution 

and the challenges that lay ahead. 

Sincerely,   Jane Ann Newson 

 

 

 

Did you know….? 
That in Spencer Smith Park there is an artistic compass inlaid in the walking path at the west end of the 

park. 

 

Did you know….? 
That if you stand in the middle of the compass and holler something it will echo back. 

President’s  Message  Ed Keenleyside  
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In the days leading up to summer and during the summer months, your BHS Outreach 

Team have been very busy out and about our community. 

April 24th – A request was received from OnePlan Business Centres for photos of 

Burlington’s past to decorate their new office space during their Grand Opening 

Celebration.  Thanks Joan for this special effort! 

May 8th -Your BHS Team consisting of Joan Downey and 

Patricia Taylor, did a presentation to the Burlington Branch 

of the Retired Women Teachers of Ontario.  Our topic was 

The Garden of Canada.  Eighty retired teachers attended 

this event and to all accounts, it was well received. 

July 12th – BHS were invited to The Williamsburg Retirement 

Residence to speak on the topic of Early Burlington Villages.  

Twenty residents attended and even asked questions after the presentation given by Patricia Taylor with 

capable assistance from Joan Downey. 

July 23rd – BHS were invited to speak at the Appleby Retirement Residence on the topic of Early Burlington 

Villages.  Patricia again did an excellent job of presenting.   

August 14th – BHS were requested once again by The Williamsburg Retirement Residence to speak on the 

topic of The Garden of Burlington.  Joan Downey was the presenter with Patricia assisting. 

Upcoming events 

 Sept 11th – BHS will return to The Williamsburg Retirement Residence.  At the request of the residents, 

the topic this time will be The Brant Inn.  Joan is the presenter and Patricia will provide support. 

Burlington Senior Centre Fall issue of their newsletter ‘Centre Piece’ will contain photos and an article 

from our BHS collection.  

Burlington Senior Centre has asked BHS to conduct another Burlington Beginnings course in the fall of 

2018.  These will be held every 2nd Thursday beginning with September 13th. 

Your BHS Outreach Team consisting of Joan Downey, Patricia Taylor and Chris Mallion-Moore have 

represented us well in our community!   

Thanks for a job WELL DONE ladies! 

 

If you would like to become involved with 

this initiative, please contact me thru our 

email address – info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

adding OUTREACH to the subject line. 

Outreach Report – Jane Ann Newson 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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Reconstruction of the Freeman Station has chugged along over the past few months 

with amazing results. 

• MM Robinson students framed, drywalled and roughed in two washrooms in 

the basement. 

• The basement floor was retouched and sealed. 

• A modular steel base for the model railway was set up. 

• Lighting, gas heating, air-conditioning, water, sewer all installed. 

• Doors hung. Waterproofing done. Hot water heater installed. 

• ....and so much of the materials were donated and installed gratis. 

Upstairs the new hardwood flooring was laid - complete with air duct ventilation and the handicap 

washroom was roughed in and tiled. 

 

An incredible journey from 12 months ago when the basement was only poured concrete, walls and a 

wet clay (soil) floor.  

 

Was any more work done?  YES but you will need to visit the Station on Doors Open Burlington on 29 

September 2018, 10:00 - 4:00 to see the transformation first hand. 
 

           

 

 

Photos by Alan Harrington  

Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 
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The Burlington Historical Society Digital Collection 
 

During the Winter of 2017/2018, we entered into a partnership with the Burlington Public Library to showcase 

our digital collection on their website.  This change gives us more local exposure.  And, of importance to our 

small staff of volunteers, when we have a large project, library staff are available to assist.   

However, some of you who were used to finding our photos on ‘Halinet’ or ‘Images Burlington’ may have lost 

contact.  Our photos and documents are still there and we are constantly adding new items.  Follow these 

instructions and you can continue to enjoy photos of old Burlington.   

Go to www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Click on ARCHIVES 

Click on SEARCH THE BHS PHOTO COLLECTION ONLINE (bottom of page) 

 

Or,  find us on the Burlington Public Library website: 

 

Go to www.bpl.on.ca 

Click on RESOURCES 

Click on LOCAL HISTORY 

Click on the BHS ICON 

Enter your search term in the box OR click BROWSE. 

