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T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

M. M. Robinson and Canada’s First  

Commonwealth Games 

Join Us  

 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

Keynote speaker:  Christine Lei 

The Friendly Games: M. M. Robinson 

 Brings the First Commonwealth Games to Canada, 1930  

 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

Join Us  

 

Monday, February 9, 2015 

 

Keynote Speaker:  Robin McKee 

The Niagara Gorge Railway 

 

Admission is free—bring a friend 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

Born in Peterborough in 1888, Melville Marks (Bobby) Robinson was a sports 

reporter for the Hamilton Spectator. He attended the 1928 Summer Olym-

pics in Amsterdam as manager of the first-ever co-ed Canadian track and 

field team.  The Amsterdam Olympics 

provided Robinson with a venue for the 

contacts he would need to sell the idea 

of holding British Empire Games, now 

called Commonwealth Games, in the 

"spirit of friendly competition". 

 

With the support of his associates in the 

Hamilton Olympic Club, members of the 

Hamilton City Council and Parks Board, 

and some of the leading business men of 

Canada, he was able to bring the first 

British Empire Games to Hamilton, On-

tario, August 16th to 23rd, 1930.  
M. M. Robinson in official blazer at the 

first British Empire Games in Hamilton, 

1930 
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The wreath was displayed at our November 10 

meeting and the next day taken to City Hall in 

preparation for the Remembrance Day event.  

The autumn weather was beautiful and the 

news reported the crowd of over a thousand 

was by far the largest anyone could remember.  

Warplanes from Hamilton flew overhead and I 

was honoured to place our wreath at the ceno-

taph on behalf of the BHS.   

The BHS links with many groups in the commu-

nity and we were glad to support the Legion, 

and for our participation in Doors Open in Sep-

tember, Museums Burlington gave us a thank-

you letter. Even the City of Burlington called 

upon us to lend them the large print from our 

archives of a 1963 painting of City Hall by Stu-

art Connelly.  You can see it on display in front 

of City Hall on January 6-16, 2015 for the 50th 

anniversary of the building celebrations.   

Although a lot has been accomplished over the 

past 24 months – there is still so much more 

that can be done. We have booked the speak-

ers for the first four months of 2015 and are 

already working on May’s speaker to make this 

year the best yet. 

Have a safe and happy holiday 

Alan 

PS - In December the membership team in-

formed me that we hit the membership target 

of 100 people. 

 

 

President’s Report  

All of a sudden 

the second year 

of my two year 

term is ended 

and 2015 will 

start with the 

election of a new 

board for the 

BHS.  I have truly 

enjoyed the jour-

ney .   We 

worked hard this 

year to improve 

the experience 

for BHS mem-

bers and even set a goal to increase our mem-

bership numbers to 100 or more. 

For our November 10 meeting we planned to 

continue the 2014 theme of Canada’s involve-

ment in the two World Wars with a photo 

presentation of European battlefields and 

cemeteries.  What could be more fitting than 

to have a wreath at that meeting to close the 

year?  So on October 21 I called “Burlington 

Legion 60” to arrange a wreath and was ad-

vised it was already the last day to order. 

However - if we could get a payment to them 

promptly they would confirm our request; 

and so the next day we delivered our cheque 

‘first thing’.  Later that same morning we 

learned of the gunfire on Parliament Hill that 

tragically took the life of Hamilton soldier Na-

than Cirillo.  The shocking news quickly put 

into perspective all the discourse of the cour-

age and suffering of Canadian soldiers we had 

learned about all through the year. 

Alan Harrington 
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     By Claire Emery Machan= Abridged from “Pathway to Skyway-Revisited” 

 

The Early History of Burlington’s Fire Fighters  

Burlington Fire Brigade on parade, 1924  

During the 1890s, the Burlington Volunteer Fire Brigade was formed and the first horse-drawn apparatus 

was bought in 1893.  A bell was erected on the town hall to call the volunteers in the event of a fire (this 

bell has been preserved and can now be seen at the entrance to the Central Library).   

 

In 1897, Mr. Clegg moved that the Burlington Fire Committee purchase four coats, six pairs of boots, six 

hats, five pairs of gloves, one pole hook, one roof ladder, etc. at the cheapest market.  This was achieved 

as the bill only came to $26.40. The council also approved $1.15 for cheese and soda biscuits for firemen 

at a recent fire and $1 for matches. (Perhaps they were short on fires.) 

 

In 1907 underground water storage tanks were built in various locations in the village for water storage in 

case of fire. These served until the waterworks was built in 1909.  For many years, Burlington’s tall water 

tower at the corner of Maria and John Streets was a well-known landmark. It stood at that location until 

1956. 

 

The first motorized fire truck was bought in September 1916 and it greatly increased the brigade’s efficien-

cy. It cost $4,855.  It was a combined chemical and hose truck with a two ton capacity.  Volunteers had 

been paid $1 for drawing the old apparatus to the fire.  This was no longer required. 

 

The new truck had a good workout on a windy night at the beach when 14 two-story houses burned. The 

old hose reel was later given to the Peel-Halton House of Refuge in Brampton.  

 

In 1918, the fire and light committee wished to install a signal siren fire alarm, but decided that the one 

purchased “is absolutely unsatisfactory and we will not accept same.”  A local family continued to attend 

to the ringing of the bell, a telephone having been placed in their home to notify them of the location of 

fires. 

 
Prior to 1900, hook and ladder companies were strictly voluntary.  Members carried out their duties with-

out remuneration, the social activities being their reward. There was a spirit of camaraderie in the volun-

teer organization and wholesome rivalry between companies. Burlington firemen were constantly kept 

busy with the town band and sports activities. As firefighting apparatus developed in efficiency and the 

town increased in size and population, more permanent arrangements became necessary.  
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N   
U P D A T E  

As of November 28th, restoration of the Free-
man station is not only on target but ahead of 
schedule. Well over 600 labour hours have 
been put into the project to date. 

This includes:  removal of floors and replace-
ment of joists, installation of basement stair-
case, repair and painting of the lower area, re-
construction to chimney support, and a large 
dumpster filled with old wood—no small task 
in itself. 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

 

- Executive meeting 

     Monday, January 5       7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

- General meeting 

     Monday, January 12      7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

Heritage Dates and Events 

2015 Membership Reminder:  Dues are payable in January 

Please advise if you have a change of address or email  

See Jane Ann or Marianne  

Sir John A. Macdonald 

11 January 1815 – 6 June 1891 

Library and Archives Canada/C-005327  

Happy 200th Birthday 

News and Updates 

Freeman Station, November 2014 

Check out “What’s New” on our Website at 

http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Includes:  Aldershot aerial photos, Historic Aldershot by 

Les Armstrong, Skyway anniversary photos, Burling-

ton residents who served in War of 1812 
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Notes from the Archives  

 

While sorting through papers, I came across this article, originally published in the Toronto Star and 

reprinted in the Burlington Gazette 20 January 1932: 

 

“The town of Burlington arises, eats, quits work and even sets its clocks by a woman of 84, Mrs. M. 

Graham, who for 20 years has superintended the ringing of the town bell here.  She is the only 

known woman horologer in Canada. 

 

Promptly at seven every morning, at 12 noon at 1 pm and at six in the evening the bell is rung at her 

bidding.   

 

Since 1911 she has been the town clock in all weather and all seasons.  At her home yesterday, The 

Star found her spry and active despite her four score years and more. 

 

“For the past 20 years, the ringing of that bell has been controlled by this household.” Mrs. Graham 

declared proudly. 

 

She herself used to go up to the tower on the fire hall every day and pull the rope that called the 

townspeople to work or play.  Sometimes her nephew, Leslie, would relieve her of the duty.  Lately, 

Mrs. Graham has not been able to walk the 200 or 300 yards from her home on New Street to the 

fire hall and so her daughter, Mrs. W. Rae, with whom she lives, has tolled the hours. 

 

So it is under Mrs. Graham’s name that the town each year awards the bell ringing contract, calling 

for the payment of $10 per month. 

 

The Star climbed the 75 foot tower into what should have been a bat-ridden belfry, only there were 

no bats, and examined the bronze time recorder.  It is old and weather beaten, but a nearly defaced 

inscription told that it had been cast and put there by the town council of 1894.  At that time, it 

records, Thomas Atkinson was reeve of the municipality.” 

 

Burlington Gazette, 27 September 1933 

“Mrs. Margaret Graham, a well known and highly respected resident of the town passed away at her 

residence, 2 New Street this morning about nine o’clock, after a brief illness.  Internment took place 

in Greenwood Cemetery.” 

 
Note:  go to http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/2458082/data?n=3 to read more about our town 

bell which now has a home at the entrance to Central Branch, Burlington Public Library. 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Joan Downey, Archivist 

http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/2458082/data?n=3
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Looking Back 

Thank you to Tom Boschler for the 

presentation and impactful photog-

raphy that reminded us every day 

should be Remembrance Day.   

Remembrance and Thanks 

President, Alan Harrington laying the Burlington 

 Historical Society wreath at Burlington’s cenotaph 

We are proud to be one of the many organization’s who support Burlington’s heritage: 

Museums of Burlington                     Burlington Public Library 

  Doors Open Burlington                     Friends of Freeman Station 

                                 Burlington Legion 60                     Burlington’s Best       

Thank You 

Mystery Photo 

Do you know where this is? 

Help us update our archive 

photo collection.  Send an 

email to  

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  

 

We will announce the win-

ners in the next Gazette 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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C o n v e n o r s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive  
Alan Harrington 

Jane Ann Newson 

Colin Morley 

 

Noreen McNairn 

 

President 

1st Vice President / Treasurer 

2nd Vice President / Publicity /

Facilities Co-ordinator 
 

Secretary 

 

Joan Downey 

Heather Mace 

Marianne Hubbs 

Ken Davy  

Les Armstrong

  

Archivist 

Director / Newsletter 

Director / Membership 

Director / Publicity / Programs 

Past President 

Contact Information 
Phone:  Noreen McNairn (Secretary) — 905-637-6400 

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Anne Wingfield 

Rick Wilson 

James Clemens 

Pat Taylor 

Greeting Cards 

Heritage Burlington Representative 

Heritage Burlington Representative 

Century Buildings Committee 

Judi McNairn 

Iris Davy 

David Craig 

 

Promotion / Displays / Publications 

Telephone Committee 

Webmaster / Archives 

 

 

Call for Nominations — Notice of BHS Annual Meeting 

The Burlington Historical Society will hold its Annual Meeting on January 12, 2015. 

At this time, BHS members will have an opportunity to select the 2015 Directors/Officers of the 

Society.  Nominations for any of these five (5) positions may be submitted to the Nominating Com-

mittee Chair - Ken Davy - 30 days prior to our Annual Meeting.  Paid up members in good standing 

can stand for nomination.  Each nomination must be seconded by a paid up member in good stand-

ing. The Chair of the Nominating Committee will present the list of nominees at the Annual Meet-

ing.  If there are more than five (5) nominees on the proposed slate, an election by secret ballot 

shall be conducted. 

  

Contact Ken Davy to indicate your nomination by email:  kdavy@cogeco.ca 
 

2015 Directors/Officers Open Positions 

President           1st Vice President               2nd Vice President              Treasurer                 Secretary 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Name       Telephone_________________________  

Address_______________________________________________________ 

City        Postal Code__________________ 

Email Address____________________________________________________________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

           

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Membership Application 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 
 New Member 

 Renewal 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor 

at the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

Or mail to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 
1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  
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T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

The Niagara Gorge Railway 

Join Us  

 

Monday, February 9, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

Keynote Speaker:  Robin McKee 

The Niagara Gorge Railway 

 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

 

Join Us  

 

Monday, March 9, 2015 

 

Keynote Speaker:  Rev Bob Brownlie 

The Art of C.W. Jefferys  

  

Admission is free—bring a friend 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

The Niagara Gorge 

Railway was part of 

the Great Gorge 

Route (GGR), orga-

nized in 1895 as the 

Niagara Falls & 

Lewiston. It was 

reorganized and 

became the Niagara 

Gorge Railroad and 

operated until a 

rock slide on September 17, 1935.  
 

The Great Gorge Route was part of the "Niagara Gorge Belt Line". This ser-

vice was run jointly with the International Railway Co. (IRC) "Canadian Sce-

nic Route" on the Canadian side of the River from Niagara Falls to 

Queenston. Crossings were made on the Falls View Bridge in Niagara Falls 

and the Lewiston-Queenston Suspension Bridge.  

A Great Gorge Route train on the track alongside the Niagara River's infa-

mous Whirlpool Rapids near Niagara Falls, ca 1920 
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Month in Burlington’s Central Library.  This 

year will celebrate both Sir John A Macdonald’s 

200th birthday and the 50th anniversary of the 

Canadian Flag with the BHS and other local 

heritage groups participating. 

 

A Government of Ontario plaque was recently 

unveiled near the Cenotaph to recognize The 

Founding of Burlington.  It tells us that Joseph 

Brant received 3,450 acres of crown land in 

1798.  The area soon became Wellington 

Square and eventually the Town of Burlington 

was established in 1914.  The Crown land was 

a reward for Brant’s service to King George III 

during the American Revolution.  As February 
is also Black History month, it is relevant to 

note Joseph Brant reportedly had acquired as 

many as forty African-American slaves from the 

US, some of whom were used in the construc-

tion of his home on this tract of land.   

 

Finally - local journalist Pepper Parr read aloud 

a letter thanking the people of Burlington for 

the birthday wishes sent to Prince George on 

his 1st birthday.  Last year the BHS helped 

gather signatures for “Royal Reading” a birth-

day greeting for the prince, sent to Kensington 

Palace by proper protocol. 

 

Prince George is King George III’s g-g-(6x)-

grandson so there is a connection as Brant 

himself met King George III.  The Society will 

send the next book of signed greetings to the 

two year old future king in July 2015 to contin-

ue the tradition.  Mr. Parr publishes an on-line 

newspaper (also named Gazette) featuring cur-

rent events and tales of historic significance.  

Link:   http://www.burlingtongazette.ca/ 

 

AH 

 

PS:  JAM** = John A Macdonald 200th birthday 

President’s Report  

Key items from 

t h e  J A M * * -

packed BHS An-

nual General 

Meeting - January 

12 2015. 

 

1st item - The 

results of the 

election are in 

and I find myself 

in the third year 

of a two year 

term as Presi-

dent of the BHS.  
I’m honoured to 

continue but be-

lieve at some 

point, the time is right for an eager new vol-

unteer take on the role. 

 

The BHS Constitution (by-laws) were pre-

sented for 2015. This document needed some 

updating after several years and has been 

posted on the BHS website. 

 

We remembered former BHS president and 

long-time member John Borthwick who 

passed away in December.  A special tribute 

for John will be prepared for an upcoming Ga-

zette edition.   

 

Our featured speaker gave a talk on M. M. 

Robinson, the driving force of the 1930 British 

Empire Games held in Hamilton, known as the 

Friendly Games. Earlier in the evening, our 

own Pat Taylor gave us a presentation of the 

large number of 1812 veterans buried in Bur-

lington cemeteries including their names and 

photographs of their headstones.  Who knew 

we had so much old history around us? 

 

And the celebration of our local history will 

continue during February with Heritage 

Alan Harrington 
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     By Claire Emery Machan= Abridged from “Pathway to Skyway-Revisited” 

 

Port Nelson was being settled before Wellington Square 

There is evidence that Port Nelson was settled earlier than Wellington Square.  This community was 

just outside of Brant’s Block at the Guelph Line and before Joseph Brant was ready to sell off lots, 

Crown land was available for settlement in Port Nelson.  

 

One of the first substantial homes at Port Nelson was that of Dr. Thomas Greene, first rector of St. 

Luke’s Anglican Church who came here from Ireland and settled on a 200 acre farm in 1832.   His 

home was at what is now the corner of First Street and Hart Avenue.  Mrs. Greene’s roses from her 

native land gave the place the name of “Roseland”. 

 

The community at the foot of Guelph Line originally had been called Cape Paradise but in 1839 the 

name Port Nelson appeared on a provincial map.  In 1846 there were 60 inhabitants, a store, tavern 

and shoemaker.  Five years later a carpenter and shipbuilder had settled there. 

 

By 1869 the population was 150.  The centre of the village was at the corner of the Guelph Line and 

Water Street, extending on both sides of the Guelph Line.  A portion was south of Water Street but 

where it stood is now under water, the shoreline having eroded with the action of the waves.      

 

Further north, Harman Fisher who came from the Philadelphia region and settled near Vineland, 

bought 200 acres from Catherine Brant on what is now Guelph Line for his son Peter. Peter Fisher 

settled there in 1825 in a log cabin.  The Fisher home at 801 Guelph Line was built in 1837.  The Fish-

er farms became a part of a busy commercial area and the location of the Burlington Mall. 

 

In 1873, the part of Port Nelson west of the Guelph Line joined with Wellington Square to become 

the incorporated village of Burlington.  Port shipping activities declined as the lumber and grain ship-

ments fell off.  By the end of the 19th century it was a residential and farming community.               

 

The first developer of Roseland was W.D. Flatt, a lumber merchant who had built a “suburban” home 

in 1910 at 3074 Lakeshore Road.  In a 1912 brochure, he described the “invigorating” breezes, the 

rich garden soil and the magnificent shoreline.  The home was sold in 1992 and was torn down to 

make way for smaller upscale residences.  

Intersection of Guelph Line and Lakeshore Road,  

Old Port Nelson, 1912 

2343 Lakeshore Road 

Built for George Hamilton Greene 1881 
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N   
U P D A T E  

Friends of Freeman Station’s exhibit is ongoing at 
the Brant Museum and  will be participating in 
Heritage Fair February 7th.  Just received a com-
mitment from BHS for the balance of their pledge 
of $5,000 in 2015. 

The photo at left is from the 1950's with CNR loco-
motive #6403 facing east toward Toronto.  This 
picture has not been seen before as it just surfaced 
from a private collection of old train photographs 
from a collector in the USA.   

We thank the many heritage presenters at our An-

nual Meeting in January 

 

 Christine Lei:  a glimpse into the sights and 

sounds of the Commonwealth Games in 1930 

 Pat Taylor: burial sites of the local soldiers of the 

War of 1812 
 

 

And many thanks to those members stepping down 

from their roles on the board and as convenors, hav-

ing made invaluable contributions to the BHS.  Each 

will receive a gift certificate to a Different Drummer 

bookstore.   
 

 Colin Morley 

 Noreen McNairn 

 Judy McNairn 

 Marianne Hubbs 

Looking Back 

2015 Membership Dues Reminder 

Please advise if you have a change of address or email  

See Jane Ann at the next General Meeting  

Canadian Flag 

50th Anniversary—Feb. 15 

News and Updates 

Check out “What’s New” on our 

W e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

The recently amended and approved 

Burlington Historical Society Consti-

tution is available for review.  Also 

several new photos of Burlington’s 

past. 
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Notes from the Archives  

Telecare 

In December we were contacted by a representative of the Tel-

ecare Burlington Distress Centre. Telecare Burlington, founded in 

1976, was a non-profit volunteer run organization providing 24 

hour telephone service for those in distress.  Unfortunately, due to 

a shortage of volunteers to staff the phone lines, on 6 December 

2014, they ceased operations.   

 

The records of their meetings, planning sessions, etc. and the many 

awards and commendations which were received have been turned 

over to the BHS to add to our collection of Burlington history.   

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Joan Downey, Archivist 

Mayor George Harrington places the 

first Telecare call in Burlington  -  Hamilton 

Spectator, 5 Oct 1976 

Black History Month 

February is Black History Month and is an opportunity to learn more about the lives and contribu-

tions of early Black residents.  We are fortunate to have accounts of two individuals who called Bur-

lington home. 

 

Michael Groat (or Grote) 

In 1806 Joseph Brant sold 140 acres of Brant’s Block to Mr. Groat.   We know he was black because 

in 1797 he signed a petition as a “Free Negro” asking for a land grant. He and his family apparently 

lived on the land from 1812 until at least 1834.  Since his land was adjacent to that of Asahel Davis, it 

may be that he was one of the slaves who came from North Carolina with the Davis family (see Ga-

zette April 2014 for an additional reference to the slaves of the Davis family). 

 

Mrs. Virginia 

The Burlington Gazette announced on July 18, 1900 that Mrs. Virginia, widow of Norman Virginia 

who died in 1885 “...an aged colored lady who for a number of years, conducted a hair-dressing busi-

ness in this village, was taken to the Hamilton city hospital last Wednesday, and died on Friday morn-

ing.  The remains were interred in St. Luke’s burying ground on Monday. “  St. Luke’s records con-

firm date of death as July 16, 1900, age 46 [no marker]. 

 

On August 1, 1900, the Burlington Gazette indicated “The household furniture and chattels belonging 

to the estate of the late Mrs. Virginia will be sold by public auction on Saturday afternoon.” 

 

For more information, a great source is Historica Canada at http://blackhistorycanada.ca/ 
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Heritage Matters 

Mystery Photo  

Winner 
 

Fred Briggs 

 

The Power Station 

Burlington Heritage Day 

Spend the day at the Central Library on Saturday, 

February 7th from 10:00 to 3:30 and be immersed 

in local history through presentations and exhibits. 

 

A sample of what you can expect: 

 

Presentations  

 Vanished Burlington 

 Sir John A. Macdonald Life and Times 

 Slavery:  Sophia Pooley and Joseph Brant 

 

Local Heritage Organization Exhibits  

 Freeman Station 

 Halton Regional Museum  

 Doors Open 

 Heritage Burlington 

 

Complete list of activities available at http://

cms.burlington.ca/AssetFactory.aspx?did=32920  

 

See You There! 

The new plaque at City Hall next to the cenotaph 

providing a brief history of the area up to the 1914 

when Burlington  became a town 

A trolley along the beach strip photo , 1918 

Courtesy  the Ross Taylor Post Card Collection 

BHS @ Work 

The BHS was pleased to have Joe Veitch share the experience of preparing Royal Reading, the Book of 

Best Wishes given to Prince George on his 1st birthday July 22, 2014. The BHS will help continue the 

tradition with the 2nd birthday book in 2015. 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  
Alan Harrington 

David Craig 

 

Ken Davy  

 

President 

1st Vice President / Website /  

Archives 

2nd Vice President / Director / 

Publicity / Programs 

Jane Ann Newson 

Joan Downey 

Heather Mace 

Les Armstrong

  

Treasurer / Membership 

Secretary / Archivist 

Director / Newsletter 

Past President 

Heritage Dates and Events 

Contact Information 

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Anne Wingfield 

Rick Wilson 

James Clemens 

Greeting Cards 

Heritage Burlington Representative 

Heritage Burlington Representative 

Judi McNairn 

Iris Davy 

Pat Taylor 

Promotion / Displays / Publications 

Telephone Committee 

Century Buildings Committee 

 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

 

- Executive meeting 

     Monday, February 2          7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

- General meeting 

     Monday, February 9         7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Burlington Central Library 

 

- Burlington Heritage Day 

    Saturday, February 7            10 PM — 3:30 PM 

 

- Evolution of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in                  

Canada 

    Saturday, February 21                2 PM — 4 PM 

 

- The Waterfalls of Hamilton 

    Wednesday, February 25       7 PM — 8:30 PM 

 

 
 

 

 

Heritage Burlington 

 

- Monthly meeting 

    Tuesday, February 3                    7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  City Hall, 2nd Floor, Room 247 

 

 

Museums of Burlington 

 

- Joseph Brant 

    Home School Program 

    Friday, February 6             10:30 AM — 3:30 PM 

  

    Family Day 

    Monday, February 16                 11 AM — 4 PM 

 

- Ireland House 

    P.A. Day Camp 

    Friday, February 13             9:30 AM — 3:30 PM 

 

 

The MacNab Circle 

 

- Sir Allan MacNab 127th Birthday 

     Thursday, February 19         5:30 PM — 8:30 PM 

      Location:  Scottish Rite, Hamilton 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Name       Telephone_________________________  

Address_______________________________________________________ 

City        Postal Code__________________ 

Email Address____________________________________________________________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

           

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Membership Application 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 
 New Member 

 Renewal 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor 

at the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          
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March 2015 Volume 11, Issue 3 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

C. W.  Jefferys 

Join Us  

 

Monday, March 9, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

Keynote Speaker:  Rev. Bob Brownlie 

The Art of C. W. Jefferys 

 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

 

Join Us  

 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

 

Keynote Speaker:  Prof. Kevin James 

Great Scots, Four Centuries of Migration to 

Canada 

  

Admission is free—bring a friend 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

 

   
C.W. (Charles William) Jefferys -

(August 25, 1869 – October 8, 1951) was a 

painter, illustrator, author, and teacher 

best known as a historical illustrator. 

 

Born in Rochester, England, Jefferys lived 

briefly in Hamilton and then by 1880 in To-

ronto. 

 

Jefferys had an intense interest in history 

and his reputation rests principally on his 

accurate and meticulous portrayal of early 

Canadian life. The best known collection of 

his historical sketches is "The Picture Gal-

lery of Canadian History". 
 

He drew the crest for the Head-of-the-Lake Historical Society includ-

ing a sketch of King George III as it appeared on 

a government building erected in 1794 at the 

south end of the Beach. 

 

A plaque in his honour quotes him, "If my work 

has stirred any interest in our country and its past, I 

am more than paid." 

C.W. Jefferys 

Photo:  M.O. Hammond, 1930 

Courtesy of Archives of Ontario 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rochester,_Kent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto,_Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto,_Ontario
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this was “local” history many learned about for 

the first time (myself included).  

 

Another local historian, Mark Gillies, offered his 

thoughts on heritage in the (other) Gazette on-

line newspaper:  “Heritage is a gift; it is your inher-

itance from previous generations.  Heritage is all 

about who they were, and how they lived.  The con-

cept is no different than a monetary inheritance. We 

have the choice to squander it away, or we can be 

responsible and do something that will benefit our 

present and future generations. Heritage will help us 

understand who we are. 
 

“Heritage is a combination of genes, decisions, and 

environment, over time. 
 

“Heritage cannot be stolen or taken from you, only 

lost or forgotten through our choices of ignorance, 

neglect or disuse. Heritage is your history. You do not 

get a second chance at the past.” 

 

If you have a favourite recollection of Burlington 

and are motivated, call up the Heritage Burling-

ton website and share your stories at 

www.heritageburlington.ca. 

 

Heritage Month has successfully wrapped up and 

evidently history is alive and well in the City. No 

other place on earth shares the same history as 

Burlington and it’s up to all of us to keep the 

journey going. 

 

AH 

 

PS  Please join us for our C. W. Jefferys presen-

tation in March. 

President’s Report  

February was Her-

itage Month in Bur-

lington, as promot-

ed by Heritage 

Burlington, a Citi-

zens Advisory 

Committee of 

Council reporting 

through the City’s 

Development and 

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

Committee. 

 

“Community heritage is all about sharing our 

stories and learning from our collective past,” 

said Mayor Rick Goldring. “Heritage Burlington 

has put a tremendous amount of work into develop-

ing this new website. I encourage everyone to visit 

and learn something they didn’t know about Burling-

ton’s unique heritage.” 

 

The main event was the Heritage Fair held at 

the Central Library.  Your Historical Society 

was there among other groups and partners we 

have worked with in the past. One participant 

was Robin McKee, a local historian who among 

his other talents conducts interesting local walk-

ing tours.  Robin was already booked to present 

the Niagara Gorge Railway at our February BHS 

meeting. His “Gorge Tour of the Falls” started 

with a video of the journey filmed by Edison, 

followed by several photographs and stories.  

The railway’s days ended with concerns for 

safety of the passengers and the onset of the 

automobile. The Mayor might be glad to know 

Alan Harrington 
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      Rev. Tebbs, widely known as “Old Man Sunshine” 

Dorothy Turcott 

Edited version from “Burlington –The Growing Years” 

      

Officially, he was the Rev. G. W. Tebbs, rector of St. 

Luke’s Anglican Church in Burlington, but to many he was 

“Old Man Sunshine”. 

This colourful clergyman was the shepherd of the St. 

Luke’s flock from 1918 to 1942. Many more, however, 

within range of radio station CKOC had heard him as his 

regular broadcasts were popular with many outside of 

Burlington and outside of the Anglican Church. 

His energy was boundless. Shortly after his arrival at St. Luke’s he established a building fund for a 

new parish hall which was dedicated to the memory of those who had died in the war. 

He was active in the Boy Scout movement. He was a school trustee and a founding member of the 

Burlington Lions Club. Gardening was a lifelong interest and because of this he revived the Burlington 

Horticultural Society in 1919 and became its president 

George Tebbs, however, became  best known for his role as “Old Man Sunshine”. It is said that he 

owned the first radio set in Burlington. The ladies of the Women’s Auxiliary enjoyed their weekly 

meetings at the rectory, for it gave them an opportunity to put on the headphones and listen to the 

rector’s radio for a few minutes. Rev. Tebbs could see the value of radio for he presided at the first 

religious service ever broadcast in Canada. 

Beginning in 1922 he arranged to have St. Luke’s services aired regularly over CKOC. Then in 1931 

Herb Slack, a Burlington resident who owned CKOC in Hamilton had an idea for a series of pro-

grams designed to bring cheer into the lives of listeners who were suffering from the Depression. He 

wrote three scripts and asked George Tebbs to read them over the radio using the name “Old Man 

Sunshine”. The series was so popular that it continued for eleven years. During that time, Rev. Tebbs 

travelled daily to and from Hamilton. The program remained very popular. Thousands of letters were 

received from listeners. By the time the Reverent retired from the program he had made three thou-

sand broadcasts. 

Rev. George W. Tebbs, "Old Man Sunshine", broadcasting 

on CKOC Radio, ca 1935 



4 

 

 

Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N   
U P D A T E  

 

Thank you to Robin McKee for 

taking us for a “ride” along the Ni-

agara Gorge Railway.    

 

 

               
For more information on this top-

ic, go to the BHS  website. 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Looking Back 

Members who have renewed their membership for 2015 ……   

THANK  YOU ! 
  

If you have not yet renewed — it’s easy 

See Jane Ann at the next General Meeting  

Please advise if you have a change of address or email  

 

 

A Warm Welcome to  

New Members 

Les Parker 

Ed Oliver 

Nancy Fedorovitch 

Brian Gilmore 

 Anne Sorochinsky 

Christopher Harvie 

 Michael Vollmer 

News and Updates 

 

Volunteers 
 

Check out our new ’Volunteering’ tab on our website.  We 
are always looking for enthusiastic people and have several 

positions open. 

