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Coming 

Events: 

 Executive Meeting 

Mon. Jan. 6th 7PM 

History Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 

 Annual General            

 Meeting       

 Mon. Jan. 13th 7PM   

Centennial Room 

Burlington Central 

DESJARDIN CANAL DISASTER 

Bob Seats our guest speaker on January 13th will tell us all about the mys-

terious Desjardin Canal and the terrible accident associated with it. If you 

ever wondered about the passage through Cootes Paradise this is your 

chance to hear all about it. 

2014 Memberships are 

due in January  
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Alan Harrington 

you Don Smith. The line-up of presenters for the 

coming year is shaping up to be as entertaining 

and informative as we have come to expect. 

 Nowadays, the internet is an integral part 

of our lives and a main source of information.  For 

example a quick web-search will show the 

phrase “May you live in interesting times” is neither 

old nor Asian.  This is one reason why it is so 

important to keep our website refreshed.  Our 

BHS website has a verbal history feature where 

users can click on a link to hear local people 

speaking in their own voice about aspects of our 

history. To expand this offering, we pulled several 

old cassette tapes from our archives, digitized the 

data and uploaded them to the site. We already 

had the media - we just needed to make it 

available to everyone.  I hope you can give them a 

listen.  Many thanks to Dave Morris and Joan 

Downey for making this happen. 

  Speaking of the Pier, this is the year for 

municipal elections. We are fortunate to live and 

work in such a successful city and need to make 

sure those who are seeking our vote will ensure 

Burlington City Hall continues to honour our 

heritage and respect our history. 

Looking ahead are several milestones that will 

receive media watch - including the 

100
th
 anniversary of the Great War, and the 

bicentennial of the War of 1812 continues.  An 

iconic coffee franchise has its 50
th
 anniversary and 

I wonder if we’ll hear any mention of that from Tim 

Hortons? 

President’s Report  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May you live in interesting times”    …ancient 

Chinese proverb. 

 As 2013 turns into 2014, the time is right to reflect 

on the past and look forward to upcoming events. 

 This past year saw the long awaited 

completion of the city’s newest landmark - the Pier; 

and then in September, the Freeman Station was 

moved to its new location where restoration can 

begin.  

 First, I must begin by recognizing our 

presenter at our final meeting of the year.  Don 

Smith has been a long-time friend and supporter of 

the Historical Society.  As part of the Smith’s 

75
th
 anniversary in Burlington, a series of events 

took place over the year including the writing of an 

82 page book titled “Celebrating 75 Years”.  The 

Historical Society was honoured to be selected as 

the venue for the book launch and on 

Remembrance Day, the library meeting hall was 

filled to capacity as Don walked us through the 

history of the city as it was printed in his book. 

Afterwards during refreshments, “Membership has 

its privileges” as all those present received a 

complimentary copy of the book. The Post gave a 

fine write up and Snap newspaper featured the 

occasion with colour photos.  This was a first-class 

conclusion to our BHS year and for that we thank 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

CENTENNIAL ROOM BURLINGTON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

7:00 PM 
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NOTICE 

 Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Burlington His-

torical Society will take place on January 13th, 2014, beginning at 7:00 PM in the Cen-

tennial Room of the Burlington Public Library. 

 Reports from executive members as well as the Treasurer’s report will be tabled. 

 Elections for executive positions for 2014 will also be held. 

Report of the Nominations Committee 

 The nomination Committee has received the following nominations for  

Executive positions for 2014 

 President 

 1st Vice President 

 2nd Vice President 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer 

 Volunteer Archivist 

 Director of Programs 

 Director at Large 

 Director at Large 

Alan Harrington 

Jane Ann Newson 

Colin Morley 

Noreen McNain 

Les Armstrong 

Joan Downey 

Ken Davy 

Marrian Hubbs 

Heather Mace  
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Do you have a Burlington story to share?  Send it to:       

newsletter@burlingtontonhistoricalsociety.ca 

Meet One of Our Volunteer Archivists 

I was born and brought up in the Montreal 

area and moved to Ontario in 1972 with my 

husband and children.  Our three daughters 

were brought up in Oakville and are now 

long married with families of their own.   In 

1992 I moved to Burlington. 

For 25 years I worked for a company supply-

ing valves to the oil & gas and power indus-

tries, including Nuclear power stations in 

Canada and abroad, retiring as the Quality 

Assurance Manager.  In that capacity I 

gained an appreciation for the importance of 

documentation and the handling of records. 

After retiring, as a hobby, I started scanning 

family photos. That led me to an interest in 

family history and I joined Tombstone Chas-

ers, a genealogy group at the Burlington Sen-

ior’s Centre.  I then became obsessed with 

genealogy.    

When I attended a BHS meeting in May, 

there was a request for volunteers to work in 

the Archives.  I thought I would enjoy that 

and I volunteered.   

There are 3 volunteers who regularly work in 

the Archives and others who have expressed 

an interest.  Since there was no previous ar-

chivist readily available, the 3 of us started in the 

dark and had to establish where we were.  To do 

that we had to organize.  In the process of organiz-

ing I, for one, have learned a lot about our hold-

ings.  And, progress has been made:  

- all the photographs have now been 

identified, where possible, and a filing 

system has been established;  

- there have been finding aids prepared 

for the books, boxes of documents, me-

dia files, etc.;  

- an index of BHS Gazette articles is al-

most complete;  

- work is underway on cataloguing items 

in the accession book   

In addition, work continues on some of the ongo-

ing projects: 

- recognition of the War of 1812 Veter-

ans 

- adding to the digital collection 

- working with the Library & museums 

to recognize WW1 Veterans 

- responding to email requests for infor-

mation about Burlington and it’s people 

JOAN DOWNEY 

Ed. Note; 

Joan can usually be found in the archives Mon. Tue. Wed. 

mornings. 

mailto:newsletter@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca
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T he  S i l ve r  D ar t  

The Silver Dart was flown off the ice of Baddeck Bay, a sub-basin of Bras 

d'Or Lake in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, on 23rd of February 1909. This 

was  the first controlled powered flight in Canada. The aircraft was piloted by 

one of its designers, J.A.D. McCurdy. The original Silver Dart was designed 

and built under the guidance of Dr. Alexander Graham Bell. 

The grandson of  McCurdy, Honorary Colonel Gerald Haddon, is to be our 

February speaker and he will be telling us about this fascinating piece of 

Canadian aeronautical history. He will also be telling about his grandfather’s 

interesting life and his many achievements. 

Join Us 

Monday, February 10, 2014 

7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

February 2014 Volume 9, Issue 2 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

Have you renewed 

your membership 

yet? 

P l e a s e  u s e  t h e 

application on the last 

page to renew or to 

become a new member. 

Everyone is welcome! .   

 

Source: Library and Archives Canada / PA-122520  
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February is Heritage Month.  That means the 

Heritage Fair will be held at the library featuring the 

100th anniversary of the start of the Great War as 

this year’s theme.  Your Historical Society will again 

be represented along with Museums Burlington, 

Friends of Freeman Station and many others. There 

is a photo of Burlington troops in 1914 preparing to 

go to Europe just before they board the train at 

Freeman.  Attending this event gives me a chance to 

meet with a cross section of so many Burlington 

community groups sharing an interest in our 

heritage.  Our table will be easy to find right next to 

our banner. 

 

Starting this year in Ontario, January 21 is 

proclaimed Lincoln Alexander Day. This decision 

was voted on at Queens Park in November 2013 

and the act passed unanimously.  Lincoln, born 1922 

in Toronto, served with the RCAF in WWII, 

became a lawyer, an MP, a Companion of the Order 

of Canada and Lieutenant Governor of Ontario.  He 

even has a highway named after him in Hamilton 

known as “The Linc”.   I was able to meet this fine 

gentleman when he attended our Historical Society 

meeting a few years ago when we celebrated the 

Brant Inn.  

 

So many good things going on.   

President’s Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extreme weather has been in the news lately. 

Between the recent ice storm and chilling polar 

vortex, nature has a way of exercising its 

strength.  I hope all our friends and members 

were safe and made it through without sustaining 

losses or property damages.  Nature unleashed 

her fury, and yet the next morning greeted us to 

a sunshine wonder world enrobed in crystal.  

 

At our AGM meeting held January 13 2014, the 

slate of members of the executive was an-

nounced, voted on, and accepted. Thank you for 

your support. I look forward to serving as your 

president in the second year of the mandate, es-

pecially with a great team joining me on the 

board.  Some returning and some joining for the 

first time.  Jane Ann Newson comes back to the 

board after many years and I look forward to her 

insights.  We already have some new ideas on 

the docket that we will roll out through the year.     

 

 

Alan Harrington 
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property was bestowed in 1784. In a letter 

By Claire Emery Machan– 

Abridged from “Pathway to Skyway Revisited-The Story of 

Burlington” 

The deed to Brant’s property on Burlington Bay 

was registered in 1798. The description of the 

property states that it “contained by 

measurement 3450 acres…being composed of a 

certain tract situated at the head of Lake 

Ontario…in the Home district of our 

province…together with the woods and water 

thereon lying…in the limit of the land 

purchased from the Mississauga.” 

It is almost certain that Brant owned land 

before 1798 and it is possible that he was 

unofficially given it after the Grand River  

M y s t e r y  P h o t o s  

property was bestowed in 1784. In a letter 

written in June 1797, it was mentioned that at 

Brant’s house at “The Beach” on the shore of 

Lake Ontario, 160 Indians were successfully 

vaccinated for smallpox. Two years earlier, Mrs. 

John  Graves Simcoe sailed to the north shore 

of Burlington Bay where she and her party 

camped. ”Captain Brant called on horseback”, 

she wrote in her diary ”on his way to Niagara 

but left his sons and attendants here till the 

wind proves fair for them to proceed.” It was 

necessary for the Brant boys to share  the 

Simcoe accommodation, which was a tent. 

Surely if Brant had had any kind of home of his 

at the beach, he would have left his party there. 

                                                                  (Continued on page 4) 

Watercolour by Dr E. Walsh, 49th Regiment,  

of the "Home of Capt. Brant at the Head of Lake Ontario", 1804  

Joseph Brant Was Burlington’s Most Illustrious Settler 

Article as submitted to the Burlington Post by the Burlington His-

torical Society 
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(Continued from page 3) 

Certainly the Brants were still well established at 

the Grand River as late as 1792 when Patrick 

Campbell described the household there. ”Tea 

was on the table when we came in, served up in 

the handsomest China plate. After tea was over 

we were entertained with music of an elegant 

hand organ…Next day dinner was going on the 

table in the same elegant style as the preceding 

night when I returned to Captain Brant’s house, 

the servants dressed in their best apparel. Two 

slaves attended the table, the one in scarlet, the 

other in coloured clothes with silver buckles in 

their shoes and ruffles and every other part of 

their apparel in proportion.” 

When Brant built his house at Burlington Beach, 

he used logs from the Thousand Islands in the St. 

Joseph  Brant  

Lawrence, since the type of  red cedar he 

wanted did not grow here. It was designed 

after the home of Sir William Johnson and a 

description of the home was set down by James 

Buchanan, British Consul at New York, in the 

summer of 1819. From the shores of Lake 

Ontario five miles away, he saw the Brant 

House ”which had a very noble and 

commanding aspect…Driving up to the door 

we alighted. The outer door leading into the 

spacious hall was open, we proceeded into the 

parlour….it was room well furnished with a 

carpet and pier and chimney glasses, mahogany 

tables, fashionable chairs, a guitar and neat 

hanging bookcase in among other volumes 

were perceived a Church of England Prayer 

Book translated into the Mohawk tongue.” 

 

Alan Stacey will demonstrate how to repair problems that can occur with sash windows and woodwork in 

older homes. He will also discuss how to maintain and repair other pieces of decorative interior and 

exterior woodwork. Alan Stacey is a materials conservation specialist whose experience includes the 

conservation and maintenance of artifacts and historic buildings.  

 

This advertisement was requested by:   

Alan Stacey, Principal, Conservator, C & G UK 

Heritage Mill—Historic Building Conservation 

544 Governor’s Road, Dundas, ON L9H 5E5 

Lee Valley Tools 

3060 Davidson Court 

Burlington, ON 

(North of Q.E.W. off Guelph Line)  

Friday, March 21, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

To purchase tickets call: (905) 319-9110 

How to Care for Your Heritage Windows and Woodwork 
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Notes  from the  Arch ives  

By Joan Downey, Archivist 

Database software has been purchased and use 

of our electronic catalogue is underway.  Start-

ing with the existing Accession Register, we 

have entered 700+ items.  That’s just a start 

and represents only a small portion of the arti-

facts in our possession. 

We are also in the process of indexing articles 

in the BHS newsletters, beginning with the first 

issue of 2000.  When complete, the records 

will be imported to the catalogue and be fully 

searchable.   

Eventually, it is planned to have the catalogue 

accessible from the website.  We aren’t quite 

there yet.  Updates will follow. 

We have just received a wonderful donation of 

a photograph of the Burlington Hockey Team 

of 1911-1912.  The photo was donated by the 

grandson of the team captain Gordon Colton.    

All the team players are identified.  We will 

add the photo to the website under “digital 

images” shortly.  

As always, we like to hear from volunteers 

who are willing to assist in the Archives.  At 

this time, there is someone in the room Mon-

day through Wednesday  mornings and some 

afternoons; however, email us and we can al-

ways arrange a mutually acceptable time. 

Burlington Historical Society Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

T a k i n g  S t a l k  o f  C e l e r y  

— 1 9 t h  C e n t u r y  S t y l e  
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F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N  U P D A T E  

Freeman train station ca 1910,  

viewed from the north side of the tracks  

Anyone interested in supporting the 

Friends of Freeman Station may do so 

by becoming a volunteer, joining as a 

The Burlington Historical Society is a 

proud supporter of the Friends of 

Freeman Station.     

Learn more about the station and keep 

up to date on the latest developments, 

v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.freemanstation.ca and follow us 

on Twitter—@FreemanStation.     
 

Les Armstrong Remembered 

On Friday, January 24, 2014  Les Armstrong 

passed away at the age of 80.  

Les’ contributions to the preservation of  

Burlington’s heritage were remarkable.  Through 

his leadership as the first President of the 

Friends of Freeman Station, he laid the 

groundwork for the sizable task of giving the 

station a second life in a new location and 

renovation.  Thanks to his efforts, the station 

has already attained the goal of having a new and 

permanent home.   

Les was Past President of the Burlington 

Historical Society in 2002 and again in 2011 and 

2012.  He was also involved in Local 

Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee.   

Les was committed to giving back to the 

community in many ways but sailing was one of 

his personal passions.  It took him to many 

interesting and remote locations around the 

world.  Les’ motto was “Anyone can steer a boat 

in calm waters” is a testament to his ability to 

steer when things got rough. 

Our deepest condolences to his wife Peggy and 

family.  He will be missed. 

Do you have a Burlington story or event to share?  Send it to:   

newsletter@burlingtontonhistoricalsociety.ca 

The Burlington Historical Society is a proud supporter 

of the Friends of Freeman Station.     
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Greeting Cards — Anne Wingfield  

Heritage Burlington Representatives — Rick Wilson and James 

Clemens  

Newsletter Editor — Heather Mace 

Century Buildings Committee — Pat Taylor 

Programs — Ken Davy  

Promotion / Display Team — Judy McNairn  

C o n v e n o r s  

Publications — Judy McNairn  

Publicity — Dave Morris and Ken Davy  

Telephone Committee — Iris Davy  

Web Site — Dave Morris    

Archive Volunteers:  Pat Taylor, Joan Downey,                          

Peggy Armstrong  

             

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive  

President 

1st Vice President 

2nd Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer (interim) 

Alan Harrington 

Jane Ann Newson 

Colin Morley 

Noreen McNairn 

Brian Ryder 

905 319 4277 

 

905 634 1477 

905 637 6400 

905 336 2105 

Past President 

Archivst 

Director  

Director  

Les Armstrong 

Joan Downey 

Heather Mace 

Marrian Hubbs

  

 

 

 

Heritage Month 

February 2014 

 

Burlington Historical Society – Executive meeting  

Monday, February 3, 2014 - 7 to 9 PM  

Burlington Central Library - 2nd Floor – History Room 

 

Heritage Burlington – General meeting 

Saturday, February 11, 2014 – 7 PM 

City Hall, 3rd floor, Rm 307   

 

Burlington Historical Society – General meeting 

Monday, February 10, 2014 - 7 to 9 PM 

Burlington Central Library - Centennial Hall 

Topic:  The Silver Dart 

 

 

HERITAGE DATES AND EVENTS 

Burlington Public Library – Genealogy Basics 

Wednesday, February 19, 2014 - 7 to 8.30 PM 

Burlington Central Library - Centennial Hall 

 

Museums of Burlington:  Heritage Month Open 

House & Antique Road Show 

Wednesday, February 19, 2014 – 10 AM to 4 PM 

Joseph Brant Museum - 1240 North Shore Blvd. E 

 

Museums of Burlington:  Sophia Pooley's Story  

Wednesday, February 19, 2014 – 6:30 to 8 PM 

Joseph Brant Museum - 1240 North Shore Blvd. E 

 

Stories in the Stones 

Sunday, February 23, 2014 - 2 PM 

Bay Gardens Funeral Home 

1010 Botanical Drive 
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Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 

Name       Telephone    _________  

 

Address          ______________ 

 

City        Postal Code    ____ 

 

Email Address           _________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

 

New Member                  Renewal 

 Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

Membership Application 

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

Like us on FaceBook             Visit us at:  www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 
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“WHISKEY AND WICKEDNESS IN HALTON” 

Larry Cotton is the author of a series of books on Whiskey and 

Wickedness  in Ontario.  He will discuss the unique situation 

that Halton found itself in for the production of copious amounts 

of whiskey during the early settlement period.  

Join Us 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

March 2014 Volume 10, Issue 3 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

Have you renewed 

your membership 

yet? 

P l e a s e  u s e  t h e 

application on the last 

page to renew or to 

become a new member. 

Source: Library and Archives Canada / PA-122520  
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Just like the three level podium, another BHS 

executive member to be recognized is 

our treasurer Brian Ryder.  Brian has done an 

exemplary job of keeping our records and assets in tip-

top shape over these past many years. Brian made the 

decision to move from Burlington to another part of 

Ontario which leaves us a vacancy at the board for the 

role of treasurer. I wish to thank Brian for his hard 

work and dedication and to say the books are in 

perfect shape ready to be handed to his 

successor.  When I made the decision to move to 

Burlington in 2003, a volunteer group I was with gave 

me a $25 Canadian Tire Gift Certificate which I 

used to have my new house key cut.  I carry that key 

every day, so to keep the tradition, I gave Brian a $25 

Canadian Tire Gift Certificate at our February 

meeting. 

A bright spot in our program is our monthly 

speaker.  In February we were privileged to have 

RCAF Honorary Colonel Gerald P. J. Haddon tell us 

about his grandfather John McCurdy. 

McCurdy became famous as Canada's first pilot when 

he flew the Silver Dart in Nova Scotia. A fascinating 

person who established many records in aviation and 

earned the first pilot license for both Canada and the 

RAF.  Colonel Haddon quoted W. E. B. Du 

Bois :  “The most important thing in life to remember 

is this: Be ready at any moment, to give up what you 

are, for what you might become."    

  

This applies to all future pilots, Olympians and 

Community Volunteers.   

President’s Report  

As this article is being writ-

ten, early results of the Ca-

nadian Olympic teams' suc-

cess at the Sochi games are 

coming in.  Watching the 

athletes mount the podium 

we are reminded of former 

Burlington resident M.M 

( M e l v i l l e  M a r k ) 

"Bobby" Robinson who in-

troduced the three-tier po-

dium to the world at the 1930 Commonwealth 

games in Hamilton. The purpose of it was to recog-

nize the three champions (see "podium" - Wikipe-

dia). 

It is a challenging time at the BHS.  We lost a won-

derful volunteer when Past President Les Arm-

strong passed away in January.  He was the person 

who blazed the trail for me to become more in-

volved in the Burlington Historical Society and we 

worked together here as well as the Freeman Sta-

tion team.  One of Les' contributions was putting 

the Gazette together on a monthly basis. He is 

missed and as I write this section in his honour, my 

thoughts go out to his family and friends  In his 

memory, those wishing to make a contribu-

tion are encouraged to become more active within 

their community by volunteering their time. 

Previous to Les, our BHS president was Dave Morris. 

Dave has been a tremendous asset to the Society 

by managing our website where he introduced sever-

al updates in January 2014. However, due to a recent 

health issue, Dave has been unable to devote his atten-

tion to our website so we hope he gets well and back 

on his feet real soon. 

 

Alan Harrington 
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J ohn  Wald ie ’s  bu i ld ing  one  o f  the  o ldes t  i n  Bur l ington  

 Painting by Paul Duff  of  

John Waldie and Co’s store 

 as it looked in 1879  

Article as submitted to the Burlington Post by the Burlington 

 Historical Society 

By Claire Emery Machan– 

Abridged from “Pathway to Skyway Revisited- 
The Story of Burlington” 

 

The building at the northeast corner of John St. 

and Lakeshore Rd. is one of the town’s oldest 

commercial structures.   Built by John Waldie, first 

Reeve of Burlington, well over a century ago, the 

store handled everything from groceries to dry 

goods and hardware.  Waldie employed 14 clerks 

and on Saturday nights when the farmers came to 

town, the store and plank sidewalk outside 

thronged with shoppers.  William E. Kerns was 

John Waldie’s partner for 20 years before buying 

out the business when Waldie became a lumber-

man. 

Later owners were Hicks and Bamford and Tem-

plins.  In recent years the store served variously as 

a Brewer’s Retail outlet and an automobile show-

room.  The building was extensively renovated in 

1966 with three retail outlets on John Street being 

opened up. 

The second floor was used as a dressmaking estab-

lishment, run by “Min” Johnson.  At the rear was a 

hall with a stairway leading up from John 

Street.  The Masons assembled there for many 

years, as did the World War Veter-

ans Organization before they had a Legion 

Hall.  The Burlington Citizens’ Band held practic-

es in the place on Wednesday nights. 

 A feature of this old building was a windlass, 13 feet 

in diameter, held together with square-headed nails, 

which was used to operate a hoist by which grain 

was hauled up.  Gun racks found in the top floor 

gave rise to the romantic rumour that the building 

served as a fort.  It may have housed militiamen 

during the Fenian Raids, or the 20th Halton Rifles 

(Burlington Company) may have gathered there, 

William Kerns having been Lieutenant-Colonel of 

the Rifles from 1888 to 1898. 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N  U P D A T E  

The Burlington Histori-

cal Society is a proud 

supporter of the Friends 

of Freeman Station.     

Keri Dunham, an Ireland House 

volunteer sporting a turn-of-the-century 

dress, from the same era when the 

station was built in 1906 at the Heritage 

Burlington Show held February 1st in 

the Burlington Library. 
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Aer ia l  Photography  and  Bur l ington    

 

Written by David Craig 

Aerial photography  brought a new 

vision to Canada.  The aerial 

photographic postcards made by 

the Bishop-Barker Co. and the 

Canadian Postcard Co. were 

produced, printed and copyrighted 

from 1919 to 1920.  The postcards 

represent an attempt by World 

War One ex-flying aces to transfer 

their military skills into a post-war 

living.  This was a technology no 

longer for military purposes alone; now it represented how technology could provide people with a 

‘New Vision’ that many thought would define the rest of the century.  Notably, the images are also 

some of the first examples of photographs of the Canadian landscape produced from the air and made 

available for popular consumption.  Between the wars, this new view of the landscape through aerial 

photography inspired society, as it represented post-war hopes and ideals. 

Looking Back 

We thank Honorary Colonel 

Gerald Haddon, for his presenta-

tion in February about his grand-

father J.A.D. McCurdy, one of the 

designers of the Silver Dart.  The 

insight into his grandfather as a 

person gave the presentation a 

very special dimension. 

Do you have a Burlington story or event to share?  Send it to:   

newsletter@burlingtontonhistoricalsociety.ca 
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Notes  from the  Arch ives  

“Re-Union at Zimmerman School” 

From our Schools Collections comes this newspaper clipping from the 

Burlington Gazette of 31 July 1929: 

Over 100 attended an Old Boy’s and Girl’s re-

union in the new Public School at Zimmerman, 

S.S. No. 8, Nelson, on July 27th and 28th.  It was 

the official opening of the new school which re-

placed the two room school built in 1878.  Many 

attended who were pupils in the old frame 

school built in 1854.  Lunch was served at noon 

and in the afternoon memories were recalled by 

old boys and girls of various groups.  Among the 

older pupils in attendance were Miss Bastedo, 

Milton; Mrs. Irwin, Tansley and Mr. B. Bridgeman, 

Zimmerman.  Mr. Bridgeman was chairman of 

the annual school meeting held thirty-three years 

ago and still presides at the annual school meet-

ings.   

Accounts shown and minutes of 1887 read: “Four 

cords of wood, $15; teacher’s salary $375; total 

expenses of section, $500.”  Last year’s (1928) 

wood cost $78.00, teacher’s salary, $1000 and 

total expenses $1700.  A very enjoyable even 

Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

Burlingtonhistoricalsociety 

@yahoo.com 

ing was spent by the young people and many 

of the older people at a dance held in the new 

school. 

Many of the old families remaining in the com-

munity and represented at the re-union were 

the Sinclair’s, Bennets, Pattersons, Rogers, 

Gowlands, Emersons, Bridgemans, Harrisons 

and Campbells.  The grandfathers of the pre-

sent pupils were old pupils of Zimmerman 

school.  Many of the old families who have 

moved away were represented, namely 

Denses, Clazies, Zimmermans and VanNor-

mans. 

The record of the re-union of 1895 and also 

the deed of the present school site, dated 

1854, was presented by Mr. Sam Harrison, of 

Hamilton, to the present school board. 

Many attended the church services on Sunday.  

The choir, composed of former pupils of the 

old school, provided the music for both ser-

vices.” 

Sourced by:  Joan Downey, Archivist 

The photograph of S .S. No. 8, Nelson 

(Appleby Line at #2 Side Road, Zimmer-

man), dated 22 June 1909, was donated by 

Mrs. Joy Watson 
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Les Armstrong   

The Burlington Historical Society lost Les 

Armstrong, a dedicated member and Past 

President on January 24, 2014 at the age of 80. 

 

After retiring from the Ontario Potato Board in 

1998, Les became active in his community by 

supporting many organizations including the 

Burlington Historical Society, Freeman Station, 

Power Squadron, 50 Point Yacht Club, 

Burlington Ham Radio Club as well as 

volunteering with the City of Burlington. 

 

Born in Nelson Township in 1933, Les spent his 

youth in Burlington. As a young adult he worked 

for the Hydro department as well as a 

Volunteer Firefighter. On June 25, 1955 Les 

married Margaret (Peggy) and they moved to 

Clifford in 1963 where he became a pig farmer. 

While in Clifford, Les became active in the Lions 

Club and drove a school  bus .  

In 1969 Les moved his family to Wingham. 

 

Les was a Farm reporter for the local television 

station CKNX. During his time with the TV 

station, he had the honour of interviewing 

former Prime Minister John Diefenbaker. 

It was always in the back of Les’ mind to move 

back to his hometown of Burlington. 

 

 In 1971, Les was offered a job with the Ontario 

Fruit & Vegetable Growers’ Association in 

Toronto. He jumped at the opportunity and 

moved the family back to Burlington. 

After a brief time with the OF&VGA, Les 

became the Secretary Manager of the Ontario 

Potato Board.   He held this position up until his 

retirement in 1998. 

 

Les began his retirement by getting involved in 

the city he loved. He volunteered his time to 

several clubs and committees. These include 

HUG, LACAC, Friends of the Freeman Station, 

Plains Road Vision, and The Historical Society 

to name a few. 

 

He also became more involved in his passion of 

sailing. Les has sailed Newfoundland to honour 

the Vikings, each of the five Great Lakes, the 

British Virgin Islands and his cross Atlantic trip 

to the Azores along with several voyages in 

Lake Ontario from his slip at 50 Point Marina. 

  

Les was very determined to ensure Burlington 

stayed true to its heritage and keep the 

memories of its history. 

  

Those wishing to make a donation in memory 

of Les are asked to please consider a charity of 

choice and are encouraged to become more 

active within their community by volunteering 

their time. 

 

“Anyone can steer a boat in calm waters" 
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Greeting Cards — Anne Wingfield  

Heritage Burlington Representatives — Rick Wilson and James 

Clemens  

Newsletter Editor — Heather Mace 

Century Buildings Committee — Pat Taylor 

Programs — Ken Davy  

Promotion / Display Team — Judy McNairn  

C o n v e n o r s  

Publications — Judy McNairn  

Publicity — Dave Morris and Ken Davy  

Telephone Committee — Iris Davy  

Web Site —  TBD  

Archive Volunteers:  Pat Taylor, Joan Downey,                          

Peggy Armstrong  

             

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive  

President 

1st Vice President 

2nd Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer  

Alan Harrington 

Jane Ann Newson 

Colin Morley 

Noreen McNairn 

TBD 

 

 

905 634 1477 

905 637 6400 

 

Past President 

Archivst 

Director  

Director  

Les Armstrong 

Joan Downey 

Heather Mace 

Marrian Hubbs

  

 

 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

– Executive meeting  

Monday, March 3, 2014                7 to 9 PM  

Burlington Central Library - 2nd Floor – History Room 

 

Heritage Burlington 

– General meeting 

Wednesday, March 12, 2014       7 PM 

City Hall, 3rd floor, Rm 307   

 

Burlington Historical Society 

– General meeting 

Monday, March 10, 2014           7 to 9 PM 

Burlington Central Library - Centennial Hall 

Topic:  Whiskey and Wickedness in Halton 

 

 

HERITAGE DATES AND EVENTS 

Joseph Brant Museum 

— Museum Mystery Camp 

March 10—14, 2014             9:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Joseph Brant Museum - 1240 North Shore Blvd. E 

 

Ireland House at Oakridge Farm 

- Historic Cooking Program:  Discover the  

  Magic of Maple 

Sunday, March 9, 2014         1 PM to 4PM 

Ireland House -2168 Guelph Line 

 

Ireland House at Oakridge Farm 

- S.U.R.V.I.V.A.L. Burlington 

March 10—14, 2014            9:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Ireland House—2168 Guelph Line 
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Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 

Name       Telephone    _________  

 

Address          ______________ 

 

City        Postal Code    ____ 

 

Email Address           _________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

New Member                      Renewal 

    

Family: $40.00              Single: $30.00            Senior: $25.00  

             

 Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

Membership Application 

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

Like us on FaceBook             Visit us at:  www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 
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On June 1, 1866 Canada was invaded by Irish-American Fenian insurgents 

from their bases in the United States. The Fenian Brotherhood planned to 

take Canada hostage in an attempt to free Ireland from the British Crown 

and establish an independent republic. The invasion culminated on June 2nd, 

with the Battle of Ridgeway near Fort Erie. 

Nine militia volunteers from Toronto's Queen's Own Rifles Regiment were 

killed in the battle, hence the name the "Ridgeway Nine".  They were 

Canada's first soldiers killed in action and Ridgeway was the last battle fought 

in Ontario against a foreign invader.  Given the disastrous conclusion, the 

Macdona l d  gove rnmen t 

covered up what happened to 

such a degree that most 

Canadians today have never 

heard of this battle. 

Our April guest speaker, 

Professor Peter Vronsky, has 

written the first book-length 

study of the battle to be 

published in 100 years — 

Ridgeway:  The American Fenian 

Invasion and the 1866 Battle 

That Made Canada. 

In this issue: 

President’s Report 2 

Union Burial 

Ground 

3 

Freeman Station 4 

Looking Back 4 

War of 1812 5 

100 Years Ago 5 

Volunteering 5 

Notes from the 

Archives 

6 

Executive 7 

Heritage Events 7 

Membership 8 

Join Us in April 

Monday, April 14, 2014 

7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

April 2014 Volume 10, Issue 4 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

Ridgeway:  The American Fenian Invasion and the 1866 

Battle That Made Canada 

Join Us in May 

Monday, May 12, 2014 

Topic:  History of the CCM 

Presenter:  John McKenty 

Battle of Ridgeway, C.W. Desperate Charge of the Feni-

ans, under Col. O'Neill near Ridgeway Station, June 2, 

1866 (Library and Archives Canada, Acc. No. 1946-35-1) 
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worked because they married a while after he 

returned.  

Vimy Ridge has always intrigued me, especially 

with this year marking the 100th anniversary of 

the start of WWI. Visiting that monument has 

always been on my list of things to do 

“someday”, but that day never seems to come.   

Question:  Ever notice the icons on the back of 

our new plastic $5's and $20's are not even in 

Canada?  The $5 shows the CanadArm in space 

to represent our nation’s aero-technology that 

all started from that first flight of the Silver Dart. 

The reverse of the $20 bill features Vimy Ridge 

Memorial which is located in Europe - to be fair, 

built on land ceded to Canada by France.   

The day after our February presenter spoke so 

passionately about his grandfather’s adventure, I 

decided I needed to do the right thing and 

booked a flight to Europe to pay my respects to 

Vimy Ridge. My flight is in May and I am looking 

forward to the journey with three of my grown 

children.   

Our meetings are open to anyone who is inter-

ested in our heritage.  They are casual, insightful, 

and entertaining.  Sometimes, however, I notice 

we have a few empty seats in the room and 

wonder how we can fix that.  Already several 

improvements to our meeting room set-up have 

been implemented and you can read about these 

on this newsletter’s back page.  Everyone is wel-

come so bring a friend to the next meeting and 

enjoy the experience. See you there. 

President’s Report  

At our monthly public 

meetings at the library, I 

always enjoy welcoming 

everyone knowing full well 

we have a terrific evening 

ahead of us.  Ken Davy, 

our Program Director, 

never fails to deliver top-

notch presenters including 

professors and authors 

who bring their books 

along for autographs afterwards. In addition to 

being informative and entertaining, our speakers 

often prove to be quite motivating too. 

Just to recap - back in February, Hon. Col. Had-

don spoke to us about his grandfather who built 

and piloted the original Silver Dart in 1909 and 

our March speaker was Larry Cotton, author of 

Whiskey and Wickedness in Halton. Professor 

Peter Vronsky will present the Battle of Ridge-

way in April.  

I mention Hon. Col. Haddon’s presentation be-

cause he got me thinking of my own grandfather.  

Bombardier Paul Harrington was a gunner with 

the R.C.H.A. at Vimy Ridge.  I have his original 

pay book and handwritten diaries from his time 

during the battle on April 9-12, 1917.  A teenag-

er, his pay was $1.15 a day which meant he 

earned the grand sum of $4.60 for his four days 

of work. Of course, while he was recording 

notes he wouldn’t have known the huge signifi-

cance of the event at the time. Inside his diary is 

a fragile four-leaf-clover my grandmother 

had given him for good luck and it must have 

Alan Harrington 
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Dav i s  f ami ly  were  founders  o f  t he  Un ion  Bur ia l  Ground   

Union Burial Grounds, Plains Road near  

Maple Avenue  

Article as submitted to the Burlington Post by The Burling-

ton Historical Society  

By Claire Emery Machan– 

Abridged from “Pathway to Skyway Revisited- 
The Story of Burlington” 
 

Born in Maryland, William Davis was the son 

of a plantation owner of Welsh descent. In 

1771 he married Hannah Phillipse and estab-

lished his own plantation in North Carolina 

near his wife’s parents. When General Corn-

wallis marched south in 1781, Davis and his 

family welcomed him and his British troops, 

including the Queen’s Rangers led by Major 

John Graves Simcoe. When the British were 

forced to retreat to the north, Revolutionary 

troops came in pursuit and destroyed the Da-

vis plantation. 

Hearing that Simcoe had been appointed Lieu-

tenant-Governor of Upper Canada, he decided 

to establish a safe and new home under the 

British flag. The family set out on horseback, 

with all of their worldly goods packed into 

wagons. Several faithful slaves also accompa-

nied the party. 

For a while the family settled at Chippewa be-

cause Davis hoped that the government admin-

istrators would be able to honour a note for 

10,000 pounds which had been given to him by 

General Cornwallis for billeting his troops in 

1781. The word finally came that the books 

were closed on the Revolutionary War, and 

that payment could not be made. This disap-

pointment  and the death of his wife Hannah 

made him move his family to Mount Albion  

in Saltfleet Township where he received a land 

grant of 500 acres. In 1806 his son Asahel, now 

married with a growing family, purchased 240 

acres in Brant’s Block. It is said that they came by 

canoe, carefully transporting seedling fruit trees 

which they planted on their new farm. 

Asahel and his wife Nancy had eight children. Un-

fortunately the two youngest died in 1814, and two 

weeks later their mother died. A year later Asahel 

married Hannah Bates, who was a widow. In 1883 

his grandson Charles Gilbert built a large brick 

house on the property. This well preserved build-

ing at 1134 Plains Road west of Maple Avenue is 

presently owned and occupied by a custom clothi-

er named THROATS THREADS/Apparel. 

In 1848 ten pioneer families established the Union 

Burial Ground on land owned by Asahel Davis on 

Plains Road. Two of Asahel’s sons, Gilbert and 

William, were among the founders. Many of the 

Davis family are buried here. 
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Mr. Theo Bullock is 91 years young and was honoured recently 

as the newest lifetime member. The Bullock name is well known 

in the area as one of Burlington’s first families and one of the 

original market garden families. Theo Bullock has generously 

shared his memories of the station with the Friends of Freeman 

Station, and will continue to do so as progress is made 

renovating this beautiful historic train station.  

Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

Looking Back at Whiskey and Wickedness 

W e  t h a n k  L a r r y  C o t t o n  f o r  h i s  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  M a r c h  b a s e d  o n  h i s  

b o o k  W h i s k e y  a n d  W i c k e d n e s s  i n  H a l -

t o n .   I t  p r o v i d e d  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t  i n -

t o  h o w  t h e  “ W a t e r  o f  L i f e ”  c o n t r i b -

u t e d  t o  s o m e  o f  B u r l i n g t o n ’ s  p a s t  

p l e a s u r e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  e v e r y -

d a y  l i f e .    

Do you have a Burlington story or event to share?  Send it to:   

newsletter@burlingtontonhistoricalsociety.ca 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N  U P D A T E  

A specia l  thank you to Barbara Teatero 

and Paul   Stone of  Museums of  Burl ington 

for sharing some of  their artefacts .   In-

c luded were a Temperance Card and an 

orig ina l  Brant Inn menu with drink pr ices.   

These rea l ly helped make the presentat ion 

come al ive .  

 

Pictured:  Brian Aasgaard, Theo Bullock,  

Councillor Marianne Meed Ward 

The Grapevine Inn” or “Hal fway House” 

Tavern. Bui l t  c irca 1850 at the intersec-

t ion of the Snake and York Roads ,  1631 

Snake Road was or ig ina l ly  a  tavern ,  bu i l t  

to serve the needs of  trave l lers .   Many 

of these were p ioneer ing farmers in East 

F lamborough Township going to Hami l-

ton Market .  
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One Hundred Years Ago 

This Month in Burlington’s History 

Burlington Gazette, 22 April 1914  

Notices will be posted up this week requesting 

the citizens to clean up their premises generally 

by May 15th, after which date Inspector Tufgar 

will make his rounds.  Let every citizen paint and 

fix up, and make home look as if there was a lit-

tle enterprise around you.  Take the garden rake 

and collect all the old rubbish of 1913 in a pile 

and set fire to it – don’t burn the house down in 

the operation – and let it be burned up and nev-

er to collect there again.  Then go for that pile of 

ashes collected during the winter and remove it 

far hence so that your yard will look as if some-

one was living thee.  There is no place like home, 

therefore make it beautiful, delightful and en-

chanting, and your attachments for it will be 

stronger.   

 

Sourced by:  Joan Downey, Archivist 

The War of 1812 

TVO Series 

A Desert Between Us and Them  

“This documentary brought me to tears.  It is one thing 

to read, “…. and they burnt their house and barn.” 

but quite another set of feelings is created when you 

watch the buildings burning – even when you know it 

is a film.  I can’t imagine how devastated the settlers 

must have felt as they watched their buildings burn.” 

— Pat Taylor (volunteer archivist) 

Monday evenings: April 14, 21, and 28 at 7 PM 

(not confirmed) 

 

Bookkeeper/Treasurer  

 
Experience: 

 

 Must have understanding of QuickBooks 

 

Duties and responsibilities: 

 

 Prepare annual tax forms, HST and summer 

student applications 

 Record deposits and payments using Quick-

Books or Excel 

 Prepare monthly financial statement for Ex-

ecutive 

 Receive donations 

 Monitor investments 

 Prepare annual budget and year-end sum-

mary 

 

 

Contact: 

president@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca along 

with your name and email address 
 

Interested in Volunteering? 

1982 Snake Road, Aldershot  

The house was built in 1840 for John Applegarth, a veteran of the 

War of 1812, who operated mills on a lower section of Grindstone 

Creek in Hidden Valley.  
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Notes from the Archives 

I lived a great part of my life on Maple Avenue 

very near Water Street and the Brant Inn.  It was 

a picturesque sight to see old Lake Ontario 

steaming lots of mornings.  During the winter the 

ice banks would form very high on the beach.  It 

would take a good many warm sunny days for 

those banks to clear away.  I can remember 

walking down on the beach in my new Easter 

costume and the ice was not cleared away. 

As the days through February and March passed, 

people used to query how thick the ice was on 

Lake Ontario.  It was always news when the first 

Great Lake Freighter entered the Lift Bridge 

Canal Channel and entered the Bay.  Navigation 

was usually projected March 15th to April 15th and 

they usually had it correct.  The boat Captain was 

the recipient of a top hat and cuff links from the 

City of Hamilton. 

 

Maple Avenue comprised many market garden-

ers and it would be a lovely sight to walk along 

and watch them prepare their load for the 

spring planting – horses pulling ploughs and 

earth smelling sweet. 

Davidson’s Nurseries would be out attending to 

their outdoor trees and plants and further along 

the Bridgmans, Thorpes, Vickers and Tregunna 

Brothers would be preparing and planting let-

tuce, onions, radishes, peppers, egg plants, etc. 

Soon there would be the children out with 

their skipping ropes, playing with hoops, jacks 

and marbles.   

With spring also comes Easter.  It used to be an 

event in St. Luke’s Church to see it be decked 

with beautiful white Easter Lilies and the purple 

of the chancel covering. 