HINT:  Use “ “ around your search term, eg. “Glenview School” 

 

 
Recently, at Appleby Place, I met Vera Birett (nee Hamsey) who loaned me some of her family photos to scan.  As 

a child, Vera and her family lived in the only house on Drury Lane when it was just that - a dirt lane.   

Her parents, Mike and Anna Hamsey immigrated to Canada from Belarus - Mike in 1910 & Anna in 1930.  They 

met at a boarding house in Sudbury where Mike had a job at the nickel mine.  They married and had 2 children in 

Sudbury.  Life was good for the Hamseys.  Then WWII came along.  Mike was fired from the mine because he was 

Russian.    He tried to plead his case, after all, he had served his country (Canada) in WWI, but to no avail.   

Unable to find any work in Sudbury, Mike moved the family to Burlington where they built the only house on what 

is today Drury Lane.  That house, with restoration and modifications still stands today.  It’s a white house on the 

west side, just north of Woodward Avenue.   

Vera’s photos have been added to our collection.  Use search term “Birett-Hamsey”.  And…..for old time 

Burlingtonians who are wondering – Vera is the widow of John Birett, who, with his brother Wilhelm were the 

owners of Birett Construction. 

Walter Hamsey  beside Drury Lane 

                        The Hamsey House 

 

Photos -  Birett-Hamsey Collection 

BHS Archives

From the Archives   Joan Downey 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
http://www.bpl.on.ca/
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Revving up for Fall 2018, your BHS Telephone Committee headed up by 

Elizabeth Baldwin, will once again be calling YOU to remind you of our 

upcoming BHS General meetings dates and topics. 

Many thanks go out to our ‘callers’ – Doreen Bochsler, Ruth Borthwick, 

Jacquie Harrington, Jackie Poppe, Peggy Armstrong and Patrick 

Sweeny.    You can look forward in hearing from them SOON!  

If for some reason, you are not receiving these calls each month, please see me at the Membership Table 

to ensure we have your up-to-date telephone number. 

Thank you 

 

Going to the CNE 
 

If you went to the 2018 CNE, you probably 

went by Go Train or car.  In 1930 you may 

have gone by bus. This advertisement 

appeared in the Burlington Gazette dated 27 

August 1930. 

1931 Program Cover  from www.cneheritage.com  

Membership Table   Jane Ann Newson   

http://www.cneheritage.com/
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Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
 (Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
Interim President Jane Ann Newson 

1st Vice President Vacant 

2nd Vice President Vacant 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer  Alan  Harrington 

 
Past President Jane Ann Newson 

 
Programs  Alan Harrington 

Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter                Joan Downey 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

                                       Torey Hunt 
50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

 

September Mystery Photo 
         

 
It’s right out in 

the open.  But it’s 

like a chameleon 

so don’t be 

surprised if it 

looks different 

when you see it. 

 
 

Photo by  

Alan Harrington  

 

Summer Mystery Photo 

 

Anne Wingfield knows that 

this piece of art is in front 

of the home at 2057 

Caroline Street.   
Of course, she does have 

the advantage of living in the 

neighbourhood.  Go to our 

website to learn more 

about this house. 

 
                        Photo by Pat Taylor 

 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/  

Heritage Happenings  
 

Museums of Burlington presents Doors Open Burlington 

29th September 2018, 10 am to 4 pm 

For more information go to https://www.doburlington.com/  

 

Museums of Burlington presents Applefest Fall Fair 

16th September 2018, 11 am to 4 pm at Ireland House Museum 

For more information go to 

https://museumsofburlington.ca/ireland-house/events/306-applefest-fall-

fair-september-16-2018  

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/
https://www.doburlington.com/
https://museumsofburlington.ca/ireland-house/events/306-applefest-fall-fair-september-16-2018
https://museumsofburlington.ca/ireland-house/events/306-applefest-fall-fair-september-16-2018
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The Burlington Historical Society  
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2018 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

      ⃝  New Member    ⃝   Family: $40.00     ⃝   Senior: $25.00 

 

      ⃝   Renewal            ⃝   Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS – EXECUTIVE – DIRECTOR - 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington

