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Changes to Burlington over the past half century 
 

Our Speaker for March 13th is former Burlington 

Alderman/Councillor, engaged Citizen and columnist 

for the Hamilton Spectator, Joan Little.  

 

Joan will talk about her half century with many Boards 

and Committees, the Waterfront being the start of her 

involvement in politics, along with the Beach Strip, 
Maple Avenue and Roseland and the political things that 

made Burlington change. 

Joan’s first election to Council was in 1973.  This evolved 

into several years and many responsibilities for City and 

the Region. She co-authored a book “Let’s Talk About 

It” (Citizens Handbook on Local Government). 

In 1982 Joan was named most effective member of 

Halton’s 24 regional councillors by group of four 

reporters covering Halton. (This was a one-time "report 

card" by the press.)  She became the weekly columnist 
for Hamilton Spectator’s Burlington News in 1998 and 

in 1999, until the present Joan is the regular Hamilton 

Spectator columnist on Burlington and Halton issues.  

From 2004 to 2017 she is also the Public-At-Large 

appointee to the Niagara Escarpment Commission.  
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April’s speaker is Jennifer Maruno 

speaking on Japanese Internment in 

WWII  

Join us and bring a friend 

Monday, March 13, 2017 at 7 pm 

Centennial Room, Burlington Public 

Library, Central Branch 

Admission is free and so are the 

cookies 
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MARCH PRESIDENT’S REPORT  By Jane Ann Newson 

 
 

In February, we were treated to a lavish cruise on the Queen Mary II  which was named the best luxury 

cruise in January 2016 with our own BHS Director Captain Tom Bochsler at the helm. 

The history of the Cunard  and a photograph of the early war days with soldiers crowding every square 

inch of the ship was fascinating.  Captain Tom took us from New York to Southampton  and back on 

this beautifully appointed ship with every amenity  that you can possibly image and then some.  The 

mechanics alone needed to run a cruise line such as this are simply mind boggling.  Thank you Captain 

Tom and Doreen for the amazing cruise experience! 

We saluted the fine efforts of our 2017 Directors in February - 

 

Photo by Jane Ann Newson 

Tom Bochsler, Wayne Murphy, Joan Downey, 

regrettably absent Heather Mace 

 

Do you have an idea for a future General Meeting?   If so, please 

send us your idea - info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  We would be happy to include them in our 

planning efforts in the coming months. 

We also encourage you to bring along an object and share its story at one of our General Meetings.  

This segment is called SHOW & TELL.  This would be of great interest to our members and guests. 

 

We were very pleased to receive a donation of an acrylic painting 

entitled "They Paved Paradise" from the artist Donna Fratesi.  You 

may have noticed it on display at our BHS booth at the Heritage Fair 

and at our February General Meeting.  Plans are underway to hang it 

in the library so everyone can admire it. 

 

As always, we encourage you to tell us 'how we are doing" - are the selected topics and speakers 

interesting,  are the meetings in general interesting and informative?    Drop us an email placing my 

name in the Subject Line - info@burlngtonhistorical.ca.   

Jane Ann Newson 
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WHEN IT ALL BEGAN 

 

By Dorothy Turcotte:  excerpts from Burlington Memories of Pioneer Days  

“The first white men to see Burlington Bay were greatly impressed by its beauty.  The Indians had called 
this shimmering body of water Lake Macassa (“beautiful waters”), but the white men soon began 

referring to it as Lake Geneva.  

When Joseph Brant received a land grant in 1784, he chose a prime site overlooking Lake Geneva, Lake 

Ontario and the Beach Strip.  On the property’s most scenic spot, Brant built a house of cedar logs 

covered with white frame siding.  For many years the house was a landmark near the present site of 

the Joseph Brant Hospital.  

After Brant died in 1807 his friend James Gage of Stoney Creek purchased 338.5 acres from the estate.  

On this land, Gage laid out a townsite, although the land remained undeveloped in his name until the 

1820s, when he began to transfer lots to his sons.  

In 1806 part of Nelson Township was finally purchased from the Mississauga Indians, surveyed and made 

available to settlers.  This land extended from the lake to two concessions north of Dundas Street.  In 

1817 another survey was made.  This was called “the New Survey,” and it extended north to the present 

Derry Road.  All of this land was 

eagerly sought by settlers 

because it was so conveniently 

located near Lake Ontario, was 

excellent for farming, and many 

sites had spectacular views of 

the lake and the escarpment.  