With the singing of the Easter Musical, our voic-

es seemed to boom forth with the elation that 

winter was behind us and we had the glories of 

the fresh awakening of earth’s vegetation.  One 

would come out with an elated feeling, even 

though there was still ice on the Lake.” 

 

Spring in Burlington 

An excerpt from “The Burlington I Remember” by Gwelda Garnham written in 1977.   Available in the Archives with 

three hand-coloured postcards.  Visit “BHS Digital Collection” on our website and search for “Garnham”. 

Hand-coloured postcard by Gwelda Garnham 

Willey Farmhouse Maple Ave. and Ontario St.., ca 1925 

Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

Burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 
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Greeting Cards — Anne Wingfield  

Heritage Burlington Representatives — Rick Wilson and     

James Clemens  

Newsletter Editor — Heather Mace 

Century Buildings Committee — Pat Taylor 

Programs — Ken Davy  

Promotion / Display Team — Judy McNairn  

C o n v e n o r s  

Publications — Judy McNairn  

Publicity — Ken Davy  

Telephone Committee — Iris Davy  

Web Site —  TBD  

Membership—Marianne Hubbs 

Archive Volunteers:  Pat Taylor, Joan Downey,                          

Peggy Armstrong  

             

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive  

President 

1st Vice President 

2nd Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer  

Alan Harrington 

Jane Ann Newson 

Colin Morley 

Noreen McNairn 

TBD 

 

 

905 634 1477 

905 637 6400 

 

Past President 

Archivist 

Director  

Director  

Director  

Les Armstrong 

Joan Downey 

Heather Mace 

Marianne Hubbs 

Ken  Davy

 

 

 

Burlington Historical Society 

– Executive meeting  

Monday, April 7, 2014   7 to 9 PM  

Burlington Central Library - 2nd Floor – History Room 

 

Heritage Burlington 

– General meeting 

Tuesday, April 8, 2014       7 PM 

City Hall, 2nd floor, Rm 247   

 

 

Ontario Geneological Society, Halton Peel 

Branch 

– General meeting 

Sunday, April 27, 2014  2 PM 

Oakville Public Library 

120 Navy Street 

Oakville 

HERITAGE DATES AND EVENTS 

Burlington Historical Society 

– General meeting 

Monday, April 14,  2014            7 to 9 PM 

Burlington Central Library - Centennial Hall 

Topic:  The Battle of Ridgeway 

 

Museums of Burlington 

 – Sp’egg’tacular 

Sunday, April 13, 2014  11 AM to 4 PM 

Ireland House - 2168 Guelph Line 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

See our Membership Convenor at the membership table at our monthly 

general meetings 

Or 

Send an email to:  

president@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca with your name, telephone, ad-

dress and email  

Afterwards … Join as a Member  

Our public meetings are held on the main floor of the Burlington Central Library in the Centennial 

Room at 7 PM on the 2nd Monday of the month - no charge.  Our six-foot banner will point the way to 

the meeting area and a warm welcome.  

At the back of the room, pick up a copy of the Gazette newsletter, browse through a selection of Bur-

lington history books for sale, or have a coffee and a chat with fellow history enthusiasts.  

Our speakers cover many topics of historical interest.  A draw is held at the end of the evening with priz-

es such as guest passes graciously provided by the Museums of Burlington. 

Our Facility Convenor will do what he can to ensure your time with us is comfortable as well as educa-

tional.  Let him know of any concerns regarding sound, lights or temperature. 

Enjoy the meeting and let us know any thoughts how we can improve. 

Like us on FaceBook            Visit us at:  www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 

Your Invitation to Our Public Meeting 

Notice to All Gazette Subscribers 

If you are a subscriber but haven’t been receiving a copy of the Gazette by post or email, please let us 

know.  We’ll check our records to ensure your contact information is current.   

 

Contact: 

president@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca indicating your name, old contact information (mailing address 

and/or email) and the new information. 

Our Newest Member 

We extend a warm welcome 

to our newest member 

Judy Creighton  

mailto:president@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca
mailto:president@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca
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Built on extensive historical research and interviews with former employees, 

Canada Cycle & Motor: The CCM Story traces the rise and fall of this uniquely 

Canadian company. Founded in 1899 to defend Canada's bicycle industry 

against foreign competition, the CCM story crosses paths with a curious mix 

of legendary hockey players and underworld hoodlums. 

Supported by 150 photographs and vintage advertisements, this untold 

chapter in Canada's rich cultural 

history touches upon the very core 

of the Canadian identity and is sure 

to spark fond memories for those 

who grew up with CCM bikes and 

CCM skates. 

McKenty's previous work, Follow the 

Crowd, traced the history of George 

and Lawrence James whose 

hardware store was the authorized 

CCM outlet in Perth, Ontario for 

over fifty years.  

"McKenty recounts his short stories 

with a droll wit. Certainly, his 

subjects are hard to beat."" —Max 

Wickens, Toronto Star  

In this issue: 

President’s Report 2 

Early Telephone 

Service 

3 

Burlington Hockey 

Champions 

 

4 

Looking Back 5 

Freeman Station 5 

100 Years Ago 5 

Notes from the 

Archives 

6 

Mystery Photo 6 

Executive 7 

Heritage Events 7 

Membership 8 

Join Us in May  

Monday, May 12, 2014 

7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

May 2014 Volume 10, Issue 5 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

Canada Cycle & Motor:  The CCM Story 

Our Newest 

Members 

We extend a warm 

welcome to our 

newest members 

 

Linda Ahrens  
Brian Heagle  

Margaret J. Jones   
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our former president.  Dave was president dur-

ing the BHS 50th anniversary year 2010.  He did 

a lot of work behind the scenes and we often 

spoke on the phone while he upgraded our 

website and arranged the printing of our Brant 

banner.  Dave also helped with the Freeman 

Station website and Doors Open.  We will miss 

him, his talents and dedication and our thoughts 

go out to the Morris family. 

It is our goal to make our general public meet-

ings the “must-attend” event on the calendar.  

At our April meeting on the Fenian Raids of 

1866, Professor Vronsky spoke about Lt. Col. 

Booker’s troops defending Canada during the 

Battle of Ridgeway and how this conflict was 

important to our nation’s identity at the time.   

What a surprise to learn two descendants of 

Booker were in our audience to help bring life 

to the story.  Also, we learned during Roberta 

McGregor’s brief presentation that evening that 

Burlington was the site of Ontario’s first orga-

nized municipal household waste recycling pro-

gram in the 1970s. A reunion of the event is 

planned for November 2014 and you can follow 

it at CCPC http://www.recyclingrevisted.com/ 

Aside from all the history we learn at the meet-

ing, two groups of people let me know they 

were so glad they attended because they were 

able to connect with old friends from years be-

fore. 

Please join us May 12 when “spokes” man John 

McKenty will tell us about the history of Cana-

da’s bicycle manufacturer C.C.M. and bring a 

friend. 

President’s Report  

Our May 12 meeting 

marks the last general 

public meeting before the 

summer break - but still 

the Society keeps rolling 

along all year in many re-

spects such as: Treasury, 

Community Events and 

Archives. 

In the duty of treasurer, 

we are pleased to announce that Carol Eydt has 

joined the group starting in April and we wel-

come her to the team.  You will find our volun-

teers when you attend community events over 

the summer i.e.: Spencer Smith Park July 1, and 

LaSalle Park on the Civic Holiday.  And volun-

teers like Pat Taylor ensure the archives remain 

open for cataloguing, research and correspond-

ence.  

Recently, Mayor Rick Goldring sent us a request 

for BHS’ input on an opportunity to declare Sep-

tember 22 as “Major William Halton Day”.   This 

is an initiative sparked by John McDonald, author 

of: Halton’s Heritage - a 2011 book on William 

Halton.  John was the featured speaker at our 

meeting two years ago and shared with us his 

research on the subject and its importance to 

our region.  This initiative is in line with the Soci-

ety’s mandate and I replied we support the idea 

wholeheartedly.  The declaration is just awaiting 

final government approval. 

We are fortunate to work with some good peo-

ple at The Historical Society.  Sadly, I lost a 

friend in April with the passing of Dave Morris, 

Alan Harrington 
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Telephone service first came to Burlington in 1885 
Article as submitted to the Burlington Post by The Burling-

ton Historical Society  

By Claire Emery Machan– 

Abridged from “Pathway to Skyway Revisited- 
The Story of Burlington” 
 

Telephone service first came to Burlington in 

1885.  The agent for the Bell Telephone Com-

pany was T.A. “Tom” LePatourel and the 

switchboard was located in the dispensing 

room at the rear of his drug store on Brant 

Street near Pine Street. Business subscribers 

listed in 1886 were Mr. LePatourel and the 

stores of Baxter and Galloway, W. Kerns and 

Company and Freeman Brothers. The first res-

idence telephone listed in 1889 was for Dr. F. 

DeW. Bates’ home on Water Street. 

Until he built new premises for his drug store 

farther south, Mr. LePatoutel handled all the 

telephone calls and business for the company. 

Mrs. C. Smith (nee Pansy Anderson) became 

the first operator in the new store. Mr. LePa-

tourel retained the management in Burlington 

until 1914. 

Previous to 1900, telephone service was fur-

nished from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekdays and 

from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sundays. A petition 

was received from subscribers requesting 24 

hour service. At the time there were 80 sub-

scribers but it was necessary to increase the 

number to 100 before additional service could 

be provided. E. J. LePatourel, the brother of 

the Burlington agent came out from the Hamil-

ton office and soon signed up the needed 

twenty additional subscribers. 

At the time the 

rate was $15 a 

year, including 

three free calls to 

Hamilton a day. If 

the subscriber did 

not use these calls 

in one day, he 

might have five the 

next day. 

The first telephone 

charges paid by 

Burlington council were 30 or 40 cents a month. In 

1907, a bill of $2.63 for three months for the town 

hall was approved 

The township occasionally garnered some revenue 

from electric and telephone companies such as 

when trees had to be cut down to make way for 

the poles, the township got the wood to sell or 

use. 

Demands for new phones were increasing by 1921. 

Change from magneto switchboard to a battery 

switchboard was made in 1927. That same year 

Burlington’s one thousandth telephone was in-

stalled. In October of 1949 the community’s tele-

phones were converted to the dial system. At that 

time Marion LePatourel, daughter of the first tele-

phone agent, made the first dialed call. Followed by 

Mayor Norman R. Craig who dialed the first long 

distance call. 

In 1948, all telephone numbers were changed to 

four digits. Changes were made as usage increased 

at which time the use of area code with exchange 

numbers followed by four digits was needed. 

The first residential telephone 

was registered in 1889  
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Harry (Henry) J. Blair, 1881-1952 was a station agent at the Grand Trunk Railway.  He also served 

for 35 years as a member of the Board of Education. 

C. Hartley Allen, c. 1893-1918  Pte. Hartley Allen, killed in action in August 1918 at Amiens, France. 

His obituary states: “he was an ardent supporter of amateur sport, especially baseball and hockey”. 

Percy (Percival) E. Thorpe, 1886-1971 was the only team member who did not attend the banquet.  

He was married in St. Luke’s Church in 1912, receiving a library table as a gift from the hockey club.   

Lee Conrad Filman, 1884-1978 was a market gardener at 693 Maple Avenue. Lee married Etta Geor-

gina Colton, a sister of goalie Gordon Colton and had a son Gordon Filman. 

Alvin Lee Craven, 1892 - ---- Alvin was born in Norfolk County, the son of a teamster.  At the time of 

his marriage in 1922, he lived in Hamilton and later, in 1953,  he was a realtor living in Westdale. 

Howard C. Sheppard, 1892-1973  A butcher by trade, his hobby was providing sports and entertain-

ment for youngsters as well as being responsible for organizing the public school hockey league. 

Stanley Coates, 1888 - ----  A. Coates & Sons was a large building supply manufacturer on Brant 

Street, specializing in fruit boxes.   In 1912, Stanley was living on Locust Street with his parents.   

Russel Sheppard, 1893-1971  Russel was a younger brother of Howard Sheppard.  He was the third 

son of Thomas Sheppard to enlist. He later lived on Delaware St. and helped at Davidson’s Greenhouses. 

George Muirson  - (We have found nothing on George – let us know if you have information). 

Delos Harold Cole, 1894-1981  He spent his early life in the Grimsby area before coming to Burling-

ton where his father was listed as station agent.  When he enlisted in February 1916, he was a bank clerk. 

Gordon D. Colton, 1887-1918  Gordon was an ardent supporter of clean amateur sport, himself play-

ing baseball, lacrosse and hockey.  He was a Director of the Skating Rink Company.  

1911 – 1912 Burlington Hockey Champions 

Researched by Peggy Armstrong and Joan Downey 

The framed 1912 photograph of this championship 

team was donated to us by Don and Chris McMunn of 

Gananoque,. Don is a grandson of the Goalie, Gordon 

Colton.  Here is some insight into those who made up 

this winning team. 

The Burlington Gazette, March 27, 1912, described 

the banquet to honor the team.  The only non-

members invited were Mr. E. A. Harris, the Gazette 

owner and editor, and Mr. H. J. Blair (identified in the 

photo as manager) who was described as Burlington’s 

“Father of Hockey”. 
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

100 Years Ago in Burlington 

Hamilton Spectator, May 1914 

For the price of $2450 you could purchase a Mitchell 

Little Six touring car, fully equipped.  The car was manu-

factured in Racine, Wisconsin and the local distributer 

was Morris & Lewington at Sherman Auto Garage, Bar-

ton St. & Sherman Avenue. Phone 2096 

Burlington Gazette, 20 May 1914 

Town Topics 

Andrew McNeilly, 271 Palmerston Ave., 

Roy Gardiner, 54 Lippincott Street and 

Roderick Hattocks, 331 Markham St., 

three Toronto lads, were arrested by 

Constable Tufgar on Tuesday morning on 

a charge of theft.  They spend Monday 

night in the village lock-up and……. .

…..they entered Taylor Bros. store by a 

rear door and made away with a pound of 

butter.  They appeared before Magistrate 

Smith and were allowed to go on the 

promise that they would return to their 

homes in Toronto.  

Looking Back at Ridgeway 

We thank Professor Peter Vronsky for a long-overdue account of a battle that  has been buried since 

Confederation.  He shared with us how this was the first battle that was fought for Canadians by Ca-

nadians, making us who we are today. 

