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Where’s Merton? 

Our September meeting will be a chance for you to learn a little 

more about the history of our area of Ontario.   

Our speaker, David Hobden has done extensive research into 

earlier times and will share his knowledge with our members. 

This would be a good time to ask a friend to attend with you to 

meet some of our members and find out what The Burlington 

Historical Society is about.  We welcome visitors. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Information contained on our website, 
newsletters and publications 

Is printed in good faith and for general 

purposes. 
 

We look forward to seeing you 

on 
Monday, Sept 11th, 2017 

7:00 pm 

Topic:  Where’s Merton? 

Speaker:  David Hobden 

October Meeting 
 

Monday, Oct. 16th, 2017 

Topic:  History of the Burlington Fire 

Department 

 

We’ll see you there!   
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Welcome back to our BHS fall programming and General Meeting schedule.  We hope you have had a 

very pleasant summer! 

The summer has given our BHS Executive a time to rest and rejuvenate but we are now eager to begin 

a very exciting fall program lineup. 

Please take a moment to read the OUTREACH article as it will fill you in on what your team has been 

up to since May. 

September has typically been known as 'back to school' month and we will certainly provide you with 

new history learning opportunities during September, October and November. 

Our first learning opportunity on September 11th will take us into the postal world of the village of 

Merton in Nelson Township. 

Our second learning opportunity on October 16th will explore the history behind our very own 

Burlington Fire Department. 

Our third learning opportunity on November  13th will concentrate on the Burlington Teen Tour 

Band and there maybe even a musical note played  here and there throughout in the meeting.  

 We will also be laying a wreath at the Cenotaph on November 11th.  Please join us in this special 

time of remembrance. 

Once again I encourage you to participate in our Bytes of Burlington segment each General Meeting.  

Do you have a special artifact or memory that you would like to share with the membership?  This would 

be an ideal time to share your story.  Please indicate your willingness to appear at the podium for  

maximum of 5 minutes  by emailing info@burlingtonhistorical.ca with the subject line :  Bytes of 

Burlington.   

Another way to get involved each meeting is to volunteer as a Greeter!  We feel  strongly that a warm 

welcome goes a long way in make our members and guest feel 'at home'. 

As always, your comments and suggestions are always welcomed!   

Historically  

Jane Ann Newson 

 

Welcome to our newest member, 

Arthur Bullen

 

President's Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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Several OUTREACH opportunities have come our way during the summer months. 

• Canada 150 celebrations at Skyway Park on August 12th organized by St. Elizabeth 's 

Anglican Church volunteer Patricia Hemingway 

 

Pictured here L - R are: Patricia Taylor, 

Councillor Paul Sharman, Joan Downey 

and Ed Keenleyside 

 

Photo courtesy of Alan Harrington 

 

 

 

• Request from John Best of The Bay Observer to provide historical photos and data having to 

do with a special edition they are planning entitled " The Best of Burlington" 

• Opportunity to even further  share the contents our  6 topics for presentation at the Burlington 

Senior Centre "Burlington Beginnings" course starting on September 14th thru the creation 

of brochures and Bytes of Burlington segments at our General Meetings. 

• A renewed interest in our Brant Inn video and book by a local Retirement Residence.  Plans 

are afoot to approach other Burlington Retirement places and offer this same package - FREE of 

course! 

• Reminder of our grand entrance into the world of teaching Burlington history at the Burlington 

Senior Centre.   Six classes are scheduled on topics such as Villages of Burlington (2); 

Agriculture; Spencer Smith - the Park and the Man;  Business and Commercial  and the Brant Inn.  

These classes begin on Thursday September 14th and run from 9:30 to 11:30.  For all 

"Burlington Beginnings" class dates and enrollment, please consult the Live & Play Guide. 

 

Our September Greeters will be 

Nancy Fedorovich & David Craig  

Ed Keenleyside

Outreach Report   Jane Ann Newson 
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From the Archives   Joan Downey 

 

Since we are again nearing harvest time, I thought the following report was  timely.  I hope you enjoy 

reading about going to Hamilton Market in an earlier time. 

 

The Toll Gate Riots 

Originally printed by the Wentworth Historical Society, On the Market, 1986 

Bringing produce to Central Market was often a challenge.  Horse drawn wagons traced slow tedious 

journeys over roads deep in mud or frozen into ruts.  On some roads, farmers faced toll gates too. 

Until the end of the nineteenth century, many country roads were privately owned.  One was the main 

western entrance to the city, known by a variety of names: York Street; the Hamilton & Flamboro or 

Hamilton & Milton or Hamilton & Nelson Road.  Its proprietor was R. R. Waddell, whose business was 

the upkeep of the road and the collection of tolls at the York Street gate just east of the Desjardins 

Canal on Burlington Heights.  The York Street toll gate was the scene of several serious affrays. 

William Hopkins, a Burlington farmer and regular trader at Hamilton market, refused to pay the toll, 

arguing the company had no right to collect tolls within city limits.  Wentworth County Judge, John 

Sinclair, ruled in Hopkins’ favour, saying “the exaction of the toll at this gate appears to me to be a crying 

injustice.”  Waddell remained unmoved and announced he would continue to collect tolls until the matter 

had been settled in a higher court. 

Early next morning, January 6, 1885, about a score of farmers from the Burlington area, led by Hopkins, 

forced their way past the gate on their way to market, refusing to pay the toll.  By late afternoon their 

exploit was the talk of the market and the original number had swollen five-fold as the excitement spread.  

It was nearly dark when the ragged procession 

of farmers again reached the toll gate, where 

a crowd had gathered to witness the 

promised confrontation between the farmers 

and the gang of tough-looking characters hired 

by the road company to prevent a repetition 

of the morning’s challenge.  One farmer 

hitched his wagon to the gate in a vain attempt 

to pull it down.,  This action provoked a 

general free-for-all as Waddell’s hired men 

and the farmers set about each other in the 

mud and darkness. 