 

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

On February 9th, the Benevolent Angel by 

George Wallace was donated to Burlington 

Public Art in memory of Jane Irwin, a long-

time BHS member and dedicated volunteer 

in the Archives. 

 

The sculpture is at the Burlington Central 

Library on the 

2nd floor.   Photo courtesy of:  Barry Gray, 

The Hamilton Spectator 

Restoration continues at the Freeman station.  In preparation 
for hydro service, the trench has been dug from the power sup-
ply pole to the basement. A power panel has been donated and 
the supporting breakers and switches have been purchased from 
a local electrical supplier. Next is just a matter of having 
the components installed by a certified electrician ready 
for inspection by the ESA (Electrical Safety Authority Ontar-
io). Hopefully mid-spring the lights can be turned on.   
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NOTES from the ARCHIVES 

In the Archives we keep copies of some newspaper columns which are of interest to Burlington.  

The following is from a column called Looking Back, by Paul Daniel, published in the Burlington 

Post, 4 March 1990.  The article originally appeared in print in March 1910 – 

 

 

 

 

 

Who knew the waterbed was invented in Burlington !  

 

Spring is around the corner and with it comes time for spring cleaning.  While you are sorting 

through all those old documents don’t forget the BHS Archives. We always welcome donations 

of Burlington related material.  We’ll even make arrangements to pick up your articles.   

Do you want to share your treasure with others but you aren’t ready to give up ownership?  

We’ll be glad to scan the item and return it to you unharmed.    

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca  

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Joan Downey, Archivist 

Bedridden relief – 

V.H. Peart, the local postmaster, announced he had discovered a cure for some bedridden 

patients and would gladly offer them relief without charge.   

He said that 20 years before, when his mother was suffering from a fractured hip, he filled a 

rubber mattress with water, let her lie on it, and she gradually improved. 

Peart was now offering this method of relief to people with similar problems. 

Mystery Photo 

The Archives is stumped. 

 
Do you know where this is? 

 

Send us an email at 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Person with best answer will be 

named in a future Gazette 

mailto:info@burlingtonhistorical.ca
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Abridged, in part, from Out of the Storied Past  

by Mabel Burkholder 

 

Rock Bay or Carroll’s Point is a 

tongue of land running out into 

the water of Burlington Bay, A 

portion of this is a part of to-

day’s Woodland Cemetery. 

Few would know that the Rock 

Bay Mansion stood here, a home 

in keeping with Dundurn Castle 

and Abbotsford Hall.   

Peter Carroll, born in 1806 and 

a successful business man, pur-

chased 40 acres here.  He start-

ed to build his home soon after 

his marriage to Henrietta Martin in 1836.  It was called Rock Bay Mansion for its location. 

The stone was quarried at Queenston.  The impressive square tower gave the exterior the appear-

ance of a Scottish baronial castle, though not so large, perhaps.  Stepping out of your carriage, be-

neath the handsome porte cochere, you passed through a great doorway to enter a spacious hall. 

From the circular reception hall, stairways led to a balcony above from which doors opened into vari-

ous bed-chambers.  In the reception room the ceiling was two stories high. 

In the drawing-room was a prized possession, rare indeed, at that time in Upper Canada, a grand pi-

ano.  The walls were hung with family portraits in oils, while heavy brocaded curtains adorned the 

windows.  The furniture was of native walnut, with some pieces of rosewood and mahogany.  All in 

all, the Carroll mansion was at the same time distinguished and homelike. 

It is unknown why an auction sale of virtually all the contents, including the pianoforte, was held in 

1873 when both Peter and Henrietta still lived there.  Possibly because fashions in houses changed or 

there was a preference for something not so large.   

In 1876, while returning from a trip to England, Peter became infected with smallpox and died at his 

home.  With no heirs, the mansion stood abandoned and eventually fell prey to fire in 1906.  In time, 

even the stones hauled to the spot with such loving care were pulverized to make material for road 

building.  Rock Bay became only a memory. 

 

Rock Bay — a Palatial Home 

Rock Bay Mansion 
Photo courtesy of Hamilton Public Library, Special Collections 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  

Heritage Dates and Events 

Contact Information 

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

 

- Executive meeting 

     Monday, March 2        7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

- General meeting 

     Monday, March 9         7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Heritage Burlington 

 

- Monthly meeting 

    Tuesday, March 10                   7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  City Hall, 2nd Floor, Room 247 

 

Museums of Burlington 

 

- Ireland House 

    Sp’egg’tacular Easter Event 

    Sunday, March 29               11:00 AM—4:00 PM         

 

    Home School Program 

    - Nature Knowledge 

    Friday, March 6               10:30 AM — 3:30 PM 

 

    March Break Drop-In Program 

    March 17—20        10:00 AM — 4:00 PM 

 

President  Alan Harrington 

1st Vice President David Craig 

2nd  Vice President Ken Davy 

Secretary  Joan Downey 

Treasurer  Jane Ann Newson 

Officers 

Publicity and Programs       Ken Davy 

Gazette Newsletter          Heather Mace 

Archivist                         Joan Downey 

Membership         Jane Ann Newson 

Webmaster         David Craig 

Facilities Co-ordinator       TBD  

Greeting Cards            Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee          Iris Davy 

Century Buildings            Patricia Taylor 

Publications / Displays          TBD 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Jim Clemens 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Rick Wilson 

To contact any of the above, please email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and place their name in the subject line.   

Directors Convenors 

BHS @ Work 

Heritage Fair—February 7.  Our volunteers, once again, did a terrific 

job representing the BHS at this annual event.  This gives us a chance 

to build our relationships in the heritage community and introduce the 

public to the BHS, providing information on the Gazette, archives, 

membership, etc.   
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Name       Telephone_________________________  

Address_______________________________________________________ 

City        Postal Code__________________ 

Email Address____________________________________________________________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

           

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Membership Application 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 
 New Member 

 Renewal 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor 

at the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

Or mail to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 
1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  
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April 2015 Volume 11, Issue 4 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

HMS Erebus Found 

Join Us  

 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

Keynote Speaker:  Scott Youngblut 

Finding HMS Erebus 

 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

Join Us  

 

Monday, May 11, 2015 

 

Keynote Speaker:  Ruth Nicholson 

Canada’s First Refugees—The Loyalists 

  

Admission is free—bring a friend 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

May 19, 1845 - Captain 

Sir John Franklin and 

his crew of 129 

men set sail from the 

UK on a mission to find 

the elusive Northwest 

Passage. The Franklin 

expedition consisting 

of two ships, HMS Ere-

bus and HMS Terror 

fitted specially to han-

dle the harsh arctic conditions, were amply loaded with many years’ worth 

of food and supplies for the journey through Canada's far north.  

  

After 35 months of being locked in ice and the loss of their captain, finding 

only desolation, the remaining crew abandoned their ships and set out on 

foot over land in hope of finding rescue. None survived.  

  

Time passed.  A series of search parties were dispatched to find the Expedi-

tion, the most expensive rescue effort to that time - yet still the ships and 

crew kept their secret for 166 years.  

  

Fast forward to the summer of 2014 when a determined Canadian 

search team combined modern technology and tenacity.   They sent out a 

call into the frigid water; and HMS Erebus answered.  

 

Join us as we learn first-hand from one of the searchers on that eventful day.  
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port for the allies in the pre-war days of the late 

30’s and their visit included a ride along a part of 

the new highway.  

 

A few of the distinctive ER light standards are still 

found along the way in St Catharines, Mississauga 

and over the Bronte Creek in Oakville.  It is said 

Americans thought the ER was in honour of Elea-

nor Roosevelt, the first lady at the time.   

 

The highway underwent further improvements as 

the James N. Allen / Burlington Skyway toll bridge 

was built in 1958 and then twinned in 1985.  In re-

cent times, more work has been done on the high-

way to merge it with 407 in Aldershot and to cre-

ate HOV (high occupancy vehicle) lanes.   

 

Modern improvements include the site of Ontario's 

first freeway traffic management system which in-

corporates traffic cameras and overhead changea-

ble orange message signs to remind drivers of im-

portant safety tips like: “check blind spots, or watch 

for motorcycles”.  Perhaps a message to remind 

dump truck drivers to lower their box before pro-

ceeding on the bridge could have prevented the 

major collision from August 2014? 

 

Today the Queen E has a daily average of 150-

200,000 vehicles running through the heart of our 

city and even so, Toronto radio stations still refer 

to QEW accidents occurring between Oakville and 

Hamilton as happening “near Burlington”.   

 

AH 

 

PS  My GPS calls the QEW “Koo” (…take ramp - on right - to 

koo).  

President’s Report  

I would suppose that a few 

people in Toronto only 

know of Burlington as the 

piece of land straddling the 

QEW before they hit the 

Skyway Bridge en route to 

Niagara Falls.   The QEW is 

an important part of Bur-

lington’s history but does 

not seem to get the attention it deserves locally, 

even though, with its sister routes the 403 and 

407, it cuts the city into four pieces.  It is a topic 

worthy of greater discussion but here are a few 

highlights. 

 

The story of the QEW began around 1914 when 

it was decided a modern road was needed to run 

west from Toronto. In 1931 construction started 

as a depression era make-work project. The new 

highway took the route of old Middle Road which 

had to be widened. Widening meant the struc-

tures alongside the road including almost all build-

ings in the former village of Appleby had to be 

demolished. 

 

In 1937 the Middle Road highway was completed 

from Toronto to Burlington becoming Ontario’s 

first concrete road and one of the longest lengths 

of concrete road between two cities in the world.  

It was the first intercity divided-highway in North 

America and boasted the longest continuous 

stretch of illumination in the world.   

 

When it was announced the King and Queen 

would visit Canada in June 1939, the “Queen Eliz-

abeth Way” was re-named after King George VI’s 

wife.  The royal couple had come to promote sup-

Alan Harrington 
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      Burlington Councillors first met in the Temperance Hall 

Dorothy Turcott 

Edited version from “Burlington –The Growing Years” 

      

In 1873 Burlington was incorporated as a village and changed 

its name from Wellington Square.  The decisions of the village 

Council then became legal in regulating community af-

fairs.  The Temperance Hall became the Town Hall.  This old 

building had been erected by the Sons of Temperance who 

sold it to the village in 1883 for $500.  The only stipula-

tion was that the Sons might still use the hall one night a week 

free.  

 

Town salaries, then and now, showed a marked contrast. 

James Allen, then clerk–treasurer, earned $200 in1897, with 

an extra $10 for registering births, deaths and marriages. The auditor’s salary in 1898 was reduced 

from $10 to $5. Ralph Young appointed in 1899, declined “owing to the meagreness of the remunera-

tion offered.” Assessor for 1897, J. H. Campbell received $41.02 for his services. 

 

It was said that the Council debated the affairs of the village with as much solemnity as though it were 

Toronto they were governing.  For their comfort on chilly nights a new furnace costing $130.17 was 

installed in 1900.  Also that year, Council debated the need for a suitable flag for the village and the 

Ensign was bought for $11.50.  In 1912, the Union Jack was the choice without there being a need for 

a flag debate. 

 

Over the years, the village had annexed bits and pieces of adjoining territory and by December 1914, 

was large and populous enough to be declared a town by the Ontario Railway and Municipal 

Board.   During the first busy year of town status, Council sometimes met twice a day.  

  

By 1907, the town clerk had his office in the Brant Street library where he also acted as librari-

an.  The Council meetings were held here and the building also served as a Court House.  After three 

years the town assumed full ownership of the library building and the library was moved into the for-

mer home of Dr. A. H. Speers on Elizabeth Street.  The move was timely since both the library and 

the town needed more space and the electorate had just voted down a request from Council for 

$200,000 to build a new municipal building.  The old Temperance Hall which had served as the town 

hall on Elizabeth Street was sold by the town to the Boy Scouts.  It was later demolished to make way 

for an apartment building.   

 

By the early 1960s the growth of Burlington made it necessary to think of more commodious town 

offices.  The site of the old cannery at the foot of Brant Street and Guelph Line were considered; 

however, land right on Brant was selected to “revitalize the core area”.  

 

The new civic structure was ready in November, 1964.  The lens–shaped structure had a “floating” 

council chamber jutting out from the main eight storey building at the second storey level. The total 

cost was just over $857,000. In 1986, a 60,000 square foot addition was built to the tune of a further 

$8.4 million. Included in the plan was an open air square which it believed would be a striking addition 

to the core area and an oasis in this commercial setting.  

Old Town Hall and Engine House with hose-drying 

and Town Bell tower behind, Elizabeth Street, ca 

1900  
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N   
U P D A T E  

 

  

To renew or become a new member — it’s easy 
See Jane Ann at the next General Meeting  

The BHS has a long-standing relationship with 

Heritage Burlington (HB) and we look forward 

to sharing updates on what’s happening in up-

coming editions of the Gazette.   

On Saturday, May 2nd, the global movement 

called Jane’s Walk will be taking place in several 

communities around Burlington.  The BHS and 

HB are co-sponsoring the downtown walk with 

Alan Harrington as the guide.  This is a great 

opportunity to learn about important heritage 

features as well as inspire conversation about 

the community.   

For more information on the Walk, go to 

www.janeswalk.org  For more information on 

Heritage Burl ington, go to http:/ /

www.heritageburlington.ca/ 

 

This four-wheel baggage cart is over 100 years old and was 
kindly donated to the Friends of Freeman by Zvi Hofstedte, 
an antique dealer in Toronto. 
 
Restoration is underway of the interior walls in the waiting 
room and recreation the signature oval window at the west 
end of the station in memory of the late Jane Irwin, one of the 
founding members. 

The BHS was the first group approached in June 

2014 for assistance with an initiative to celebrate 

the young prince's first birthday.  

 

There is a connection back to Joseph Brant who 

met King George III in the 1700s.  

 

After all the signatures were gathered, the book 

was bound, lettered and sent off to the UK 

(according to a strict protocol) in time for his birth-

day on July 22nd.   

 

The prince and royal family are not allowed to ac-

cept gifts - so we referred to it as a book of best 

birthday wishes.  No one "signed" it, they just wrote 

their name and thoughts. 

 

A copy of the letter of thanks from Kensington Pal-

ace to the City of Burlington for their gesture on 

the occasion of the prince’s birthday can be found 

o n  t h e  B H S  w e b s i t e :   h t t p : / /

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

BHS @ Work 

http://www.heritageburlington.ca/index.php
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Notes from the Archives  

Recently, David Craig donated a Sky-

way Bridge token envelope and tokens 

to the Archives.  Originally, the enve-

lope contained a pre-counted 20 to-

kens.  The tokens cost 15 cents pur-

chased individually or 20 could be 

bought for $1.00 at the time the Sky-

way opened in 1958.   

 

The tolls annoyed motorists, and the 

takers of the tolls -- mostly war vets -- 

said it was no picnic out there. The 

steady stench of dead fish and factory fumes filled the air while the car and truck exhaust curled up 

into their booths. 

 

And then then there were the reported sadistic drivers who heated nickels, dimes and tokens in their 

car cigarette lighters and dropped the red hot currency into the toll collector's hand. 

 

Eleven booths were used to collect tolls until December of 1973 when the Skyway went toll-free.   