Settlers farming this land soon 

needed access to markets to 

sell their produce.  Brant Street 

and the Guelph Line were two 
of the main roads providing 

easy routes to the lake.  At the 

bottom of each, docks and 

warehouses sprang up.  Before 

long, both communities were 

regular stopping places for lake schooners.    Photo – BHS Archives 

Until the official opening of the Burlington Canal in 1832, the village of Wellington Square at the foot 

of Brant Street was a more important port than Hamilton.  At times there was congestion on both 

Brant Street and the Guelph Line as farm wagons lined up all the way from the lakeshore to Middle 

Road waiting to deliver their grain and other produce at the docks.  

In 1873 the villages of Wellington Square and Port Nelson petitioned the government for incorporation 

as the village of Burlington.  The foundation was laid for the development of today’s modern city.”
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OUTREACH   By Heather Mace 

Heritage Fair 

A big thank you to Joan Downey and Patricia Taylor for manning our booth on February 4th.  As well, 

much appreciation goes to Peggy Armstrong, Jack Segaert, and Jane Ann Newson for their invaluable 

assistance. Many interested visitors drop by to chat and pick up pamphlets, newsletters, and watch our 

video.   

Sharing Memories Project 

Currently preparing for our first interviews at the Pearl and Pine 

scheduled for late February.  We have several residents 

interested in participating, which is very encouraging.  We are 

prepared with a list of thought-provoking questions to help 

gather valuable insight and information while putting our guests 

are at ease to share their personal stories.   

St. Christopher’s Anglican Church Men’s Group 

Scheduled for April 24th, Jane Ann will speak for 20 to 40 minutes on the history of agriculture in 

Burlington.  The presentation will take the audience through the years of extensive farming (both the 

business and social life) that became the backbone of Burlington’s identity then and our roots of today.  

Joan Downey will be on hand to provide information about BHS. 

Burlington Seniors’ Centre – History Presentations  

All 6 lesson topics are well underway - Agriculture, Brant Inn of Old, Brant Street, Spencer Smith - the 

Man and the Park, Villages of Burlington, Businesses and Commercial Enterprises.  They are scheduled 

to begin in September this year.   

Website 

It is still under construction; however, we are almost there and will share with everyone as soon as we 

launch.   

 

Thank you to our February greeters: 

 

Dohn Nagy and Ross Anderson 

Our March greeters will be: 

 

Dohn Nagy and Mike McDonnell 

Interested in participating in our outreach activities? We are always looking for 

enthusiastic members to volunteer for Research, Speaking, Writing to name a few.   

 

Do you know of an outreach opportunity for BHS?  All ideas are welcome 

 

Contact us at info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  or talk to any of our Board members at the 

General meetings. 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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A Walk in Greenwood by Peggy Armstrong   
 

Chapter 11                 Some Women Who Made a Difference  

March 8th is International Women’s Day.  In this chapter of A Walk in Greenwood we are giving 

recognition to a few of Burlington’s women who, through their circumstances, determination, talent, 

intellect and adventuresome spirit, among other individual attributes, were able to accomplish what 

perhaps other women could never see as a possibility.  Included in this chapter are: Margaret Graham, 

our town Bell Ringer; Emily Williamson, 

first female lawyer in Burlington; Alice 

Peck, artist; and, Margaret Peart who 

pushed nursing to the limit.  Not included 

in detail is Ariel Shapland, later Cleaver.  

Ariel at age 17, entered and won a contest 

to design a crest for the Town of 

Burlington.  The year was 1913 and her 

design stood for fifty years, when it was 

somewhat modified – quite a legacy for a 

young woman!            Photo from Pathway to Skyway Revisited, p79 – Clare Emery Machan  

Visit our website to read about these amazing women!  www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

MYSTERY PHOTO 

Please visit the website for larger photos and a writeup on last month’s photo 
March Mystery Photo 

 

We have a special request this month which came to us via Halton 

Region.  This photograph was received from a member of the 

Thompson family.  The researcher thinks it was taken in front of a 

school, around 

1915.  I have only 

been able to 

locate brick 

schoolhouses 

which were built, 

in many cases, to 

replace a burned 

down wooden 

building.   