 

A typical toll house of the time period.    

Photo from BHS Archives.
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From the Archives (cont’d)…….. 

Other than a few bruises and some stained clothes, that evening’s events passed off fairly peacefully.  

Police Chief Stewart imposed a compromise:  the farmers would pass through without payment but they 

were to leave their names in case the higher courts decided in the road company’s favour.  By Saturday 

afternoon, however, when the farmers had a successful market day behind them and perhaps some drinks 

inside them, tempers flared again. 

A fight between one farmer and gatekeeper Patrick Sullivan received lavish attention in the press.  One 

account quoted the farmer, colourfully and probably apocryphally, threatened the gate-keeper with his 

horsewhip and shouting, “I’ve got Kilkenny blood in me and any man who stands in my way had better 

look out.  Take down that bar.”  For all the sound and fury, this skirmish too was brief.  Sullivan decided 

discretion was the better part of valour and opened the gate.  All the farmers passed through, paying no 

tolls and refusing to leave their names. 

Late that night, a group of horsemen appeared at the toll gate.  The gate was taken down, sawed in two 

and contemptuously tossed into the canal.  Even in 1885 Hamilton was not far from the frontier.   

Resentment about the toll gates was evidently widespread.  The Hamilton Weekly Times bore witness 

to public opinion on this issue in 1887 by running a series of “revelations regarding the evils and 

absurdities of the toll-road system”.  The most amusing case was the toll gate on Governor’s Road in 

Dundas, which cost $180 a year to maintain and produced “a net income of $21.59”.  Even this apparently 

trivial case was an aggravation, for as the writer noted, most of that locality has been turned over to 

market gardening – small loads, frequently taken to market, meant a proportionately higher expense for 

tolls. 

Far more serious was the continuing strife on York Street.  A little over two years after Hopkins’ Hussars 

breached the gate, fresh trouble broke out.  The gate-keeper was now a man called Cross.  At 3 o’clock 

on the afternoon of Saturday, February 11, 1887, Hamilton’s Police Magistrate handed down sentences 

of fines of $5 plus $2 costs, or 10 days in jail, to 15 farmers from the townships of East Flamboro and 

Nelson, all charged with passing through the gate without paying the toll.  The rest of that day’s events 

were recounted by the Hamilton Weekly Times. 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

         Hamilton Market License, date unknown           Russell Emery at Hamilton Market, ca 1911 

       Images from BHS Archives
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A Walk in Greenwood   Peggy Armstrong 

Chapter 15  “Men with Building Skills” 

A new growing community, as were Wellington Square and Burlington, always had a need and therefore 

an opportunity for residents with building skills.  Carpenters, brick layers, men to transport materials 

such as gravel and limestone, men to excavate and painters were some of the tradesmen needed to build 

any structure.  A building of almost any size was seldom built by one person, yet it was often one 

individual who was given the credit as “the Builder”.  That 

person himself, likely had one or more of the building 

trade skills, but, in addition, he often was the person with 

the ability to arrange for the funding to support the job.  

He would probably have knowledge of blueprints, 

architectural drawings and have connections with good 

available tradesmen as well as suppliers of the needed 

materials.  He would supervise and be responsible for the 

work. 

At the time of any major enterprise in town, like a school 

or church, at least some of the tradesmen given a contract 

were named but as time passed, the “builder” is the one 

remembered for the work. 

The men chosen for this chapter come from a variety of 

time periods and were different from each other in their 

approach to the industry of “building”.     Photo BHS Archives 

For the complete article, please go to our website:   www.burlingtonhistorical.ca     

Heritage Burlington Update 
 

Plaques and Markers for Heritage Sites 

Heritage Burlington is proposing that Burlington have a consistent method of identifying heritage sites 

in and around the city. The proposal includes a committee with representatives from Heritage 

Burlington, Burlington Historical Society, Tourism Burlington and the City Heritage Planner 

to develop design specifications and oversee the process. 

On behalf of their organizations, members of this committee could propose sites worthy of identification 

and apply standards for different categories of marker or plaque. Categories could include Plaques for 

Heritage Properties and Century Buildings, Commemorative Markers for events or people, and Street 

Name Histories. 

Over the coming months, Heritage Burlington will be calling on proposed partners to discuss ideas and 

assess the feasibility of working together on such an initiative. Together we could encourage increased 

awareness of Burlington’s Heritage for both residents and visitors.      
       

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
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Mystery Photo  Joan Downey 
 

September Mystery Photo 

 

Are you a member of this group?  The year is 

1958.  Visit the website for a larger photo. 

 

 

Summer Mystery Photo 

 

This building was the Burlington Public Library, 1952-

1970.  The house still stands at 482 Elizabeth Street.   

Thank you to Anne Wingfield, Bryce Lee and Mike 

McDonnell for correctly identifying the photo and 

sharing their memories.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the website to see a photo of this building today. 

 

Heritage Dates and Events 
 

Burlington Historical 

Society 

 
Upcoming General Meetings – 

Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

September 11th, 2017 

October 16th, 2017 

November 13th, 2017 

 

 Museums of Burlington  
Applefest Fall Fair – Celebrate the harvest season at Ireland House 

September 17, 2017, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
Officers 
(Elected) 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 

President  Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 

2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 
Treasurer  Barry Saunders 

 
Past President Alan Harrington 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  Jane Ann Newson 
Newsletter                Joan Downey 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

                                       Torey Hunt 
50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS – GENERAL MEETING GREETERS 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

www.facebook.com/burlington history 
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http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://www.facebook.com/burlington

