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Cal l  For  Submiss ions  

The newly redesigned Gazette is 

seeking submissions for upcoming 

editions.  Articles can be long or 

short; a research piece or a 

personal memory.  If you have a 

Burlington history story to share, 

January 2013 Volume 8, Issue 1 

A boy ploughing at Dr. Barnardo's 

Industrial Farm, Manitoba, ca. 1900 

(Library and Archives Canada /  

PA-117285)  

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

January‟s General Meeting will 

feature a talk on British Home 

Children by speaker Penny 

Morningstar, Curator of    

Welland Museum.  All BHS 

members and guests who are 

descendants of a home child 

are invited to bring a photo or 

memorabilia to the meeting.  

 

Monday, January 14th, 2013 

Meeting begins at 7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

we would love to hear it!  Please 

send submissions or questions to 

S o n i a  N i c h o l s o n  a t 

nicholson.sonia@gmail.com, or call 

289-337-8156.  

Coming 

Events: 

 Executive Meeting 

Mon. Jan.7th 7PM 

History Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 

 Annual General 

Meeting          

Mon. Jan.14th 7PM 

Centennial Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 

 Heritage Day 

Saturday Feb 2nd 

Centennial Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 

mailto:nicholson.sonia@gmail.com?subject=BHS%20Newsletter
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Les Armstrong 

more valuable as bare land than with a historic 

house on it. This points up the problem of ill 

informed information that is believed about 

the value of heritage properties. 

Several years ago there was an unsuccessful 

effort to have a heritage district established in 

downtown Burlington. The district would have 

been North of the lake, West of Brant Street, 

East of Maple Avenue and south of Baldwin 

Street. It is an area that at that time had a very 

large number of very significant heritage 

homes in it. One of the contributing factors to 

the failure of the idea was the unsubstantiated 

fear that the value of properties would be 

negatively affected by being included in a 

heritage district. The ability to maintain the 

heritage value of that neighborhood has been 

severely effected by the decision not to 

develop the heritage district. 

At the time of that effort the most reliable 

reference to property values as referenced to 

heritage designated property was a study 

conducted by the University of Western 

Ontario at London. That report presented by 

Professor Shipley stated that there were no ill 

effects on property values as a result of 

Heritage Designation. Unfortunately the facts 

of this report fell on deaf ears. 

Recently a closer to home and more succinct 

study was conducted in Hamilton by the 

Centre for Community Study, a not for profit 

urban research group. The study shows that 
(Continued on page 5) 

President’s Report  

As reported in 

the September 

issue of the 

Gazette,  the 

historic Panton 

H o u s e  i n 

Ki lbr ide had 

been purchased 

by John Dixon, 

nephew of Ruth 

(Dixon) and Don 

Taylor, members 

of our society.  

Ruth‟s uncle George Prudham, Minister of 

Mines in the St. Laurent Cabinet 1947-57, had 

purchased the house in 1950 for his mother. 

Ruth has many fond memories of the house as 

a young child spending time there. 

John is well on the way to restoring the 

heritage property. A new roof has been 

installed as well as a new furnace and the 

restoration work is continuing on the interior. 

The lot has been cleared of all the trash that 

was allowed to accumulate. John„s intention is 

to restore the home to its historic 

prominence within Kilbride and Burlington.    

The house was threatened with demolition 

when in March of this year City Council voted 

to remove the house from the Municipal 

Heritage Registry. This action spearheaded by 

Councillor John Taylor who believed in the ill 

advised information from a real estate 

representative who claimed the property was 
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The BHS Archives is pleased to announce the generous 

donation of records belonging to the Cooke family, well-

known for their concrete and development businesses in 

Aldershot.    

This significant collection consists of material relating to J. 

Cooke Concrete and to William Jacob Cooke, and includes 

legal documents; correspondence, ephemera, news clippings, 

maps and plans, notes on biographical and administrative 

history, photographs, and artifacts.   

Cooke Fami ly  Donates  Col lect ion  

J. Cooke Concrete Blocks Ltd staff restaurant [detail] 

A large part of the collection 

is made up of legal records 

relating to Aldershot land 

transactions: indentures, 

deeds, land title documents, 

purchase agreements, survey 

in formation,  and land 

descriptions; and related 

maps and plans.  The 

collection also includes 

hundreds of photographs 

documenting J . Cooke 

Concrete history, Grimsby 

Brick & Tile Co, the 

Townsend home,  and 

Oaklands.   

 
(Continued on page 5) 

David Jack, head of the Seneca and Cayuga 

berry pickers on Fishers Farm, Guelph Line, 

with his wife Maggie Jack., ca. 1895 

Archives  Launches  New Database  

A new online database will 

now be the home for BHS 

archival images.  While 

Archives photographs will 

continue to be available on 

the Halton Images site that is 

shared with the public library 

and other organizations, this 

stand-alone database marks a 

new phase in the Archives‟ 

goal of becoming more visible 

in the community.   