 

Do you have any old family photos which may identify the location 

where this photo was taken?  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  

 

February Mystery Photo 

The very imposing stone building is 

Nelson House.  The photo is from 

the 1877 Atlas of Halton County.  

To read more about Nelson 

Township and Nelson House, 

please go to our website.  

 

We had 2 members correctly 

identify this photo: 

Warren McCrea & Mike 

McDonnell. 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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FREEMAN STATION UPDATE  By Alan Harrington 

 

Mr. Freeman Barber was born April 7, 1883 near Guelph.  He lived near Stratford and worked with the 

railway until moving to Buffalo in the 1930's. On April 2 1967 he died.  He was cremated where his ashes 

were left in a box on a desk in New York State for 49 years. 

 

In 2016, the custodian decided to search who these ashes belonged to? He discovered they belonged to 

an Ontario family and arrangements were made to have the ashes buried in the Barber plot at 

the Stratford cemetery.  Last summer, Freeman Barber was finally reunited with his family.   

 

Coincidentally, in December 2016 - the Freeman Station 

chanced upon a railway item on  

EBay and purchased it.  The item: Freeman Barber's original 

framed Grand Trunk Railway Locomotive Engineer 

Certificate #737 signed and dated Oct 1 1907. 

 

Freeman Barber's great nephew has accepted our invitation to 

visit the station and mount his great uncle's license on the 

Station Agents Office wall. 

        
          Photo by Alan Harrington   

Why was he named "Freeman"? The Barber family was familiar with Burlington in the 1800's and liked 

the name Freeman. 

 

Google the story "Freeman Barber" on CBC or USA Today's websites.  

NOTE:  for a larger view of this certificate click here 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/Files/2017/03/Grand%20trunk%20cert.jpg  

 

NOTES FROM THE ARCHIVES   By Joan Downey 

From the Burlington Gazette 100 years ago (March 1917) 
Two automobiles got stuck in the mud on Elizabeth 

Street on Sunday morning and the occupants were 

obliged to walk to church. 

From the Burlington Gazette 90 years ago 

(March 1927) 

The Virtue Motor Co. have been appointed dealers for 

the General Motors Corporation and will specialize in 

Chevrolet cars.  The newest models are now on display 

in their showrooms. 

Thank you to Peggy Armstrong for her continued  Virtue Motors, Lakeshore & Locust, 1930 

Research in the Burlington Gazette.      Photo – BHS Archives 

http://burlingtonhistorical.ca/Files/2017/03/Grand%20trunk%20cert.jpg
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Heritage Dates and Events 
 

Burlington Historical Society 
 

General Meetings @ 7:00 pm 

Monday, March 13, 2017 

Monday, April 10, 2017 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Monday, September 11, 2017 

Monday, October 16, 2017 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

 

Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Museums of Burlington 
Sp’egg ‘tacular Easter Event 

Sunday, April 9, 2017 from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

At Ireland House Museum 

 

2017 Halton Heritage Network Conference 
Thursday, April 6, 2017 from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

In the Royal Botanical Gardens Auditorium 

To register:  www.hrhsmakingheritagehappen.com  

 

ON United Empire Loyalist Day 
Friday, June 19, 2017 at 6:00 pm 

At Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre, Hamilton 

To register:  glohoward@rogers.com  

 

 

** March Membership Notice ** 
 

Please be advised that your membership renewals for 2017 are now due.  All membership 

renewals must be accompanied by a  2017 Membership Form with the top half of this form 

completed.  Your renewal notice can be sent via mail or brought to the March 13th General 

meeting. 

Thank you. 

Jane Ann Newson – Membership 

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive 

 

Officers 
(Elected) 

 

 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

 

 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
President  Jane Ann Newson 

1st Vice President Ed Keenleyside 
2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Pat Taylor 

Treasurer  Barry Saunders 

 
Past President Alan Harrington 

 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Newsletter Joan Downey 

Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 
Membership Jane Ann Newson 

Outreach  Heather Mace 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 

Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 
50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 

 

http://www.hrhsmakingheritagehappen.com/
mailto:glohoward@rogers.com
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

⃝    New Member        ⃝    Renewal 

                           

⃝  Family:  $40.00        ⃝  Senior:  $25.00       ⃝  Adult:  $30.00 

     
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  MEMBERSHIP -  

SPECIAL PROJECTS – TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

  Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General 

Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical 

Society 
www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca     http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search 

 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca/
mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search

