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Crime Stoppers - The Inside Story 

In January - local author Cal Millar shares the fascinating story 

of the history of Crime Stoppers - a crime prevention 

program and its Canadian roots. 

Cal Millar - retired assignment reporter with the Toronto Star.   

This is the never-before told story of how Canadian born 

Greg MacAleese created Crime Stoppers in 1976 while 

working as a detective for the Albuquerque Police 

Department.  MacAleese approached Police Chief Bob Stover 

suggesting the idea of a community run program to curb 

lawlessness in what had become one of the most crime-ridden 

cities in the United States. The Albuquerque Police 

Department hails Crime Stoppers as the most successful anti-

crime program in the history of law enforcement. 

 

 

Join us and bring a friend 
 

Monday, January 9th, 2017 

7:00 pm 

 

Speaker:  Cal Millar 

Crime Stoppers 

Next Meeting 
 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

 

Speaker:  TBA 
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President's Report
  
By Jane Ann Newson 
 

 

On behalf of the BHS Executive, I send along our very  best wishes for a new year filled with 

good health,  happiness and kind deeds! 

Many thanks to our November speaker JEFF MAHONEY who brought  the history of The 

Hamilton Spectator to life with even a flavour of Burlington.  Jeff certainly got us all involved with 

various remembrances going back over the past 170 years of The Hamilton Spectator publication.  

Thank Jeff for a most memorable evening.   

You may have noticed that our Gazette newsletter format appears differently but in a good way!  

Reason for the change in design is due to the absence of a Newsletter Editor.   Many thanks go 

out to JOAN DOWNEY who has stepped up to the plate temporarily to fill these shoes.  

Obviously we are searching for an permanent Editor who will take over this important 

communication and outreach function for us.   Are you able to help fill this role?   

I would like to share some 2016 statistics with you.  Our 2016 General Meeting attendance was 

626 people.  This represents a  113 increase over  2015!  Our total membership for last year 

ended up at 123.   New members are wishing to get more involved which has been our succession 

goal all along and we thank them sincerely for supporting  BHS in this manner! 

The eight General Meeting programs planned for this new year sound  exciting and will provide 

you with your desire to hear more about the history of our city, province and country!  

My personal search for a suitable candidate to take over Membership continues.   The skills 

needed are a working knowledge of EXCEL and some administrative types of tasks as they pertain 

to Membership and  the General Meeting .   You will also need to attend each of our 8 General 

Meetings in order to provide Membership assistance.   Are you able to volunteer a few hours 

each month to support this important role?  If so, please contact me directly at the email address 

shown below. 

We begin 2017 with some exciting Outreach opportunities which will be outlined in more detail 

in the OUTREACH  section of our newsletter by Outreach Chair Heather Mace. 

May I take this opportunity to remind you that if you have suggestions, comments or if you wish 

to volunteer on our TEAM, please send me an email using  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  and 

putting my name in the SUBJECT line.    

Historically, 

 

JA
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Brant Inn was the place to be during festive holidays 
 
By Stewart Brown:  

Excerpts - Brant  Inn Memories  

  

"The Brant Inn was a popular destination at Christmas and New 

Year's, whether folks wanted to dine or dance or do both.  Owner 

Murray Anderson, who loved to entertain, entered 

wholeheartedly into the spirit of the holidays.  A huge decorated 

Christmas tree figured prominently in the Lido Deck.  And 

Anderson took special pains to book top notch entertainment at 

Christmas and New Year's;  Mart Kenney's orchestra, Canada's 

best-known dance band, was a particular New Year's Eve favourite 

during the 1940s. 

  

One of the Brant Inn traditions on New Year's Eve was the 

midnight arrival of Little New Year in the form of a diapered 

toddler bursting through the paper face of a large clock on the 

upper bandstand of the Lido Deck. 

 Dancers about to be showered with balloons 

 as they celebrate New Year’s Eve 1947 

  

John Murray Evans of Burlington - named after the Brant Inn impresario - was one of those New 

Year's sprouts.  

"My Dad - Chick Evans - was master of ceremonies for a lot of functions at the Brant Inn.  John 

Murray Anderson was my godfather.  I was the New Year's baby in 1947, going into 1948.  I was 

all dressed up in a big diaper and a big ribbon and was supposed to run through a clock.  But the 

face of the clock was a heavy paper and I couldn't break through at rehearsal.  So they cut a slit 

in the paper and that night, I ran through and wished everybody a Happy New Year." 

  

Craig Roberts of Grimsby was another New Year's baby.  "It was around 1955 or 1956, I'd be 

three or four, recalled Craig, whose trombonist father, Floyd, was playing in the Gav Morton 

band at the time.  I was able to sleep until just before midnight.  I probably didn't think much of 

the costume because it was a diaper which I'm sure I felt I was beyond.  The clock was like a big 

bass drum covered in paper.  You were hidden, then jumped through the paper and twirled a 

noisemaker and blew a horn.  Then I was whisked away, no doubt to cake, or something like 

that."  

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members: 

Josie Hammond  Edward Naftolin 

Russell Woodley  Denny Williams 

David Billings 
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Heritage Updates 
 

Freeman Station Update 
By Alan Harrington 

Freeman Station was the stage late November to 

honour the Anniversary of the arrival of a new 

Canadian to the very same station exactly 60 years 

earlier. 

 On November 28 1956, Lesley Dawe arrived from 

England through New York City to Burlington.  She 

always kept the memory of that day and the warm 

welcome she received when she arrived in the town.  

In celebration of the special day, greetings were offered 

by Mayor Rick Goldring to Lesley who was surrounded 

by 35 members of her family and friends.  
        Photo – Bob Miller 

From the Archives 
The following articles are from the files of the Burlington Gazette, February 18, 1942 (74 years ago): 

 

Burlington has scored another direct hit! The Victory Loan 

Committee have announced that Burlington will be among the 

few places to be honored with a visit by Gracie Fields, that 

well-known English comedian.  Yes sir folks!  “Gracie” will be 

here in person at 4:30 shart on Thursday afternoon and will 

talk to the large number who will want to hear her over a 

loud speaker system from the library steps (on Brant St.).  She 

will be officially welcomed by Mayor J. Gordon Blair and 

introduced to the assembled gathering.   

 

 
 

Gracie Fields and dignitaries on the steps of Burlington Library,                
Burlington Gazette, 25 Feb 1942 

**** 

The town fathers have treated themselves to some new easy chairs to make the hours spent in doing town 

business more comfortable. 

**** 
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A special meeting of the ratepayers of Fisher’s Corners was held in the school last night, Feb. 17.  The problem of 

solving the crowded conditions in the school was given a great deal of discussion.  Mr. Russell Peart explained that 

over 30 pupils were now spread out in three schools in the township due to lack of accommodation in their own 

school. 

G. Hutton, Architect, presented plans for additional rooms and changes to the present building at an approximate 

cost of $19,000.  E. C. Caldwell claimed he had three children, all attending different schools. 

**** 

Archivist’s note:  Fishers Corners School, S.S. #4 was located on Peter Fisher’s farm on Guelph line.  It was 

closed in June of 1947 and replaced by Glenwood Public School.  The building was demolished ca 1956 to make 

way for the QEW.   

Joan Downey 

A Walk in Greenwood 
 

“THEY   DIED   AWAY”  and Returned to Greenwood for Burial 

Members of Burlington families have for various reasons, left for other places. It may have been for work. 

With the often large number of children born into a single household, it may have been necessary for 

sons, and some daughters, of either a business man or farmer to look 

elsewhere for their future living. 

The experience of education away from home provided the 

opportunity of independence and may have lead to contacts with 

students from other places. 

Parents, in their later years, also relocated to be closer to their 

children who had settled sometimes a long distance away.       
Photo - BHS Archives 

In more recent years, residents traveling have run into end of life health situations and have been 

returned by air to Burlington for burial, but it wasn’t always that easy when the mode of transport was 

the railway. 

In almost all of these situations, a family, and a family plot in Greenwood was awaiting their return if 

necessary. 

The reason for leaving and the cause of death are not available for some of the following residents who died 

away. 

© Peggy Armstrong 

Greeters 
Thank you to our Greeters 

November – 

Anne Wingfield 

Barry Saunders 

January –  

Dohn Nagy 

Jack Segaert 
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Outreach Report 
 

By Heather Mace 

2016 was a great year for our outreach efforts, building relationships and kicking off some exciting projects.  We 

look forward to exciting opportunities in 2017.   

Jack Segaert has kindly offered to be our project lead, filling the new position of Project Manager / Coordinator.  

Congratulations, Jack! 

Projects: 

Burlington History presentation series at the Burlington Seniors’ Centre:  Developing 6 presentations on different 

historical topics: Agriculture, Brant Inn, Communities, Brant Street, Spencer Smith - the man and the park, and 

Business/commerce..  They will be bi-weekly on Thursday, running from September 14 to November 30, 9:30 a.m. 

to 11:30 a.m.  If you are interested in being a presenter, please contact Jack. 

 

Pearl & Pine – In January, we will have the honour of recording conversations with 8 residents.  This is an 
irreplaceable source of personal stories of Burlington long ago. 
 

Community Activities 

Burlington Historical Society member Helen Callaway and a group of citizens 
with a keen interest in history recently held an Historic Kilbride Night at the 
Kilbride United Church.  The night was a great success with the church 
bursting at the seams.  Two wonderful vintage films were screened.  
Afterwards, there was coffee and conversation in the church hall.   While 
browsing the display (Joan Downey manned the BHS table), lots of stories 
were exchanged and friendships made and rekindled.  
                    

Photo: - Pat Taylor 

Mystery Photo 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another stone building.    Hmmm – I wonder 

where this one is? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Mike McDonnell for a very quick 

response.  It is indeed S.S. #10, Dakota 

Schoolhouse, built in 1862 and located at 5726 

Cedar Springs Road.  The building is now a private 

residence. 
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Heritage Dates and Events 
 

Burlington Historical Society 
 

Executive Meetings 

Tuesday, January 3, 2017 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Monday, March 6, 2017 

Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

General Meetings 

Monday, January 9, 2017 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Monday, March 12, 2017 

Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

 

Museums of Burlington 
2017 Heritage Fair  

Saturday,  February 4th, 10-3 at Central Library  

 

Family Day Festivities, Ireland House at Oakridge 

Farms, Monday, February 20th, times TBA 

 

 

 

 

Reminder – 
 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on January 9, 2017 

 

Officer Positions up for election are as follows:  President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice 

President, Treasurer, Secretary 

Paid up members in good standing can stand for nomination. Each nomination must be 

seconded by a paid up member in good standing.  Should there be six (6) nominees on the 

proposed Slate, an election by secret ballot shall be conducted.   

Burlington Historical Society Executive 

 

Officers 
(Elected) 

 

 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

 

 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
 
President  Jane Ann Newson 

1st Vice President To be announced 
2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Joan Downey 

Treasurer  Barry Saunders 
Past President Alan Harrington 

 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Newsletter Joan Downey 

Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 

Outreach  Heather Mace 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 

Century Buildings        Pat Taylor 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS –  

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search 
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Crossing the Atlantic on the Queen Mary II 

Our speaker this month is Tom Bochsler.  Through his 60 plus 

years of professional photographic career, he has captured many 

aspects of work, life and culture throughout Canada and beyond.   

Bochsler PhotoImaging, in Burlington, is celebrating 60 years this 

year, specializing in commercial photography.  Tom has also 

published a book, “The Art of Industry”, covering over 50 years 

of his work in news, commercial and industrial photography. 

Tom and his wife, Doreen made a memorable Atlantic crossing 

on the Queen Mary II and Tom will share with us his magnificent 

pictures of the voyage.   

On the long Atlantic trip the Bochslers couldn’t help but think of 

themselves as being on either the original Queen Mary or Queen 

Elizabeth in the early 1940’s as it sped in total darkness to Britain 

from North America…with more than 12 thousand troops 

aboard.  Tom’s pictures remind us that the servicemen of WWII 

didn’t have 15 restaurants, a casino, planetarium, shopping mall, 

the largest ocean going library, AND the troops had to sleep in 

bunks in shifts.   

Winston Churchill said that the two Queens acting as troop ships 

probably shortened the war by two years. 

Photo courtesy Tom Bochsler 

 

 

        

        

Drop anchor with us for a 

voyage across the Atlantic 

  Bring a friend 
 

Monday, February 13th, 7:00 pm 

Speaker:  Tom Bochsler 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Monday, March 13th 

7:00 pm 

 

Speaker:  Joan Little, Burlington Memories 
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President's Report  
 

By Jane Ann Newson 

 
February President's Report 

We started off the new year with a most interesting talk on the history on Crime Stoppers!   Our 

speaker, Cal Millar, was well prepared and explained what Crime Stoppers was, who administers 

the program, how it is funded and where Crime Stoppers began.  He also provided us with some 

Canadian statistics which were very impressive indeed.  I have listed some of these Canadian 

numbers for you:  Arrests - 188,019; Rewards Paid - $14,862,925; Property recovered - 

$521,785,995.  We were left with a sense of pride and a better knowledge of this important 

program.  Thank you Cal for sharing the story of Crime Stoppers with us!   

