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What role does royalty have in modern Canada ? 
 

Cian Horrobin of The Monarchist League of Canada is our guest 

speaker for May.   

 

The Monarchist League of Canada is a non-profit patriotic 

society formed in 1970 to 

support Canada's 

constitutional monarchy.  Cian 

is a very passionate spokesman 

and will share his knowledge 

on the subject.  The timing is 

excellent as Canada celebrates 

Queen Victoria's birthday, 

and 2017 marks Queen 

Elizabeth's Sapphire 

Jubilee, her 65th year 

of reign. 

 

Burlington has long held a link to royalty since our founder Joseph 

Brant met with King George III in 1785. The Royal Botanical 

Gardens, The Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW Highway); even the 

crown atop the Halton Police crest are just a few of the reminders 
of the existence of royalty in our city.  

 

In addition, to celebrate Canada 150 the City of Burlington is 

championing 150 neighbourhood events under the banner "Love 

My Hood".  The BHS is pleased to participate in this program 

during our regular May meeting with a tribute to our head of state.  

 

 

 

Photos courtesy Monarchist 

League of Canada  

 

A Celebration! 

 

Monday, May 8th, 2017, 7:00 pm 

At Burlington Public Library, Central Branch 

 

Speaker:  Mr. Cian Horrobin from the 

Monarchist League of Canada 

Next Meeting 
 

Monday, September 11, 2017 

 

Speaker:  David Hobden 

Topic:      Where’s Merton? 
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President's Report   Jane Ann Newson 

 

 

It is always special for me and hopefully you as well, when our 

General Meeting speakers bring great topics of interest and are 

enthusiast, knowledgeable and captured your attention too!    

Jennifer Maruno was no exception as she was very informed and 

very interesting and also took time to answer many questions from 

the audience.  Our BHS Program Committee have done a fine job of 

researching and arranging for our speakers each month!  Good work 

Program TEAM!   

While on the subject of General Meeting speakers, we now able to 

confirm our September, October and November speaker lineup: 

September 11th -  David Hobden - "Where's Merton" 

October 16th -  Burlington Fire Department "Fire Department 

history" 

November 13th - Burlington Teen Tour Band " History of the BTTB"      Photo courtesy Alan Harrington 

We are very pleased to announce that at our May 8th General 

Meeting, we will also be celebrating Canada150!  Who says that 

you can't have a great speaker - Cian Horrobin from the 

Monarchist League of  Canada -  and have your cake too! 

As May is our last General Meeting before the summer break, may we take time to wish you all a 

wonderful, safe summer!  See you on September 11th. 

Thank you for your continue support!  Again,  I encourage you to email  us at 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca should you have any questions, suggestions or comments! 

Historically speaking - JA  

  

 

 Welcome New Members 

 
No NEW members joined BHS this period but many renewed    

their memberships for 2017 and for that we THANK YOU! 

Please refer to Page 8 of this month's Gazette for a 2017   

Membership Application - NEW or RENEWAL!   
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FREEMAN FAMILY 
By Dorothy Turcotte:  excerpt from Burlington Memories of Pioneer Days 

  

“For many years the little community around Brant Street and Plains Road was known as Freeman.  It 

was an apt name, for the Freeman family had a close association with this intersection from Wellington 

Square’s earliest days. 

  

Joshua, son of William and Jerusha Freeman, in 1818 found the property he wanted in the northern 

section of Brant’s Block, and he purchased it from the Mordens.  A homestead was built on the northeast 

corner of Brant Street and the road to York (now Plains Road).  Later his son Joshua inherited the 

homestead and its land, while another son, Joseph, was given property on the northwest corner of the 

intersection.  Both farmed there for many years. 

  

Around the turn of this century, Freeman 

included the railway station, a hardware store, a 

basket factory, a chemical company, a general 

store and a post office.  The post office used the 

Freeman postmark until 1952.  There was also a 

high-class boarding house, famous for its good 

food, known first as Renton’s , then as Freeman 

House. 

  

Many members of the Freeman family have served 

the city well, both in its infancy and now that it is 
a mature community.” 
 