And we had a surprise guest: the great, great, great, grandson of Lieutenant Colonel Alfred Booker. 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N   

U P D A T E  

Friends of Freeman Station has launched a whinstone campaign. 

There were stones fixed to the outside of the building’s founda-
tion and 1,000 of these will be available for sponsorship at $100 
each.  The stones will be individually numbered and replaced on 
the building along with a plaque listing the names of all spon-
sors.  

Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 
Stone foundation 

Freeman Station ca 1910 
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Notes from the Archives 

Sourced by:  Joan Downey, Archivist 

Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

Burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

Volunteer Profile 

David Craig, a long time BHS member and friend, has joined the group of Archives Volunteers.  

Meet David – 

“I grew up in the core area of Burlington in the “Dick and Jane” era. I have lived in Burlington all of 

my life and now reside in Aldershot. I am recently retired from Panasonic Canada where I was the 

product manager for the professional imaging group, that is equipment for the film and television in-

dustry.  I have been involved with film, photography and television since graduating from Image arts at 

Ryerson University 1973. 

Self taught computer skills have brought my use of digital media into the 21st century with “back to 

the future” outlook on restoration of old photographs. I have done many preservations of photo-

graphs, negatives and slides as well as postcards and ephemera. I am looking forward to assisting with 

the BHS archives and contributing to the digital collection as well as bringing images from the past 

into the present for all to enjoy.” 

Mystery Photo 

 

Do you know where this is? 

Send your answers to the Ar-

chives email address.  The winner 

will be announced at the May 

General Meeting and will receive 

a family pass to the Museums of 

Burlington. 
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Greeting Cards — Anne Wingfield  

Heritage Burlington Representatives — Rick Wilson and     

James Clemens  

Newsletter Editor — Heather Mace 

Century Buildings Committee — Pat Taylor 

Programs — Ken Davy  

Promotion / Display Team — Judy McNairn  

C o n v e n o r s  

Publications — Judy McNairn  

Publicity —  Ken Davy  

Telephone Committee — Iris Davy  

Web Site  — TBD  

Membership — Marianne Hubbs 

Archive Volunteers — Pat Taylor, Joan Downey,                          

Peggy Armstrong, David Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive  

President 

1st Vice President 

2nd Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer  

Alan Harrington 

Jane Ann Newson 

Colin Morley 

Noreen McNairn 

Carol Eydt  

Past President 

Archivist 

Director  

Director  

Director  

Les Armstrong 

Joan Downey 

Heather Mace 

Marianne Hubbs 

Ken  Davy

Burlington Historical Society 

– Executive meeting  

Monday, May 5, 2014   7 to 9 PM  

Burlington Central Library - 2nd Floor – History Room 

 

Heritage Burlington 

– General meeting 

Tuesday, May 13, 2014       7 PM 

City Hall, 3rd floor, Rm 307   

 

 

 

HERITAGE DATES AND EVENTS 

Burlington Historical Society 

– General meeting 

Monday, May 12,  2014            7 to 9 PM 

Burlington Central Library - Centennial Hall 

Topic:  The CCM Story 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

Phone:  Noreen McNairn (Secretary) — 905-637-6400 

Email:  General — president@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca  

Email:  Archives — Burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Like us on FaceBook            Visit us at:  www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 

 

Name       Telephone   _________  

 

Address         ______________ 

 

City        Postal Code   ____ 

 

Email Address          _________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

New Member                      Renewal 

    

Family: $40.00              Single: $30.00            Senior: $25.00  

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor at the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

Or mail to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

Membership Application 
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July 2014 Volume 10, Issue 6 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

Special Summer Edition 

Summer and beaches go hand-in-hand and Burlington is fortunate to have one of 

its own. 

The Burlington Beach strip has been a popular area since the 1880s.  The Cana-

dian National Railway owned the land between the track and the shore, leasing it 

to people who wanted to build cottages on this prime piece of property.   

In many cases, the cottages became perma-

nent residences, limiting public access.  

A storm in the 1970s left many cottages 

damaged,.  This gave the City an opportuni-

ty to purchase the land from the CNR and 

cottages as they came up for sale, trans-

forming the beach into the space it is today 

for all to enjoy—especially in the summer. 

Burlington Beach cottages, ca 1898 

Photo taken from old brick power house, looking south 

Burlington Beach, ca 1915 

Join Us  

in September 

 
A Century Ago:  The 

First World War 

Comes to Burlington 

 

 Presented by 

 Jonathan Vance 

 

Monday, Sept. 8, 2014 

7:00 PM 

Burlington Central 

Library 

Centennial Room 

Sourced by:  Heather Mace 
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audience. This event will continue to grow as 

“we all win” with dedicated volunteers. 

Heritage is really coming to the forefront in the 

City so when our Mayor Rick Goldring invited 

me to join his panel discussion on Cogeco’s 

Community Connections, I was happy to repre-

sent the BHS.  It aired June 10th and hopefully 

some viewers will be motivated to become new 

BHS members. 

Our friend Dave Morris passed away suddenly 

on April 3, 2014 and at the time, the Historical 

Society did not have a chance to express our 

respects in our newsletter.  This summer Ga-

zette edition has given us the opportunity to 

gather the tributes we received for Dave that 

we will share.  Dave was the past president of 

the Historical Society from 2009 to 2010 – our 

50th year – and was our long-term website 

host.  Aside from the Historical Society, he was 

very much involved in the community heritage 

events and organizations.  

A reminder that we will see everyone back for 

our first meeting on Monday, September 8.  

Have a happy and safe summer. 

 

Alan 

PS – As you probably know, the BHS is a solid 

supporter of the Freeman Station.  Now, if you 

visit the site on Fairview Street, you can see ac-

tual evidence in the form of a permanent con-

crete foundation that was just poured for the 

railway station in June.  

President’s Report  

It is a pleasure to present 

our first summer edition 

of the Gazette newsletter. 

While the Historical Soci-

ety monthly meetings shut 

down between June and 

August, there is still a lot 

going on in the City.   I 

encourage members to 

explore all the sights and 

sounds that Burlington has to offer during the 

summer.  The BHS participates in the Canada 

Day Strawberry Social at the Brant Museum and 

then at LaSalle Park to celebrate Joseph Brant 

Day on the Civic Holiday.   The City has mapped 

an historic walk that begins near the Visitor In-

formation Centre on Locust Street and you can 

see it, and more, in the 2014 Burlington Visitor’s 

Guide, available online at:  http://

www.tourismburlington.com/home/visitor-guide/ 

On May 22, 2014, the Burlington’s Best Awards 

Event was held at the Convention Centre to rec-

ognize our local volunteers for 2013.  It was my 

honour to nominate Les Armstrong (our past 

president) for Burlington’s 2013 Heritage Citizen 

of the Year.  Sentiments were presented on this 

video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=KnZqdz1-pV4  

Les passed away in January of this year, never 

seeking attention for his work; however, a life-

time dedicated to local heritage must not go un-

recognized.  His wife, Peggy Armstrong, accepted 

the award and shared a few kind words with the 

Alan Harrington 



3 

 

 

Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

Summers Gone By 

Looking Back at CCM 

We thank John McKenty for his presentation on a Canadian icon — Canada Cycle & Motor:  The 

CCM Story.  Everyone recognizes the name and many rode CCM bikes when they were younger so 

it was a mixture of nostalgia and insight for the audience.  A nice ending for our speaker series prior 

to the summer break.    

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N   

U P D A T E  

Latest news:  Friends of Freeman Sta-
tion basement has been poured. 

The Burlington Historical Society 
presented a $5,000 donation cheque to 
Brian Aasgaard, President.  This con-
tribution entitles the Society to the 
naming rights of “the Portico”, which 
was fully open as a waiting area 
when the train station was construct-
ed in 1906. The portico was enclosed 
after 1939. 

Burlington Beach, c.a. 1950 Picnic Grove, LaSalle Park, date unknown 

Sourced by:  David Craig 
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Notes from the Archives 

By Joan Downey 

It’s summer in Burlington and one of our main 

attractions at this time of year is Spencer Smith 

Park.  Whether joining in the fun at the Sound of 

Music Festival, the Ribfest or just taking a stroll, it’s 

a beautiful way for us to remember the man whose 

name it bears.  

Spencer Smith (b. 1870) came to Canada with a 

group of 33 boys, between the ages of 14 and 16, 

from the Shaftsbury Boys Home in London.   They 

arrived in Quebec City on May 14, 1885, bound 

for Hamilton. 

In the 1891 census return, Spencer would have 

been 21 and he is listed as a farm labourer at John 

and Sarah Bothwell’s farm.  On a neighbouring 

farm lived the Peart family.   

Florence Peart’s A Burlington Memory was read at 

the May 1986 pot luck supper meeting of the 

Burlington Historical Society. 

Spencer Smith Park, ca 1957 

Hand-coloured photo looking west toward Brant Inn on left 

A Burlingnton Memory 

By Florence Peart 
Sourced by Joan Downey, Archivist 

 

Some years ago, a young fellow, came from 

England to this area, so I’ve been told.  To sup-

port himself he worked on the market gardens 

along Plains Road. 

Later on, he started his own business operat-

ing a first-class grocery store on Brant Street.  

He carried this on until he retired. 

He was a member of the Burlington Horticul-

tural Society.  After retirement, he selflessly 

devoted his days to starting a small park on 

the Lakeshore at the foot of Brant Street.  

Some of you will know that this gentleman was 

Mr. Spencer Smith. 

The scent of tomato ketchup from the nearby 

Canning Factory no doubt, reminded him of  
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Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 
Burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

A Burlington Memory Cont….. 

lunchtime - or was it the ringing of the town bell at noon?  This same town bell now has a permanent 

home in front of Central Public Library on New Street. 

Mrs. Dorothy Angus, head librarian at the time, gave 

permission for the tops of the willow trees in her 

garden to be cut off and planted in the park.  Take a 

look at the willows some time! 

Spencer Smith worked on a volunteer basis with the 

assistance of the Burlington Historical Society.  Their 

efforts were often flooded by high waves washing 

over the old breakwater.  However, they kept at it 

and finally had a small park for the enjoyment of Bur-

lington citizens. 

In 1950, the Department of Recreation was formed 

and the work was carried on.  Landfill created a larg-

er area filling in the space between the breakwater 

and the shore.  The park was extended to the foot of 

Locust Street. 

The town’s major centennial project was the development of 

Spencer Smith Park.  Now the park extends from the foot of 

Brant Street to the former Brant Inn site, protected by a new 

higher seawall. 

An attempt was made to change the name of the park during 

Centennial year, but due to the strong opposition of the Bur-

lington Horticultural Society and those who remembered Spen-

cer Smith, the name remains the same – Spencer Smith Park. 

Take a walk along the upper path of the park and look at the 

cairn which states: 

Spencer Smith Park,, 1957 

Canadian Canners in the background 

“Erected by the Burlington Horticultural Society in honour of and 

in memory of Spencer Smith for his outstanding contribution and 

leadership in the beautification of Burlington.  25 years on the ex-

ecutive during membership from 1919 to 1955”.   
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Dave Morris Remembered 

“Dave was a Past President and dedicated 

member of the Burlington Historical Society 

(BHS), working tirelessly to promote Burling-

ton`s history - especially devoting his energies 

and time to the BHS website.  Dave also took 

a keen interest in the BHS Archives located at 

the Central Library … .  BHS received so many 

tributes to Dave that we decided to print them 

all with the author`s permission.  It surprised 

us to see how far his reach was and the num-

ber of people touched and helped by his gener-

ous nature and knowledge.  Dave`s name is 

inscribed on our BHS plaque as the President 

for 2009-2010.” - Alan Harrington, Presi-

dent, Burlington Historical Society  

__________________________________ 

“I had the pleasure to work with Dave Morris 

for the past several years on the Doors Open 

Burlington organizing committee.  Dave was a 

great people person, a real networker.  He 

always had a big smile for everyone on the 

committee yet was never afraid to share and 

stand up for his opinions.  He was a fabulous 

fundraiser for DOB and, boy, did we need to 

raise funds! …  I miss Dave very much and the 

heritage community of Burlington has lost an 

important voice.” - Chris Mallion-Moore, 

Local History Librarian, Burlington Public 

Library 

“I miss my good friend Dave Morris.  Dave and I 

served together on many committees over the 

years and one thing that always stood out, Dave 

loved his community.  He truly believed in the im-

portance of telling our stories, evident by his 

strong associations with the Burlington Historical 

Society, Heritage Burlington, Heritage Umbrella 

Group, Freeman Station and Museums of Burling-

ton.  He often played a lead role in bringing about 

city events such as February’s Heritage Month and 

Doors Open Burlington. …  I enjoyed every mi-

nute, he was fun to work with and a wonderful, 

caring person. …” - Barbara Teatero, Director 

of Museums, Museums of Burlington 

_________________________________________ 

“Dave Morris became a member of Heritage Bur-

lington in 2002 and was Chair 2006 thru 2010.  

During this four year period, he undertook a varie-

ty of duties in the interest of preserving our herit-

age in Burlington.  Dave was a gentleman and very 

dedicated to Heritage Burlington.  Dave was a car-

ing individual who had a deep appreciation for Bur-

lington's heritage and was committed to making it 

better.” - Robert Lyng and Scott Arbuckle (past 

Heritage Burlington committee members) 

Dave Morris passed away peacefully at Joseph 

Brant Hospital, Burlington, on Thursday,   

April 3, 2014. 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  
Alan Harrington 

Jane Ann Newson 

Colin Morley 

 

Noreen McNairn 

 

Carol Eydt 

President 

1st Vice President 

2nd Vice President / Publicity /

Facilities Co-ordinator 

 

Secretary 

 

Treasurer 

Joan Downey 

Heather Mace 

Marianne Hubbs 

Ken Davy  

Past President

  

Archivist 

Director / Newsletter 

Director / Membership 

Director / Publicity / Programs 

Les Armstrong 

Heritage Burlington 

– General meeting 

   Tuesday, July 8 and August 12     7 PM 

    Location:  TBD 

 

Ireland House 

- Camp 

   July 7—July 11   9:30 AM — 3:30 PM 

   Location:  Ireland House 

 

HERITAGE DATES AND EVENTS 

Joseph Brant Museum 

- Canada Day Strawberry Social 

   Tuesday, July 1   11 AM — 4 PM 

   Location:  Joseph Brant Museum 

- Joseph Brant Day 

  Monday, August 4 

  Location:  LaSalle Park  10 AM — 5 PM 

- Japanese Cultural Days 

  Sunday, August 24  1 — 4 PM 

  Location:  Joseph Brant Museum 

Contact Information 

Phone:  Noreen McNairn (Secretary) — 905-637-6400 

Email:  General — president@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca  

Email:  Archives — Burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

Anne Wingfield 

Rick Wilson 

James Clemens 

Pat Taylor 

Judi McNairn 

Greeting Cards 

Heritage Burlington Representative 

Heritage Burlington Representative 

Century Buildings Committee 

Promotion / Displays / Publications 

Iris Davy 

TBD 

Peggy Armstrong 

David Craig 

Telephone Committee 

Webmaster 

Archives 

Archives 

 

mailto:president@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Visit us at:  www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 

 

Name       Telephone   _________  

Address         ______________ 

City        Postal Code   ____ 

Email Address          _________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

New Member                      Renewal 
 

Family: $40.00              Single: $30.00            Senior: $25.00  

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor at the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

Or mail to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

Membership Application 

Important News:   

Canada’s new Anti-Spam Legislation comes into force on July 1, 2014.   