I thought I would tantalize your mind by sharing a few upcoming General meeting program topics 

with you!  As already indicated, in February we are 'cruising' on the Queen Mary II with Tom 

and Doreen Bochsler.  In March, Joan Little will be our guest speaker talking about Burlington 

Memories.  Who better to do this?  In April we will 

learn more about the Japanese Internment in Canada 

during WW2 with Jennifer Maruno.  To round off the 

beginning of the year in May, we have invited the 

Monarchist League of Canada as our special guests. 

It is with much excitement that we begin another new 

BHS year!  New faces around our table with new ideas 

and energies coupled with seasoned and experienced 

faces should prove for a very lively planning crew. 

 
Photo courtesy of Tom Bochsler 

Pictured left to right - Patricia Taylor, Barry 

Saunders, Elizabeth Baldwin, Ed Keenleyside, JA 

 

I have had to make a slight change to our Membership Renewal.  All renewals must be 

accompanied by a Membership Application Form.  Please ref the details in the Welcome New 

Members notice. 

Please take the time to read the other great articles of interest in our newsletter :  From the 

Archives, Heritage Updates; A Walk in Greenwood and the Outreach Report.    Don't forget 

our Mystery Photo. 

As always, I encourage you to become involved and to let us know how we are doing.  You can 

do this simply by emailing   info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and adding my name to your subject line. 

We look forward to your continued support in 2017!   
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MODERN TRANSPORTATION COMES TO BURLINGTON 

By Dorothy Turcotte:  excerpts from Burlington The Growing Years 

 “In 1936, the Cecil Norton family lived on Dundas Street, one-and-a-quarter miles west of 

Palermo.  In September of that year, their son, Grant, was ready to attend Burlington Central 

High School.  However, it was much too far to walk, and there was no public transportation.  

Cecil bought a seven-passenger Pierce-Arrow Limousine in which he planned to drive Grant and 

some of his neighbourhood friends to school. 

 At times, there were 13 

passengers packed into that 
vehicle.  Students were asked to 

pay $3 a month, but those who 

couldn’t afford to pay were never 

asked for money.  Years later, 

when they were out in the work 

force, some of these students 

visited Mr. Norton to pay for the 

months when they had ridden 

with him.  Some might never have 

gone to high school at all if it 

hadn’t been for this transportation.  Courtesy Mrs. Martin 

L to R the bus riders are:  Irving Baker, Fred Bell, Don Peer, George 

Hamilton, Grant Norton, Marion Sherwood, Alfreda Martin, Betty Dolby, 

Evelyn Peer, Marie Ireland 

 Before long, what had begun as a casual service had turned into a business.  In 1946, Cecil Norton 

bought an old army chassis and fitted it with a bus body so that more students could be picked 

up and taken to school.  The following year the school board began to pay for the bus service, 
so the Nortons purchased their first real bus – a Reo.  By this time, Cecil had been joined in the 

business by his son, Grant, and his grandsons Alan, David and Michael.” 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our Greeters: 
 

January  
Dohn Nagy & Jack Segaert 

February 
Dohn Nagy & Ross Andeerson 

Welcome New Members: 

Glen Huffman  Torey Hunt   Jack White 
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Freeman Station Update 
 

By Alan Harrington 

Another major mile"stone" in the restoration of the Freeman Station.  During the sub-zero weather 

conditions of late December 2016 - the original granite whinstones were re-installed around the base of 

the building.  The masons kept the original white mortar look and feel. One stone by the front door has 

1906 carved in it.  These are the SAME whinstones sold as a fundraiser and some are still available for 

$100 each. 
Photos courtesy Alan Harrington  

 

    

From the Archives 

Remember this building?  Did your family get their winter coal supply from Macdougall’s? 

The building is long gone and the site is now the parking lot for Smith’s Funeral Home on Brant Street. 

This week, Don Macdougall and his wife Louise generously donated the surviving company records to 

the BHS Archives.   

Included in the package is a brief genealogy and the story of 

the founding of the company. 

An interesting note, the Macdougalls are now living in 

Ottawa and while in Burlington were staying at a Bed and 

Breakfast on Hurd Avenue which was originally the Virtue                        

home.  Don’s mother’s maiden name was Virtue and his aunt 

was born in that house.    

Photo courtesy Don Macdougall 

Also of note - BHS has become the proud owner of the original painting “The Paved Paradise” by Donna 

Fratesi, a Burlington resident.  When it is displayed at our February meeting I am sure you will recognize 

it from the cover of Eleanor McMahon’s 2017 calendar.   
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A Walk in Greenwood 

 

Chapter 10                 Sea Captains & Sailors 

For many decades of the settling and growing years of Burlington and Nelson 

Township the action and interest was at the waterfront.  There were three 

wharfs at Wellington Square and others to the east and west at Port Nelson 

and what is now LaSalle Park.  The waterfront was where supplies and people 

arrived to, and goods and passengers left from. 

The waterfront also became a place of employment.  Ships were being built 

which needed men and boys to sail on them.   Often these were sons from 

the rural area who were familiar with the ships and where they were going.  

They drove regularly to the docks with their produce and lumber, ready for 

shipping to a market elsewhere on the lakes.  Some of these early residents 

had indeed, arrived here on ships, from Britain. 

Greenwood Cemetery has several markers which clearly identify former 

residents as “Capt”.         Photo BHS Archives  

©Peggy Armstrong          

Visit our website to read the complete article:  

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/Html5/OtherPages/Greenwood.html  

“WE WERE JUST DOING OUR BIT” by E. G. Keenleyside 

“On each Remembrance Day I stood wondering who each of the persons were whose names stood in 

rigid military rows on the hallowed face of the Burlington Cenotaph…….This 

book was written to  put faces and personalities to those eighty-one men and 

one woman whose names are memoralized on the Burlington Cenotaph.” 

The above is from the preface to Ed’s book.  And, put a face to those names 

is certainly what he accomplished.  His painstaking research has unearthed 

never before told stories of these heroes and painted a picture of Burlington 

life at the time of the World Wars.   

The book is available through A Different Drummer Books on Locust Street, 

from the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum gift shop and at BHS 

meetings. 

All net proceeds from the sale of the book will be split between the Legion's Poppy Fund, the Friends 

of Freeman Station and the Burlington Historical Society. 

Special Note – The author has just been elected 1st Vice President of The Burlington Historical Society.  

Welcome Ed!

Book Review 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/Html5/OtherPages/Greenwood.html
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Outreach Report 
By Heather Mace 

In January, our team grew in response to the increasing number of projects we are working on.  The 

team now includes:  Jane Ann Newson, Heather Mace, Joan Downey, Jack Segaert, Tom Bochsler, Wayne 

Murphy, and Dr. Pat Sweeny.  Thanks to all – looking forward to an exciting year. 

Burlington History Series 

We are looking for speakers who can help us bring Burlington’s history to life for our presentation series 

at the Burlington Seniors’ Centre.  They run September 14th to November 30th.  Everything will be 

provided for an informative session – you just bring yourself.  For more information, contact Jack Segaert 

at one of our General meetings. 

Sharing Memories Project 

The Pearl & Pine has been tremendously supportive of 

our initiative to meet with residents in order to capture 

their early memories of Burlington.  In January, we held 

our first meeting with eight Pearl & Pine residents.  Our 

member, Dr. Pat Sweeny has volunteered to be the 

Pearl & Pine liaison for resident interviews moving 

forward.  Thanks Pat!   

 

Heritage Fair 

The annual Heritage Fair will be on Saturday, 

February 4th, 10 am to 3 pm at the Burlington Public Library, Central Branch – theme:  the history of 

sport.  Drop by, it’s a great opportunity to meet the many organizations who help keep local history 

alive.  

Interested in participating in our outreach activities?  Contact us at info@burlingtonhistorical.ca or 

talk to any of our Board members at the General meetings. 

 

Mystery Photo 
 

February Mystery Photo 

 

Another stone building, but this one 

is definitely not a cottage – 

 

 

January Mystery Photo 

I admit to having some help from Councillor Rick Craven’s 

newsletter for this one – it is a cottage in Hidden Valley Park.  

For the full story go to 

-

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/Html5/mysteryPhoto.html  

 

 

At the Pearl & Pine – Jane Ann Newson, Pat Sweeny, Jack 

Segaert and Tom Bochsler (taking the photo) plus the residents 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/Html5/mysteryPhoto.html
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Heritage Dates and Events 
 

Burlington Historical Society 
 

General Meetings 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Monday, March 13, 2017 

Monday, April 10, 2017 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Monday, September 11, 2017 

Monday, October 16, 2017 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Museums of Burlington 
 

Heritage Fair, Saturday, February 4th, 10 am – 

3 pm at Burlington Public Library, Central 

Branch.  The theme is History of Sports in 

Burlington. 

 

Family Day Festivities, Ireland House at 

Oakridge Farms, Monday, February 20th, 

times TBA 
 

 

 

** Special Renewal Notice ** 
 

All membership renewals must be accompanied by a Membership Application Form effective 

February 1, 2017.  If information on the top portion of the form has not changed, only 

complete the Membership Dues, Volunteer and the Donation Sections.  Thank you. 

 

Jane Ann Newson – Membership 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 

 

Officers 
(Elected) 

 

 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

 

 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President  Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 

2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 

Treasurer  Barry Saunders 
 

Past President Alan Harrington 

 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Newsletter Joan Downey 
Archives  Joan Downey 

Webmaster Wayne Murphy 
Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  Heather Mace 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

 ⃝    New Member     ⃝      Renewal         

                           

⃝  Family:  $40.00        ⃝  Senior:  $25.00       ⃝  Adult:  $30.00 

     

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and 

understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  MEMBERSHIP -  

SPECIAL PROJECTS – TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) 

to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  
Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.cahttp://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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All information contained on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith and for general purposes 

Editor:  Joan Downey 

. 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Gazette 

 

 

Changes to Burlington over the past half century 
 

Our Speaker for March 13th is former Burlington 

Alderman/Councillor, engaged Citizen and columnist 

for the Hamilton Spectator, Joan Little.  

 

Joan will talk about her half century with many Boards 

and Committees, the Waterfront being the start of her 

involvement in politics, along with the Beach Strip, 
Maple Avenue and Roseland and the political things that 

made Burlington change. 

Joan’s first election to Council was in 1973.  This evolved 

into several years and many responsibilities for City and 

the Region. She co-authored a book “Let’s Talk About 

It” (Citizens Handbook on Local Government). 

In 1982 Joan was named most effective member of 

Halton’s 24 regional councillors by group of four 

reporters covering Halton. (This was a one-time "report 

card" by the press.)  She became the weekly columnist 
for Hamilton Spectator’s Burlington News in 1998 and 

in 1999, until the present Joan is the regular Hamilton 

Spectator columnist on Burlington and Halton issues.  

From 2004 to 2017 she is also the Public-At-Large 

appointee to the Niagara Escarpment Commission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Tom Bochsler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April’s speaker is Jennifer Maruno 

speaking on Japanese Internment in 

WWII  

Join us and bring a friend 

Monday, March 13, 2017 at 7 pm 

Centennial Room, Burlington Public 

Library, Central Branch 

Admission is free and so are the 

cookies 

In this issue 

President’s Report   2 

When it all Began  3 

Outreach   4 

A Walk in Greenwood 5 

Mystery Photo   5 

Freeman Station Update 6 

From the Archives  6 

Executive   7 

Heritage Dates and Events 7 

Membership and Donations 8 



2 

 

 

MARCH PRESIDENT’S REPORT  By Jane Ann Newson 

 
 

In February, we were treated to a lavish cruise on the Queen Mary II  which was named the best luxury 

cruise in January 2016 with our own BHS Director Captain Tom Bochsler at the helm. 

The history of the Cunard  and a photograph of the early war days with soldiers crowding every square 

inch of the ship was fascinating.  Captain Tom took us from New York to Southampton  and back on 

this beautifully appointed ship with every amenity  that you can possibly image and then some.  The 

mechanics alone needed to run a cruise line such as this are simply mind boggling.  Thank you Captain 

Tom and Doreen for the amazing cruise experience! 

We saluted the fine efforts of our 2017 Directors in February - 

 

Photo by Jane Ann Newson 

Tom Bochsler, Wayne Murphy, Joan Downey, 

regrettably absent Heather Mace 

 

Do you have an idea for a future General Meeting?   If so, please 

send us your idea - info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  We would be happy to include them in our 

planning efforts in the coming months. 

We also encourage you to bring along an object and share its story at one of our General Meetings.  

This segment is called SHOW & TELL.  This would be of great interest to our members and guests. 

