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Crime Stoppers - The Inside Story 

In January - local author Cal Millar shares the fascinating story 

of the history of Crime Stoppers - a crime prevention 

program and its Canadian roots. 

Cal Millar - retired assignment reporter with the Toronto Star.   

This is the never-before told story of how Canadian born 

Greg MacAleese created Crime Stoppers in 1976 while 

working as a detective for the Albuquerque Police 

Department.  MacAleese approached Police Chief Bob Stover 

suggesting the idea of a community run program to curb 

lawlessness in what had become one of the most crime-ridden 

cities in the United States. The Albuquerque Police 

Department hails Crime Stoppers as the most successful anti-

crime program in the history of law enforcement. 

 

 

Join us and bring a friend 
 

Monday, January 9th, 2017 

7:00 pm 

 

Speaker:  Cal Millar 

Crime Stoppers 

Next Meeting 
 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

 

Speaker:  TBA 
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President's Report
  
By Jane Ann Newson 
 

 

On behalf of the BHS Executive, I send along our very  best wishes for a new year filled with 

good health,  happiness and kind deeds! 

Many thanks to our November speaker JEFF MAHONEY who brought  the history of The 

Hamilton Spectator to life with even a flavour of Burlington.  Jeff certainly got us all involved with 

various remembrances going back over the past 170 years of The Hamilton Spectator publication.  

Thank Jeff for a most memorable evening.   

You may have noticed that our Gazette newsletter format appears differently but in a good way!  

Reason for the change in design is due to the absence of a Newsletter Editor.   Many thanks go 

out to JOAN DOWNEY who has stepped up to the plate temporarily to fill these shoes.  

Obviously we are searching for an permanent Editor who will take over this important 

communication and outreach function for us.   Are you able to help fill this role?   

I would like to share some 2016 statistics with you.  Our 2016 General Meeting attendance was 

626 people.  This represents a  113 increase over  2015!  Our total membership for last year 

ended up at 123.   New members are wishing to get more involved which has been our succession 

goal all along and we thank them sincerely for supporting  BHS in this manner! 

The eight General Meeting programs planned for this new year sound  exciting and will provide 

you with your desire to hear more about the history of our city, province and country!  

My personal search for a suitable candidate to take over Membership continues.   The skills 

needed are a working knowledge of EXCEL and some administrative types of tasks as they pertain 

to Membership and  the General Meeting .   You will also need to attend each of our 8 General 

Meetings in order to provide Membership assistance.   Are you able to volunteer a few hours 

each month to support this important role?  If so, please contact me directly at the email address 

shown below. 

We begin 2017 with some exciting Outreach opportunities which will be outlined in more detail 

in the OUTREACH  section of our newsletter by Outreach Chair Heather Mace. 

May I take this opportunity to remind you that if you have suggestions, comments or if you wish 

to volunteer on our TEAM, please send me an email using  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  and 

putting my name in the SUBJECT line.    

Historically, 

 

JA
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Brant Inn was the place to be during festive holidays 
 
By Stewart Brown:  

Excerpts - Brant  Inn Memories  

  

"The Brant Inn was a popular destination at Christmas and New 

Year's, whether folks wanted to dine or dance or do both.  Owner 

Murray Anderson, who loved to entertain, entered 

wholeheartedly into the spirit of the holidays.  A huge decorated 

Christmas tree figured prominently in the Lido Deck.  And 

Anderson took special pains to book top notch entertainment at 

Christmas and New Year's;  Mart Kenney's orchestra, Canada's 

best-known dance band, was a particular New Year's Eve favourite 

during the 1940s. 

  

One of the Brant Inn traditions on New Year's Eve was the 

midnight arrival of Little New Year in the form of a diapered 

toddler bursting through the paper face of a large clock on the 

upper bandstand of the Lido Deck. 

 Dancers about to be showered with balloons 

 as they celebrate New Year’s Eve 1947 

  

John Murray Evans of Burlington - named after the Brant Inn impresario - was one of those New 

Year's sprouts.  