We respect your privacy and will ensure the necessary steps are taken to be in compliance. 
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gazette  

A Century Ago:  The First World War Comes to Burlington 

Jonathan Vance, a local expert 

from Waterdown on Canadian 

social and military history, will be 

our guest speaker in September.  

In recognition of 100th anniver-

sary of WW1, he will help recre-

ate the world as it sat on the 

brink of war during the summer 

of 1914.  His focus will be on 

Burlington and Halton County, 

sharing insight into what was 

happening, how news reached 

the area, and how local people 

responded to it.  

 

Enjoy this edition of the Gazette 

which provides many related ar-

ticles from our archives.  

 

Join Us  

 
 

Monday, September 8, 2014 

7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

Join Us  

On October 6th 
 

“Letters to a Soldier” 

Presented by:  Mary McCully  

and 

“The Story My Father Never Told” 

Presented by:  Ken Davy 

 

First World War soldier 

leaving by train for military duty 

Editor:  Heather Mace 
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leather cover with 24K gold titles.  As per prop-

er protocol, the book was delivered to Rideau 

Hall in Ottawa and then onto Kensington Palace 

where we understand it was received in time.  I 

trust the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge en-

joyed the present and that their “prince will be 

all over it”.   It is our intention to repeat this gift 

every July 22 for many years to come. 

As this newsletter is going to press, the pride of 

Hamilton, WWII Avro Lancaster is en route to 

England to link with the only other Lanc in ser-

vice for a Battle of Britain memorial.  This is 

among many of the events happening in 2014 to 

recognize: the 100th anniversary of the start of 

the Great War, the 200th year after the end of 

hostilities from 1814, and the 70th year since 

WWII Normandy.    

On August 4 Burlington experienced a huge 

rainfall and flood where 2,000 homeowners lost 

items in  backed up basements.  This is a difficult 

time for some of our neighbours who already 

experienced previous flooding and even the ice 

storm earlier this year.  If you have old letters, 

photographs and/or diaries that tell the story of 

Burlington families, and you wish to donate 

them to our archives, know that they will be 

welcomed and safely stored at the Central Li-

brary Archives room on the second floor.    

Alan 

President’s Report  

September is rapidly ap-

proaching, and this year the 

man for whom Halton Re-

gion was named gets recog-

nized in Burlington on Sep-

tember 22: William Halton 

Day.  This will provide an 

excellent lead-in to the fol-

lowing week’s Doors Open 

Burlington where I will be a 

tour guide for the walk of the downtown on the 

27th.  

Burlington is a city of communities and some 

might think the BHS only exists in the downtown 

core but this is not the case. Our mandate is to 

reach out to all parts of our city.  In August we 

were in Aldershot at LaSalle Park for Brant Day.  

Aldershot has been working very hard on im-

proving the landscape of the community and cel-

ebrating the local history. The BHS encourages 

this initiative and we look forward to gathering 

with all the Aldershot enthusiasts.  Together we 

can share many synergies and opportunities.  

Since the time of Joseph Brant’s meeting with 

King George III, Burlington has held a long tradi-

tion of Royal connections. Even our Botanical 

Gardens are Royal and so in honour of HRH 

Prince George’s 1st Birthday, over 3,000 Burling-

ton residents wrote their names and best wishes 

on fine paper which was collated and bound in a 

Alan Harrington 
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During the first World War, 300 men volunteered from Burlington, and many of them drilled in a shed at Lo-

cust St. and Water St. (now Lakeshore Road). Recruiting took place at the Village Inn on the opposite corner. 

It is recorded that the number of people living in Burlington at this time was 2,600. 

The Burlington Gazette recorded that on “Monday August 17th, 1914, the town witnessed one of the most 

stirring scenes in the history of the place, when twenty eight young men who enrolled with the 20th Lorne 

Rifles Battalion left for Georgetown to join other volunteers from Halton County who were being mobilized at 

Georgetown.  Headed by the Burlington Band and two pipers, the men, led by  Capt. Peppiatt and Adjutant, 

George A. Cline marched to the Grand Trunk station, followed by a procession of automobiles, rigs, and citi-

zens on foot. The route was gaily decorated with bunting and British and French flags. The streets were 

crowded with people who cheered the boys as they passed along. It is estimated that over 500 people were at 

the station to see the boys off and as many fond farewells took place, many tears were noticeable in the eyes 

of the spectators”. 

Another story to come out of the early war years concerned some troops quartered at Niagara who began a 

march to the Canadian National Exhibition grounds. It took the regiment two weeks to complete the march .A 

battalion a day came through Burlington. The first battalion to reach town broke ranks on Ontario Street be-

tween Burlington Ave. and Locust Street. Camp cooks set up their equipment and the men sat along the curbs 

to eat lunch. 

They were supposed to fall in again at 2 p.m. but the hotels on Brant Street looked too inviting to the thirsty 

men. The commanding officer had such difficulty getting them back into line that the next day .and every day 

thereafter the battalions were marched through Burlington without a halt being made. 

The troops however, were welcomed at the Pettit farm halfway between Freeman and Guelph Line. The ladies 

of Burlington sent out pies and coffee. During the two weeks, 1,200 pies were carried to the lunch stop by 

boys from the local high school. 

During the war Burlington women helped with Red Cross work. The Women’s Institute assisted the Queen’s 

Canadian Hospital Committee. This was a group of 

Burlington girls who met in the library to knit for the 

soldiers and roll bandages. 

In 1915, a Home Guard unit was formed and the men 

improved their marksmanship on an indoor range. 

Burlington and Nelson councils approved expenses in 

aid of wives and families of enlisted men who were 

faced with rising living costs. 

 

 

 

Burlington 100 years ago in World War 1 

Excerpted  from the Society’s  books and files 

The first Canadian contingent, Burlington  
Volunteers, 17 August 1914  
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

Anti-Spam Compliance 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N   
U P D A T E  

The Station is currently undergoing a facelift 

from the ground up.  The floor consists of many 

layers, but it was the hardwood (maple) boards 

which were taken out with care and stored in the 

baggage room, ready to be sanded and stained for 

reuse in the future.   

Pictured here are the boards and one of the yellow 

beams inserted under the building to support it 

while it waited to move to its current location. 

August 4, 2014 will be remembered for the his-

toric rain causing flooding in many parts of Bur-

lington,.  For many, though, it was also a wonder-

ful Joseph Brant Day in Lasalle Park.  Pictured , 

here:  David Vollick—Town Crier  

In response to the Government of Canada’s leg-

islation regarding anti-spam and charities, The 

Burlington Historical Society will be contacting 

those individuals who are on our email mailing 

lists to ensure we receive your express consent 

to send to you the newsletters and any other e-

communication.   

You may subscribe or unsubscribe at any time. 

Happy 90th Birthday 

John Borthwick 

Past President:  1989/90  and 1991/92  

Joseph Brant Day 

Doors Open Burlington 

Saturday, September 27th 

Heritage highlights: include:  Burlington Cenotaph, 

Gingerbread House gardens, Joseph Brant Museum, 

Knox Presbyterian Church—to name a few.   More 

sites:  http://www.doburlington.com/featured-sites/ 
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Notes from the Archives  

In the archives there is an amazing little booklet 

which was donated by David Davidson in 2002.  

It is the first edition of Carry-On, issued by the 

Brant Military Hospital in January of 1919. 

 

The Brant Military Hospital was established in 

1917 in, what was until then, the Hotel Brant, 

owned by A. B. Coleman.  The Hospital was 

located very near the location of the present 

Joseph Brant Memorial Hospital. 

 

The complete booklet has been scanned and is 

fully searchable.  Link:   http://

images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/2822361/data?n=5 

Have a look.  It is a great picture of life in 

Burlington in 1919. 

 

There is also an excellent webpage devoted to 

the Brant Military Hospital which was created by a US researcher, Gene Beals  http://

freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sunnyann/Brant/  

 

If you have any World War I information which you would like preserved for future generations, 

please email burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com.  Or, speak to a member of the executive at the 

upcoming meeting.  We would be pleased to hear from you and will treat your memories with the 

respect they deserve. 

 

P.S. Does anyone know if there were other issues of Carry-On? 

 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

Burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

Sourced by:  Joan Downy and David Craig 

http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/2822361/data?n=5
http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/2822361/data?n=5
http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sunnyann/Brant/
http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sunnyann/Brant/
mailto:burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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WW1— NEWS FROM THE HOMEFRONT— I914 

Burlington Helps Those Left Behind 

Burlington and the surrounding area recog-

nized that many families had been left in diffi-

cult situations when the husbands had been 

called up, often quickly, to serve the Empire.  

In response, the Burlington Union Relief Com-

mittee was formed. 

Abridged from the Burlington Gazette of Oc-

tober 21, 1914: 

On Monday evening, a meeting was held in the 

Council Chamber when an organization was 

formed called “The Burlington Relief Commit-

tee” to render aid to those in need, and to 

prevent overlapping in the work. 

A unanimous resolution was carried that the 

committee be composed of the pastors of the 

churches, the fraternal and temperance organi-

zations, together with the village Clerk and 

Reeve. 

The following were appointed:  Mrs. J.S. Allen, 

Women’s Institute; Mrs. R. Proctor, W.C.T.U.; 

Mrs. Beck, Baptist church; Geo. Morse, Sons of 

England; T. McKerr, Sons of Temperance; W. Barr, 

St. Luke’s church; Mrs. W.C. Kerns, Knox church; 

Stanley Coates, Oddfellows; T.H.L. Bamford, Or-

angemen. 

Mr. J.S. Allen was appointed permanent chairman 

of the committee, and Rev. F.W. Hovey, Secretary 

Treasurer. 

It was decided the general committee meet once a 

week to consider cases of those who need relief. 

On a motion of Reeve M.C. Smith, seconded by 

Rev. H.B. Christie, in extreme cases of necessity, 

the Chairman and Sec-Treas., and any other mem-

ber of the Committee, were empowered to give 

relief. 

The community supported in many ways, including 

two concerts.  High school students raised $57.00 

in one evening and another Nelson school present-

ed choruses, recitations, solos, dialogues and in-

strumentals, raising $6.32. 

       Sourced by: Peggy Armstrong 

War News Not the Only News 

~ $9.15 will be paid for good hogs this week 

~ Now is the time to get ready to make an exhibit at the Burlington fair on Oct. 8th 

~ Mr. Ben. J. Porter won first money with his horse, “Birdie Welsh” in the B class trotting races at Guelph 

on Monday 

~ The special feature at the Crystal Theatre tonight is “The Death Sign at High Noon” in three parts, a 

wonderful and exciting drama of the West 

~ While working at Oakville on Tuesday, Arthur Allen of this Village fell off a box and badly sprained his 

ankle.  He is obliged to use crutches to get around 

Sourced from:  The Burlington Gazette, Aug. 5, 1914 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  
Alan Harrington 
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Noreen McNairn 

Carol Eydt 

President 

1st Vice President 

2nd Vice President / Publicity /

Facilities Co-ordinator 
 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Joan Downey 

Heather Mace 

Marianne Hubbs 

Ken Davy  

Past President

  

Archivist 

Director / Newsletter 

Director / Membership 

Director / Publicity / Programs 

Les Armstrong 

Burlington Historical Society 

- Executive meeting 

   Tuesday, September 2 7 PM—9 PM 

    Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

- General meeting 

   Monday, September 8      7 PM—9 PM 

    Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

Heritage Burlington 

   Tuesday, September 9  7 PM—9 PM 

   City Hall, Room 247 

 

HERITAGE DATES AND EVENTS 

Museums of Burlington 

- Historic Cooking Program “Apples,  

Apples, Apples” 

    Sunday, September 14 1PM—4 PM 

    Location:  Ireland House 

 

 - Applefest Fall Fair 

   Sunday, September 28 9 AM—4 PM 

    Location:  Ireland House 

 

Doors Open Burlington 

   Saturday, September 27 10 AM—4 PM 

   Locations: http://www.doburlington.com/featured

-sites/ 

Contact Information 

Phone:  Noreen McNairn (Secretary) — 905-637-6400 

Email:  General — president@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca  

Email:  Archives — Burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

Anne Wingfield 

Rick Wilson 

James Clemens 

Pat Taylor 

 

Greeting Cards 

Heritage Burlington Representative 

Heritage Burlington Representative 

Century Buildings Committee 

 

Judi McNairn 

Iris Davy 

David Craig 

Peggy Armstrong 

 

Promotion / Displays / Publications 

Telephone Committee 

Webmaster / Archives 

Archives 

 

 

mailto:president@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Visit us at:  www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 

 

Name       Telephone   _________  

Address         ______________ 

City        Postal Code   ____ 

Email Address          _________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

           

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

 Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor at the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

Or mail to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

Membership Application 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 
 New Member 

 Renewal 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 

 Senior:  $25.00 
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October 2014 Volume 10, Issue 8 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

The War Years — Personal Insights 

 

Join Us  

 

Monday, October 6, 2014 

7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

Join Us  

 

Monday, November 10, 2014 

(last meeting for 2014) 

 

 

Keynote speaker:  Tom Bochsler  

 

“Remember to Remember” 

 

 

 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

For our October presentation, we recognize both world wars and their impact 

on Burlington.  The two speakers capture some rare and intimate insight into the 

lives of those sent to battle abroad and those who remained behind.   