 

We were very pleased to receive a donation of an acrylic painting 

entitled "They Paved Paradise" from the artist Donna Fratesi.  You 

may have noticed it on display at our BHS booth at the Heritage Fair 

and at our February General Meeting.  Plans are underway to hang it 

in the library so everyone can admire it. 

 

As always, we encourage you to tell us 'how we are doing" - are the selected topics and speakers 

interesting,  are the meetings in general interesting and informative?    Drop us an email placing my 

name in the Subject Line - info@burlngtonhistorical.ca.   

Jane Ann Newson 
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WHEN IT ALL BEGAN 

 

By Dorothy Turcotte:  excerpts from Burlington Memories of Pioneer Days  

“The first white men to see Burlington Bay were greatly impressed by its beauty.  The Indians had called 
this shimmering body of water Lake Macassa (“beautiful waters”), but the white men soon began 

referring to it as Lake Geneva.  

When Joseph Brant received a land grant in 1784, he chose a prime site overlooking Lake Geneva, Lake 

Ontario and the Beach Strip.  On the property’s most scenic spot, Brant built a house of cedar logs 

covered with white frame siding.  For many years the house was a landmark near the present site of 

the Joseph Brant Hospital.  

After Brant died in 1807 his friend James Gage of Stoney Creek purchased 338.5 acres from the estate.  

On this land, Gage laid out a townsite, although the land remained undeveloped in his name until the 

1820s, when he began to transfer lots to his sons.  

In 1806 part of Nelson Township was finally purchased from the Mississauga Indians, surveyed and made 

available to settlers.  This land extended from the lake to two concessions north of Dundas Street.  In 

1817 another survey was made.  This was called “the New Survey,” and it extended north to the present 

Derry Road.  All of this land was 

eagerly sought by settlers 

because it was so conveniently 

located near Lake Ontario, was 

excellent for farming, and many 

sites had spectacular views of 

the lake and the escarpment.  

Settlers farming this land soon 

needed access to markets to 

sell their produce.  Brant Street 

and the Guelph Line were two 
of the main roads providing 

easy routes to the lake.  At the 

bottom of each, docks and 

warehouses sprang up.  Before 

long, both communities were 

regular stopping places for lake schooners.    Photo – BHS Archives 

Until the official opening of the Burlington Canal in 1832, the village of Wellington Square at the foot 

of Brant Street was a more important port than Hamilton.  At times there was congestion on both 

Brant Street and the Guelph Line as farm wagons lined up all the way from the lakeshore to Middle 

Road waiting to deliver their grain and other produce at the docks.  

In 1873 the villages of Wellington Square and Port Nelson petitioned the government for incorporation 

as the village of Burlington.  The foundation was laid for the development of today’s modern city.”
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OUTREACH   By Heather Mace 

Heritage Fair 

A big thank you to Joan Downey and Patricia Taylor for manning our booth on February 4th.  As well, 

much appreciation goes to Peggy Armstrong, Jack Segaert, and Jane Ann Newson for their invaluable 

assistance. Many interested visitors drop by to chat and pick up pamphlets, newsletters, and watch our 

video.   

Sharing Memories Project 

Currently preparing for our first interviews at the Pearl and Pine 

scheduled for late February.  We have several residents 

interested in participating, which is very encouraging.  We are 

prepared with a list of thought-provoking questions to help 

gather valuable insight and information while putting our guests 

are at ease to share their personal stories.   

St. Christopher’s Anglican Church Men’s Group 

Scheduled for April 24th, Jane Ann will speak for 20 to 40 minutes on the history of agriculture in 

Burlington.  The presentation will take the audience through the years of extensive farming (both the 

business and social life) that became the backbone of Burlington’s identity then and our roots of today.  

Joan Downey will be on hand to provide information about BHS. 

Burlington Seniors’ Centre – History Presentations  

All 6 lesson topics are well underway - Agriculture, Brant Inn of Old, Brant Street, Spencer Smith - the 

Man and the Park, Villages of Burlington, Businesses and Commercial Enterprises.  They are scheduled 

to begin in September this year.   

Website 

It is still under construction; however, we are almost there and will share with everyone as soon as we 

launch.   

 

Thank you to our February greeters: 

 

Dohn Nagy and Ross Anderson 

Our March greeters will be: 

 

Dohn Nagy and Mike McDonnell 

Interested in participating in our outreach activities? We are always looking for 

enthusiastic members to volunteer for Research, Speaking, Writing to name a few.   

 

Do you know of an outreach opportunity for BHS?  All ideas are welcome 

 

Contact us at info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  or talk to any of our Board members at the 

General meetings. 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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A Walk in Greenwood by Peggy Armstrong   
 

Chapter 11                 Some Women Who Made a Difference  

March 8th is International Women’s Day.  In this chapter of A Walk in Greenwood we are giving 

recognition to a few of Burlington’s women who, through their circumstances, determination, talent, 

intellect and adventuresome spirit, among other individual attributes, were able to accomplish what 

perhaps other women could never see as a possibility.  Included in this chapter are: Margaret Graham, 

our town Bell Ringer; Emily Williamson, 

first female lawyer in Burlington; Alice 

Peck, artist; and, Margaret Peart who 

pushed nursing to the limit.  Not included 

in detail is Ariel Shapland, later Cleaver.  

Ariel at age 17, entered and won a contest 

to design a crest for the Town of 

Burlington.  The year was 1913 and her 

design stood for fifty years, when it was 

somewhat modified – quite a legacy for a 

young woman!            Photo from Pathway to Skyway Revisited, p79 – Clare Emery Machan  

Visit our website to read about these amazing women!  www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

MYSTERY PHOTO 

Please visit the website for larger photos and a writeup on last month’s photo 
March Mystery Photo 

 

We have a special request this month which came to us via Halton 

Region.  This photograph was received from a member of the 

Thompson family.  The researcher thinks it was taken in front of a 

school, around 

1915.  I have only 

been able to 

locate brick 

schoolhouses 

which were built, 

in many cases, to 

replace a burned 

down wooden 

building.   

 

Do you have any old family photos which may identify the location 

where this photo was taken?  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  

 

February Mystery Photo 

The very imposing stone building is 

Nelson House.  The photo is from 

the 1877 Atlas of Halton County.  

To read more about Nelson 

Township and Nelson House, 

please go to our website.  

 

We had 2 members correctly 

identify this photo: 

Warren McCrea & Mike 

McDonnell. 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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FREEMAN STATION UPDATE  By Alan Harrington 

 

Mr. Freeman Barber was born April 7, 1883 near Guelph.  He lived near Stratford and worked with the 

railway until moving to Buffalo in the 1930's. On April 2 1967 he died.  He was cremated where his ashes 

were left in a box on a desk in New York State for 49 years. 

 

In 2016, the custodian decided to search who these ashes belonged to? He discovered they belonged to 

an Ontario family and arrangements were made to have the ashes buried in the Barber plot at 

the Stratford cemetery.  Last summer, Freeman Barber was finally reunited with his family.   

 

Coincidentally, in December 2016 - the Freeman Station 

chanced upon a railway item on  

EBay and purchased it.  The item: Freeman Barber's original 

framed Grand Trunk Railway Locomotive Engineer 

Certificate #737 signed and dated Oct 1 1907. 

 

Freeman Barber's great nephew has accepted our invitation to 

visit the station and mount his great uncle's license on the 

Station Agents Office wall. 

        
          Photo by Alan Harrington   

Why was he named "Freeman"? The Barber family was familiar with Burlington in the 1800's and liked 

the name Freeman. 

 

Google the story "Freeman Barber" on CBC or USA Today's websites.  

NOTE:  for a larger view of this certificate click here 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/Files/2017/03/Grand%20trunk%20cert.jpg  

 

NOTES FROM THE ARCHIVES   By Joan Downey 

From the Burlington Gazette 100 years ago (March 1917) 
Two automobiles got stuck in the mud on Elizabeth 

Street on Sunday morning and the occupants were 

obliged to walk to church. 

From the Burlington Gazette 90 years ago 

(March 1927) 

The Virtue Motor Co. have been appointed dealers for 

the General Motors Corporation and will specialize in 

Chevrolet cars.  The newest models are now on display 

in their showrooms. 

Thank you to Peggy Armstrong for her continued  Virtue Motors, Lakeshore & Locust, 1930 

Research in the Burlington Gazette.      Photo – BHS Archives 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/Files/2017/03/Grand%20trunk%20cert.jpg
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Heritage Dates and Events 
 

Burlington Historical Society 
 

General Meetings @ 7:00 pm 

Monday, March 13, 2017 

Monday, April 10, 2017 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Monday, September 11, 2017 

Monday, October 16, 2017 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

 

Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Museums of Burlington 
Sp’egg ‘tacular Easter Event 

Sunday, April 9, 2017 from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

At Ireland House Museum 

 

2017 Halton Heritage Network Conference 
Thursday, April 6, 2017 from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

In the Royal Botanical Gardens Auditorium 

To register:  www.hrhsmakingheritagehappen.com  

 

ON United Empire Loyalist Day 
Friday, June 19, 2017 at 6:00 pm 

At Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre, Hamilton 

To register:  glohoward@rogers.com  

 

 

** March Membership Notice ** 
 

Please be advised that your membership renewals for 2017 are now due.  All membership 

renewals must be accompanied by a  2017 Membership Form with the top half of this form 

completed.  Your renewal notice can be sent via mail or brought to the March 13th General 

meeting. 

Thank you. 

Jane Ann Newson – Membership 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 

 

Officers 
(Elected) 

 

 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

 

 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President  Jane Ann Newson 

1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 
2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 

Treasurer  Barry Saunders 

 
Past President Alan Harrington 

 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Newsletter Joan Downey 

Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 
Membership Jane Ann Newson 

Outreach  Heather Mace 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 

Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

http://www.hrhsmakingheritagehappen.com/
mailto:glohoward@rogers.com
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

⃝    New Member        ⃝    Renewal 

                           

⃝  Family:  $40.00        ⃝  Senior:  $25.00       ⃝  Adult:  $30.00 

     
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  MEMBERSHIP -  

SPECIAL PROJECTS – TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General 

Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 
www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca     http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search 

 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search
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The Burlington Historical Society 

Gazette 

 

 

 

 

When the Cherry Blossoms Fell    

Canada’s Japanese Internment Camps  

Speaker: Jennifer Maruno 

 
The Sakura cherry tree walkway at Spencer Smith 

Park, and the Clock at City Hall are reminders of the 

long relationship shared between Burlington and 

Itabashi, our twin city in Japan. 

 

Now discover another part of Canada's history with 

Japan from Jennifer Maruno and her story during 

World War II, “When the Cherry Blossoms Fell”. 

 

Told through the eyes of nine-year-old Michiko 

Minagawa, a family’s ordeal starting in 1942 as they 

suffer the loss of their home, possessions, and 

respect. The family want to be proud of her Japanese 

heritage, but can’t. Canada is at war. 

 

Jennifer Maruno was for 35 years a 

teacher, lecturer and elementary 

school principal.  Her work can be 

found at TVO, The Peel District 

School Board and children’s 

magazines in Canada, Britain and 

the United States. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information contained on our website, 

newsletters and publications is printed 

in good faith and for general purposes. 

 

Join us and bring a friend 
 

Monday, April 10, 2017, 7:00 pm 

Burlington Central Library 

  

Speaker:  Jennifer Maruno 

Next Meeting 
 

Monday, May 8, 2017 
 

Speaker:  Mr. Cian Horrobin from the 

Monarchist League of Canada 

 

In this issue 
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Early Settlers      3 

Vimy Ridge article     4 

Freeman Station Update     5 
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Mystery Photo      7 

Heritage Dates & Events     7 
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President's Report   Jane Ann Newson 

 

 An explanation as to why our March 

Gazette was sent out twice - the reason was due to the changeover to our new website coupled with 

the link shown in the first release no longer working.  Happily this issue was corrected!  Thank you to 

those who reported the problem.  Thank you to those who made the correction too! 

Cancellation Notice on our March 13th General Meeting - As previously indicated thru a separate email, 

the library closed at 6:30pm due to the snow storm.  We took immediate steps to notify our email 

members and to reschedule.  We apologize for this need to cancel but we had no choice as the library 

closed. 

As indicated in our February edition of the Gazette, we are encouraging members to provide their 

IDEAS for future General Meeting topics and to bring along an object for SHOW & TELL!  It is 

very important to us that you have a say as to our programming efforts.  Drop us an email - info@ 

buringtonhistorical.ca with your IDEA and/or offer to be part of our new segment entitled 

SHOW & TELL. 

 

Joan Little very graciously agreed to come and speak 

at our rescheduled meeting on March 20th!  Joan's visit 

was much anticipated and she didn't disappoint!   As one 

of our considered experts on Burlington with a "political" 

flair, she aptly answered many questions.  We were 

fortunate to have Joan share her personal take on 

situations that our community faces and reasons why 

things happen as they do in Burlington.  Thank you  Joan! 