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Thank you to Robert Taylor for donating four wonderful panoramic photographs of Burlington High 

School students from 1931 to 1936.  Robert and his siblings went to school in Burlington.  Finding a photo 

of a Burlington public school at a yard sale in Brighton, Ontario started Robert on a journey down 

memory lane. He documented his memories and has shared his story with the BHS Archives.   

Joan Downey, Archivist 

Mystery Photo 

Do you know where this is? 

 

Send us an email at 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

First person with correct answer will be named in a  

future Gazette 

Mystery solved!   
Our photo in March is the beach looking north in the 1890s.  Photo by Charles 

Schriber.  Source:  Hamilton Public Library 

 

First correct answer was from Warren McCrea. 
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John Borthwick (1924-2014) 

 and the Burlington Historical Society 
 

John's love of history was evident with his choice of history studies at 

McMaster University.  Upon graduation he trained as a teacher in order to 

teach his favourite subject, which he did for 35 years in Hamilton high 

schools. 

 

In 1985 upon retirement John and I joined the Burlington Historical Society.  

John soon became vice-president and later president.  Burlington history, 

not a subject he was steeped in, became his area of interest.    

 

When our BHS published "Burlington: Memories of Pioneer Days" in 1989, 

the Book Committee, who dedicated their activities to its creation, were 

Florence Meares, Mary Fraser, John, myself, as well as Dorothy Turcotte, a 

historian and writer from Grimsby.  In 1992, when John was president of the BHS, the same Book Com-

mittee published " Burlington: The Growing Years" by Dorothy once again.  "From Pathway to Skyway 

Revisited" by Claire Emery Machan was published by the BHS in 1997 and was an updated version of the 

author's history of Burlington published in 1967.  The last and monumental project that John worked on 

was "The Brant Inn". The BHS team that worked for 5 years on producing a book and a DVD on this 

iconic nightclub were John and myself and especially Ken Davy. 

 

In addition to various positions on the executive (including 2 stints as president), John spent 17 years ar-

ranging speakers for the monthly meetings.  He felt that quality speakers were the life blood of the Socie-

ty. Selecting successful speakers, challenging as it was, was a great source of gratification, if the Society 

attracted more members that way. 

 

In summary, John was a loyal and dedicated worker and advocate for the Burlington Historical Society.  

His endeavours reflected his strong belief: "To remain ignorant of things that happened before you were 

born is to remain a child." (quotation from Cicero, a Roman orator) 
Contributed by Ruth Borthwick 

Thank you to Rev. Bob Brownlie 

for sharing his insight into the art 

of C. W. Jefferys.    

 

 

And thanks to David Craig who 

showed us how to look beyond 

the obvious of a normal water-

front photograph and see the de-

tails. 

News and Updates 

A Warm Welcome to  

New Members 

 

Kate White 

Hugh Eisler 

Linda Ploen 

Volunteers 

 
Thank You 

We appreciate our three new vol-

unteers helping with the monthly 

meeting reminder telephone calls.   

 
Ruth Borthwick. 

Doreen Bochsler  

Elizabeth Baldwin  

Looking Back 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  

Heritage Dates and Events 

Contact Information 

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

 

- Executive meeting 

     Tuesday, April 7        7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

- General meeting 

     Monday, April13         7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Heritage Burlington 

 

- Monthly meeting 

    Tuesday, April 7                  7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  City Hall, 2nd Floor, Room 247 

 

Museums of Burlington 

 

- Ireland House 

    Sp’egg’tacular Easter Event 

    Saturday, April 11                   1:30 — 3:00 PM         

 

  - Joseph Brant 

    Railway, Regiments & Restoration:  

    History of the Freeman Station 

    Ongoing                                  Museum hours 

             

President  Alan Harrington 

1st Vice President David Craig 

2nd  Vice President Ken Davy 

Secretary  Joan Downey 

Treasurer  Jane Ann Newson 

Officers 

Publicity and Programs       Ken Davy 

Gazette Newsletter          Heather Mace 

Archivist                         Joan Downey 

Membership         Jane Ann Newson 

Webmaster         David Craig 

Facilities Co-ordinator       TBD  

Greeting Cards            Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee          Iris Davy 

Century Buildings            Patricia Taylor 

Publications / Displays          TBD 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Jim Clemens 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Rick Wilson 

To contact any of the above, please email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and place their name in the subject line.   

Directors Convenors 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Name       Telephone_________________________  

Address_______________________________________________________ 

City        Postal Code__________________ 

Email Address____________________________________________________________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

           

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Membership Application 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 
 New Member 

 Renewal 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor 

at the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

Or mail to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 
1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  
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May 2015 Volume 11, Issue 5 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

Canada’s First Refugees — The Loyalists 

Join Us  

 

Monday, May 11, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

Keynote Speaker:  Ruth Nicholson 

Canada’s First Refugees—The Loyalists 

 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

Please note: 

 

The next meeting will be Monday, 

September 14, 2015 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

Starting in 1777, many pro-British 

supporters (Loyalists), most from 

New England, were forced to flee 

their homes as a result of the per-

secution during the American Rev-

olution.  Some of the wealthy went 

to England; however, the less afflu-

ent went north.   

 

This was a multi-cultural group in-

cluding British, German, Blacks, and 

Native Americans who arrived des-

titute on the east coast, Quebec 

and Ontario.  Many lived in refugee 

camps or were billeted with local 

families until land became available. 

 

The impact of the refugees is rele-

vant today. Consider Joseph Brant 

who led a group of his people from 

New York to the Six Nations Re-

serve; ultimately settling in Burlington.  Or look at the recent mini series 

Book of Negroes which painted a picture of the challenges faced by the Blacks 

seeking freedom in Nova Scotia.   

 

The Loyalists were faced with adversity but have laid much of the foundation 

for what Canada has become today. 

Loyalists Camping on the St. Lawrence, 1784 (ND) 

C.W. Jefferys, The Picture Gallery of Canadian Histo-

ry Vol. 2 (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1945) 
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eral of Canada 1854.  The idea for this hiking path 

started around 1959 during a meeting between Ray 

Lowes and Burlington’s Robert Bateman.  A stone 

cairn near Brock’s Monument at Queenston marks 

the south-end and then the path follows along the 

Niagara Escarpment – a UNESCO world biosphere 

reserve - past natural and historical points of inter-

est.  Work started on the 900 km pathway in 1963 

and was completed with a cairn at the northern 

terminus at Tobermory in 1967.  The speed record 

for the trip end-to-end on foot is 10 and a half days 

– although runners in a relay style completed the 

run in four days.   

 

Once in Tobermory, one can view the sunken ships 

in the harbor by glass-bottom boat. Not as famous 

as HMS Erebus, but popular among snorkelers is 

the 119 foot long two-masted schooner named 

Sweepstakes. She sank in the harbour in 1885 and 

is almost perfectly preserved sitting in 20 feet of 

water (so sonar is not needed to find her).  The 

Sweepstakes even makes a local connection as she 

was constructed in 1867, right here in Burlington. 

 

Please consider joining our team.   

 

Have a safe and happy summer.   

 

h t tp : / /www. ins ideha l ton .com/commun it y -

story/5563816-burlington-s-scott-youngblut-

recounts-franklin-shipwreck-discovery/ 

  

 

AH 

President’s Report  

The speaker at our 

April general meet-

ing, Scott Youngblut 

related his experi-

ences finding HMS 

Erebus, the famous 

Franklin Expedition 

ship lost underwater 

in Canada’s Arctic 

for 170 years.  You 

can read his  story in 

The Burlington Post 

article with photos. (link below).  What is very 

interesting is, although the ship was historic, the 

search methods used to find her were very mod-

ern: GPS satellite systems, side sonar scanners and 

3-D printing. This proves there is room in history 

to apply cutting edge technology. 

 

Similarly – your BHS executive would wel-

come new tech social media-savvy members to 

bring our local history to the surface.  We have 

the “history part” well taken care of; however 

there is always room for people with modern ini-

tiative.  Individuals to bring the projects from our 

“to-do list” to life like managing our Facebook 

page or launching a Twitter account.  Whether 

you bring old knowledge or new, please see page 

6 of this newsletter “Burlington Historical Society 

Needs You!” and put your name forward.  

 

For those who wish to discover their own sunken 

ship – you can follow the Bruce Trail.  Canada’s 

oldest and longest marked hiking trail runs right 

through Burlington.  Marked with familiar white 

blazes, the trail is named after the Bruce Peninsula, 

in turn, named after James Bruce, Governor Gen-

Alan Harrington 
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      A Concrete Highway One of the Firsts for Burlington 

Dorothy Turcott 

Edited version from “Burlington –The Growing Years” 

      

Maxwell C. Smith, later to be the town’s mayor in 1914, 

was the proud owner of the first car in Burlington. 

Bought in 1902, it was a single cylinder Rambler, painted 

fire-engine red, and townsfolk looked on in awe as he 

chugged along Brant St. at 20 miles per hour. Local legend 

gives “Max” Smith credit for the white lines which now 

divide the highways. It was said that people who were 

watching concrete being poured for the new Toronto-

Hamilton Highway in 1914 wondered:  “How are we go-

ing to stop cars from hitting each other when they go 

around a bend?” Smith simply said “Paint a white line down the middle.” They began to be used on 

hills but it was not until 1930 that the lines began to be painted on all Ontario Highways. 

 

The appearance of the main highways changed very little until after World War I when, with the great 

increase in motor traffic, gas stations with their pumps began to replace blacksmith shops and water-

ing troughs. One of the first concrete roads in Canada was the Toronto-Hamilton Highway. It was 

named Highway #2 and construction began in 1914. It was formally opened on November 24, 1917. 

The cost was $1,250,000, approximately $33,000 per mile. 

 

First mention of the section through Burlington along the lakeshore was made in January 1913. At 

that time council introduced a petition signed by property owners endorsing the government plan and 

“praying that we take the necessary action to further the proposal and assume our share of the obli-

gation.” In 1914 council took the stand that the provincial government should build main highways, 

assisted by frontage taxes in the communities they pass through and “that the Lakeshore Road which 

connects the cities of Hamilton and Toronto and serves a population of over half and million and 

which at present is in a deplorable condition should be the first provincial highway constructed.” 

  

There was much contention about the route the new highway would take through Burlington. At the 

first meeting of the Nelson Township council in 1915 it was noted that “we have learned with great 

deal of surprise and regret” that the highway commission planned to run the new road down Brant 

St. instead of along the bay shore where the township wanted it. 

 

On January 27, 1915 in Judge Monk’s chambers in Hamilton, commission and township presented 

their cases about the route and a compromise was reached. Since the bay shore route was unsatisfac-

tory to property owners near Freeman and in the northern parts of the township, and the Brant St. 

route was not favoured by Hamilton and parts of East Flamborough, the route by the bay shore, up 

King’s Rd. and along Plains Rd. approved by most of the municipalities, was the one decided on.  

 

The cost was divided between the Province of Ontario, the municipalities of Toronto and Hamilton, 

and the townships and communities on the route. The lakeshore route was selected in place of Dun-

das St.  A longer thoroughfare with numerous hills, or the Middle Rd. which at the time was not re-

garded as being of great importance. Highway No.2 sometimes referred to as the “Father of all Cana-

dian Highways”, was taken over by the Ontario Department of Highways on April 14th, 1925. 

Highway No. 2 Lakeshore Road circa 1925  
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

 

 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N   
U P D A T E  

Restoration of the station continues.  The location for the replica oval 
window has been marked on the west wall, and a new roof is expected 
to be installed during the next month and more work over the sum-
mer.  

The Friends of Freeman Station have recently had donated to them -
 a significant quantity of authentic Grand Trunk Railway artifacts to 
the collection including:  tools, antique desk lamps, a framed picture 
and a switch stand - all marked with GTR insignia.   

As we all know, Burling-

ton’s Strategic Plan is com-

prised of 3 core elements; 

vibrant neighbourhoods, prosperity and excel-

lence in government.  Heritage has a profound 

effect on each of these components.  It is well 

documented that “heritage resources provide 

physical and cultural links to the identity of the 

City. They assist in instilling civic pride, and con-

tribute to the quality of life and commercial liva-

bility. Investments in the conservation of cultural 

heritage resources benefit the local economy by 

attracting visitors to the City, and favourably 

influence the decisions of those contemplating 

new investments or residence in the City.”   

 

In Oct. 2012, Burlington City Council’s unani-

mously approved 24 recommendations detailed 

in Heritage Burlington’s report entitled “A New 

Approach to Conserving Burlington's Heritage”.  

This approval and funding laid the foundation and 

charted a new course for heritage in our com-

munity.  As a result, Heritage Burlington has 

been working very hard to implement these rec-

ommendations while delivering to our renewed 

mandate to educate, inform and engage our 

community on all things “heritage”.  

  

To renew or become a new member — it’s easy 
See Jane Ann at the next General Meeting  

News and Updates 
Community engagement is a cornerstone to our new 

approach.   To that end, we are excited to report 

that we have just launched our new community-

oriented website – www.heritageburlington.ca We 

encourage BHS members to join our community, 

share your stories, discuss heritage issues and get 

updates on Heritage Burlington’s activities and much 

more.   

 

We invite you to take a tour around our new blog, 

bookmark our website, and connect with us at 

hb@heritageburlington.ca #StoriesofBurlON   

 

Finally, check out the recent article in the February 

edition of Municipal World and posted on our Publi-

cations page!  

 

Kayla Jonas Galvin, Heritage Operations Manager at 

Archaeological Research Associates Ltd. (ARA), co-

authored an article with our Chair and Vice-Chair, 

Jim Clemens and Kate White, respectively.  The arti-

cle tells of the work we have been doing at Heritage 

Burlington to introduce the “stories” idea and bring 

the history of Burlington to life for a broad range of 

residents and visitors alike. 

 
Submitted by:  Kate White, Vice-Chair 

http://www.heritageburlington.ca/index.php
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Notes from the Archives  

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Joan Downey, Archivist 

Do you know where 

this is? 

 

Send us an email at 
inFo@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

First person with correct 

answer will be named in a  

future Gazette 

 

 

April Winner: Bruce Mercer  

Sharpes Variety on Brant street. 

Close to the current Ford dealership 

on the west side of Brant Street at 

Fairview 

Mystery Photo 

 

 

In 2013 & 2014, we were very proud when MoneySense magazine named Burlington “Best Medium 

Sized City” in their Canada’s Best Places to Live series.    The following editorial was published in the 

Burlington Gazette on Wednesday, 23 March 1904.  It seems civic pride was just as strong 111 years 

ago.   

 

Burlington Will Boom — 1904 
Burlington is going to take on a boom this summer.  We make this statement now.  See if it isn’t true.  

Contracts have been let for several new houses, and there are more to follow.  Work of all kinds will 

be plenty, mechanics will be in big demand, and the business men of this place will do a big trade this 

season, the largest for years, at least circumstances point in that direction at present.  There will be 

no excuse for idle men around here, in fact the importation of hands to run the Cannery will be abso-

lutely necessary and we learn from a reliable source that white help will be secured.  If there are any 

citizens who know outside families out of employment advise them to locate here, if they can secure 

a house, and, we understand accommodation will be provided as soon as building operations can be 

commenced.   