The Freeman Homstead – Photo: BHS Archives 

 

 Mystery Photo 
May Mystery Photo 

This photo from 

our archives is 

kind of small.  

The website has 

a larger image. 

 

The photo  is 

identified as 

“Men’s Baseball 

Team”.  It was 

taken at Lion’s 

Club Park on Martha, no date indicated.  The team 

sponsor, Jack de Graf is the man in the fedora in the 

back row.    

Can you i.d. the men?  Did the team have a name?  

Who was Jack de Graf? 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  

April Mystery Photo – 

There were a number of correct responses 

for this one 

which is a kiln 

at the now 

demolished 

National 

Fireproofing 

plant 

(NATCO) in 

Aldershot.  Visit the website for more 

information.   

Thank you to Mike McDonnell for taking 

the time to get a photo of the plaque which 

is the only reminder of the plant. 

 

I think that one was too easy! 

 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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The volunteer labourers are hard at work getting as much done at the Station as possible before July 

1st,  Canada150 Day.   
 

Station interior : 

Basement: Awaiting permit approvals so the gravel and concrete can be poured. Because  concrete emits 

a lot of moisture while setting, the hardwood on the main floor, can only be installed after the 

concrete has set. 

Waiting room: All done except for new wide hardwood oak floor boards 

being prepared to look as they would in 1906. 

Agent's Office:  The original maple floor has been reinstalled and only 

needs sanding and a finish. 

Baggage Room: Our skilful carpentry crew has completed all the 

woodworking with the exception of the floor and baseboard. Walls and 

trim are now ready for painting. 

Portico - The team has secured planed pine lumber to make further 

interior window and door trim for the portico. 

Exterior Annex: 1 X 4 clapboard siding material is on hand to complete the 

small east exterior wall.  Then a coat of paint on the exterior north side. 
 

....and our Whistle Post is in the ground.  The W warned the locomotive 

engineer the next level crossing was 1/4 mile ahead and to sound the 

whistle.               Photo courtesy Alan Harrington 

 

From the Archives    Joan Downey 

 

Our member from the North (Derry Road), Ruth Taylor rescued a wonderful photo for us.  It is a 

panoramic photo of the Appleby School, S.S. #3, Old Boys and Girls Reunion, 4 July 1931.  The glass was 

broken and where missing the dust was thick but now it has been cleaned up and mounted and you can 

see it on display at our meeting, along with other memorabilia from that event which took place 86 years 

ago!  Thank you, Ruth. 

We also had a visit from Shirley Hobden who is in charge of the Archives at Tansley 

United Church on Walker’s Line.  Shirley brought us a wonderful old, leather bound 

bible.  On the front page is inscribed “J.P. McQuarrie, The Manse, Tansley, Jan’y 20, 

1895”.  So - - Tansley had a cemetery and a Manse.  Does anyone have any 

information about a Tansley church from that time period? 

Then Ron & Beverley Oakley (nee Peart) brought us a box (!) of research information gathered by the 

late Miller Peart.  It was his wish that this be passed on to BHS.  As it is sorted some of the information 

will be shared.   

And, one last thing – our  secretary / 50/50  ticket seller / archives volunteer, Pat Taylor has been 

recognized by the province for 45 years of volunteering with Cystic Fibrosis Canada.      Congratulations 

Pat  -  a well deserved accolade!

Freeman Station Update   Alan Harrington 
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Heritage Burlington    
 

Burlington Properties Recognized for Heritage Values 

Heritage Burlington was pleased that Council approved designation of three properties recommended 

by the committee. In accordance with our belief that designation is most valuable when supported by 

owners, each property was proposed by its owner and subsequently assessed by experts. The properties 

are varied in location and attributes. 327 Townsend Rd., the Joshua Filman House circa 1895, is a rare 

example of a Queen Anne Style dwelling in Burlington; 436 Burlington Ave. circa 1914 is known as the 

Toronto and Niagara Power Company Office and House; 497 Martha St. is an Edwardian brick house 

circa 1927, important in supporting the character of the area. The owners are eligible for tax rebates 

that will support their efforts to maintain these properties for the benefit of our community.  