 

Pictured are Joan Little and Member Doreen Bochsler 
Photo courtesy Jane Ann Newson



3 

 

Early Settlers of the Burlington Area 

 

  
 by Dorothy Turcotte:  excerpts from Burlington Memories of Pioneer Days 
 

THE ALTON FAMILY 
  

“The village of Appleby received its name from Appleby, Westmoreland, in England, the home of several 

of its pioneer families.  Thomas Alton came in 1819, the Breckons in 1830, and the Fothergills in 1837. 

  

When Thomas Alton arrived, he was 24 years old and had 75 pounds in his pocket.  He first rented 40 

acres of land in Nelson Township.  In 1822 he married Charlotte Cleaver and applied for a Crown 

grant.  His land was on the north side of Middle Road, the second lot west of Appleby Line.  An 

industrious man, Thomas soon bought 

the farm to the east and later purchased 

other parcels of land until he owned 

1,250 acres. 

  

Thomas and Charlotte had 16 children 

and eventually were related by marriage 

to many of the best-known local 

families, including the Clines, the 

Breckons, the Blanchards, the 

Stephensons, the Walkers, the Bells, the 

Cummings, the Tansleys, the Atkinsons, 

the Woods and the Springers.”  

         
 

           The Alton Farm, ca 1860                  Photo – BHS Archives 
 

Editor’s note:  The Thomas & Charlotte Alton House was designated under the Ontario Heritage Act 

in 2007, amended in 2008. The property owners were awarded a Restoration Heritage Award in 2009. 

Its address is now 3215 Settlement Court, Burlington.   Much of the present Alton community is built 

on what was once Alton farm land.   

 

 

 

 

Ron and Faye Zsadany  
 

 Willoughby Patterson 
 

F. David Woodward 
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Vimy Ridge is 100 Years Old in April 2017 

By Ed Keenleyside 

 

The year was 1917.  It was 11:30 PM on Easter Sunday, April 8th, the weather was a bit chilly at just 

below freezing and the night was clear with almost a full moon. It was very quiet in the small Town of 

Burlington.  Most of its 2,000 citizens were about to go to bed. Almost 4,000 miles away, in France, the 

story was much different.  It was 5:30 in the morning and it was already Easter Monday, April 9th.  All 

four Canadian Army Divisions were massed near Arras, France, at the base of Vimy Ridge, and all was 

not quiet.  For the past seven days Canadians' big guns had fired over a million heavy shells at fortified 

enemy defenses.  The Canadian troops had been ordered to do what had already cost over 100,000 

French casualties.   

April 8th had been planned as the start of our assault, but bad weather delayed the action.  On Easter 

Monday it was decided not to wait any longer.  Despite sleet, snow and driving winds our boys began 

the attack.  Luckily the wind was at the Canadians backs, driving the precipitation into the faces of the 

defenders.  Months of wet weather had turned this battlefield into a quagmire.  But still we advanced - 

inch by inch; foot-by-foot we climbed that hill.  Morning gave way to afternoon and then turned to 

evening - the roar of guns was relentless.   

Late that night we succeeded where others had failed - we were in control of all 7 km of that ridge.  We 

paused only long enough to realize how strategic that high ground was - you could see in all directions 

for miles.  During the next 3 days we solidified 

our position and counted the carnage - over 

10,500 Canadians were killed or wounded. 

That victory has been celebrated for 100 years 

as one of the most important moments in 

Canada’s 150-year history.  As we celebrate 

today’s achievements and look optimistically 

towards the future, let us not forget our past.  

On July 26, 1936 the poignant memorial, 

designed by Walter Allward and shown here, 

was unveiled.   

 Photo – Tom Bochsler 

Burlington men played an important role in the Battle of Vimy Ridge. Their stories will be told in the 

November 2017 BHS Gazette. 
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A Walk in Greenwood   Peggy Armstrong 

Chapter 12   Brant Street Merchants 

Quite early in the development of the village of Wellington Square, Businesses began to open on Brant 

Street, especially those that catered to individual household needs.  The mill and wharf activity was 

serviced for a long time on Water Street, however, in later years it became the site for gas stations, car 

dealership and repair shops. 

I have chosen to profile five merchants on 

Brant Street this month, most of which you 

may have shopped at if you were a resident 

of Burlington during the 1950 to 1980 time.  

We follow the businesses of a shoe store, 

bakery, jeweler, hardware store and a grocer.   

Visit our website to read about these 

Burlington merchants:  

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca  

© Peggy Armstrong 

 

Photo:  BHS Archives 

 

 

Freeman Station Update  Alan Harrington 

 

 

 

 

 

Freeman station is in hibernation this 

month and will return in May.  

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
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Outreach Report   Heather Mace  

 

Sharing Memories Project  

We had four very successful interviews with residents at Pearl and Pine Retirement Residence.  Our 

interviewers (Tom Bochsler and Jack Segaert) helped the participants feel comfortable, making the 

sharing of their personal stories enjoyable.  The interviews were recorded and are in the process of 

being transcribed.  These will be on our website and housed in our Archives along with several images 

provided by the residents.  Topics included Burlington’s successful defeat of amalgamation into Hamilton, 

the first lighting of the Skyway bridge, to name two.  Each interviewee received a BHS embroidered tote 

bag as a thank you for their participation.   

St. Christopher’s Anglican Church Men’s Group 

This presentation has been rescheduled to April 24th.  The topic is still Burlington’s farming past and its 

effect on business and social life.  

Burlington Seniors’ Centre – History Presentations  

As we developed the lesson topics, our researchers found such a wealth of information for the Villages 

of Burlington, it warranted two sessions.  As a result, we will combine Brant Street with Businesses and 

Commercial Enterprises.  The other three remain the same:  Agriculture, Brant Inn of Old, and Spencer Smith 

- the Man and the Park.  First session will be in September.   

Website 

At last!  We launched our new website March 13th.  It is still accessible at www.burlingtonhistorical.ca; 

however, what you will see is something much more user friendly and better represents who we are as 

an organization.  We will continue to bring older material online as time permits.  We encourage you to 

go in and take a look.  Let us know your thoughts.  Hope you enjoy! 

Interested in participating in our outreach activities? We are always looking for enthusiastic 

members to volunteer for Research, Speaking, Writing to name a few.   

 
Do you know of an outreach opportunity for BHS?  All ideas are welcome 

 

Contact us at info@burlingtonhistorical.ca or talk to any of our Board members at the General 

Meetings. 
        

 

 

 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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Heritage Dates and Events 

Burlington Historical       

Society 
General Meetings 

Time:  7:00 pm 

Location:  Burlington Central 

Library 

 

Monday, April 10, 2017 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Monday, September 11, 2017 

Monday, October 16, 2017 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Museums of Burlington 
Sp’egg ‘tacular Easter Event 
Sunday, April 9th, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm, Ireland House Museum 
Mother’s Day Tea 
Saturday, May 13th – 3 sittings: 11:00; 1:00 & 3:00 
Ireland House Museum 
*tickets must be purchased in advance - $40 /Age restriction 12+ 
 

ON United Empire Loyalist Day 
June 19th, 6:00 pm at Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre, Hamilton 
To register:  glohoward@rogers.com  

 

Mystery Photo 
      Photo BHS Archives 

Although there is a resemblance, this is not a 
hobbit house.  It was not the only one and 

has long since been demolished.  Any ideas? 

 

Unfortunately we may never know for certain 
where this schoolhouse (or church hall) was.   

Go to the website to see member Warren 

McCrea’s comments. 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 

 

Officers 
(Elected) 

 

 
Directors 
(Appointed) 

 

 
Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President  Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 
2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 

Secretary  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer  Barry Saunders 
 

Past President Alan Harrington 

 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Newsletter Joan Downey 
Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  Heather Mace 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

mailto:glohoward@rogers.com
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

  Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS –  

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search 
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          May 2017  Volume 13, Issue 5 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Gazette 

 

 

What role does royalty have in modern Canada ? 
 

Cian Horrobin of The Monarchist League of Canada is our guest 

speaker for May.   

 

The Monarchist League of Canada is a non-profit patriotic 

society formed in 1970 to 

support Canada's 

constitutional monarchy.  Cian 

is a very passionate spokesman 

and will share his knowledge 

on the subject.  The timing is 

excellent as Canada celebrates 

Queen Victoria's birthday, 

and 2017 marks Queen 

Elizabeth's Sapphire 

Jubilee, her 65th year 

of reign. 

 

Burlington has long held a link to royalty since our founder Joseph 

Brant met with King George III in 1785. The Royal Botanical 

Gardens, The Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW Highway); even the 

crown atop the Halton Police crest are just a few of the reminders 
of the existence of royalty in our city.  

 

In addition, to celebrate Canada 150 the City of Burlington is 

championing 150 neighbourhood events under the banner "Love 

My Hood".  The BHS is pleased to participate in this program 

during our regular May meeting with a tribute to our head of state.  

 

 

 

Photos courtesy Monarchist 

League of Canada  

 

A Celebration! 

 

Monday, May 8th, 2017, 7:00 pm 

At Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

 

Speaker:  Mr. Cian Horrobin from the 

Monarchist League of Canada 

Next Meeting 
 

Monday, September 11, 2017 

 

Speaker:  David Hobden 

Topic:      Where’s Merton? 
 

 

In this issue 

President’s Report     2 

The Freeman Family     3 

Mystery Photo      3 

Freeman Station Update     4 

From the Archives                4 

Heritage Burlington     5  

A Walk in Greenwood     5 

Outreach Report      6 

Heritage Dates & Events     7 

Membership & Donations     8 
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President's Report   Jane Ann Newson 

 

 

It is always special for me and hopefully you as well, when our 

General Meeting speakers bring great topics of interest and are 

enthusiast, knowledgeable and captured your attention too!    

Jennifer Maruno was no exception as she was very informed and 

very interesting and also took time to answer many questions from 

the audience.  Our BHS Program Committee have done a fine job of 

researching and arranging for our speakers each month!  Good work 

Program TEAM!   

While on the subject of General Meeting speakers, we now able to 

confirm our September, October and November speaker lineup: 

September 11th -  David Hobden - "Where's Merton" 

October 16th -  Burlington Fire Department "Fire Department 

history" 

November 13th - Burlington Teen Tour Band " History of the BTTB"      Photo courtesy Alan Harrington 

We are very pleased to announce that at our May 8th General 

Meeting, we will also be celebrating Canada150!  Who says that 

you can't have a great speaker - Cian Horrobin from the 

Monarchist League of  Canada -  and have your cake too! 

As May is our last General Meeting before the summer break, may we take time to wish you all a 

wonderful, safe summer!  See you on September 11th. 

Thank you for your continue support!  Again,  I encourage you to email  us at 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca should you have any questions, suggestions or comments! 

Historically speaking - JA  

  

 

 Welcome New Members 

 
No NEW members joined BHS this period but many renewed    

their memberships for 2017 and for that we THANK YOU! 

Please refer to Page 8 of this month's Gazette for a 2017   

Membership Application - NEW or RENEWAL!   
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FREEMAN FAMILY 
By Dorothy Turcotte:  excerpt from Burlington Memories of Pioneer Days 

  

“For many years the little community around Brant Street and Plains Road was known as Freeman.  It 

was an apt name, for the Freeman family had a close association with this intersection from Wellington 

Square’s earliest days. 

  

Joshua, son of William and Jerusha Freeman, in 1818 found the property he wanted in the northern 

section of Brant’s Block, and he purchased it from the Mordens.  A homestead was built on the northeast 

corner of Brant Street and the road to York (now Plains Road).  Later his son Joshua inherited the 

homestead and its land, while another son, Joseph, was given property on the northwest corner of the 

intersection.  Both farmed there for many years. 

  

Around the turn of this century, Freeman 

included the railway station, a hardware store, a 

basket factory, a chemical company, a general 

store and a post office.  The post office used the 

Freeman postmark until 1952.  There was also a 

high-class boarding house, famous for its good 

food, known first as Renton’s , then as Freeman 

House. 

  

Many members of the Freeman family have served 

the city well, both in its infancy and now that it is 
a mature community.” 
 

The Freeman Homstead – Photo: BHS Archives 

 

 Mystery Photo 
May Mystery Photo 

This photo from 

our archives is 

kind of small.  

The website has 

a larger image. 

 

The photo  is 

identified as 

“Men’s Baseball 

Team”.  It was 

taken at Lion’s 

Club Park on Martha, no date indicated.  The team 

sponsor, Jack de Graf is the man in the fedora in the 

back row.    

Can you i.d. the men?  Did the team have a name?  

Who was Jack de Graf? 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  

April Mystery Photo – 

There were a number of correct responses 

for this one 

which is a kiln 

at the now 

demolished 

National 

Fireproofing 

plant 

(NATCO) in 

Aldershot.  Visit the website for more 

information.   

Thank you to Mike McDonnell for taking 

the time to get a photo of the plaque which 

is the only reminder of the plant. 

 

I think that one was too easy! 