 

New families are moving into this town as fast as they can find houses to live in, and with all the build-

ing operations in sight now, there is no reason why things should not boom this summer.  There is 

not a more desirable place to live in than Burlington.  Two railroads, steamboat connection, electric 

lights, granolithic walks, beautiful lawns, fine scenery, healthy climate and the lake; stores second to 

none; public schools, with a capable staff of teachers; and an excellent lot of people, religiously looked 

after by the Baptist, English, Presbyterian, Methodist and Catholic churches.  A first class farming and 

fruit growing community, with soil that will produce anything possible to grow in this country.  What 

is more desirable?  Always say a good word for the village.  Encourage outsiders to come and live 

here, and our village would soon grow.   

 
Note:  In the 1901 Canada Census the population of Burlington was less than 1200 people.  By 1911, it had grown by over 

60% to about 1850 and the population has grown steadily ever since.    
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Jane’s Walk 

A Reminder:  BHS members  along with our friends from Heritage Burlington will be acting as Tour 

Guides and the 'shepherding' of crowds.    Two walking tours are scheduled - 10:00am and 11:00am 

and will cover the Burlington Art Gallery and Downtown neighbourhoods  Tours start at the Tour-

ism Office at 414 Locust Street.  For more information, go to:  http://janeswalk.org/canada/burlington/ 

 

BHS Subcommittees 

BHS have formed two subcommittees  - Future Projects and 2015 Promotion Plan.  If you have an 

interest in either of these new subcommittees and help us plan for the future, your participation 

would be most appreciated. Please contact us at info@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca  

 

Heritage Burlington 

The HB Chair and BHS member, Jim Clemens along with BHS and HB member Rick Wilson will be 

bringing the first Heritage Burlington semi-annual report to our May general meeting. 

 

Thank you to Scott Youngblut for sharing his first-hand 

account of finding the Franklin Expedition’s HMS Erebus.    

 

For  photos and article, go to  

InsideHalton.com 

   

A Warm Welcome to  

New Members 

John F. Mellow  

Barry Saunders  

Chris & Mary-Jo Vernew  

The Burlington Historical Society Needs You! 
At our Annual meeting in January 2016, as per standard procedure, our current Executive (5 members) 

will be stepping down from their positions.   It is imperative we have a full slate of candidates to 

present for the election at this meeting. 

Our challenge:  At this time we know at least 3 of the current Executive members will not con-

tinue in their positions.  Without new candidates, we won’t be able to form a quorum.  This will 

result in the dissolution of the Society and all assets being handed over to the Ontario Historical 

Society in trust as per the Constitution.   

 

What does this mean to you as a member?  It means that our monthly meetings, the Gazette, 

website, and our Archives will cease to exist for the Burlington Historical Society. 

 

Without the Society, Burlington loses an important voice and resource, supporting our city's herit-

age since 1960. 

 

Please help us keep BHS alive.  Step forward by September 2015 and allow your name to be on 

the 2016 Slate of Officers.   

 

For more information, please contact info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

BHS @ Work  

President          1st Vice President              2nd Vice President            Secretary             Treasurer 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  

Heritage Dates and Events 

Contact Information 

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

 

- Executive meeting 

     Monday, May 4        7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

- General meeting 

     Monday, May 11      7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Heritage Burlington 

 

- Monthly meeting 

    Tuesday, April 7                     7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  City Hall, 2nd Floor, Room 247 

 

Museums of Burlington 

 

- Ireland House 

    Mother’s Day Mad Hatter’s Tea Party 

    Sunday, May 10                         11 AM — 4  PM         

 

  - Joseph Brant 

    Railway, Regiments & Restoration:  

    History of the Freeman Station 

    Ongoing                                     Museum hours 

       

Other 

 

- Jane’s Walk 

  Saturday, May 2                   10 AM and 11 AM 

  Location:  Tourism Office 

President  Alan Harrington 

1st Vice President David Craig 

2nd  Vice President Ken Davy 

Secretary  Joan Downey 

Treasurer  Jane Ann Newson 

Officers 

Publicity and Programs       Ken Davy 

Gazette Newsletter          Heather Mace 

Archivist                         Joan Downey 

Membership         Jane Ann Newson 

Webmaster         David Craig 

Facilities Co-ordinator       TBD  

Greeting Cards            Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee          Iris Davy 

Century Buildings            Patricia Taylor 

Publications / Displays          TBD 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Jim Clemens 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Rick Wilson 

To contact any of the above, please email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and place their name in the subject line.   

Directors Convenors 

Loyalists on Their Way to Upper Canada (ND) 
C.W. Jefferys, National Archives of Canada  

C-20587 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Name       Telephone_________________________  

Address_______________________________________________________ 

City        Postal Code__________________ 

Email Address____________________________________________________________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

           

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Membership Application 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 
 New Member 

 Renewal 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor 

at the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

Or mail to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 
1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  
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Summer 2015 Volume 11, Issue 6 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

A Day at the Beach 

Join us  
 

 

Monday, Sept. 14, 

2015 

Speaker from the 

Canadian Warplane 

Museum 

 

Burlington Central  

Library 

Centennial Room 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

The Pan Am Games will be hosted from Toronto to Hamilton this year, but 

water sports have not been a stranger to Burlington Beach or Hamilton 

Beach as far back as the nineteenth century.   As can be seen in these images 

from our archives, the beaches have been a popular destination to escape 

the heat for both locals and American tourists—note USA’s stars and stripes 

flag waving beneath our Union Jack.  We can see about 80 people in the 

p h o t o  a b o v e 

(perhaps a budding 

world-class rower or 

swimmer was among 

them).  Based on the 

attire, the date was 

probably the Roar-

ing (judging by the 

wind) Twenties.  If 

anyone has more de-

tails on these images, 

please share your 

story with us. 
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tour is planned for Doors Open in late Septem-

ber 2015. 

The team at Freeman Station have shown 

tremendous progress in the past few weeks. The 

Station is now energized with electricty and a 

new Rustic Cedar shingle roof is being installed.  

The location has been selected as the site of a 

city sponsored public art display. A newly de-

signed artwork piece is expected to be designed 

and installed by late summer.  Remember, it was 

only 13 months ago this  station  was on blocks 

over a pool of water. 

Burlington Museum hosts the Strawberry 

Social on July 1 to celebrate Canada’s 

148th birthday. This means we only have two 

years to plan our 150th anniversary. 

July 13,2015 marks the 35th anniversary of 

the date Terry Fox and his Marathon of Hope 

stopped in Burlington and the city is working to 

recognize this milestone with a marker. 

David Craig will step down from the board 

to travel overseas and the BHS owes him a big 

thank you for all his contributions. 

Have a safe and enjoyable summer until we 

meet again on September 14 2015.  

 

AH 

President’s Report  

  

Highlights of the 

past few weeks… 

   The BHS is 

always keen to 

bring attention to 

our community. 

Our own David 

Craig supplied the 

art and design for a 

signal-box-wrap in front of the UEL Cemetery 

(near IKEA).  The BHS sponsored the project 

and expect many years of exposure from it; es-

pecially when students and parents go passed it 

on their way to buy shelving during back-to-

school season. 

 Burlington Best is an evening held in May 

to honour its volunteer citizens.  Long time BHS 

member Dave Morris was nominated and 

awarded Heritage Citizen for 2014.  This was in 

recognition of his many years with heritage 

groups in Burlington until his passing last year.  

Congratulations are extended to Dave and his 

family. 

Jane’s Walk is a new initiative to encour-

age people to get out and walk in their commu-

nity. This was the first year for us and our his-

toric walk from the Tourism Office was well 

attended. Folks got an hour for exercise and 

education about historic Burlington and will be-

come an annual event.  The next BHS historic 

Alan Harrington 
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      John Waldie: An Outstanding Citizen of Early Burlington (1833-1907) 

Dorothy Turcott 

Edited version from “Burlington – Memories of Pioneer Years” 

      

Born in Scotland in 1833, John Waldie was brought by his parents to 

Burlington (then Wellington Square) in 1842. At 18 he began working 

as a store clerk in a local general store; by1855 he was able to buy this 

business. Later he built a new general store on the same site at the 

north-east corner of Lakeshore Road (then Water Street) and John 

Street. Still standing it is one of Burlington's oldest business structures. 

  

With a partner, William Kerns, he built a prosperous wheat business, 

as Wellington Square at the time was "one of the best grain growing 

areas in Canada West". Between 1845 and 1865, Port Nelson adjacent 

to Wellington Square, shipped more cargo from the dock located at 

the foot of Guelph Line than did Hamilton, a much larger community. 

  

By 1877 Waldie and a different partner, William Bunton owned the sailing ship "Sweepstakes" 

with a 12,000 bushel capacity. The mile-long lineups of the wheat-laden wagons disappeared at 

the end of the Crimean War in 1856, replaced with wagons loaded with lumber. For thirty years, 

lumber was "king". At first, hardwood was in demand for sailing ship masts, but with the advent of 

steamships thousands of cords of cut wood were required to stoke the engines. 

  

Apart from being an outstanding business entrepreneur, he was active in local politics. In 1873 he 

led the incorporation of the villages of Wellington Square and Port Nelson, changing the commu-

nity’s name to Burlington. In 1875 and 1876 he was Warden of Halton County. In1887 Waldie 

ran as a Reformer, becoming the Member of Parliament in Ottawa for Halton. Although defeated 

in the next election, he advised Sir Wilfred Laurier after his election as Prime Minister in1896. 

  

He and his wife Mary Ann had 13 children, the last born just before her death in 1884. The fol-

lowing year he married Sarah Jarvis, a young woman of 29 years.  In 1885 Waldie sold out his 

store interest to his partner Kerns. He became a lumber baron moving to Toronto, the centre of 

the growing lumber trade, involved in the lumber business for the rest of his working days, partic-

ularly Victoria Harbour Lumber Company, near Midland in Simcoe County. 

  

John Waldie was a typical civic-minded Victorian businessman. In 1877 he gave twelve imported 

stained-glass windows to the Knox Presbyterian Church as well as land for Greenwood Ceme-

tery where many of the Waldies are buried. Even in 1907, when he was living in Toronto, he do-

nated $1,000 to finance the first stand-alone Burlington Library, which was built on Brant Street 

on the site of the present City Hall. When it opened, the money for the 6,000 books on the 

shelves, was donated by John Waldie. 
  

When John Waldie died in 1907, he left an estate of $9 million (in 2004 dollars) and a provision 

for his wife and surviving children. In addition, he also left the people of Burlington enriched by 

the generous gifts he had given to our community.  

The children of John Waldie 

circa  1886 
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

Our station now has power and has been in use 

without any problems.  Four doors have also been 

installed. 

 
The thrust now will be on the waiting room and the 

Agent's office in order to have them looking at their 

best for visits by prospective sponsors and City offi-

cials later this summer.  Wood is on hand for the 

interior walls of both rooms, which will see installa-

tion once the insulation and wiring is completed and approved. 

Heritage Burlington is on a quest to find residents who have sto-

ries to tell. Burlington’s Heritage comes alive through shared 

memories, and we are searching for the storytellers in our midst.  

Our plan is to post their stories on the Heritage Burlington web-

site where many interested visitors can enjoy this personal ap-

proach to the past. 

 

Stories need not be confined to any categories. Our website has 

sections on Communities, Transportation, Culture, Natural Her-

itage and Agriculture/Industry which could suggest stories, but 

we would love to be surprised by unexpected experiences. And 

the storytellers need not present finished documents. We will 

help with editing or scribing for those who would rather provide 

their memories orally.  300 words is the ideal length. 

 
Everyone can help this project by encouraging community mem-

bers and family to share their stories. We also have posters avail-

able for residential and community locations.    
 
 

  

To renew or become a new member — it’s easy 

See Jane Ann at the next General Meeting  

Heritage Updates 

To submit a story, request a 

poster, or ask for information, 

contact: 

Heritage Burlington 

Phone: 905-335-7600 x 7862 

Email: hb@burlington.ca 

F R E E M A N  S T A T IO N   
U P D A T E  

H E R IT A GE  B U R L IN G T O N  
U P D A T E  

 

New roof installed 
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Notes from the Archives  

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

 

A wonderful story of life in Burlington was found in the Kirby-Robson Collection.  It is undated and 

unsigned.  If anyone can identify the author, please let us know.  What follows is the first installment. 

 

A Day at S.S. No. 14, Nelson School 

 

“Teacher, Teacher, press the button.”  This rhythmical chant started every day at S.S. No. 14 Nelson, 

also known as Maple Avenue School.  This was the cry of the children who lived south of the Queen 

Elizabeth Highway.  In 1935 – 1936, Middle Road was built into the four lane Queen Elizabeth High-

way using mules, chain driven trucks and picks and shovels.  A fenced boulevard divided the East and 

West lanes.  The Highway Department left a gap in the fence opposite the school so the children 

could cross over which was a dangerous situation.  A stop-light was erected with the control – a big 

red button on a grey electrical box installed beside the window in the girl’s cloak room.  From this 

vantage point Annette Huffman, always called “Teacher,” would activate the light to stop the traffic 

allowing the children to cross safely.  It was a special privilege for a senior pupil to assist the teacher 

in this function if she was busy. 

 

At nine o’clock “Teacher” rang her hand bell through the center window overlooking the East side of 

the playground being careful to not spill the five or six half-pint bottles of white and chocolate milk 

cooling on the sill until lunch time.  I think they cost five cents each but few parents could afford this 

treat for their child. 

 

The children lined up on the front steps, boys on the left and girls on the right.  A pupil with piano 

playing ability – usually Mary Kirby or Helen Lindley, would perform a march tune for all to take their 

seats.  The attendance averaged forty-five pupils from grades one to eight.  There was no kindergar-

ten.  They sat two to a large desk but one year there were some sixty pupils so many sat three to a 

desk which was quite a squeeze.  The grade 

ones sat on the east side and the grade 

eights on the west with the others filling in 

between. 

 

The opening exercises consisted of “God 

Save the King,” a bible reading, the Lord’s 

Prayer then a short discussion of Current 

Events.  I remember “Teacher” illustrating 

the Maginot Line – an impressibly (sic) 

strong defence barrier in France during 

World War two.  

 

To be continued …. 

 

 
 

“Would you like to see a larger photo? Go 

to www.images.burlington.halinet.on.ca - search for S.S. #14”  

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Submitted by Pat Taylor 
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Thank you to Ruth 

Nicholson for pre-

senting an often 

overlooked subject 

of the first refu-

gees in Canada      
 

The Burlington Historical Society Needs You! 
At our Annual meeting in January 2016, as per standard procedure, our current Executive (5 members) 

will be stepping down from their positions.   It is imperative we have a full slate of candidates to 

present for the election at this meeting. 

Interested?  Please step forward by September 2015 and allow your name to be on the 2016 

Slate of Officers.   

 

For more information, please contact info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

President          1st Vice President              2nd Vice President            Secretary             Treasurer 

BHS @ Work  

Do you know where this 

is? 

Send us an email at 
inFo@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

First person with correct 

answer will be named in a  

future Gazette 

 The 2nd in a series of meetings has been held with Heritage Burlington.  The purpose is to lever-

age collaboration between our two groups to address issues of common concern, raise the pub-

lic profile of heritage and heritage issues, and represent concerns of the broad heritage commu-

nity at the municipal government level.   Our first co-sponsored event was the downtown Jane's 

Walk on May 2nd. 

 We began the process of creating a Slate of Officers for the annual meeting in January 2016. 

 Our Projects Subcommittee meets each month resulting in an extensive list of projects including 

books, articles, DVDs, and many others.  We have prioritized those under consideration and 

monitor the progress of those in progress.  You can look forward to hear more about our cho-

sen project for 2016 in September.  