 

“Letters to a Soldier”  

presented by: Mary McCully 

Isabel Kemp lived at Walker’s Line and Lakeshore during World War II, writing 

to her husband, Art, three times a week for the period of his time overseas.  

This is particularly revealing of the lives of the women left at home. 

 

Pte. Dennis Davy, East Lanca-

shire Regiment. Wounded on 

the Battle of the Somme, July 

1,1916,  

“The Story My Father Never Told”  

presented by:  Ken Davy 

A poignant story of Ken’s father’s WW I experiences 

that only became known long after he had passed 

away.  It’s about young men going off to war, their 

heroism and sacrifice.  It is not the story of just one 

man’s experience, it is also the story of 

his  generation. 
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visitors.  It is still a work in process and I thank 

our long time member David Craig for stepping 

up and taking on this initiative.  The site has 

links to current events and the Burlington Li-

brary archives, as was presented at the last 

meeting. 

During the summer, The Heritage Burlington 

group at City Hall requested drawings of area 

landmarks from local artists.  They put together 

a fine 12 page colouring book that will be hand-

ed out to kids at the Doors Open Burlington 

event.  I submitted a sketch of the Freeman Sta-

tion which made the final cut - so that was a 

pleasant surprise.   I hope the young budding 

artists can stay within the lines. 

In my opinion, Thanksgiving is probably the best 

holiday we have.  It signals the end of summer, 

doesn’t require gift giving and everyone with 

something to be thankful for can participate.  

The dinner is usually pretty good too.   Mention 

needs to be made though, for people who suf-

fered from the flood of August 4 2014. The in-

surance estimate was $90 million for homeown-

ers who had coverage, and more for those who 

did not (or could not) get insurance.  If you wish 

to help, there are several local fundraisers that 

will get your donation to those in need. 

Alan 

 

PS - The Warplane Heritage Museum in Hamilton has a 

WWII Lancaster Bomber in its air fleet.  In August it 

flew to the UK to join the only other one of these 

planes still in flying condition.  The reception was over-

whelming as thousands of people came out to see these 

planes fly together across the UK.  Living proof in the 

value of maintaining our heritage.    

President’s Report  

October 27 is the 

date citizens can exercise 

their right to elect who 

they want to repre-

sent them in their commu-

nity. 

We all want a government 

that will make our home 

town a better place.  I be-

lieve the current members 

on council do work hard 

and consider our best interests – even when 

they are called upon to make difficult decisions.  

Demands for investment in heritage and culture 

always need to be offset by the reality of scarce 

dollars.   

I always vote and usually try to make an in-

formed choice.  If preserving Burlington’s history 

is important to you – for now and for later gen-

erations – then you may wish to ask the candi-

dates their position and track record on recog-

nizing the community’s heritage.  What have they 

done and what are their plans?   

The list of Burlington candidates and contact in-

formation is at this site:   http://cms.burlington.ca/

Page13801.aspx#.VBot1blzZHg 

The site also provides all the information regard-

ing on voting locations and methods. 

Note The Burlington Historical Society does not 

receive any direct funding from Burlington City 

Hall. 

At the September BHS meeting, it was an-

nounced that we have updated our BHS website. 

The new site is easier to maintain, more cost 

effective and a better experience for our web 

Alan Harrington 
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On September 10, 1939, Canada was again at war with Germany and 600 men from Burlington joined the 

armed forces. 

Thayendanegea Chapter, I.O.D.E. called a meeting of representatives of  all women’s organizations in town to 

plan their war work and Mrs. W. Weaver was appointed chairman of the women’s work for the Red Cross. 

Victory Loan rallies held during the war saw Burlington meet its quotas substantially. 

One of the most active organizations in town was the Burlington and Nelson District  War  Services Commit-

tee inaugurated in September, 1942 with executive  A. A. Allen, H. A. Cozens, and Mrs. T. J. Hedley.  By May, 

1946, 2,115 parcels had been mailed, as well as more than 300,000 cigarettes.  This was a community project 

and all social and church groups participated.  At one time, there  was more than 400 service men from Bur-

lington and district overseas.     

A parachute factory was built and  people, mostly women, found work there.  An aircraft accessories plant was 

opened and ammunition  boxes were turned out at Nicholson’s. 

An Air Cadet squadron was established to train boys who could take their places later as air crew in the 

R.C.A.F. 

During the war, many “old country” boys visited in local homes from the R.A.F. camp at Mount Hope. Several 

of them married Burlington girls who returned with them to Britain after the war. 

Germany surrendered  May 7, 1945 and the people of Burlington went wild.  Bells rang, whistles blew and the 

town’s churches were packed with grateful  and prayerful people.  When the war ended with Japan’s surrender 

on September 2, it seemed like an anticlimax. 

After the street parades and thankful prayers, Burlington waited for its servicemen to return and mourned the 

ones who would never come back. 

Walter Cone was in charge of the welcoming committee 

who met the trains carrying ex-servicemen, no matter  

what hour they arrived. 

After V. J.  Day, the town  gave  a  Welcome Home 

Dance for all district servicemen and women and their 

wives and sweethearts. A special welcome was extended 

to about 30 British war brides who were presented with 

boxes of Canadian apples. 

Postponed  peacetime projects were launched with en-

thusiasm  and Burlington began to grow and prosper as 

never before in its long history. 

75 Years Ago Burlington Goes to War Again 

Workers stitch and test flare parachutes in the 2nd floor sewing 

room of the T.W. Hand Fireworks Co. plant (inset) on Caroline 

Street at Clarke Avenue., 1942 

By Claire Emery Machan= Abridged from “Pathway to Skyway-Revisited” 
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N   
U P D A T E  

RFQ's (Requests for quotes) have gone out to roofing installers to re-shingle the roof with 40-year 
shingles  The style will match the age of the building. 

Some work done to make the view from the street more pleasing to the eye including the removal 
of the old, worn chipboard window coverings. 

Over 300 volunteer labour hours have been recorded this summer on carpentry, flooring and clean-
ing. 

The flooring and sub-
flooring need to be bolted to-
gether so the yellow beams 
used to transport the building 
can finally can be removed. 

NEWS FROM THE HOMEFRONT— I914 

Aid for Belgium Sufferers 

Burlington and district again showed its patriotism and generosity 

last Saturday afternoon, when a car load of food and clothing was 

shipped from the G.T.R. to relieve the sufferings of the Belgians, 

who have been driven from their homes in the present war.  The 

meeting announced in the Gazette last Wednesday was held in the 

evening and arrangements were made to commence work Thurs-

day morning.  The car was placed on the track at Freeman, and 

during the whole afternoon those in charge of the loading were 

kept busy by a constant supply of barrels, bags and bales, which 

were to bring comfort to the people in extreme need.  At 5 

o’clock the big 36 foot car was filled to the door and the loaders 

were forced to work from wagons placed outside.  The consign-

ment included apples, potatoes, onions, beets, carrots, tomatoes, 

flour, cabbage, turnips, and clothing. 

Burlington Gazette, October 21, 1914 

Looking Back 

Thank you to Jonathan Vance for his presentation on Burlington leading up to WWI and its impact on Bur-

lington.  Also, thanks to Chris Mallion Moore of the Burlington Public Library for introducing us to the Al-

dershot Tweedsmuir Histories now available online:  http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/2505768/data  
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Notes from the Archives  

After a quiet summer, we have recently had a couple of interesting email requests. 

One of those requests came from Arizona from a woman working on her family history.  She had 

discovered that there was a book by Helen Langford, a member of BHS for many years, called “The 

History of Mount Vernon Cemetery: A Pioneer Methodist Cemetery”.  She was wondering if we 

knew where she could purchase a copy.  That book has been out of print for decades.  It’s 

impossible to buy one.  But – luckily, the Archives was in possession of 3 complete copies.   

 

This woman has a close family tie to that cemetery and the area. Her surname is Van Norman.  Isaac 

and Abner Van Norman were her great grandfathers and her great grandmother, Catherine Bell Van 

Norman is buried in Mount Vernon.  As a thank you to us for providing her with the book, when she 

completes her research she is going to share a copy with BHS Archives.   

 

We were also contacted recently by someone from Chicago Review Press, the new owners of 

Academy Chicago Publishers.  They published a number of titles by A.E. Eddenden and were trying 

to contact him.   

 

Being a curious (nosy) person, I “googled” A. E. Eddenden and found that Arthur Eddenden has lived 

in Burlington since the mid-fifties and among other things, he is the author of mystery books.  Maybe 

many of you already knew that but it was a surprise to me.    Another Google search, this time of 

www.Canada.411.ca revealed some contact information which I was able to pass on to the 

publishers.  I hope they find their man.  On my next visit to the library, I’ll be looking for A.E. 

Eddenden books.   

 

On a beautiful day in early September, your Archives volunteers, Peggy Armstrong, Pat Taylor and I 

went on a field trip to the Jerseyville Cemetery in Ancaster.  We were searching for the gravestone 

of Christopher Teeple, a Nelson resident and veteran of the War of 1812.   

 

It was not easy to find, being tipped forward and sunken into the ground but, after passing it a 

number of times, we finally did locate it; Pat was able to get a good picture to complete the War of 

1812 Veterans project.  We’ll have more updates on that project next month.   

 

We then found a shady spot under a tree and had lunch in the cemetery.  The sky was clear blue 

with fluffy white clouds and the birds were singing – nothing to disturb them.   

 

On another subject – World War I – Peggy Armstrong has been spending many hours in front of the 

microfilm readers at Central Library researching the Burlington Gazette for articles of interest from 

100 years ago.  She began with Burlington’s reaction to Canada’s declaration of war on August 4, 

1914 and continues to search for information on those who went to war and interesting happenings 

on the home front.  You have been reading some of those articles in this newsletter.  At a later date, 

we will publish her research for all to browse.   

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 

2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Joan Downey, Archivist 
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War News Not the Only News in the 1914 Gazette 

      Burlington’s  Future 

Burlington has nearly doubled its population in five 

years, and will double again in the next five, on ac-

count of the improvements and developments, 

such as concrete road, along the lake front from 

Toronto to Hamilton (through Burlington), a new 

breakwater extending from the foot of Brant 

street to Hotel Brant, with a public park about one 

half mile long along the water’s edge, making a 

beautiful harbor in front of it for small craft.  The 

building of a new road around the north shore of 

the Bay to Hamilton, (most of the property has 

been purchased by wealthy and enterprising  busi-

nessmen, which assures the success of the same),  

the incorporation of the village into a town, to-

gether with many other improvements, under way 

and contemplated, are bound to make Burlington, 

the Suburb, beautiful.      
                             

Burlington Gazette May 20, 1914  

Bay Shore Route Favored for Toronto-Hamilton Road 

On Wednesday afternoon last, members of the Hamilton Board of Trade, Board of Control, and Parks 

Commission went over the lake and bay shore route for the proposed Toronto-Hamilton paved road-

way.  Ten automobiles were required to convey the party, which stopped at various points. 

 

Stops were made at the junction cut, the southern point of the terminous to the proposed bridge at 

Wabassa park, and the Burlington Country club, refreshments being served at the latter place.  A visit 

was also made to the property west of the Brant House along which the new roadway, it is proposed, 

will run and along which close to the bay front from the Brant House to Wabassa park.  Mr. Flatt has 

already graded a splendid roadway 

which he will donate to the scenic 

bay front route. 

 

At five o’clock the party proceeded 

to the beautiful home of Mr. W. D. 

Flatt, where they viewed the beau-

tiful grounds and had their pictures 

taken, after which a sumptuous re-

past was served. 
 

Burlington Gazette, September 30, 1914 Residence of W. D. Flatt on  Lake Shore Road,, 1912 (since demolished) 
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   Monday, September 29 7 PM — 9 PM 
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Look for us in the calendar section of Snap’d at news stands or at: http://www.snapburlington.com/

index.php?option=com_sngcalendar&Itemid=5&lang=en 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

Visit us at our new and improved website:  

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Name       Telephone   _________  

Address         ______________ 

City        Postal Code   ____ 

Email Address          _________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

           

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Membership Application 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 
 New Member 

 Renewal 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor at 

the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

Or mail to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 
1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  
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T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

Remember to Remember 

Join Us  

 

Monday, November 10, 2014 

7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

Join Us  

 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

 

Keynote speaker:  Christine Lei 

 

The Friendly Games: M. M. Robinson 

 Brings the First Commonwealth Games to 

Canada, 1930  

Editor:  Heather Mace 

Our November speaker is Tom Bochsler, a professional photographer for 

over 60 years, writer, and owner of Bochsler PhotoImaging in Burlington.  

His presentation, “Remember to Remember”, is a moving message with 

images he made on trips to France and Belgium, including Vimy, Juno 

Beach, Menin Gate and other war memorials and cemeteries. He calls it 

the trip that has meant the most to him, out of his trips to Asia and many 

countries in Europe, 

for professional and 

personal reasons 

over the past 45 

years. It illustrates 

the respect that 

many citizens there 

still show for the ef-

forts of our Canadian 

troops that gave us 

our freedoms. Juno Beach Canadian Memorial © Tom Bochsler 

A pamphlet listing books available on WW I produced specifically 

for the BHS, courtesy of the Burlington Public Library will be availa-

ble  —  one copy for everyone in attendance. 
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David has been tidying up archival photos and 

loading them on the website. Their effort has im-

pressed a few groups who are asking us to accept 

their archives.  Reaching out into the community, 

Noreen and Judi represented us at several out-

door events and I guested on Rick Goldring’s 

Connections cable TV show.  The Burlington Post 

went so far as to mention our fine Gazette news-

letter in their column thanks to our editor 

Heather.  Jane Ann has taken on the treasurer’s 

role when it was vacated and Colin has been a 

great supporter.  Their names and roles are on 

the back of this newsletter and I thank them all 

for making 2014 a successful year for the BHS.  

The bar has been set high for 2015.  

Even our “special project” has progressed mightily 

along.  A major design feature of the Freeman 

Station is her high peaked roof which is in dire 

need of new cladding.  An agreement has been 

made with a qualified local roofer to install new 

shingles in the spring of 2015.  After a bit of pre-

work is done on the eaves (and assuming all goes 

to plan), she will sporting a new bonnet for East-

er.   