 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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The volunteer labourers are hard at work getting as much done at the Station as possible before July 

1st,  Canada150 Day.   
 

Station interior : 

Basement: Awaiting permit approvals so the gravel and concrete can be poured. Because  concrete emits 

a lot of moisture while setting, the hardwood on the main floor, can only be installed after the 

concrete has set. 

Waiting room: All done except for new wide hardwood oak floor boards 

being prepared to look as they would in 1906. 

Agent's Office:  The original maple floor has been reinstalled and only 

needs sanding and a finish. 

Baggage Room: Our skilful carpentry crew has completed all the 

woodworking with the exception of the floor and baseboard. Walls and 

trim are now ready for painting. 

Portico - The team has secured planed pine lumber to make further 

interior window and door trim for the portico. 

Exterior Annex: 1 X 4 clapboard siding material is on hand to complete the 

small east exterior wall.  Then a coat of paint on the exterior north side. 
 

....and our Whistle Post is in the ground.  The W warned the locomotive 

engineer the next level crossing was 1/4 mile ahead and to sound the 

whistle.               Photo courtesy Alan Harrington 

 

From the Archives    Joan Downey 

 

Our member from the North (Derry Road), Ruth Taylor rescued a wonderful photo for us.  It is a 

panoramic photo of the Appleby School, S.S. #3, Old Boys and Girls Reunion, 4 July 1931.  The glass was 

broken and where missing the dust was thick but now it has been cleaned up and mounted and you can 

see it on display at our meeting, along with other memorabilia from that event which took place 86 years 

ago!  Thank you, Ruth. 

We also had a visit from Shirley Hobden who is in charge of the Archives at Tansley 

United Church on Walker’s Line.  Shirley brought us a wonderful old, leather bound 

bible.  On the front page is inscribed “J.P. McQuarrie, The Manse, Tansley, Jan’y 20, 

1895”.  So - - Tansley had a cemetery and a Manse.  Does anyone have any 

information about a Tansley church from that time period? 

Then Ron & Beverley Oakley (nee Peart) brought us a box (!) of research information gathered by the 

late Miller Peart.  It was his wish that this be passed on to BHS.  As it is sorted some of the information 

will be shared.   

And, one last thing – our  secretary / 50/50  ticket seller / archives volunteer, Pat Taylor has been 

recognized by the province for 45 years of volunteering with Cystic Fibrosis Canada.      Congratulations 

Pat  -  a well deserved accolade!

Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 
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Heritage Burlington    
 

Burlington Properties Recognized for Heritage Values 

Heritage Burlington was pleased that Council approved designation of three properties recommended 

by the committee. In accordance with our belief that designation is most valuable when supported by 

owners, each property was proposed by its owner and subsequently assessed by experts. The properties 

are varied in location and attributes. 327 Townsend Rd., the Joshua Filman House circa 1895, is a rare 

example of a Queen Anne Style dwelling in Burlington; 436 Burlington Ave. circa 1914 is known as the 

Toronto and Niagara Power Company Office and House; 497 Martha St. is an Edwardian brick house 

circa 1927, important in supporting the character of the area. The owners are eligible for tax rebates 

that will support their efforts to maintain these properties for the benefit of our community.  

 497 Martha Street   

 Photo: Marianne Meed Ward, 2016 

327 Townsend, Filman House  436 Burlington Avenue,  

Photo: BHS Digital Collection, c 1974                  Toronto & Niagara Power Company  

     Photo:  BHS Digital Collection, c 2012 

 

 A Walk in Greenwood    Peggy Armstrong 

Chapter 13 - Men of the Cloth 

I have, so far, identified 20 ministers who have been laid to rest in Greenwood Cemetery.  The majority, 

by far, were Baptist, Methodist or United Church ministers.  I did not expect to find Anglican ministers 

here because of the burial grounds beside St. Luke’s Anglican Church, however, Greenwood does have 

one former Anglican minister and he was a Bishop.  It seems a little unusual, however, that I have found 

no markers for Presbyterian ministers in this cemetery. 

Six of Greenwood’s ministers are interred in the front, east side of the old 

section of the cemetery.  In fact, three are close to one another in block 23. 

Some of these reverend gentlemen did not even serve a church in this 

community, but found it a desirable place in which to retire.  I have chosen a 

mix of the faiths to profile, dependent on information found available concerning 

their careers and the time spent in Burlington. 

Because of the large number of ministers in Greenwood, I will continue with 

them in the next chapter of A Walk in Greenwood. 

Photo:  BHS Archives 
Visit our  website to read about these “Men of the Cloth” who resided for a while in Burlington and may 

have served in our churches.   www.burlingtonhistorical.ca

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
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 Outreach Report   Heather Mace 

 

Sharing Memories Project 

We are in the process of preparing for our next set of interviews at the 

Pearl and Pine.  Our last interviews are being transcribed, providing us with 

both an audio and written copy for our archives; this will allow us to 

effectively share the fascinating insight with the community.   

St. Christopher’s Anglican Church Men’s Group 

On schedule for April 24th.  Jane Ann Newson will be presenting and Joan Downey will be assisting.  We 

look forward to sharing the results in the next Gazette.  

Burlington Seniors’ Centre – History Presentations  

Presentation development is on schedule.  Topics are: Villages of Burlington (2 dates – Part 1 and 2), 

Businesses and Commercial Enterprises, Agriculture, Brant Inn of Old, and Spencer Smith - the Man and the 

Park.  They will be held on every second Thursday:  September 14th and 28th, October 12th and 26th, and 

November 9th and 23rd. 

Website 

We announced the launch of our new website at the March 20th General Meeting and hope you have 

had the time to go in and check it out.  As mentioned, Wayne Murray - our Web Master - is in the 

process of activating links and adding background information where necessary.   

As members, this is your site and we want to be sure your input is heard so please don’t hesitate to 

contact us at info@burlingtonhistorical.ca with any thoughts or questions.   

Interested in participating?  Do you know of an outreach opportunity?  Contact us at 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca or talk to any of our Board members at the General Meetings. 

 

 

Greeters 
Thank you to our April Greeters 

 

Our smiling and cheerful 

Greeters at April's General 

Meeting were: 

 

Elizabeth Baldwin 

Jacquie Poppe 
 

 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith and for general purposes. 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
 

Officers 
(Elected) 

 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President  Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 

2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 

Treasurer  Barry Saunders 
 

Past President Alan Harrington 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Newsletter Joan Downey 
Archives  Joan Downey 

Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  Heather Mace 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

Heritage Dates and Events 
 

 
17 Sites covering areas: Nelson - Lowville - Downtown – Aldershot 

• Burlington's Best Awards - May 11th at the RBG 

Tickets $35/ 

• Annual Jane's Walk - May 8th  - Downtown Burlington 

Free 

• Museums of Burlington 

Mother's Day Tea - Saturday May 13th 

Tickets $40/ and must be purchased in advance 

 

Burlington Historical Society 
 

General Meetings         Location – Burlington Public Library, Central Branch, 7:00 pm 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Monday, September 11, 2017 

Monday, October 16, 2017 

Monday, November 13, 2017 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

  Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

  Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS –  

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca       http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search 
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       Summer 2017  Volume 13, Issue 6 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Gazette 

 

 

 

Where’s Merton? 

You may be aware there was a Merton in Trafalgar Township in 

the early 1880s which stretched east and north from what is now 

the intersection of the QEW and Bronte Road.    

However, while researching Canada’s records for post offices and 

postmasters in Library and Archives Canada records, our 

September speaker, David Hobden, found reference to a Merton 

in Nelson Township. It had a post office from 1852 until 1859.  

Unfortunately,  the record gave no location for the village.  This 
led to more research with Merton finally located on a map from 

1858.  

Don’t miss this chance to find out where Merton was located and 

to learn more about early postal history. 

Our speaker, David Hobden, was born 

in Blind River Ontario and raised in 

Oakville and Burlington.  

Canadian History is a consuming passion 

for our David. His principle research 

area is early Canadian Military history. 

His collecting interest, beyond early 

Canadian military correspondence, 

includes the postal history of Halton 

County, concentrating on the pioneering 

period between 1815 and 1860.  
Photo courtesy of Bob Chambers 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Information contained on our website, 
newsletters and publications 

Is printed in good faith and for general 

purposes. 
 

Join us and bring a friend 
 

Monday, Sept 11th, 2017 

7:00 pm 

Topic:  Where’s Merton? 

Speaker:  David Hobden 

October Meeting 
 

Monday, Oct. 16th, 2017 

Topic:  History of the Burlington Fire 

Department 

Don’t miss this one!   

In this issue 

President’s Report     2 

Alton Family      3 

Mystery Photo      3 

From the Archives     4 

Walk in Greenwood     5 

Outreach Report      5 

Freeman Station Update     6 

Heritage Burlington Update   7 

Heritage Dates & Events     7 

BHS Executive      7 

Membership & Donations     8 
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Sixty seven members and guests joined us at our recent May General Meeting.  

Our featured speaker , Cian Horrobin , from The Monarchist League of Canada 

was very well received and held everyone's attention with his presentation.  Thank 

you Cian! 

          Photo courtesy of  

Alan Harrington 

 

As our May General Meeting 

was the last one until 

September, we had a "double" 

celebration - "love your Hood" 

plus a great speaker and topic.  

Everyone got involved and here 

is proof of what transpired after the meeting to 

honour an early Canada 150 gathering.      

 

Photo courtesy of Tom Bochsler 

Many thanks to Joy McIntosh and June Teague and Ed Keenleyside  

and Alan Harrington for making this early Canada 50 event happen!  

                   Photo courtesy of JA 

On behalf of the BHS Executive, I wish you all a truly wonderful 

summer!  See you on September 11th! 

Historically – JA 

 

   Welcome to our newest 

   Member, Barbara Bolton 
 

 

 

Our May Greeters were 

Jackie Poppe & Ed Keenleyside 
 

 

President's Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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THE ALTON FAMILY 

 By Dorothy Turcotte:  excerpts from Burlington Memories of Pioneer Days 

 

“The village of Appleby received its name from Appleby, Westmoreland, in England, the home of several 

of its pioneer families.  Thomas Alton came in 1819, the Breckons in 1830, and the Fothergills in 1837. 

  

When Thomas Alton arrived, he was 24 years old and had 75 pounds in his pocket.  He first rented 40 

acres of land in Nelson Township.  In 1822 

he married Charlotte Cleaver and applied 

for a Crown grant.  His land was on the 

north side of Middle Road, the second lot 

west of Appleby Line.  An industrious man, 

Thomas soon bought the farm to the east 

and later purchased other parcels of land 

until he owned 1,250 acres.  

 

 Thomas and Charlotte had 16 children and 

eventually were related by marriage to 

many of the best-known local families, 

including the Clines, the Breckons, the 

Blanchards, the Stephensons, the Walkers, 

the Bells, the Cummings, the Tansleys, the 

Atkinsons, the Woods and the Springers.”  
   Photo BHS Archives 

Editor’s note:  The Thomas Alton Homestead was designated under the Ontario Heritage Act in 2007, 

amended in 2008. The property owners were awarded a Restoration Heritage Award in 2009.   The 

present day Alton community has been established on land which was once owned by the Alton family. 

 

  Mystery Photo 
 

Summer Mystery Photo 

Built in 1873 as a private home, in later years 

it served a public function. 

 

 

May Mystery Photo 

No guesses?  Did you have a look at the larger image 

on the website? 
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From the Archives   Joan Downey 

In the May issue of the Gazette, I questioned the existence of a Manse at Tansley.  This explanation 

comes from the 100th Anniversary Church History of St. Paul’s – 1922.   

In 1886, a manse was built at Tansley by the parishioners of St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Dundas 

Street.  The lot was donated by Mr. Edwin Dalton, and was 

situated close to the Tansley railroad crossing and directly 

opposite the old Tansley Post Office.  Rev. J. P. McQuarrie 

served at St. Paul’s from about 1890 to 1899.  It is unknown 

under what circumstances he obtained the bible, however, he 

must have gifted it to the manse when he departed.   

Note:  the original St. Paul’s was located at 3318 Dundas Street, 

between Walker’s & Guelph Lines.  The building has been for 

sale for some time.         Photo – BHS Archives 

***** 

Summer news from the Burlington Gazette, 10 May 1939   

Russell Peart is turning his barn floor into a dance floor for dancing every Saturday night throughout 

the summer.  Phil Gage and his orchestra will open the season on Saturday, May 27th.  Watch for 

advertisement next week. 

This advertisement was in the Burlington Gazette, 17 May 1939 

 

will be held in 

Ye Olde Barn 

1-1/2 miles north of Burlington 

At Fisher’s Corners, Highway 25 

Every Saturday Night 

Opening May 27th 

With Phil Gage’s Orchestra 

Good Floor 

Dancing 8 to 12 standard time 

Admission 25¢ 

Russell Peart, Prop. 