 The digitizing of articles and photographs continues in the Archives.  Our 4 volunteer archivists 

are kept busy answering email inquiries or assisting researchers looking for Burlington-related 

information. 

 BHS is applying once again for the Heritage Organization Development Grant through Grants 

Ontario - we have been very fortunate to have been the recipient of this grant over the last few 

years.  Wish us luck for 2015! 

 Enhancements have been made to our BHS Membership application form (see back cover). 

Mystery Photo Thank You 

Note:  No one identified the Mystery photo in May 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  

Heritage Dates and Events 

Contact Information 

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

 

- General meeting 

     Monday, September 14    7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Heritage Burlington 

 

- Monthly meeting 

    Tuesday, July 14     7 PM — 9 PM 

    Tuesday, August 11 (tentative) 

     Location:  City Hall, 2nd Floor, Room 247 

 

 

Museums of Burlington 

 

- Ireland House 

    Summer Camp — Kids ‘n Motion 

    July 6—August 14                  9 AM — 4  PM         

 

 - Joseph Brant 

    Canada Day Strawberry Social 

    Wednesday, July 1     11 AM — 4 PM 

       

 

President  Alan Harrington 

1st Vice President David Craig 

2nd  Vice President Ken Davy 

Secretary  Joan Downey 

Treasurer  Jane Ann Newson 

Officers 

Publicity and Programs       Ken Davy 

Gazette Newsletter          Heather Mace 

Archivist                         Joan Downey 

Membership         Jane Ann Newson 

Webmaster         David Craig 

Facilities Co-ordinator       TBD  

Greeting Cards            Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee          Iris Davy 

Century Buildings            Patricia Taylor 

Publications / Displays          TBD 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Jim Clemens 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Rick Wilson 

To contact any of the above, please email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and place their name in the subject line.   

Directors Convenors 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

Membership  
 

   Name _______________________________________________________ 

   Address ______________________________________________________ 

   Telephone_______________________    Email Address__________________________    

 

Membership Dues  (check all categories that apply)    

 

 

 

 

 New Member 

 Renewal 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand I 

can unsubscribe at any time. 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Volunteer 

Join our volunteer team  - please circle your interest(s) 

EXECUTIVE   •   WEBMASTER    •   FACILITIES CO-ORDINATOR    •   RESEARCH  

ARCHIVES   •   NEWSLETTER     •   PUBLIC OUTREACH    •   MEMBERSHIP 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of                      

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more.  

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to:: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

 -  OR  -  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
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September 2015 Volume 11, Issue 7 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

Avro Lancaster and the  

75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain  

Join us  
 

Monday, October 5, 2015 

 

Speaker:  Robert Mazza 

The History of Yachting on Burlington Bay 

 

 

Burlington Central  

Library 

Centennial Room 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

In 2014, Hamilton's own WWII Lan-

caster bomber travelled to the UK 

where it was met with much enthusi-

asm. 

 

On Monday, September 14, 2015 - 

Tim Speed of Hamilton's Canadian 

War Plane Heritage Museum will pre-

sent a glimpse into 2014’s CWH Lan-

caster visit to UK. 

 

September 15 is the 75th anniversary 

of the “Battle of Britain”. 

 

"The Battle of France is over. The Battle of Britain is about to begin. ... Let us there-

fore brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves that, if the British Empire 

and its Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, ‘This was their 

finest hour.’ "  - Winston Churchill, June 1940. 

 

That summer of 1940, British cities were attacked relentlessly as the RAF, 

RCAF and other air crews fought back.  The battle reached its peak 

on September 15 (now recognized as Battle of Britain Day) until eventually 

Germany pulled back in October 1940. Among the 100+ Canadians who 

fought in the Battle of Britain, (RCAF's first major involvement in WWII), 

was pilot P/O J.B. McColl of Waterdown, Ontario. 

 

Churchill said of the airmen, “Never in the field of human conflict was so much 

owed by so many to so few”. 

Join us  
 

Monday, September 14, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

Key Note Speaker:  Tim Speed 

The CWH Lancaster visit to UK. and the Battle of Britain 

 

Burlington Central  

Library 

Centennial Room 

The Avro Lancaster four-engine heavy bomber 

built in Malton, Ontario in 1945 coded VR-A  
Photo courtesy of John Mellow, 2014 
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lington (HB) meeting, and later this month I’m 

looking forward to hosting another historical 

walk at Doors Open on Sept 26 beginning in 

front of the Tourism Office.  The goal is to get 

a few more students in the seats. 

When attending a seminar, the speaker’s pur-

pose is to either inform, entertain, or motivate 

and we look for all three in selecting our pre-

senters.  In September for example, our speak-

er Tim Speed from the War Plane Heritage 

Museum in Hamilton will discuss the 75th anni-

versary of the Battle of Britain. Over a million 

homes in London were estimated to be dam-

aged or destroyed during that war.  The pilots 

needed every advantage possible and were only 

able to succeed by the narrowest of margins.  

This was the RCAF’s first major involvement in 

the war and over 100 Canadian servicemen 

were active in the air battle.  

Tim will then share the details about our own 

WWII Lancaster bomber that visited the UK 

during 2014; and the “rock star welcome” it 

received.  How can we capture that exuber-

ance and bring it back to our area? 

So I hope to see everyone back in school this 

year.  Our first class at “BHS High” commenc-

es Sept 14.   Your assignment is to read a bit 

about the Battle of Britain, bring your ques-

tions, and bring a classmate. 

 

President’s Report  

  

September is back-

to-school month.  

With so much new 

technology and 

change in our 

world, everyone 

needs to upgrade 

their education 

and keep their 

skills sharp.  Life-

long learning some call it. 

There are many educational options in the 

area for adults to take advantage of including: 

McMaster, Sheridan and Mohawk (to name a 

few) where one can take a course and attend 

seminars.  But another excellent place is the 

Burlington Historical Society.  It offers a 

chance for everyone to get back once a 

month and learn about their heritage, at a 

price that is far less than regular Ontario tui-

tion.  No homework assignments, no tests 

and no report cards. 

Schools need full classrooms in order to op-

erate efficiently.  Our BHS runs effectively 

with about 120 members, but unfortunately 

our membership list has slipped down over 

the past few years for various reasons, so we 

want to get it back up to the 120 level.  

Therefore, during the summer I went out into 

the community to deliver our BHS message, 

including a presentation at a retirement home 

in Burlington.  I also attended a Heritage Bur-

Alan Harrington 
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      A Settler’s View of our City over 200 years ago 

Helen Langford  - from “The Burlington Gazette” 
 

Let us try to set the scene of our first settlers. Can you imagine Burlington about 1780 after the 

American War of Independence? The bird’s eye view from the top of the Skyway bridge almost 

makes early description come alive. 

 

Robert Land’s cabin and small clearing would be marking present day Hamilton. Richard Beasley’s 

trading headquarters would be perched on the top of the cliff at Burlington Heights  (Dundurn 

Castle site). The bay would be almost crowded with Indians fishing from canoes for the abundant 

salmon, maskinonge and pickerel. It was even safe to eat them in those days! 

 

Below the Skyway bridge, the sand strip which we know as the Beach, would look like a gentle-

man’s estate covered with giant virgin oak. It was an easy riding and walking route: shaded, cool 

and with a lack of underbrush consistent with a mature forest. 

 

This park-like forest of oak extended along the north shore of Burlington Bay (Lake Geneva), as 
far as the present Royal Botanical Gardens. Many years later, a remnant of these oaks was used 

by sailors as a landmark, guiding them to LaSalle Park. A remaining sentinel Oak stood near the 

corner of Park Ave. and LaSalle Park Rd. 

 

The swampy areas which were at the northern foot of the Skyway bridge have all gone now. A 

deep inlet was formed by a creek flowing into the bay at the site of the present Flood Diversion 

Channel just west of the Joseph Brant Hospital. The Indian trail to Burlington Heights skirted this 

area along the present Lochart and Greenwood Rd. A shallow pond, behind the sand strip, ex-

tended from the bay to the front of the present Joseph Brant Museum. Can you image the Pro-

vincial Police headquarters, some of the hospital and the Skyway Sewage Plant sitting in water and 

bullrushes? 

 

The natural outlet from the bay to the lake was much closer to Burlington than the present canal. 

It was quite shallow. An important fac-

tor in the War of 1812 and our early 

shipping industry. 

 

It is difficult now, unless you have trav-

elled in our Provincial Parks, to imagine 
the awesome beauty of the wild and 

often unfriendly scene of Burlington 

over two hundred years ago. 

 

An early map believed to be by S. H. 

Ghent about 1800 shows the Chisholm 

holding and even more interesting the 

fortifications in readiness for the War of 

1812. 
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

Summer was good to the Freeman Station as restoration progress continued.  Peo-
ple from the community pitched in every weekend in August for painting, panel-
ling, landscaping.   

The collection of railway artifacts continues to grow with donations of GTR tools, 
lamps, books, switches and so much more.  

The Burlington Public Art committee selected the Station as the site for a mural 
which will be affixed to the side of the baggage room/portico. The artwork 
is expected to reflect the history of the station with installation expected by early 

fall.  The grand unveiling of the finished piece is eagerly awaited.  

Freeman will participate at Doors Open on Sept 26 2015 in front of the Tourism office on Locust St. 

School Bells Ring in September 

In 1889 the school bell rang for the first time at Lowville School, now standing in Lowville Park where it is used for 

summer camp activities for children. This one-room school house was built on land donated by Joseph Feather-

stone, an early settler.  Featherstone’s  important role in the community  is recalled by a plaque alongside the 

school building. 

The school is constructed of local fieldstone and sand. The fieldstone came from the farm of Mervyn Coulson and 

sand for the mortar came from the Cleaver Mill Pond. The incised lines in the mortar give a tidy look to the rubble-

stone construction. The school is topped with a bellcote and weathervane and has separate entrances for boys and 

girls, as was the custom of the day. What was unusual was the placement of these entrances on the sides, not the 

ends, the typical design for one-room schoolhouses. 

The school was known as S.S. No. 9 and initially taught children from ages 7 to 14. One of its pupils described it as a 

“straight school” that taught the necessary subjects of arithmetic, grammar, geography and history. Promotion from 

grade to grade was a rather informal affair as Morris Redhead, an early pupil, recalled. 

“Once when I was in grade three, the teacher asked me a question and I answered it 

right. The next day she advanced me to grade four” (Brass Tracks 1979:11). 

Information about the Lowville School along with dozens of other places and events of 

interest is available on the Heritage Burlington website (www.heritageburlington.ca) 

Check it out and enjoy! 

  

To renew or become a new member — it’s easy 

See Jane Ann at the next General Meeting  

Heritage Updates 

F R E E M A N  S T A T IO N   
U P D A T E  

H E R IT A GE  B U R L IN G T O N  
U P D A T E  

http://www.heritageburlington.ca
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Notes from the Archives  

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

 

The continuation of this wonderful story in the Kirby-Robson Collection, first installment appeared in 

our Summer Gazette.   If anyone can identify the author, please let us know.   

 

A Day at S.S. No. 14, Nelson School 
At lesson time each grade, when called, moved to seats at 

the front facing a platform and blackboard.  “Teacher” 

taught from this platform using a well-worn pale blue chalky 

pointer with a lumpy handle on one end.  Several dusty 

rolled up maps sat on and in the corner for reference.  The 

other students worked on their assignments at their seats.  

Sometimes the school Inspector, Mr. J.M. Denyes, would 

drop in.  His knock on the door was recognized by all.  Af-

ter being announced to us we would all rise and say “Good 

Morning Mr. Denyes” and then sit down quietly.  He was a 

fine looking man with a friendly smile.  We always welcomed 

the interruption in our routines. 

 

Talking during class was not allowed on threat of  “the 

strap” after a warning.  Gum chewing was prohibited.  If 

caught one was sentenced to provide gum for everybody.  

Personal experience proved this to be true. 

 

At recess in nice weather, all went outside to play – girls on 

the East and boys on the West sides of the yard.  Ball 

games, tag, red-rover, hopscotch, marbles, leaf-houses were 

made by the girls in the fall and a fort was dug by the back 

fence by the boys.  A basketball court was built in later years 

and “Teacher” often joined in on a game.   The girls loved to 

skip rope singlelly (sic) or in groups playing Double Dutch.  

The stucco wall outside the washroom was perfect for bouncing a ball to play catching games. 

 

In the winter the “big boys” installed boards to enclose a skating rink on the basketball court.  Sever-

al, who lived close to the school, were allowed to return in the evening to flood the ice.  This provid-

ed a wonderful opportunity to skate and play ”shinny.”   “Teacher” was a whiz on skates and with a 

hockey stick.  The girls made ice slides from frozen snow and many a snow angel was made from 

fresh-fallen “white stuff.”  We were warned to never put our tongue on the front railing at the front 

door.  I can still smell the wet woolen mitts drying on the two big round floor registers in the class-

room.  Sometimes in really bad weather the children stayed in their cloak rooms and played “I Spy” 

or “Button, Button, who’s got the Button?”  I do not know what the boys did.  They probably wres-

tled on the floor. 

 

To be continued …. 

Helen Pattison, 1935 

Pictured here receiving the George V Silver 

Jubilee Award.   

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Submitted by Pat Taylor 

She is buried in “the small graveyard along 

Plains Road”.  Her tombstone denotes her 

role in large letters – “Teacher”.  Little is 

known of her personal life.  If you have rec-

ords, we would like to add to her story. 
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The Burlington Historical Society Needs You! 
At our Annual meeting in January 2016, as per standard procedure, our current Executive (5 members) 

will be stepping down from their positions.   It is imperative we have a full slate of candidates to 

present for the election at this meeting. 

Interested?  Please step forward by September 2015 and allow your name to be on the 2016 

Slate of Officers.   
 

For more information, please contact info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

President          1st Vice President              2nd Vice President            Secretary             Treasurer 

BHS @ Work  

Do you know where this 

is? 

Send us an email at 
inFo@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

First person with correct 

answer will be named in a  

future Gazette 

Utility box wrap:  The BHS sponsored the wrap at Plains Road and Francis Road 

depicting that same corner ca 1975.  These wraps are part of the City’s beautification 

program of Plains Road using historic photos of the area close to the location of the 

utility box. Photo courtesy of David Craig, 2015. 

 

Halton Region Museum meeting:  Joan Downey, our volunteer Archivist and Jane 

Ann Newson, our Treasurer met with two Halton Region Museum summer students 

(heritage services team) on July 21st. The reason for this meeting stemmed from the 

Regional Council approving the Halton Region Museum Master Plan in June.  The Plan deals with a 

long-term vision to transform the Halton Region Museum into the Halton Heritage Centre, outlining 

a new and innovative model for delivery of regional heritage services. BHS met with the heritage ser-

vices team to discuss the future of heritage and cultural services within the Halton region and to ex-

plore how we can work together. We provided an overview of who we are and our mandate; we 

also participated in a survey consisting of 5 Sections regarding various aspects of our work. A re-

quest has been made for a summary of our input along with that of other heritage organizations, in-

cluding Burlington Museums, Heritage Burlington, etc. 

 

BHS Projects Subcommittee and Heritage Burlington collaboration meetings: suspended 

during the summer months. 