 497 Martha Street   

 Photo: Marianne Meed Ward, 2016 

327 Townsend, Filman House  436 Burlington Avenue,  

Photo: BHS Digital Collection, c 1974                  Toronto & Niagara Power Company  

     Photo:  BHS Digital Collection, c 2012 

 

 A Walk in Greenwood    Peggy Armstrong 

Chapter 13 - Men of the Cloth 

I have, so far, identified 20 ministers who have been laid to rest in Greenwood Cemetery.  The majority, 

by far, were Baptist, Methodist or United Church ministers.  I did not expect to find Anglican ministers 

here because of the burial grounds beside St. Luke’s Anglican Church, however, Greenwood does have 

one former Anglican minister and he was a Bishop.  It seems a little unusual, however, that I have found 

no markers for Presbyterian ministers in this cemetery. 

Six of Greenwood’s ministers are interred in the front, east side of the old 

section of the cemetery.  In fact, three are close to one another in block 23. 

Some of these reverend gentlemen did not even serve a church in this 

community, but found it a desirable place in which to retire.  I have chosen a 

mix of the faiths to profile, dependent on information found available concerning 

their careers and the time spent in Burlington. 

Because of the large number of ministers in Greenwood, I will continue with 

them in the next chapter of A Walk in Greenwood. 

Photo:  BHS Archives 
Visit our  website to read about these “Men of the Cloth” who resided for a while in Burlington and may 

have served in our churches.   www.burlingtonhistorical.ca

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
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 Outreach Report   Heather Mace 

 

Sharing Memories Project 

We are in the process of preparing for our next set of interviews at the 

Pearl and Pine.  Our last interviews are being transcribed, providing us with 

both an audio and written copy for our archives; this will allow us to 

effectively share the fascinating insight with the community.   

St. Christopher’s Anglican Church Men’s Group 

On schedule for April 24th.  Jane Ann Newson will be presenting and Joan Downey will be assisting.  We 

look forward to sharing the results in the next Gazette.  

Burlington Seniors’ Centre – History Presentations  

Presentation development is on schedule.  Topics are: Villages of Burlington (2 dates – Part 1 and 2), 

Businesses and Commercial Enterprises, Agriculture, Brant Inn of Old, and Spencer Smith - the Man and the 

Park.  They will be held on every second Thursday:  September 14th and 28th, October 12th and 26th, and 

November 9th and 23rd. 

Website 

We announced the launch of our new website at the March 20th General Meeting and hope you have 

had the time to go in and check it out.  As mentioned, Wayne Murray - our Web Master - is in the 

process of activating links and adding background information where necessary.   

As members, this is your site and we want to be sure your input is heard so please don’t hesitate to 

contact us at info@burlingtonhistorical.ca with any thoughts or questions.   

Interested in participating?  Do you know of an outreach opportunity?  Contact us at 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca or talk to any of our Board members at the General Meetings. 

 

 

Greeters 
Thank you to our April Greeters 

 

Our smiling and cheerful 

Greeters at April's General 

Meeting were: 

 

Elizabeth Baldwin 

Jacquie Poppe 
 

 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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Information contained on our website, newsletters and publications is printed in good faith and for general purposes. 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 
 

Officers 
(Elected) 

 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President  Jane Ann Newson 
1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 

2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 

Treasurer  Barry Saunders 
 

Past President Alan Harrington 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Newsletter Joan Downey 
Archives  Joan Downey 

Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 
Outreach  Heather Mace 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

Heritage Dates and Events 
 

 
17 Sites covering areas: Nelson - Lowville - Downtown – Aldershot 

• Burlington's Best Awards - May 11th at the RBG 

Tickets $35/ 

• Annual Jane's Walk - May 8th  - Downtown Burlington 

Free 

• Museums of Burlington 

Mother's Day Tea - Saturday May 13th 

Tickets $40/ and must be purchased in advance 

 

Burlington Historical Society 
 

General Meetings         Location – Burlington Public Library, Central Branch, 7:00 pm 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Monday, September 11, 2017 

Monday, October 16, 2017 

Monday, November 13, 2017 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

  Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

  Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS –  

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca       http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search 
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