 

The Maples, ca 1902, BHS Archives 
Unfortunately, we don’t have a photo of the barn
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A Walk in Greenwood   Peggy Armstrong 

Chapter 14    Men of the Cloth, part 2 

It is interesting to compare the memorial markers in Greenwood Cemetery, 

after having learned about the ministers and their service to the church of 

their faith. In this month’s group of five  ministers: one has no stone at all, 

one with only his surname on the stone,  one whose faith or occupation is 

not expressed on the stone, and one which proudly records his degrees, as 

well as details of his ministry. The difference, perhaps, reflects the nature of 

their relationship with their faith, for some a matter of deep humility. 

As with the first group we profiled, not all of these were ministers in 

Burlington churches. Only two of these five, were born in Canada. The life 

of the first and earliest of these ministers, devoted his life to “mission” work 

in China, even though his health was often compromised. 

           BHS Archives 

Visit our website to learn more about these ministers.  www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

 

Once again, BHS members have been out and about and 'outreaching' in our city with activities such as: 

• Leading Jane's Walk on May 6th 

• Attending Burlington Best Awards on May 11th  

• Assisted with the preparation of a full Burlington Post report on Canada 150 which featured 

numerous insert pages having to do with our very own Burlington history 

• Attending a tree planting on May 16th with Princess 

Margriet of the Netherlands.  This tree is symbolic of the 

roots our twin cities of Apeldoorn and Burlington share. 

• Representing BHS on June 1st at an announcement made by 

the Federal and Provincial governments having to do with a 

grant of $5M which was issued to the Brant Museum to be 

used for the long awaited upgrade to the Joseph Brant 

Museum 

• Representing BHS on the 2017 Doors Open Committee        

     Photo courtesy Alan Harrington

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
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Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 

 

Canada 150 Day at Freeman Station 

• On July 1 - the weather was perfect as the bagpiper piped in the dignitaries for 11:00 am. 

• Our Town Crier called everyone to order. 

• The 1917 GTR Locomotive Bell sounded 13 times for the provinces and territories - as 

everyone rose for "The Maple Leaf Forever". 

• The Mayor shared some kind words 

and Burlington's MP and MPP spoke of 

the effort of community. 

• The Station's Railway Plaque was 

unveiled.  

• Finally, the bright red ribbon that was 

strung between two railway X crossing 

signs was cut to officially mark the 

occasion. 

• And lastly, as if on cue - the Lancaster 

banked overhead. 
Photo courtesy Alan Harrington 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone was invited inside for cake and 

lemonade where they were able to see the 

restoration work done thus far.  One 

highlight was the series of wall panels that 

tell the story of the Station in our 

community. 

 

 

 

 
Photo courtesy Tom Bochsler 

 

 

 

 

CHCH news was there.  Click this link to see the report: 

http://www.chch.com/historic-freeman-station-reopens-

burlington/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=twitter&utm_source=socialnetwork

http://www.chch.com/historic-freeman-station-reopens-burlington/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=twitter&utm_source=socialnetwork
http://www.chch.com/historic-freeman-station-reopens-burlington/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=twitter&utm_source=socialnetwork
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Congratulations to Chair Emeritus Jim Clemens 
 

Burlington’s Best committee named Jim Clemens for its 2017 Heritage Award. Jim 

has been the Burlington Historical Society representative to the Heritage 

Burlington (HB) Committee for 12 years and was the Chair of the HB since 2012.  

Everyone who has worked with Jim agrees that he has been an exemplary leader 

with a vision for conserving Burlington’s heritage that has been significant in our 

city. Jim encouraged widespread participation of committee members and citizens 

in developing “A New Approach for Conserving Burlington’s Heritage (2012)”, 

a document that led to important initiatives like the Property Rebate Tax 

Program, an important incentive for owners of Heritage Properties to value and 

maintain their properties.  We congratulate Jim, a most worthy recipient. 

 

 

Heritage Burlington Update   

Heritage Dates and Events 
 

 

Burlington Historical 

Society 

 
Upcoming General Meetings – 

Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

September 11th, 2017 

October 16th, 2017 

November 13th, 2017 

 

Museums of Burlington 
Joseph Brant Day Festival at LaSalle Park from 11:00am to 4:00pm 

Monday  August 7, 2017 

Theme:  All things Canadian + Food Truck Rally + Made in Canada 

vendors market 

 

Southeast Burlington’s Canada 150 Party 

August 12th, 2017, 10 am – 4 pm 

Skyway Park (Lakeshore & Kenwood) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 

President  Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 
2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 

Treasurer  Barry Saunders 
 
Past President Alan Harrington 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Archives  Joan Downey 

Webmaster Wayne Murphy 
Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  TBA 

Newsletter                Joan Downey 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 

Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS –  

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search 
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Where’s Merton? 

Our September meeting will be a chance for you to learn a little 

more about the history of our area of Ontario.   

Our speaker, David Hobden has done extensive research into 

earlier times and will share his knowledge with our members. 

This would be a good time to ask a friend to attend with you to 

meet some of our members and find out what The Burlington 

Historical Society is about.  We welcome visitors. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Information contained on our website, 
newsletters and publications 

Is printed in good faith and for general 

purposes. 
 

We look forward to seeing you 

on 
Monday, Sept 11th, 2017 

7:00 pm 

Topic:  Where’s Merton? 

Speaker:  David Hobden 

October Meeting 
 

Monday, Oct. 16th, 2017 

Topic:  History of the Burlington Fire 

Department 

 

We’ll see you there!   

In this issue 

 

President’s Report      2 

Outreach Report       3 

From the Archives   4-5 

Walk in Greenwood      6 

Heritage Burlington Update    6 

Mystery Photo       7 

Heritage Dates & Events      7 

BHS Executive       7 

Membership & Donations      8 
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Welcome back to our BHS fall programming and General Meeting schedule.  We hope you have had a 

very pleasant summer! 

The summer has given our BHS Executive a time to rest and rejuvenate but we are now eager to begin 

a very exciting fall program lineup. 

Please take a moment to read the OUTREACH article as it will fill you in on what your team has been 

up to since May. 

September has typically been known as 'back to school' month and we will certainly provide you with 

new history learning opportunities during September, October and November. 

Our first learning opportunity on September 11th will take us into the postal world of the village of 

Merton in Nelson Township. 

Our second learning opportunity on October 16th will explore the history behind our very own 

Burlington Fire Department. 

Our third learning opportunity on November  13th will concentrate on the Burlington Teen Tour 

Band and there maybe even a musical note played  here and there throughout in the meeting.  

 We will also be laying a wreath at the Cenotaph on November 11th.  Please join us in this special 

time of remembrance. 

Once again I encourage you to participate in our Bytes of Burlington segment each General Meeting.  

Do you have a special artifact or memory that you would like to share with the membership?  This would 

be an ideal time to share your story.  Please indicate your willingness to appear at the podium for  

maximum of 5 minutes  by emailing info@burlingtonhistorical.ca with the subject line :  Bytes of 

Burlington.   

Another way to get involved each meeting is to volunteer as a Greeter!  We feel  strongly that a warm 

welcome goes a long way in make our members and guest feel 'at home'. 

As always, your comments and suggestions are always welcomed!   

Historically  

Jane Ann Newson 

 

Welcome to our newest member, 

Arthur Bullen

 

President's Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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Several OUTREACH opportunities have come our way during the summer months. 

• Canada 150 celebrations at Skyway Park on August 12th organized by St. Elizabeth 's 

Anglican Church volunteer Patricia Hemingway 

 

Pictured here L - R are: Patricia Taylor, 

Councillor Paul Sharman, Joan Downey 

and Ed Keenleyside 

 

Photo courtesy of Alan Harrington 

 

 

 

• Request from John Best of The Bay Observer to provide historical photos and data having to 

do with a special edition they are planning entitled " The Best of Burlington" 

• Opportunity to even further  share the contents our  6 topics for presentation at the Burlington 

Senior Centre "Burlington Beginnings" course starting on September 14th thru the creation 

of brochures and Bytes of Burlington segments at our General Meetings. 

• A renewed interest in our Brant Inn video and book by a local Retirement Residence.  Plans 

are afoot to approach other Burlington Retirement places and offer this same package - FREE of 

course! 

• Reminder of our grand entrance into the world of teaching Burlington history at the Burlington 

Senior Centre.   Six classes are scheduled on topics such as Villages of Burlington (2); 

Agriculture; Spencer Smith - the Park and the Man;  Business and Commercial  and the Brant Inn.  

These classes begin on Thursday September 14th and run from 9:30 to 11:30.  For all 

"Burlington Beginnings" class dates and enrollment, please consult the Live & Play Guide. 

 

Our September Greeters will be 

Nancy Fedorovich & David Craig  

Ed Keenleyside

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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From the Archives   Joan Downey 

 

Since we are again nearing harvest time, I thought the following report was  timely.  I hope you enjoy 

reading about going to Hamilton Market in an earlier time. 

 

The Toll Gate Riots 

Originally printed by the Wentworth Historical Society, On the Market, 1986 

Bringing produce to Central Market was often a challenge.  Horse drawn wagons traced slow tedious 

journeys over roads deep in mud or frozen into ruts.  On some roads, farmers faced toll gates too. 

Until the end of the nineteenth century, many country roads were privately owned.  One was the main 

western entrance to the city, known by a variety of names: York Street; the Hamilton & Flamboro or 

Hamilton & Milton or Hamilton & Nelson Road.  Its proprietor was R. R. Waddell, whose business was 

the upkeep of the road and the collection of tolls at the York Street gate just east of the Desjardins 

Canal on Burlington Heights.  The York Street toll gate was the scene of several serious affrays. 

William Hopkins, a Burlington farmer and regular trader at Hamilton market, refused to pay the toll, 

arguing the company had no right to collect tolls within city limits.  Wentworth County Judge, John 

Sinclair, ruled in Hopkins’ favour, saying “the exaction of the toll at this gate appears to me to be a crying 

injustice.”  Waddell remained unmoved and announced he would continue to collect tolls until the matter 

had been settled in a higher court. 

Early next morning, January 6, 1885, about a score of farmers from the Burlington area, led by Hopkins, 

forced their way past the gate on their way to market, refusing to pay the toll.  By late afternoon their 

exploit was the talk of the market and the original number had swollen five-fold as the excitement spread.  

It was nearly dark when the ragged procession 

of farmers again reached the toll gate, where 

a crowd had gathered to witness the 

promised confrontation between the farmers 

and the gang of tough-looking characters hired 

by the road company to prevent a repetition 

of the morning’s challenge.  One farmer 

hitched his wagon to the gate in a vain attempt 

to pull it down.,  This action provoked a 

general free-for-all as Waddell’s hired men 

and the farmers set about each other in the 

mud and darkness. 

 

A typical toll house of the time period.    

Photo from BHS Archives.
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From the Archives (cont’d)…….. 

Other than a few bruises and some stained clothes, that evening’s events passed off fairly peacefully.  

Police Chief Stewart imposed a compromise:  the farmers would pass through without payment but they 

were to leave their names in case the higher courts decided in the road company’s favour.  By Saturday 

afternoon, however, when the farmers had a successful market day behind them and perhaps some drinks 

inside them, tempers flared again. 

A fight between one farmer and gatekeeper Patrick Sullivan received lavish attention in the press.  One 

account quoted the farmer, colourfully and probably apocryphally, threatened the gate-keeper with his 

horsewhip and shouting, “I’ve got Kilkenny blood in me and any man who stands in my way had better 

look out.  Take down that bar.”  For all the sound and fury, this skirmish too was brief.  Sullivan decided 

discretion was the better part of valour and opened the gate.  All the farmers passed through, paying no 

tolls and refusing to leave their names. 

Late that night, a group of horsemen appeared at the toll gate.  The gate was taken down, sawed in two 

and contemptuously tossed into the canal.  Even in 1885 Hamilton was not far from the frontier.   

Resentment about the toll gates was evidently widespread.  The Hamilton Weekly Times bore witness 

to public opinion on this issue in 1887 by running a series of “revelations regarding the evils and 

absurdities of the toll-road system”.  The most amusing case was the toll gate on Governor’s Road in 

Dundas, which cost $180 a year to maintain and produced “a net income of $21.59”.  Even this apparently 

trivial case was an aggravation, for as the writer noted, most of that locality has been turned over to 

market gardening – small loads, frequently taken to market, meant a proportionately higher expense for 

tolls. 