 

Heritage Organization Development Grant: submitted on time and we await the results 

Mystery Photo 

Note:  No one identified the Mystery photo in the 

Summer Edition 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  

Heritage Dates and Events 

Contact Information 

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

 

- General meeting 

     Monday, September 14    7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Heritage Burlington 

 

- Monthly meeting 

    Tuesday, September 8   7 PM — 9 PM 

    Tuesday, August 11 (tentative) 

     Location:  City Hall, 2nd Floor, Room 247 

 

 

Museums of Burlington 

 

- Ireland House 

    Lavender Workshop 

    Sunday, September 20      1:30—3:30 PM         

 

 - Joseph Brant 

    Doors Open Burlington 

    Saturday, September 26    10 AM — 4 PM 

       

 

President  Alan Harrington 

1st Vice President TBD 

2nd  Vice President Ken Davy 

Secretary  Joan Downey 

Treasurer  Jane Ann Newson 

Officers 

Publicity and Programs       Ken Davy 

Gazette Newsletter          Heather Mace 

Archivist                         Joan Downey 

Membership         Jane Ann Newson 

Webmaster         Wayne Murphy 

Facilities Co-ordinator       TBD  

Greeting Cards            Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee          Iris Davy 

Century Buildings            Patricia Taylor 

Publications / Displays          TBD 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Jim Clemens 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Rick Wilson 

To contact any of the above, please email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and place their name in the subject line.   

Directors Convenors 

Field of Sunflowers 

North Service Road east of Appleby, 

2015 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

Membership  
 

   Name _______________________________________________________ 

   Address ______________________________________________________ 

   Telephone_______________________    Email Address__________________________    

 

Membership Dues  (check all categories that apply)    

 

 

 

 

 New Member 

 Renewal 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand I 

can unsubscribe at any time. 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Volunteer 

Join our volunteer team  - please circle your interest(s) 

EXECUTIVE   •   WEBMASTER    •   FACILITIES CO-ORDINATOR    •   RESEARCH  

ARCHIVES   •   NEWSLETTER     •   PUBLIC OUTREACH    •   MEMBERSHIP 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of                      

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more.  

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

 -  OR  -  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
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October 2015 Volume 11, Issue 8 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

The Origins of  Yachting on Burlington Bay  

Join us  
 

Monday, November 9, 2015 

 

Speaker:  Ted Barris 

Topic:  Fire Canoe—Prairie Steamboat 

Days Revisted 

 

Burlington Central  

Library 

Centennial Room 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

Sailing and boating have been 

activities on Hamilton Harbour 

for well over 150 years. The 

harbour was home to a number 

of large yachts when the first 

yacht club was built in 1860. 

The Hamilton Yacht Club was 

founded in1888 - when it 

opened at the foot of James 

Street and then later moved to 

the foot of Bay Street. It was at 

this time that yachting took firm 

hold in the harbour and many 

regattas were held. 

 

In 1891 federal authorities agreed that the RHYC could build a new club-

house beside the Burlington Canal, the architect was William Stewart.  It 

opened on October 3, 1891 and proved to be a popular place, especially 

among the wealthy and affluent that frequented the resort area of the beach 

strip. The club remained as a major landmark until it burned down in Sep-

tember 1915. The Club reopened at the Bay Street location in 1920 and then 

later to its current setting at the foot of MacNab Street North. 

 

Our speaker, Robert Mazza, enjoyed a 25 year career in yacht design.  The 

presentation will deal with the conditions that existed in Hamilton and on 

the Bay in the mid to late 19th Century which lead ultimately to the founding 

of what would become the Royal Hamilton Yacht Club in 1888.  

 

Join us  
 

Monday, October 5, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

Key Note Speaker:  Robert Mazza 

The History of Yachting on Burlington Bay 

 

Burlington Central  

Library 

Centennial Room 

The Royal Hamilton  

Yacht Club House,  ca 1895 
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this is an homage to our famous Burlington Sky-

way but the problem is that the James (official 

name) Allen Bridge is actually arched at the top 

with the flat part on the bottom.  If the bridge is 

going to be featured then certainly it should look 

the part. 

  

To the right are three sails on masts that for 

some reason are not attached to boats on water 

- but rocks. On the left – more rocks. 

 

All in all it is a fairly innocent piece of work – 

however should the day come when city council 

finds it has all the town’s bills paid,  I suggest a 

contest for a new design that more closely rep-

resents the city.  Make it the public art mural for 

ward 5 – except it actually sits in Oakville.  That 

brings up a question as to how do these town 

signs get financed when they are outside the city 

boundary?  Oakville’s town sign (much fancier 

than ours) is on our side of Burloak.  

  

And then again who really sees it anyway driving 

past at 120? 

 

Speaking of 120 – that is the target number of 

members we are striving to achieve for the Bur-

lington Historical Society.  Part of our funding 

that allow us to operate comes from grants and 

we need to demonstrate a growing membership. 

Please consider inviting a friend to the October 

meeting and have them join up as a member. 

 

President’s Report  

My daily commute 

home from work 

along the QEW 

brings me past the 

large urban BUR-

LINGTON sign on 

the east side of 

Burloak.  It is nice 

to be welcomed 

home but I wonder 

if the artwork has 

passed its “best be-

fore” date. Not 

sure when it was 

installed but a guess 

would be from the seventies. 

 

First of all the sign has our city’s name spelled 

out in all caps which in modern social media is 

considered YELLING. Lower case is the norm. 

  

Then the letter O is shaped in an oval with 

stripes – perhaps to represent the sun setting 

on the lake. But really it looks like a sliced egg 

to symbolize the sulpherous aroma from the 

nearby Fearman pork plant. Either way – (sun 

or egg) if it had a yellow centre at least it would 

align with the official city colours of blue and 

gold (yellow). 

   

The main feature of the design is large block 

letters on an I beam balanced across a bridge – 

flat on top and arched underneath.  No doubt 

Alan Harrington 
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      The Hamlet of Appleby Was First Settled in 1809  

By Claire Emery Machan= Excerpts from “Pathway to Skyway-Revisited” 

 

In the 1950s Appleby was a hamlet at the intersection of the Appleby Line and the QEW. There was a 

public school, and a post office, a church, a house formerly a hotel, a blacksmith shop, the home of a 

veterinarian, the teacher’s house and a community hall. 

 

Appleby, however, was more than a hamlet. It was really a community made up of four sections of land 

which went out from the post office, school and church. It is almost certain that Appleby received its 

name from a village in England, since several of the pioneers, Thomas Atkinson, Thomas Alton and the 

Fothergills came from Appleby in Westmoreland, England. 

 

One of the first settlers was a Miss Stringer in 1809 who obtained a Crown deed and settled on a 

farm at the corner of Middle Road and the Nelson-Trafalgar Town Line. When United Empire Loyalist 

Isaac Van Norman came in 1810 and built his home, there was only one other house between it and 

Burlington Heights. 

 

In 1819 Thomas Alton came from England and the Breckons came in 1830. Other familiar names from 

the early days were the Blanshard, Cline, Lucas, Dynes and Cotter. Most of the early settlers were from 

the British Isles, especially England, although some were Pennsylvania Dutch. One family who came to 

Appleby Line in more recent years were the Richarsons. Mrs, Richarson attended school in Appleby, 

England and her family later studied at the public school here in Appleby. 

 

One of the early roads in this area was an old Indian trail just below the ridge which was the ancient 

shoreline of Lake Ontario. In 1896 the Middle Road was surveyed and eventually built in1838, later to 

become the modern Queen Elizabeth Way built in 1936. 

 

Interest in the area was shown by the planning for the first railroad. Work began in 1817 [sic] and the 

Great Western Railroad (taken over by the Grand Trunk Railway in 1882) and it took seven years to 

complete. This opened new vistas for trade and industry, plus faster mail service. 

 

Appleby Post Office was established on February 6, 1857 with Thomas Atkinson as first postmaster. Mail 

was carried from Wellington Square to Nelson and Zimmerman and then down the Appleby Line. It 

started as a twice weekly delivery and later the service was extended to three times a week. Previous to 

1857 mail was available at Nelson, coming by stage coach in the win-

ter and by boat in summer. The GTR (later CNR) set up a flag sta-

tion on the Appleby Line in 1870 and in later years the Prescott 

family looked after the post office until the establishment of rural 

mail in 1915. 

 

In the days when teaming of lumber and grain was carried on black-

smiths performed a useful service; at one time there were four busy 

blacksmith shops in the area. The community also has sawmills or 

grist mills on practically every creek; taverns were built on many 

crossroads. 

 
Appleby Line, above and below the QEW, has become an industrial 

zone. How amazed those early pioneers would be could they see 

their peaceful Appleby today!   

This Appleby homestead was built in 1830 by 

pioneer Thomas Alton and his wife Charlotte. 

It replaced their former home, a log cabin, 

which became too small for themselves and 

their sixteen children.  
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

Painting of the outdoor mural is well on its way to being completed with instal-
lation targeted for October 2015.  

Next Volunteer Work Day is Saturday October 17 2015 8:00 - 1:00 pm with exte-
rior painting on the duty roster among other tasks open to interested parties 
over 14 yrs. of age.  

The artifact collection keeps growing thanks to Rosemary Silvera's donation of 
a book of photographs taken at the time the station was being moved in 
2003.  Among the shots are the disassembly of the brick work, the interior of the 
building and many more we had not seen. 

Market Gardening in Burlington 

Burlington farmers earnestly began to grow fruits and vegetables in the late 1880s when they dis-

covered that they could rely on the fruit and vegetable industry for their primary income. Aside 

from the optimal climate and soil for growing fruits and vegetables, market gardening was possible 

due to the large amount of land that the typical farmer had, as well as access to rail that allowed 

easy transport outside of the surrounding area. 

NOW Read the QUIZ questions.  

 Go to www.heritageburlington.ca  

 Click on Agriculture and Industry, and scroll down to ‘Market Gardens’.  

There you will find the answers! 

1. What condiment was produced by the cannery at the foot of Brant St.?  

2. What nickname did Burlington acquire by mid-20th century? 

3. What was a key transport point for Burlington produce? 

4. What did the Briggs Fruit and Produce Company deliver to Britain for Christmas presents?  

5. What Society was created in 1889 to serve the interests of farmers?  

6. What feature of the Halton District School Board property reminds us of our agricultural heritage?               

7. What Burlington company made fruit containers?   

8. What cannery in the Village Of Freeman had a name later adopted by a tailoring 

company?                             

9. What prize did Burlington win for ten straight years at the Industrial Exhibition in 

Toronto? 

10. What Burlington high school is named after a man who was an important market 

gardener?  

  

To renew or become a new member — it’s easy 

See Jane Ann at the next General Meeting  

Heritage Updates 

F R E E M A N  S T A T IO N   
U P D A T E  

H E R IT A GE  B U R L IN G T O N  
U P D A T E  

http://www.heritageburlington.ca
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Notes from the Archives  

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

 

 

A Day at S.S. No. 14, Nelson School 

(a.k.a Maple Avenue School) 

 

This is a continuation of a wonderful story in the Kirby-Robson Collection (undated) …..  

 

Hallowe’en 

The Children decorated the school and a party was planned usually by grade 6, 7 & 8.  The attic run 

by the girls was divided off into rooms by hanging potato bags from the rafters.  One was a horror 

room, one was for fortune telling and we were allowed to use open flame candle in a tin can.  The 

responsibility of the candle was a heavy one. 

 

The older boys ran the cellar.  They popped popcorn in the big “octopus” furnace for all and apples 

were hung from the joists by string.  Hands behind back, the children had to bite an apple then keep 

it.  They also “bobbed” for apples floating in big washtubs of water.  All wore costumes, some were 

kept in the attic trunk for those who had none at home.  The whole building was filled with the 

mouth-watering smell of popcorn.  

 

After some guidance from Peggy Armstrong I took a drive 

along Plains Road and turned in at IKEA.  There, in the 

“brick cemetery”, otherwise known as the UEL Cemetery, 

on the west side, about half way along I found what I was 

looking for – “Teacher”, the grave of Helen Pattinson, long-

time teacher at S. S. No. 14.   

 

 

 

Then another piece of information fell into place:  Doug Robson dropped by the Archives and identi-

fied the writer of A Day at S.S. No 14 Nelson School as his mother, Mary Robson (nee Kirby), 16 

January 1929 – 19 March 2012.  Mary grew up on Kings Road, now Lockhart Road.  Her public 

school education was at the top of Maple Avenue at S.S. No. 14.  Thank you Mary.  We are all enjoy-

ing your stories. 

 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Submitted by Pat Taylor 

Joan Downey, Volunteer Archivist 

About the Author and “Teacher” 
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The Burlington Historical Society Needs You! 

At our Annual meeting in January 2016, as per standard procedure, our current Executive (5 members) 

will be stepping down from their positions.   It is imperative we have a full slate of candidates to 

present for the election at this meeting. 

Interested?  Please step forward at our next General Meeting on October 5th and allow your 

name to be on the 2016 Slate of Officers.   
 

For more information, please contact info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

President          1st Vice President              2nd Vice President            Secretary             Treasurer 

BHS @ Work  

September photo:   

we’re stumped too.  We’ll share 
some of the answers at our next 

meeting 

BHS Projects Subcommittee resumed its important project planning efforts on September 21st 

after a well deserved summer break.  The purpose of this subcommittee is to come up with workable 

ideas that will promote, educate, increase interest and keep our Society alive and well and active within 

our community. If you have an idea to share, please feel free to join our meetings.  We value and wel-

come your inputs!! 

 

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport - Your BHS has, once again, been successful in obtaining a 

grant of $1545 under the Heritage Organization Development Grant program (HODG) for 2014-2015!  

Many thanks to our Gazette editor Heather Mace for stick-handling this yearly submission!! 

 

It's a WRAP - Check out the various utility box wraps in Aldershot as of September 14, 2015!    First 

person to submit the correct number  along with the location of the BHS wrap, will win a fabulous 

prize!  Deadline is November 1, 2015 using info@burlingtonhistorical.ca email address.  Good luck! 

 

2016 Membership Dues - Avoid the January rush and get your 2016 membership card early!  Simply 

complete the Membership Application on the back page of this issue of the Gazette and bring it along 

with your remittance to the Membership table at the next BHS General Meeting!  Dues have not 

changed for 2016:         

 

                            Senior  - $25                Adult - $30                        Family - $40 

Mystery Photo 

Do you know where 

this is? 

 

Send us an email at  
info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Warm welcome to our newest 

member: 

Christine Lodge  

Thank You 

To Tim Speed for his presentation in Sep-

tember on the Lancaster and Battle of 

Britain, both informative and poignant.  

For more info:  Lancaster documentary at 

Cineplex — http://www.warplane.com/

reunion-of-giants.aspx 

http://www.warplane.com/reunion-of-giants.aspx
http://www.warplane.com/reunion-of-giants.aspx
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  

Heritage Dates and Events 

Contact Information 

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

 

- General meeting 

     Monday, October 5      7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Heritage Burlington 

 

- Monthly meeting 

    Tuesday, October 6       7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  City Hall, 2nd Floor, Room 247 

 

 

 

Museums of Burlington 

 

- Ireland House 

    Seniors Sharing History 

    Sunday, October 4       1:30—3:30 PM         

 

        

 

President  Alan Harrington 

1st Vice President TBD 

2nd  Vice President Ken Davy 

Secretary  Joan Downey 

Treasurer  Jane Ann Newson 

Officers 

Publicity and Programs       Ken Davy 

Gazette Newsletter          Heather Mace 

Archivist                         Joan Downey 

Membership         Jane Ann Newson 

Webmaster         Wayne Murphy 

Facilities Co-ordinator       TBD  

Greeting Cards            Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee          Iris Davy 

Century Buildings            Patricia Taylor 

Publications / Displays          TBD 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Jim Clemens 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Rick Wilson 

To contact any of the above, please email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and place their name in the subject line.   