In 2014 sadly, we lost two former BHS presidents 

and long-time members when Dave Morris and 

Les Armstrong passed away.  Dave was a 2013 

Doors Open team member and Les was recog-

nized as the Burlington Heritage Citizen of 2013. 

Over the past year, so many of the presenters 

proudly spoke about Canada’s role in standing up 

to aggression in the wars: 1812, WWI, WWII and 

Fenian raids.  Be sure to wear your poppy to the 

November 10 meeting as we take a moment to 

respect Remembrance Day.  

Alan 

President’s Report  

Doors Open is an 

event that occurs 

across Ontario al-

lowing visitors an 

opportunity to go 

inside heritage build-

ings that would oth-

erwise not be open 

to the public.  For 

years I have enjoyed 

vis i t ing various 

Doors Open sites 

such as Toronto’s 

Don Jail and Good-

erham Flat Iron building and Auchmar in Hamil-

ton  among others.  Doors Open Burlington 

(DOB) is in its fifth year and this was the first 

time BHS participated by leading a walking tour 

of the downtown.  Using booklets issued by 

Heritage Burlington, I led two tours of the 

downtown from City Hall to the Art Gallery 

and back.  Wendy Schick is the DOB coordina-

tor and we have some new ideas to improve 

the tour for September 2015.  One suggestion 

is to shorten the mile-long round-trip, even if it 

is good exercise.   

November marks the last meeting of the BHS 

until January 2015.  Time to look back on the 

progress over the past year of the Historical 

Society:   Program, Archives, Outreach and Spe-

cial Projects.   

I know the speakers Ken has brought in for the 

program have been well received because audi-

ence members often ask me how to hire them 

to present at their events.  In the archives Joan, 

Peggy and Pat have spent hundreds of hours 

researching and cataloguing our records while 

Alan Harrington 
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After peace was declared on November 

11th, Burlington council recorded a reso-

lution of “our great gratitude  upon the 

termination of the greatest war in the 

history of the world and of the over-

whelming success of the allied armies.”  

To express their appreciation “to our 

Canadian  boys, and the memory of 

those who have fought and fallen in the 

interests of democracy and the cause of 

the right, who will not be forgotten.” 

Council then recommended a perma-

nent monument. 

 

Elgin Harris of the Gazette, Alex Leitch of the canning factory, Hugh Cleaver and the  Rev. G. W. Tebbs, 

rector of St. Luke’s Anglican Church all gave money to pay for the monument. Rev. Tebbs insisted that 

the best place for the monument was in the waterfront park directly opposite the tree lined lane extend-

ing from the lake to the front door of St.Luke’s. The monument stood there until 1962 when it was 

moved to the small park adjacent to the City Hall. 

 

Much deliberation was given to the sculpture itself. The Committee was impressed with the figure of the 

Victory Statue, used in Toronto for the Victory Loan Campaign.  They approached the Victory’s sculptor, 

Mr. R. V. Lewis who  proposed that the statue be a representation of a soldier just returning to the 

trenches, with a determined look on his face. 

  

The statue is entirely of bronze and depicts an infantry soldier standing at ease in a great-coat; the bottom 

is torn off, as was usual. He is fully equipped for the trenches and under his steel helmet, he wears a wool 

balaclava helmet, knitted by the women of Canada. His face is calm, but shows that determination, which 

enabled them to carry on through all difficulties and dangers. The sculpture’s powerful realism is well rec-

ognized today. It is so lifelike that it has been rumoured to come down from its pedestal and walk on 

nights of a full moon. Many believe that the ghost is that of Alfred Johnson, a local soldier and hero.’ 

 

On April 10, 1922, the Burlington and Nelson Citizens’ Memorial In Honour of the Men of Burlington and 

Nelson Township who served in the Great War 1914 –1918 was unveiled by General His Excellency the 

Right Honourable Lord Byng of Vimy, G.C.B., G.C.M.G.,M.V.O., Governor General of Canada, and Com-

mander-in-Chief.. 

  

The ceremonies included the Burlington Fireman’s Band, playing “The Maple 

Leaf Forever”, a choir of Burlington and Nelson school pupils singing “O Cana-

da”, and Comrade T. Waumsley playing the “Last Post”. 

 

Since then, each year on Remembrance Day, a Veterans Parade leads to the 

Cenotaph where a service is conducted by Branch 60, Royal Canadian Legion.  

The service is always well attended by citizens of all ages and representatives 

from all levels of government. 

                            Excerpts from the Society’s books and archive 

Burlington Unveiled its Cenotaph in 1922 

Governor General Lord Byng of Vimy unveiling Burlington’s Cenotaph 

in1922 
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Follow the Station on Twitter@FreemanStation and FaceBook. 

F R E E M A N  S T A T I O N   
U P D A T E  

The re-shingling of the roof with 
40-year shingles starting April 
2015, weather permitting.  In 
preparation, electrical attach-
ments will be removed, fascia 
and rafter extension will be re-
paired and replaced, and the dor-
mer front panel will be replaced.  
Since the roof is a major part of 
the overall look of the building, 
the shingles will be respectful of 
the era in which it was built. 

Knitting News from the Homefront 

Socks and Mufflers Needed 

I received your letter today and am glad you are working for the 

Queen’s Canadian Military (QCM) Hospital, which is truly Canadi-

an.  I wrote to my brother, Dr. Armour, surgeon in chief to know 

what they most wanted in small things and he wrote back day 

socks, day shirts, bands and mufflers.  The men are so badly 

wounded and their clothes so shattered that they are not much 

use again.  They have to dress them to send them to the convales-

cent homes or until they get back to the field.  The shirts ought to 

be made of dark flannel or darkly striped shaker flannel, which is 

cheaper.  The dark color keeps clean longer.  Anything warm and 

woolly is nice.  My sister motored down to the hospital and saw 

the night shirts on the wounded so we know the things are being 

used.  Keep on knitting socks and mufflers, etc., for they will need 

them until the war is over.  Sincerely, Nora Drynan. 

Burlington Gazette, December 9, 1914 

Looking Back 

Thank you to Ken Davy and Mary McCully for the insight into very personal perspectives of both World 

War I and II.  This insight into even a small slice of history brings home the importance of keeping memo-

ries and documents that can help future generations understand the past and where they came from. 

WW I WW II 

The station in 1966 
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Notes from the Archives  

 

Did you know……….. 

 

That Burlington has 61 documented veterans from the War of 1812?  Most were in the militia.  All 

able-bodied men between the ages of 16 and 60 were expected to enroll in their local militia unit.  

There are also stories about three 12 year olds – 1 girl and 2 boys. 

 

Elizabeth Kerns was 12 when the war started.  Even at that age she was so moved by the plight of 

the sick and injured that she often helped the village doctor.  By the time she was 20 she was a 

skilled practioner and became known as “Dr. Elizabeth.”   She practiced until her death in 1872.  

Elizabeth Street in downtown Burlington is named for her. 

 

John Lucas was born in New Brunswick in 1800, moving with his family to Nelson Township in 1807.  

One day during the war British soldiers came to the farm when only John and his sister Rebecca 

were at home.  The soldiers asked for some milk and bread, which John gave them.  Later, John 

realized that some leather that his father had prepared was missing.  The soldiers denied taking it but 

John jumped into their boat and retrieved the leather from under some cabbages, which later were 

found to be stolen too.  When the British military officers became aware of what had occurred, they 

made the soldiers come to apologize.  John lived to age 75 and is buried in Mount Vernon Cemetery  

- the one his family started. 

 

James Cleaver was born in the United States in Jan. 1800.  The family moved here in 1805.  Early in 

the War of 1812, the British military requisitioned the Cleaver team of horses.  Horses being a 

necessity for farm work, James’ father John was reluctant to let the team go.  Finally, it was agreed 

the horses could go – IF James could go to look after them.  James and his horses were at the Battle 

of Stoney Creek in 1813 making him the youngest veteran of the War of 1812 – at least in this area.  

James and the horses returned to the family farm.  James was eligible for a pension for his 

contribution during the war but he declined it.  He died at the age of 90 and is buried in the Lowville 

Cemetery. 

 

Short biographies of the 61 veterans can be found on-line at: www.images.burlington.halinet.on.ca       

or in a book at the next general meeting. 

 

 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Archives 

Burlington Central Library 
2nd Floor—History Room 

info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Pat Taylor, Archives Volunteer 
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War News Not the Only News in the 1914 Gazette 

 

Burlington a Town 

Will Graduate From Village Class Before New Year 
 

The application of the Corporation to be erected into a town was heard before H. N. Kittson, repre-

senting the Ontario Railway Board, at Hamilton.  The proceedings only lasted a few minutes.  William 

Morrison represented the Corporation and in applying for the incorporation he said that no objection 

had been made from any section of the community; all were unanimous for it.  And now, instead of 

electing a reeve and four councillors in January, the town of Burlington will elect a mayor, a reeve and 

six aldermen at large instead of on the ward system.  He said this would eliminate clique work and 

would serve the best interests of Burlington. 

 

Mr. Morrison filed affidavits as Clerk Jas. S. Allen and Census Commissioner John L. Cotter, stating that 

the Village population was 2,364, without including the recently annexed territory or the sand strip.  

The population inclusive of these sections, is 2,700.  The population by wards is:  Ward 1, 1,799; Ward 

2, 809; and Ward 3, 756.  Mr. Morrison assured Mr. Kittson that all the requirements had been com-

plied with and on this assurance the motion to incorporate was granted. 

 

Burlington Gazette, December 16, 1914 

In Flanders Fields 

Born:   November 30, 1872 in 

Guelph, Ontario 

Died:   January 28, 1918 (aged 45) in 

Boulogne-sur-Mer, France 

Occupation:   Poet, physician, author, Lieu-

tenant Colonel of the  Cana-

dian Expeditionary Force 

Information:    Visit McCrae House, part of 

the  Guelph Civic Museum, or 

go to  http://guelph.ca/

 

John McCrae 

Circa 1914 

 

 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below 
 

We are the Dead.  Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe; 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow  

In Flanders fields 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive  
Alan Harrington 

Jane Ann Newson 

Colin Morley 

 

Noreen McNairn 

 

President 

1st Vice President / Treasurer 

2nd Vice President / Publicity /

Facilities Co-ordinator 
 

Secretary 

 

Joan Downey 

Heather Mace 

Marianne Hubbs 

Ken Davy  

Les Armstrong

  

Archivist 

Director / Newsletter 

Director / Membership 

Director / Publicity / Programs 

Past President 

Burlington Historical Society 

- Executive meeting 

     Monday, November 3    7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

- General meeting 

     Monday, November 10        7 PM — 9 PM 

     Location:  Burlington Public Library 

 

 

Burlington Central Library 

- Lest We Forget 

     Tuesday, November 11              2 PM  

- Festung Guernsey 

     Tuesday, November 11     7 PM 

- Burlington of Yesteryear 

     Thursday, November 20                   11 AM 

Heritage Dates and Events 

Museums of Burlington 

- An Old Fashioned Christmas Event 

     Sunday, November 16 11 AM — 4 PM 

     Location:  Ireland House 

- Historic Cooking Program 

     “Christmas Sweets and Treats” 

     Sunday, November 23   1 PM — 4 PM 

     Location:  Ireland House 

 

 

Heritage Burlington 

- Monthly meeting 

    Tuesday, November 11   7 PM — 9 PM 

    Location:  City Hall, 2nd Floor, Room 247 

 

 

Contact Information 
Phone:  Noreen McNairn (Secretary) — 905-637-6400 

Email:  info@burlingtonhistorical.ca 

Anne Wingfield 

Rick Wilson 

James Clemens 

Pat Taylor 

Greeting Cards 

Heritage Burlington Representative 

Heritage Burlington Representative 

Century Buildings Committee 

Judi McNairn 

Iris Davy 

David Craig 

 

Promotion / Displays / Publications 

Telephone Committee 

Webmaster / Archives 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Name       Telephone_________________________  

Address_______________________________________________________ 

City        Postal Code__________________ 

Email Address____________________________________________________________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

           

Donation 
I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 

Membership Application 

 
Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 
 New Member 

 Renewal 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 

 Senior:  $25.00 

Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor at 

the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

Or mail to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 
1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  
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Year End Edition 2014 Volume 10, Issue 10 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

Call for Nominations — Notice of BHS Annual Meeting 

Join Us  

 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

 

Keynote speaker:  Christine Lei 

 

The Friendly Games: M. M. Robinson 

 Brings the First Commonwealth Games  

to Canada, 1930  

 

7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

 

 

Bring a friend ! 

 

The Burlington Historical Society will hold its Annual Meeting on January 12, 2015. 

 

At this time, BHS members will have an opportunity to select the 2015 Directors/Officers of the 

Society.  Nominations for any of these five (5) positions may be submitted to the Nominating 

Committee Chair - Ken Davy - 30 days prior to our Annual Meeting.  Paid up members in good 

standing can stand for nomination.  Each nomination must be seconded by a paid up member in 

good standing. The Chair of the Nominating Committee will present the list of nominees at the 

Annual Meeting.  If there are more than five (5) nominees on the proposed slate, an election by 

secret ballot shall be conducted. 

  

Contact Ken Davy to indicate your nomination by email:  kdavy@cogeco.ca 

 

2015 Directors/Officers Open Positions 

President           1st Vice President               2nd Vice President              Treasurer                 Secretary 

Editor:  Heather Mace 

M.M. Robinson wear-

ing the official blazer 

uniform at the first 

British Empire Games 

in Hamilton, 1930 

Brant Inn Memories 

A wonderful Christmas present. 

Both the book and DVD are 

available through A Different 

Drummer Books in Burlington or 

our website:  http://

www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

2015 Membership Reminder:  Dues are payable in January 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

 

 http://www.burlingtonhistorical.ca 

 

Name       Telephone_________________________  

Address_______________________________________________________ 

City        Postal Code__________________ 

Email Address____________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

Membership Application 

 

Yes, as a BHS member I wish to receive the Gazette newsletter and other e-communications 

and understand I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 
 New Member 

 Renewal 

 Family:  $40.00 

 Single:  $30.00 

 

 

Senior:  $25.00 

Please complete this form and see our Membership Convenor at 

the membership table at our monthly general meetings.          

Make cheques payable to The Burlington Historical Society. 

Or mail to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 
1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

Donation 

I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

 

The Burlington Historical Society is a registered charity # 119217693RR0001 