Far more serious was the continuing strife on York Street.  A little over two years after Hopkins’ Hussars 

breached the gate, fresh trouble broke out.  The gate-keeper was now a man called Cross.  At 3 o’clock 

on the afternoon of Saturday, February 11, 1887, Hamilton’s Police Magistrate handed down sentences 

of fines of $5 plus $2 costs, or 10 days in jail, to 15 farmers from the townships of East Flamboro and 

Nelson, all charged with passing through the gate without paying the toll.  The rest of that day’s events 

were recounted by the Hamilton Weekly Times. 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

         Hamilton Market License, date unknown           Russell Emery at Hamilton Market, ca 1911 

       Images from BHS Archives
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A Walk in Greenwood   Peggy Armstrong 

Chapter 15  “Men with Building Skills” 

A new growing community, as were Wellington Square and Burlington, always had a need and therefore 

an opportunity for residents with building skills.  Carpenters, brick layers, men to transport materials 

such as gravel and limestone, men to excavate and painters were some of the tradesmen needed to build 

any structure.  A building of almost any size was seldom built by one person, yet it was often one 

individual who was given the credit as “the Builder”.  That 

person himself, likely had one or more of the building 

trade skills, but, in addition, he often was the person with 

the ability to arrange for the funding to support the job.  

He would probably have knowledge of blueprints, 

architectural drawings and have connections with good 

available tradesmen as well as suppliers of the needed 

materials.  He would supervise and be responsible for the 

work. 

At the time of any major enterprise in town, like a school 

or church, at least some of the tradesmen given a contract 

were named but as time passed, the “builder” is the one 

remembered for the work. 

The men chosen for this chapter come from a variety of 

time periods and were different from each other in their 

approach to the industry of “building”.     Photo BHS Archives 

For the complete article, please go to our website:   www.burlingtonhistorical.ca     

Heritage Burlington Update 
 

Plaques and Markers for Heritage Sites 

Heritage Burlington is proposing that Burlington have a consistent method of identifying heritage sites 

in and around the city. The proposal includes a committee with representatives from Heritage 

Burlington, Burlington Historical Society, Tourism Burlington and the City Heritage Planner 

to develop design specifications and oversee the process. 

On behalf of their organizations, members of this committee could propose sites worthy of identification 

and apply standards for different categories of marker or plaque. Categories could include Plaques for 

Heritage Properties and Century Buildings, Commemorative Markers for events or people, and Street 

Name Histories. 

Over the coming months, Heritage Burlington will be calling on proposed partners to discuss ideas and 

assess the feasibility of working together on such an initiative. Together we could encourage increased 

awareness of Burlington’s Heritage for both residents and visitors.      
       

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
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Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 
 

September Mystery Photo 

 

Are you a member of this group?  The year is 

1958.  Visit the website for a larger photo. 

 

 

Summer Mystery Photo 

 

This building was the Burlington Public Library, 1952-

1970.  The house still stands at 482 Elizabeth Street.   

Thank you to Anne Wingfield, Bryce Lee and Mike 

McDonnell for correctly identifying the photo and 

sharing their memories.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the website to see a photo of this building today. 

 

Heritage Dates and Events 
 

Burlington Historical 

Society 

 
Upcoming General Meetings – 

Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

September 11th, 2017 

October 16th, 2017 

November 13th, 2017 

 

 Museums of Burlington  
Applefest Fall Fair – Celebrate the harvest season at Ireland House 

September 17, 2017, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 

President  Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 

2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer  Barry Saunders 

 
Past President Alan Harrington 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter                Joan Downey 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

                                       Torey Hunt 
50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 
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The Fire Department is coming! 

A group of present and former fire department personnel who are 

putting together a history of fire fighting in Burlington will visit us in 

October.   The lead speaker will be Warren Corp.   

Warren joined the Volunteer Fire 

Department in Burlington in 1954. At that 

time, the population was approximately 8,000 

people. It was a time when fires were fought 

without fire hose, breathing apparatus, a 

communications system and other 

technologies enjoyed by today’s Firefighters. 

He was the first paid Career Firefighter in 

Burlington. In his early years, he worked to 

unionize Burlington Firefighters, creating the 

base and Charter for Local 1552. Shortly 

afterward, he was promoted to Lieutenant 

Photo Burlington Spectator  and had to step away from Union duties. 

Warren became Fire Chief in 1972 – a position he held for 28 years. 

Chief Corp is still regarded as the ‘go-to’ member on anything 

pertaining to the history of the department. 

“Questions will be welcomed as we go - or perhaps you 

would care to hold them to the end in order to keep us 

on track. Depends on how much  time we have.” 

 
 

 
Information contained on our website, 
newsletters and publications 
Is printed in good faith and for general 

purposes. 
 
BHS members will receive the Gazette 
newsletter and other e-communications 
and can unsubscribe at any time - 
info@burlingtonhistorical.ca . 

We look forward to seeing you 

on 
Monday, Oct. 16th, 2017 

7:00 pm 

 

Topic:  History of The Burlington Fire 

Department 

November Meeting 
 

Monday, Nov. 13th, 2017 

Topic:  History of the Teen Tour Band 

 

Don’t miss it!   

In this issue 

 

President’s Report      2 

Outreach Report       3 

Freeman Station        4 

From the Archives 5& 6 

Mystery Photo       6 

Heritage Burlington      7 

Heritage Dates & Events      7 

BHS Executive       7 

Membership & Donations      8 
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President’s Report   Jane Ann Newson  

 

We are back from a summer break and keen to present our fall 2017 program lineup.  We began with a 

'mystery' Where's Merton with  David Hobden.  It turned out that Merton was located in two places - 

Merton Nelson and Merton Trafalgar.  Thank you to David who kept our 71 attendees captivated and 

informed.  Mystery solved! 

   Photo – Tom Boschler 

The month of October signals the creation of a Slate of Officers for 2018.  Yes, it takes three months 

to put this important phase of our volunteer work into place.  The Slate of Officers covers the 

following positions:  President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Treasurer and Recording 

Secretary. 

Requirements for the above positions involve a monthly Executive Meeting where we plan for the 

upcoming year and the appointment of Directors for our various committees such as Program, Archives, 

Webmaster, Membership, Outreach and Newsletter editor as well as Greeting Card, Telephone 

Committee and 5/50 Draw convenors. 

If you have an interest in becoming part of the Executive Team please email me at  

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  and place 2018 Slate in the subject line.  New faces, new talents, new 

ideas make for a stimulating Society and one which will stand strong for many years to come! 

We are 50+ years old and growing but we need 

many hands and minds to continue!  This is your 

Society and if you can lend a hand in this regard, I 

guarantee you won't be disappointed. 

Our General  Meeting program for October 

promises to be HOT as our featured speaker 

comes from the Burlington Fire Department.  

The history of the Fire Department is worth 

hearing and appreciating where we have come in 

this vital community service. 

At all times, your comments and suggestions are welcomed and valued!      Photo -  BFD Archives 

Historically,   Jane Ann Newson 
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Our premiere -  Burlington's Beginnings Class # 1.   

 

A full complement of 20 people attended 

Burlington's Beginnings Class # 1 - Villages of 

Burlington Part 1 on Thursday September 14th.  

Our next class is scheduled for September 28th 

on Villages Part 2. 

Many thanks to our Villages Instructor Patricia 

Taylor and to Technical Supervisor Joan 

Downey for bringing this subject to life. 

 
Photo Tom Boschler 

Doors Open Burlington (DOB) 

We would appreciate your help with our BHS table at the Freeman Station on September 30th.  It will 

give you a chance to meet people and to be involved with our collaborative partners Heritage Burlington.  

All you need to do is smile and talk a bit with people who are interested in BHS. 

If you can spare a few hours on September 30th for this worthy BHS Outreach cause, please email   

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and place DOB in your subject line.  

 

BHS T-shirts and Golf shirts 

We need to clear our shelves of T-Shirts and Golf shirts to make way for other items.  As a result we 

can offer you T-shirts for $10 and a Golf shirts for $15 at a reduced price.  A limited supply of sizes 

is available so please send in your order indicating your size and I will have them ready for pickup on 

October 16th General Meeting.  Email    info@ burlingtonhistorical.ca and place Shirts in your subject 

line. 

 

Aldershot Corners Parkette   

BHS have been asked to provide their permission to use photos pertaining the new Aldershot Corners 

Parkette.  These photos will be part of a parkette plaque along with credits so look for the dedication 

announcement coming soon.  This new parkette is located at the corner of Plains Road and Waterdown 

Road where Murray's Variety used to be. 

 

Halton District School Board   

BHS have been asked to participate in a subcommittee having to do with the closures of Lester B. Pearson 

and Robert Bateman High Schools and the preservation of their respective memorabilia and artifacts and 

photographs.  This subcommittee will meet in October.

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 

 

The Friends of Freeman Station are grateful to receive so much support from the community. 

 

In June, the Halton Region Services (with the help of the 

BHS), researched and prepared a history of the Station 

and Freeman Village.  The story and photos were printed 

on several large displays and mounted on the walls inside 

the Station in time for the Canada Day open house. 

 

The July 1st event was successful with many visitors in 

attendance as representatives from our three levels of 

government, along with sponsors and volunteers 

participated in the ribbon cutting. 

 

Local news CHCH arrived the next day and aired a short 

Photo Alan Harrington        segment on the 6 pm news. 

 

In the meantime, labour continues getting the main floor completed for the next Open House - Sept 

30 for Doors Open. Visitors that day will be able to see the progress made and several new railway 

artifacts. 

 

For example, an original 1917 GTR Locomotive Bell.  And from the estate of Mr John Devriese, a CN 
"Speeder" car he restored and donated to the Station in his will.  

 

Entertainment is presented by Burlington's own Top Hat Marching Orchestra who will perform several 

tunes in their own unique style. 

 

The Station's team of volunteers truly appreciate all the investment given. 

 

Next major construction project: basement floor which is expected in the fall of 2017 or early 

2018.  Once the concrete is in, the washrooms can be hooked up and the HVAC installed. 

 

Our October Greeters will be 

Grant Baxter & Ed Keenleyside 

 

Thank you to our September Greeters:  Nancy Fedorovitch & David Craig.   

Please consider becoming a Greeter at our General Meetings in October and November.  It is a very 

pleasant way in which to welcome our members and guests  and to have them get to know you and you 

them.  To volunteer, please contact ED KEENLEYSIDE  at ekeenleyside@gmail.com 

Note:  our apologies to  greeter Nancy Fedorovitch – her name was misspelled in our 

September issue. 
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From the Archives   Pat Taylor 
WHAT I DID ON MY SUMMER VACATION 
A VISIT TO FORT GEORGE 
   

In the fall of 2011 I decided I would immerse myself in the history and commemorations of the War of 

1812.  I expressed this thought/plan to the late Jane Irwin shortly after joining the archives committee.  

Can you imagine my surprise when she asked if I would like to photograph the graves of the men from 

Burlington who were involved in this War?  Of course I said, “YES!!”  What a start!!!  

In my reading, “Fort George” this and ‘Fort George” that kept coming up. So I decided it was time to 

relive my grade 8 Graduation Trip from Scarborough, by school bus, to Fort George.  And hopefully get 

my picture taken while sitting in the ‘stocks.’ again. There was a Fife and Drum Muster and Soldier’s Field 

Day in August.   Two Fife and Drum Corps from Ontario and one from the USA converged on Fort 

George to showcase military music and drills of the early 19th century, firepower demonstrations and 

contests. 

I arrived in time to visit the buildings of the Fort before the afternoon demonstrations started.  The 

Powder Magazine survived the Battle of Fort George and is the oldest military building in Ontario.  It 

could hold several hundred barrels of gunpowder protected by very thick stonewalls.  Floorboards where 

held in place by wooden pegs, not nails.  The doors were covered in copper and the soldiers working in 

there wore special clothes and shoes without metal fasteners.  All in order to prevent sparks and 

potential disaster. 

The Senior Officer’s Quarters brought quite a surprise.  As the 

Senior Officer he was the King’s representative at the Fort, and he 

was expected to live in surroundings to represent his status.  He did 

this with a 4 poster bed – with curtains, a chair/commode with a 

padded seat that lifted up to reveal the necessary opening, a dressing 

table with a mirror, a desk and a long handled bed warmer.  The 

Junior Officers had similar accouterments but not the same quality. 

The Guardhouse was the centre for all the Fort’s daily activities.  It was also the jail.  The accused soldiers 

were confined in small, often windowless, cells.  Flogging with a cat-of-nine-tails was an acceptable means 

of punishment.  From the exhibit display: “A cat-of-nine-tails is a lash consisting of a wooden handle (the 

cat) with nine leather cords (the tails) each with nine knots.” The punishment could be delivered in 

installments if it was more than the prisoner could tolerate at one time. 

My tour of the buildings concluded just as the demonstrations were about to begin. 

First- Firepower Demonstrations:  The soldiers with muskets from the three units marched out onto 

the field.  The canons were rolled into position.  The muskets were loaded – the front line fired and then 

fell/crouched on the ground; the second row stepped forward, fired, then went down – the next row 

stepped forward – repeat as many times as needed – this is how the army advanced.  It would be easy 

to understand how untrained soldiers – The Canadian Militia – could think that the ‘downed’ soldiers 

had all been hit by the enemy.   The noise!! The smoke!! 
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Then the canon firing took place with the inherit risk of loss of fingers or hands. 

 

THE NOISE!!!! THE SMOKE!!! THE REVERBERATIONS!!!! 