Directors Convenors 

Sailboats on Burlington Bay, n.d. 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

Membership  

   Date: _________________________________________________________________ 

   Name _______________________________________________________ 

   Address ______________________________________________________ 

   Telephone _______________________    Email Address _________________________    

Membership Dues  (check all categories that apply)    

 

 

 

 

 New Member 

 Renewal 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and understand I 

can unsubscribe at any time. 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Volunteer 

Join our volunteer team  - please circle your interest(s) 

EXECUTIVE   •   WEBMASTER    •   FACILITIES CO-ORDINATOR    •   RESEARCH  

ARCHIVES   •   NEWSLETTER     •   PUBLIC OUTREACH    •   MEMBERSHIP 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of                      

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more.  

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

 -  OR  -  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 
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November 2015 Volume 11, Issue 9 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

Fire Canoe—Prairie Steamboat Days Revisited 

Join us  
 

No meeting in December 2015 

 

Next meeting:  January 11, 2016 

 

Speaker:  Bob Williamson 

“Adelaide Slept Here” - The Life of  

Adelaide Hoodless 

 

 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

With two years until Canada’s sesquicentennial 

(the 150th anniversary of Confederation) in 

2017, Canadians will be reflecting on how their 

nation was born. 

 

At the middle of the 19th century, as the fa-

thers of Confederation cobbled together a na-

tion of four English- and French-speaking settle-

ments in the eastern half of North America, 

what would eventually become the Canadian 

West looked remote and unavailable. So then, 

what sparked Canada’s rapid expansion from 

coast to coast? 

 

Steamboats, that’s what! Or “fire canoes,” as 

aboriginal people called them. In large measure, 

the national dream of a Canada that stretched from sea to sea was realized 

aboard the large, Mississippi-style paddlewheel steamers that began plying west-

ern waterways on the eve of Canadian Confederation.  

 

This was a time when Mounted Police, fur traders, gold seekers and settlers 

mixed with aboriginal pilots, stevedores and crew, these first-hand tales depict a 

frontier Canada rife with speculation, gambling, rebellion and dog-eat-dog steam-

boat competition in the wild Canadian West. 

 

The BHS has been fortunate in having Ted Barris as a presenter at past meetings.  

He is an award-winning author, journalist, and broadcaster who most recently 

shared with us his insight into WWII POW camps based on his book The Great 

Escape.    

Join us  
 

Monday, November 9, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

Speaker:  Ted Barris 

Fire Canoe — Prairie Steamboat Days Revisted 

 
Burlington Central  

Library 

Centennial Room 
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foaming, dashing river, which swirls with tremendous 

rapidity down the gorge on its way to the Columbia in 

the valley below. There is glory of brightness and beauty 

everywhere, and I laugh aloud on the cowcatcher, just 

because it is all so delightful!        

 

You go girl!   That’s the spirit people like to see 

and look forward to continuing it all through 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH 

 

 

Post script – The October federal election resulted 

in a change in the political landscape and I thank MP 

Mike Wallace for all his support for heritage over 

these many years.   

 

As well, we welcome Karina Gould as she begins 

her journey as Burlington’s newest MP.  
 

 

 

President’s Report  

The final BHS Ga-

zette for 2015 and 

time to get a view of 

the journey from the 

front.   

 

Another successful 

year of top notch 

speakers at our 

meetings with the 

always popular Ted 

Barris to finish in 

November.  BHS 

was present in the 

community all year 

with Heritage Day, 

Doors Open and Remembrance Day.  Our team 

has been steadily active with the archives, website 

and Gazette newsletter, and growing our mem-

bership over a fall full of baseball and the federal 

election.  Even the Freeman Station we have spon-

sored has shown huge progress as you drive by on 

Fairview St.   

 

At the end of November I will take a trip to Jamai-

ca - the third largest English speaking country in 

the Americas, and birthplace of Canada’s first 

prime minister’s wife: Agnes Macdonald.  As the 

story goes, Sir John A. was interested in taking a 

ride on Canada’s new CPR transcontinental rail-

way in 1886 and brought along “the missus.” Lady 

Agnes enjoyed the experience but wasn’t satisfied 

with the view from the railcar. To get a good 

view, she apparently arranged to have an empty 

candle box nailed onto the cowcatcher in front of 

the locomotive and there she sat.  Actually riding 

that open air seat in her long dress from Lake 

Louise past the snow and glaciers all the way to 

Vancouver.  A distance of 600 miles.   

 

As she described:   I could only gaze at the glaciers 

that the mountains held so closely, 5,000 feet above 

us, at the trace of snow avalanches which had left a 

space a hundred feet wide massed with torn and pros-

trate trees; on the shadows that played over the dis-

tant peaks; and on a hundred rainbows made by the 

Alan Harrington 
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      Burlington Contingent Given Splendid Send Off in 1914 

Burlington remembers is one of a series provided by The Burlington Historical Society  

From the Burlington Gazette Wednesday August 19,1914 

 

On Monday afternoon, 

the town witnessed one 

of the most stirring 

scenes in the history of 

the place, when twenty 

eight young men who 

enrolled with E Co. for 

volunteer service, left 

for Georgetown to join 

the volunteers from Hal-

ton County which mobi-

lized at Georgetown. 

 

Headed by the Burling-

ton Band and two pip-

ers, the men, in charge 

of Capt. Peppiatt and 

Adjutant, George A. 

Cline marched to the Grand Trunk station, followed by a procession of automobiles, rigs, and citi-

zens on foot. The route was gaily decorated with British and French flags, bunting, etc. and the 

streets were crowded with people who cheered the boys as they passed along. It is estimated 

that over 500 people were at the station to see the boys off and as many fond farewells took 
place, many tears were noticeable in the eyes of the spectators. 

 

The  boys all bore up as true soldiers, and were quite recon-

ciled to the situation.   While the boys were lined up, Reeve M. 

C. Smith was called upon to deliver an address. The Reeve said 

he was proud  and the town was very proud of the number 

that was going from here. Their patriotism was an  honour that 

any country should be proud of. He advised them to be 

good  citizens, true soldiers, and go to the front and do their 

duty, and their country would be doubly proud of them. 

 

In conclusion he urged upon every one of them to “Trust in 

God and keep their powder dry,” and wished them God speed 

on their mission. The Reeve then proposed three cheers for 

King and the Burlington  volunteers, respectively, which were 

heartily given.  As the train departed, cheer after cheer was 

given, and the boys waved farewell through the open windows. 

  

 

Citizens gathered August 17th, 1914 to say farewell to the boys from Burlington 

 as they head off to war 

Burlington Cenotaph, November 11, 2014 
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. The Friends of Freeman Station are pleased to announce another milestone achieved in the restoration 
of the century-old building. On October 16, 2015 the official replacement Burlington Junction signage 
was installed to the front of the station facing Fairview St.  The sign is carved out of wood, hand-
painted black and white and permanently affixed above the eave.  

The station also had the outside repainted and the public mural was installed.  

Join Heritage Burlington and the Museums of Burlington for an 
Old-Fashioned Christmas event on Sunday, November 
15th from 11 am to 4 pm at the historic Ireland House & Oa-
kridge Farm at 2168 Guelph Line. 

This annual event has the sounds, smells, tastes and sights that 
will inspire your holiday spirit and lots of activities for the 
whole family.  

NEW THIS YEAR!  Complimentary horse and wagon rides 
sponsored by Heritage Burlington from MM Robinson Second-
ary School (free parking) to Ireland House & Oakridge Farm. 

Inside Ireland House there will be wonderful heritage crafts and activities such as: Victorian Poman-
ders, making a wood-cut snowman, creating a  holiday door swag with the Horticultural Society AND 
punching your own tin ornament! 

Guests also get to visit SANTA’S CABIN!  Children may write letters to Santa while they wait their 
turn to enter Santa’s cabin for a special visit with Mr. & Mrs. Claus. 

In addition, those visiting with Santa will get to make their own toy in Santa’s Workshop! 

Admission to the event: Adults: $6.00 Children: $5.00, Children under 3 are FREE. 

  

Avoid the January rush and get your 2016 membership card early!    

Dues have not changed for 2016. 

It’s easy—complete the membership form on the back of the Gazette and bring it to the next  

General Meeting. 

Heritage Updates 

F R E E M A N  S T A T IO N   
U P D A T E  

H E R IT A GE  B U R L IN G T O N  
U P D A T E  
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Notes from the Archives  

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

 

This is the final installment in the series of articles about S.S. #14 Nelson School.  If you would like to 

read more of Mary Robson’s memories of days gone by, please email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca for 

an appointment to visit the Archives.   

 

A Day at S.S. No. 14 Nelson School 

 
CHRISTMAS 

When Christmas season arrived, the first sign was “Teacher” placing perforated tissue patterns to 

border the top of the blackboards.  These were then dusted, patted with the chalk dusty felt black-

board eracers (sic) then removed.  The result was a faint white outline of poinsettias on the front 

board and holly and berries on the side board.  When the older children’s work was done, they were 

allowed to colour these patterns in with beautiful red and green chalk, which we saw only at Christ-

mas. 

 

Practice for the Christmas concert started – a choir, solos, duets, piano solos, plays, skits and recita-

tions.  A special higher platform was assembled and a heavy black wire was strung right across the 

room.  From this hung the stage curtain – old drapes from long windows – mostly blue with flowers.  

This equipment was kept in the attic during off season.  The parents (usually mothers) were invited to 

be the audience.  Sometimes Santa Claus came with a mesh bag of hard candies and nuts for each 

child.  This was the best event of the season for me.  “Teacher” put forth a monumental effort to ac-

complish this. 
 

The choir etc. were sometimes accompanied by Mrs. Ross Peart as the teacher was busy with other 

duties.  As I recall, the music selections were taught by Annette Huffman and not the visiting music 

teacher.  We sang Christmas carols and action songs. 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Submitted by Pat Taylor 

S.S. No. 14 Nelson School  
 

S.S. No. 14 Nelson School was situated on the north side of Plains Road at Maple Avenue.  Many of 

the pupils were from the market gardens in the Maple Avenue area.  Miss Helen Pattinson was the 

only teacher until she retired in 1934.    On her retirement the School Board engaged Miss Annette 

Huffman.  Miss Pattinson listed four points of advice to the new teacher: 

 

 There will be an enrollment of 60 pupils 

 They always call me “teacher” but they will address you as “Miss Huffman” 

 We have many rules and regulations which you will probably change 

 I want you to remain in the school as long as you are teaching but I want you to marry.   

 
Joan Downey, Volunteer Archivist 
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The Burlington Historical Society Needs You! 

At our Annual meeting in January 2016, as per standard procedure, our current Executive (5 members) 

will be stepping down from their positions.   It is imperative we have a full slate of candidates to 

present for the election at this meeting. 

Interested?  Please step forward at our next General Meeting on November 9th and allow 

your name to be on the 2016 Slate of Officers.   
 

For more information, please contact info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

President          1st Vice President              2nd Vice President            Secretary             Treasurer 

BHS @ Work  

October photo:  Water Street, 1925 

No one submitted a suggested answer 

BHS Projects Subcommittee:  Some good ideas for future projects are under way including: 

New member drive  and History of Burlington's Waterfront coffee table book.  Several others are be-

ing considered.  We welcome your ideas – please contact us at info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Remembrance Day: BHS will place a wreath at the Burlington City Hall Cenotaph on Wednesday, 

November 11th at 11:00 am.  All are welcome. 

 

It's a WRAP Reminder:  Be the first to identify the number of utility box wraps and the location of 

the BHS wrap to win a prize.  Send us an email at info@burlingtonhistorical.ca.  Deadline is November 

1, 2015. 

 

Centennial Room Microphone Volume:  We have advised the Library about the microphone au-

dio challenges which have affected the quality of some of the presentations.  We anticipate a resolution 

for our November meeting.  Your feedback matters – contact any of the Board in person or at in-

fo@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

September Member Survey:  Thank you to those who took the time to complete this short sur-

vey!  The results of the survey will be shared with you at a upcoming General meeting. 

 

Membership Promotion:  As a 2015 member in good standing and if you sign up a new member, 

you will be given a 2016 membership FREE!  Check in at the Membership table to take advantage of 

this promotional membership arrangement! 

Mystery Photo 

Warm welcome to our newest members: 

 

Lorraine Doyle 

Keith McKay 

Thank You 

To Robert Mazza for his knowledge and insight 

on the history of yachting in Burlington Bay 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  

Heritage Dates and Events 

Contact Information 

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

 

- General meeting 

     Monday, November 9     7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Heritage Burlington 

 

- Monthly meeting 

    Tuesday, November 3      7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  City Hall, 2nd Floor, Room 247 

 

 

 

Museums of Burlington 

 

- Ireland House 

    Seniors Sharing History 

    Sunday, November 8   1:30 PM — 3:30 PM         

  

    An Ireland Family Christmas Event 

    Sunday, November 15         11:00 AM — 4:00 PM

   

    Gingerbread Cooking Program 

    Sunday, November 22           1:30 PM — 3:30 PM 

 

    A Taste of Christmas Past 

    Friday, December 4               6:00 PM — 9:00 PM 

President  Alan Harrington 

1st Vice President TBD 

2nd  Vice President Ken Davy 

Secretary  Joan Downey 

Treasurer  Jane Ann Newson 

Officers 

Publicity and Programs       Ken Davy 

Gazette Newsletter          Heather Mace 

Archivist                         Joan Downey 

Membership         Jane Ann Newson 

Webmaster         Wayne Murphy 

Facilities Co-ordinator       TBD  

Greeting Cards            Anne Wingfield 

Telephone Committee          Iris Davy 

Century Buildings            Patricia Taylor 

Publications / Displays          TBD 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Jim Clemens 

Heritage Burlington Rep       Rick Wilson 

To contact any of the above, please email info@burlingtonhistorical.ca and place their name in the subject line.   

Directors Convenors 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

Membership  

   Date _________________________________________________________________ 

   Name _______________________________________________________ 

   Address ______________________________________________________ 

   Telephone _______________________    Email Address _________________________    

Membership Dues  (check all categories that apply)    

 

 

 

 

 New Member 

 Renewal 

 
Yes, as a new BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications and under-

stand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:   $30.00 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Volunteer 

Join our volunteer team  - please circle your interest(s) 

EXECUTIVE   •   WEBMASTER    •   FACILITIES CO-ORDINATOR    •   RESEARCH  

ARCHIVES   •   NEWSLETTER     •   PUBLIC OUTREACH    •   MEMBERSHIP 

Donation 

I wish to make a separate donation to the society in the sum of                      

A Tax Receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 or more.  

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Mail completed form and remittance(s) to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

 -  OR  -  

Leave it at the Membership table at any General Meeting 

 

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Special Membership Promotion:  As a 2015 member, sign up a new member and receive your 

2016 membership FREE.  See the Membership table at the next General Meeting for more information. 