"My Dad - Chick Evans - was master of ceremonies for a lot of functions at the Brant Inn.  John 

Murray Anderson was my godfather.  I was the New Year's baby in 1947, going into 1948.  I was 

all dressed up in a big diaper and a big ribbon and was supposed to run through a clock.  But the 

face of the clock was a heavy paper and I couldn't break through at rehearsal.  So they cut a slit 

in the paper and that night, I ran through and wished everybody a Happy New Year." 

  

Craig Roberts of Grimsby was another New Year's baby.  "It was around 1955 or 1956, I'd be 

three or four, recalled Craig, whose trombonist father, Floyd, was playing in the Gav Morton 

band at the time.  I was able to sleep until just before midnight.  I probably didn't think much of 

the costume because it was a diaper which I'm sure I felt I was beyond.  The clock was like a big 

bass drum covered in paper.  You were hidden, then jumped through the paper and twirled a 

noisemaker and blew a horn.  Then I was whisked away, no doubt to cake, or something like 

that."  

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members: 

Josie Hammond  Edward Naftolin 

Russell Woodley  Denny Williams 

David Billings 
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Heritage Updates 
 

Freeman Station Update 
By Alan Harrington 

Freeman Station was the stage late November to 

honour the Anniversary of the arrival of a new 

Canadian to the very same station exactly 60 years 

earlier. 

 On November 28 1956, Lesley Dawe arrived from 

England through New York City to Burlington.  She 

always kept the memory of that day and the warm 

welcome she received when she arrived in the town.  

In celebration of the special day, greetings were offered 

by Mayor Rick Goldring to Lesley who was surrounded 

by 35 members of her family and friends.  
        Photo – Bob Miller 

From the Archives 
The following articles are from the files of the Burlington Gazette, February 18, 1942 (74 years ago): 

 

Burlington has scored another direct hit! The Victory Loan 

Committee have announced that Burlington will be among the 

few places to be honored with a visit by Gracie Fields, that 

well-known English comedian.  Yes sir folks!  “Gracie” will be 

here in person at 4:30 shart on Thursday afternoon and will 

talk to the large number who will want to hear her over a 

loud speaker system from the library steps (on Brant St.).  She 

will be officially welcomed by Mayor J. Gordon Blair and 

introduced to the assembled gathering.   

 

 
 

Gracie Fields and dignitaries on the steps of Burlington Library,                
Burlington Gazette, 25 Feb 1942 

**** 

The town fathers have treated themselves to some new easy chairs to make the hours spent in doing town 

business more comfortable. 

**** 
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A special meeting of the ratepayers of Fisher’s Corners was held in the school last night, Feb. 17.  The problem of 

solving the crowded conditions in the school was given a great deal of discussion.  Mr. Russell Peart explained that 

over 30 pupils were now spread out in three schools in the township due to lack of accommodation in their own 

school. 

G. Hutton, Architect, presented plans for additional rooms and changes to the present building at an approximate 

cost of $19,000.  E. C. Caldwell claimed he had three children, all attending different schools. 

**** 

Archivist’s note:  Fishers Corners School, S.S. #4 was located on Peter Fisher’s farm on Guelph line.  It was 

closed in June of 1947 and replaced by Glenwood Public School.  The building was demolished ca 1956 to make 

way for the QEW.   

Joan Downey 

A Walk in Greenwood 
 

“THEY   DIED   AWAY”  and Returned to Greenwood for Burial 

Members of Burlington families have for various reasons, left for other places. It may have been for work. 

With the often large number of children born into a single household, it may have been necessary for 

sons, and some daughters, of either a business man or farmer to look 

elsewhere for their future living. 

The experience of education away from home provided the 

opportunity of independence and may have lead to contacts with 

students from other places. 

Parents, in their later years, also relocated to be closer to their 

children who had settled sometimes a long distance away.       
Photo - BHS Archives 

In more recent years, residents traveling have run into end of life health situations and have been 

returned by air to Burlington for burial, but it wasn’t always that easy when the mode of transport was 

the railway. 

In almost all of these situations, a family, and a family plot in Greenwood was awaiting their return if 

necessary. 

The reason for leaving and the cause of death are not available for some of the following residents who died 

away. 