The Fife and Drum Players also played a role in battle.  With all the noise of the battle the Fifes and 

Drums could be played to give the orders.  And inside the fort they announced the daily fort activities 

and could sound the alarm when necessary.    

Second – Once the firing demonstration was concluded the Mass Music Performance was presented. 

And my time at Fort George came to an end.     

All in all, I enjoyed my day at Fort George.  But I did come away a little disappointed: no photo of me in 

the ‘stocks.’  The ‘stocks’ had been removed several years ago. 

Photos Pat Taylor 

 

Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 
 

October Mystery Photo 

It’s not there anymore. 

 

September Mystery Photo 

 

I should have 

known better than 

to try to stump 

member Warren 

McCrea with a 

Glenview School 

photo.  The full 

story is on our 

website  

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/  

 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/
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Heritage Burlington Update 
 

Burlington Mobility Hub Includes Conserving Heritage 

At its September meeting, Heritage Burlington (HB) was updated on a draft plan 

for the Downtown Burlington Mobility Hub, one of four Mobility Hubs in 

Burlington. A clear objective when developing policy for the Downtown Hub is “conserving areas with 

concentrated heritage and/or character-defining elements.” The Draft Downtown Mobility Hub Plan 

includes among its priorities recognizing and preserving historic character along sections of Locust and 

Brant Streets, and protecting the last remaining historical building fabric of Nelson Village and Wellington 

Square. 

HB supports this commitment to honouring heritage. It is important that groups such as ours and other 

interested citizens follow the policy development process and provide input about conserving heritage 

elements. The City is asking for your feedback on the Draft Precinct Plan for the Downtown Mobility 

Hub, and we encourage you to submit comments online. To do so, visit the City’s website under Mobility 

Hubs and use the Downtown Precinct Online Workbook to provide your input.  

Heritage Dates and Events 
 

Museums of Burlington 
(all events held at Ireland House from 10:30 am til noon)  

• Toddler Days - Once Upon a Time:   Oct 25, 2017 

• PA Day Camp - Animal Planet: Oct 6, 2017 

• Home School - Celebrate Ontario150:  A day in 1867:  Oct 13, 2017 

 

Historic Group Photo - Freeman Station 
September 29, 2017 - 6:30 You are invited if you are 
a: 

• Volunteer  

• Friends of Freeman Station member 

• Supporter of Freeman Station project 
 

Friends of Freeman Station Annual meeting 
October 11th at 7:00pm in Room 247 City Hall 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President  Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 

2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer  Barry Saunders 

 
Past President Alan Harrington 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter                Joan Downey 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

                                       Torey Hunt 
50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 
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Burlington's Ambassadors to the World began December 15, 1947, 

when 75 nervous members of the Burlington Boys and Girls Band 

gave their first performance under the leadership of Elgin Corlett, 

the band's founder and first music director.   

 

Today, as the Burlington Teen Tour Band, they are Canada's oldest 

and largest youth marching band representing Burlington, Ontario 

and Canada in England, Ireland, France, Japan, The Netherlands, 

Belgium, Germany and the USA. 

 

Join us on November13th as Managing Director Rob Bennett shares 

the history of the team in their 70th year, and what is planned for 

the future. 

 

 

Information contained on our website, 
newsletters and publications 

Is printed in good faith and for general 

purposes. 
 

BHS members will receive the Gazette 
newsletter and other e-communications 

and can unsubscribe at any time - 
info@burlingtonhistorical.ca . 

You don’t want to miss the 

November meeting – it’s another 

Love your Hood party and our 

special guests will be 

Wow!  Tell your friends. 
Monday, Nov. 13th, 2017 at 7:00 pm   

 

There is no meeting in December 
 

Why not spend the time 

Christmas Shopping? 
 

We’ll see you on Jan 8th, 
2018 

In this issue 

President’s Report      2 

Outreach Report       3 

Mystery Photo        3 

Remembrance Symbolism      4 
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Membership & Donations      8 

 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca


  

2 

President’s Report   Jane Ann Newson  

  

 

Our October General  Meeting program focused on our 

very own Burlington Fire Department history and was  

HOT as promised!  I enjoyed hearing about this history of 

how the Burlington Fire Department evolved over the years.   

We left knowing that we are fortunate to be in good hands 

with good, caring and professional people and equipment in 

the event of an incident.   I hope that you enjoyed hearing 

their history too!  Many thanks to 'The Chief' , Terry and 

the rest of the crew  for giving us,  both in word and in 

photographs, their story!        

Photo courtesy Tom Bochsler 

Our last meeting for 2017 will feature the history of the Burlington Teen Tour Band.  This is sure 

to be another exciting  presentation from Burlington's best known musical Ambasssdors !   I have it on 

good authority that there might even be a musical note or two played on November 13th as well!  That 

should cause a stir in the library!   

As this is my last President's Report, I would like to thank you very much for your support over the past 

2 years.   As I leave this position for the second time, I am reminded constantly of  the importance of 

history and the sharing of these stories both of our own and Canada.   I am also reminded of the 

volunteers that comprise our Executive, Directors and Convenors who  make our General Meetings 

interesting,  informative and who generously give of their time in order to promote and provide BHS 

exposure in both new and old ways.  I would be remiss if I did not mention YOU the faithful members 

who continue to attend our General Meetings and get involved in various aspects of our programming. 

THANK YOU All! 

Sincerely, 

Jane Ann Newson 

 

 

 

 

 

Avoid the rush!  Renew your BHS Membership before January 

2018.  Thank you! 
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Burlington's Beginnings 

The 3rd in the series of six Burlington's Beginnings classes was held on Thursday 

October 12th at the Burlington Senior Centre.  The topic this time was Agriculture.  

Thanks go out to our Agriculture Instructor Joan Downey for preparing and 

presenting this topic.  
   

Plans are underway to produce new topics for future presentations.  A few of those topics include:  

Cedar Springs, the story of the Kemp farm,  plaqued homes, plus others.  Hopefully this experience will 

reap BHS rewards and continued exposure that will allow us to carry on next year with this new 

Outreach venture.   
 

If you have an interest in presenting in this manner, please let us know by emailing  

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  

 

New speaking opportunities 

Interest has been shown by The Williamsburg Retirement Residence to have BHS as a guest speaker. 
 

We have accepted an invitation from the Historical Lighting Society of Canada to present our Villages of 

Burlington topic on Friday, November 3rd at the Holiday Inn Burlington.  We continue to be grateful for 

these opportunities to showcase Burlington history to our community and beyond under our Outreach 

umbrella. 
 

We await the invitation from the Halton District School Board to attend a subcommittee meeting having 

to do with the closures of Lester B. Pearson and the Robert Bateman High Schools.  We hope to capture 

and preserve photographs and other printed materials from these two schools. 

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 

Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 
November Mystery Photo 

Look carefully.  It’s not what it seems at first glance. 

October Mystery Photo 

Yes, indeed, 

this is 

Strathcona 

School.   

The correct 

guessers this 

month? 

 

Anne 

Wingfield and Mike McDonnell both recognized 

the photo.  Thank you to Anne to pointing out 

that the school was located on what is now 

named Lantern Lane. 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/  

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/mystery-photos/
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Remembrance Symbolism   Ed Keenleyside   
 

On Easter Sunday, April 9th, 2017, during a warm sunny day, thousands of Canadians gathered at the 

Vimy memorial in Northern France and you could hear a pin drop as they remembered a much different 

day 100 years ago.  On April 9, 1917 it was a very cold Monday, with sleet and biting wind and was 

anything but quiet.  But there was one similarity with 2017 – there were thousands of young Canadians 

in attendance, even if it was for a far different reason. 

This April 2017 young and old had come to show they still cared.  They wore Canada flag and Vimy pins 

and red poppies.  Today, the poppy is a symbol used mainly (but not exclusively) in Britain and Canada, 

but neither country can take credit for its introduction.  That distinction goes to an American woman 

by the name of Moina Michael who sold what she called the “Flanders Fields Memorial Poppy” on 

November 11, 1918.  The British Legion adopted the poppy in 1921.  Although the poppy comes in 

different shapes and colours the two most common designs are the two-petal poppy used in Britain and 

the four-petal design used in Canada, shown below. 

Ironically in the United States, the symbol most often seen during Veterans Day or Memorial Day is a 

red, white and blue ribbon. 

In France, instead of the poppy, it was the cornflower that became the symbol of remembrance.  It is 

called the “Bleuet” and began to be accepted as a memorial symbol in 1916.  Although it is still worn 

today, it is often a French flag pin or even a red poppy that takes the place of the Bleuet.  It is interesting 

to see some French citizens wearing both the Bleuet and the Poppy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** 

Our November Greeters will be Rebecca Keddy and 
Ed Keenleyside 

 

Thank you to our October Greeters:  Grant Baxter & 

Ed Keenleyside   

 

If you would like to volunteer to be a greeter in 2018, please contact ED KEENLEYSIDE  at 

ekeenleyside@gmail.com 
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Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 

 

“The Impossible Dream”  Photo by John Majorossy, Bochsler Photo Imaging, Burlington 
 

Volunteers and sponsors gathered for a group photograph in front of the Freeman Station on September  

29,  2017, the evening before the building welcomed 1000 visitors to their Doors Open Burlington event. 

*** 

 

The first BHS General Meeting in 2018 is scheduled for  

January 8, 2018 

at which time  

The Burlington Historical Society will hold its 

Annual Election. 

Stay tuned for further details coming in December 
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Heritage Burlington Update 
 

On September 30, Heritage Burlington (HB) was pleased to share a booth with the Burlington Historical 

Society (BHS), providing displays at Freeman Station for Doors Open Burlington. The day was sunny and 

the site was lively with visitors, proof that citizens of Burlington appreciate conserving their heritage. 

On October 21, HB shared an event with the City of Burlington 

at Aldershot Corners, the intersection of Plains Road, 

Waterdown Road and Lasalle Park Road. The City unveiled a 

sculpture and HB unveiled a plaque accompanied by an 

interpretive panel with historical information and pictures. BHS 

was instrumental in providing both pictures and content for the 

panel. The material on display reflected the evolution of the 

intersection from the 1880s as it became the hub for a 

community of market gardens and farms.     Photo courtesy of Jane Ann Newson 

In its early years the intersection was a stage coach stop on the Hamilton to Toronto route, and in 1884 

an advertisement appeared for a General store on the southeast corner of Lasalle Park and Plains Road. 

Over the years the intersection has been home to a coffee shop, grocer, drugstore, beauty salon, full 

service garage, bank and ultimately a long-standing variety store. The early settlers might not recognize 

the current landscape but they would identify with the energy and sense of community that continue. 

With active development in the area, there will be plenty of passersby to read the plaque and examine 

the panel, learning a little more about Burlington’s heritage.  

 

From the Archives   Joan Downey 

 

The Burlington Cenotaph 

95 Years after the Cenotaph was unveiled in 1922 and 70 years after 

the WW II plaque was installed in 1947, the City of Burlington has 

removed the WW II plaque to make corrections.  In removing that 

plaque they have uncovered the WW I poem. 

 “To teach that he who saves himself is lost, 

To bear in silence, though our hearts may bleed, 

To spend ourselves, and never count the cost, 

For others greater need” 

The plaque will be  reinstalled in time for Remembrance Day  2017 

services.  This may be our last time to see this poem. 

 Photo courtesy Alan Harrington        
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 From the Archives (Cont’d)  Joan Downey 

Over this summer, the Archives 

received a generous donation of a 

deed dated 1810 for 200 acres of 

land in Nelson Township.  The 

deed is made out to “Isaac 

Vannorman of the Township of 

Barton in the County of Lincoln in 

the District of Niagara, Yeoman” 

and is for a lot described as “Lot 

Number Four in the Third 

Concession South of Dundas 

Street in the said Township of 

Nelson”.   The land is identified by 

pink highlight on this map. 

To help place the lot – the line running top to bottom, left of the highlighted lot is Appleby Line.  The 

line along the bottom of the lot is New Street and the top boundary is Middle Road (now the QEW).   

The original map has been folded and in an envelope for years.  It is very fragile.  It is, after all,  210 years 

old!  But it should be available to be enjoyed by all.  To that end,  I am in the process of scanning, printing 

and having the copy laminated.  Thanks to David Craig for help with “stitching” the oversize scan.   

Look for it on the display table at a 2018 General Meeting. 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 

President  Jane Ann Newson 

1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 
2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 

Secretary  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer  Barry Saunders 
 

Past President Alan Harrington 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 

Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 
Membership Jane Ann Newson 

Outreach  Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter                Joan Downey 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 
                                       Torey Hunt 

50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

Heritage Dates and Events 
 

Museums of Burlington  –  All events at Ireland House 

A Christmas Event, November 19th, 2017 

A Night at Ireland House, December 1st, 2017 

 

Freeman Station 

Family model railway day - Saturday Nov 25 – 9 AM to 1 PM 
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The Burlington Historical Society  
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      
   

Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 
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