© Peggy Armstrong 

Greeters 
Thank you to our Greeters 

November – 

Anne Wingfield 

Barry Saunders 

January –  

Dohn Nagy 

Jack Segaert 
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Outreach Report 
 

By Heather Mace 

2016 was a great year for our outreach efforts, building relationships and kicking off some exciting projects.  We 

look forward to exciting opportunities in 2017.   

Jack Segaert has kindly offered to be our project lead, filling the new position of Project Manager / Coordinator.  

Congratulations, Jack! 

Projects: 

Burlington History presentation series at the Burlington Seniors’ Centre:  Developing 6 presentations on different 

historical topics: Agriculture, Brant Inn, Communities, Brant Street, Spencer Smith - the man and the park, and 

Business/commerce..  They will be bi-weekly on Thursday, running from September 14 to November 30, 9:30 a.m. 

to 11:30 a.m.  If you are interested in being a presenter, please contact Jack. 

 

Pearl & Pine – In January, we will have the honour of recording conversations with 8 residents.  This is an 
irreplaceable source of personal stories of Burlington long ago. 
 

Community Activities 

Burlington Historical Society member Helen Callaway and a group of citizens 
with a keen interest in history recently held an Historic Kilbride Night at the 
Kilbride United Church.  The night was a great success with the church 
bursting at the seams.  Two wonderful vintage films were screened.  
Afterwards, there was coffee and conversation in the church hall.   While 
browsing the display (Joan Downey manned the BHS table), lots of stories 
were exchanged and friendships made and rekindled.  
                    

Photo: - Pat Taylor 

Mystery Photo 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another stone building.    Hmmm – I wonder 

where this one is? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Mike McDonnell for a very quick 

response.  It is indeed S.S. #10, Dakota 

Schoolhouse, built in 1862 and located at 5726 

Cedar Springs Road.  The building is now a private 

residence. 
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Heritage Dates and Events 
 

Burlington Historical Society 
 

Executive Meetings 

Tuesday, January 3, 2017 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Monday, March 6, 2017 

Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

General Meetings 

Monday, January 9, 2017 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Monday, March 12, 2017 

Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

 

Museums of Burlington 
2017 Heritage Fair  

Saturday,  February 4th, 10-3 at Central Library  

 

Family Day Festivities, Ireland House at Oakridge 

Farms, Monday, February 20th, times TBA 

 

 

 

 

Reminder – 
 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on January 9, 2017 

 

Officer Positions up for election are as follows:  President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice 

President, Treasurer, Secretary 

Paid up members in good standing can stand for nomination. Each nomination must be 

seconded by a paid up member in good standing.  Should there be six (6) nominees on the 

proposed Slate, an election by secret ballot shall be conducted.   

Burlington Historical Society Executive 

 

Officers 
(Elected) 

 

 

Directors 
(Appointed) 

 

 

Convenors 
(Appointed) 

 
 
President  Jane Ann Newson 

1st Vice President To be announced 
2nd Vice President Elizabeth Baldwin 
Secretary  Joan Downey 

Treasurer  Barry Saunders 
Past President Alan Harrington 

 

 
Programs  Tom Bochsler 
Newsletter Joan Downey 

Archives  Joan Downey 
Webmaster Wayne Murphy 

Membership Jane Ann Newson 

Outreach  Heather Mace 

 

 
Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
Telephone Committee      Elizabeth Baldwin 

Century Buildings        Pat Taylor 
Heritage Burlington rep     Rick Wilson 

50/50 Draw        Patricia Taylor 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
 

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Membership - 2017 
 

Date: __________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________Postal Code:_____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ Email address: _______________________ 

 

Membership Dues (check all categories that apply) 

 

New Member     Family: $40.00     Senior: $25.00 

 

Renewal                      Adult: $30.00      

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand 

I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Volunteer 
Join our volunteer team – please circle your interest(s) 

 
RESEARCH - 50/50 DRAW - COFFEE - BYTES OF BURLINGTON - ARCHIVES - NEWSLETTER – OUTREACH  -  

MEMBERSHIP -  SPECIAL PROJECTS –  

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of _____________ 

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convenor 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario  L7M 4A3 

 

OR 

-  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search 
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