Over 4,000 historical images 

of Burlington may be 

searched and viewed at http://

v i t a c o l l e c t i o n s . c a /

burlingtonhistoricalsociety.  A 

BHS banner and other 

features will be added in the 

coming weeks, and images are 

added regularly.  For more 

information, please email 

burlingtonhistoricalsociety@y

ahoocom.     

http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety
http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety
http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety
mailto:nicholson.sonia@gmail.com?subject=Archives%20Database
mailto:nicholson.sonia@gmail.com?subject=Archives%20Database
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The theme for Heritage Day 2013 

is “Good Neighbours: Heritage 

Homes and Neighbourhoods”.     

Heritage Canada states that 

“Older neighbourhoods are 

remarkable for their special 

character, mature trees, walkable 

streetscapes and proximity to 

public transit.  They have stood 

the test of time, holding memories 

and telling the stories of a 

community ‟ s  evolu t ion .  

Preserving older homes and 

neighourhoods is important to 

a c h i e v i n g  l o n g - t e r m 

sustainability.  Investing in 

neg l ec ted  homes  and 

neighbourhoods can be an 

opportunity to provide affordable 

Her i tage  Day  2013  

Alan Gummo in the snow, 

3022 South Drive, Roseland 

Park in the background,      

ca. 1949 [detail] 

housing, improve public 

health, and revitalize and stabilize 

the community. A healthy 

neighbourhood is as important as 

a good home!” 

The Burlington Heritage Fair will 

be held at Central Branch of the 

Burlington Public Library, New 

Street , on  Saturday February 2nd 

starting at 10 am.  The Burlington 

Historical Society display will 

f ea tu re two  Her i t age 

Neighborhoods : Roseland Park, a 

development survey registered by 

Hughes Cleaver in 1923; and 

Wellington Park,  a development 

survey registered  by J. Walter 

Gage in 1908.  

Harriet C. (Clementine) 

Hennings on the telephone 

R e p o r t  o f  t h e  N o mi n a t i n g  C o mm i t t e e  

The following Members have been nominated to the 

following positions for the year 2013: 

President   Alan Harrington 

1st Vice President    TBD 

2nd Vice President   Colin Morley 

Treasurer & Membership TBD 

Secretary    Noreen McNairn 

Dir. Digital Collections  Jane Irwin 

Archivist    Sonia Nicholson 

Past President   Les Armstrong 
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The Cooke Family Collection 

would be of interest to 

a n y o n e  r e s e a r c h i n g 

Aldershot, land development, 

and industrial history.  A 

detailed description of the 

collection will be posted to 

Archeion, Ontario‟s Archival 

Information Network, in the 

coming weeks for access by 

researchers from all over 

Ontario and beyond.  

(Continued from page 3) 

Cooke Fami ly  Col lect ion  

Billboard for J. Cooke Concrete Blocks 

The Panton homestead, 2080 Kilbride Street, 1952  

We Burlingtonians love to criticize Hamilton for many things 

but they are far ahead of us in heritage preservation. Hamilton 

currently has 700 designated heritage properties with another 

6,800 listed as properties of historic interest.  

heritage preservation pays off. 

It shows that homes within 

seven designated heritage 

districts in Hamilton are on 

average worth double those 

i n  s u r r o u n d i n g 

neighbourhoods. The most 

marked difference was in the 

Durand-Markland heritage 

district. The average value of 

homes in the district was 

$507,977, versus $173,400 

within the entire ward. That‟s 

a difference of 193%. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Pres ident ’s  Repor t  
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Greeting Cards — Anne Wingfield  

Heritage Burlington Representatives — Rick Wilson 

and James Clemens  

Newsletter Editor — Sonia Nicholson 

Century Buildings Committee — Pat Taylor 

Programs — Ken Davy  

 

Convenors  

Thomas Arnold Irwin as a boy, 

with the Hamilton Spectator 

Promotion / Display Team — Judy McNairn  

Publications — Judy McNairn  

Publicity — Dave Morris and Ken Davy  

Telephone Committee — Iris Davy  

Web Site — Dave Morris     

Pres. Les Armstrong  905 637 2270   1st Vice Pres. Alan Harrington 905 319 4277 

2nd Vice Colin Morley  905 634 1477  Secretary Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 

Treasurer Brian Ryder 905 336 2105  Past Pres. Dave Morris   905 336 6503 

Dir. Digital Archiving Jane Irwin    905 637 7266 

Burlington Historical Society Executive  

High l ights  f rom the Gazette  

Wed. Aug 17, 1910 

Government experts say 

there are millions of germs on 

a dollar bill.  The best way to 

get rid of the infected money 

is to pay your subscriptions 

to the GAZETTE.  We are 

willing to take all the risk in 

handling them. 

 

 

 

 

Wed. May 16, 1910 

On Friday last Magistrate Smith 

issued an official invitation to 

Jack Klainka to appear at the 

townhall on Sat. morning for 

an offense committed last 

O c t o b e r .   C o n s t a b l e 

DeForrest duly served the 

paper, but Klainka did not 

honour the invitation, but 

quietly left town.  A warrant 

has been issued for his arrest. 
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www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 

                Like us on Facebook! 

Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Application 

 

Name       Telephone    __________ 

 

Address           __________ 

 

City        Postal Code    ____ 

 

Email Address           _________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

                 New Member                  Renewal 

 

   Family:  $40.00 Single: $30.00  Senior: $25.00 

 I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Burlington-Historical-Society/153692141105
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Gone For  A So ld ier  
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What a Year! 3 

Panton 

Homestead 
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Irma Coulson 5 

Worth a Visit 6 

Executive Council 7 

Gazette Highlights 7 

Membership 8 

Fami ly  His tor y  Ta lk  

The Ontario Genealogical Society Halton-Peel Branch welcomes family 

history speaker Fawne Stratford-Devai.  The author, lecturer and TV 

panelist will discuss her research for the popular History Television series 

―Ancestors in the Attic‖. 

Sunday, February 24th at 2pm, Oakville Public Library (lower level)      

120 Navy St., Oakville (Lakeshore Rd. & Navy St. east of the Harbour)  

Visitors welcome.  Free admission.   

February 2013 Volume 8, Issue 2 

Brock Entering Queenston, 1812

(Library and Archives Canada /  

e010952223)  

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

February‘s General Meet-

ing will feature a talk on 

the lives of fighting men in 

the War of 1812,  by 

speaker Renee Lafferty, 

Professor at Brock Uni-

versity.     

 

Monday, February11th, 2013 

Meeting begins at 7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

Coming 

Events: 

 Executive Meeting 

Mon. Feb.4th 7PM 

History Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 

 General Meeting          

Mon. Feb.11th 

7PM Centennial 

Room Burlington 

Central Library 
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Alan Harrington 

However a local historical society was created 

and they fought long and hard to preserve 

their heritage and the town was better for it. 

Arriving here in Burlington, we noticed it was 

a lot like the Thornhill we remembered, and 

we wanted to ensure it kept its image.  That is 

when I joined the Burlington Historical Society 

and I have enjoyed being a member ever since. 

The BHS offers so much including a variety of 

presentations by excellent speakers each 

month. We maintain extensive archives at the 

Central Library and our modern website has 

just surpassed 26,000 visits. We are present in 

the community at shows and exhibits and 

recently unveiled our Brant Inn plaque at 

Spencer Smith Park. Last year we recognized a 

local history student with a prize and will do 

so again in 2013. Even the Burlington Post and 

Hamilton Spec have been good supporters. 

This has all been possible due to our 

dedicated team of volunteers, members and 

guests and so a big thank you goes out to you 

too.  

There is still more that can be done. If you 

wish to join the team or if you have new ideas 

on how to make this a better society, please 

see me.  Our mission is to stimulate public 

awareness and preserve our local heritage and 

I look forward to 2013 being another 

successful year for us.    

 

 Alan Harrington 

President’s Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As another year begins, I am pleased to 

present my first President‘s Report.  Top 

order of business is to thank Les Armstrong 

for his leadership over the past term. I have 

been fortunate to work with Les over the past 

two years at both the Historical Society 

meetings and the Freeman Station 

preservation meetings at City Hall. He has 

certainly been a very good mentor for me as I 

try to keep up to his energy level. Please 

watch for upcoming news on the progress of 

the Freeman Train Station as it‘s on track to 

actually get moved before summer hits this 

year. 

2013 marks the tenth anniversary since my 

family and I left Thornhill (a quaint village at 

Yonge / Steeles just north of Toronto) and 

moved to Burlington. Back around 1980, 

Thornhill was at risk of losing their historic 

buildings of the 1800‘s to new development. 
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By Pat Taylor 
 

In December of 2011, I spoke with Jane Irwin, head of the 

Archives Committee, about volunteering in the archives.  As a 

complete archives novice, when she asked me what I would 

like to do, I switched the question to what I didn‘t want to do 

– and that was answer the phone.  No problem – there is no 

phone in the archives.  With that, Jane started my initiation in 

archival management. We started with Jane organizing the 

storage boxes and me labeling and updating an index.  This is  

What  a  Year !   What  an  Interest ing  Year !  

St Luke's Anglican Churchyard, 1973 [detail] 

 

an ongoing task, ready now to 

be transferred to our new 

computer. 

With all the interest in the 

commemoration of the War 

of 1812, Jane felt that the 

archives should have a digital 

record of the grave markers 

of the Burlington men who 

fought in the war.  Would I 

b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 

photographing these sites? 

Did you know there is a 

Google site on how to take 

(Continued on page 4) 

The Panton Homestead,  

2080 Kilbride Street  

[Photo courtesy of Ruth Taylor] 

Panton Homestead Update  

Following up Les Armstrong's 

message in the January BHS 

Gazette, here is a Christmas 

greeting and photograph from 

BHS members Ruth and Don 

Taylor:  

―Just a short update on 2080 

Kilbride Street - there is a new 

roof on the two story section, 

a new gas furnace installed, a 

new water line from the well 

and many, many piles of junk 

removed from the property. It 

has been a lot of hard work, 

with a lot more yet to be 

done. John [Dixon] is a hard 

w o r k i n g  y o u n g  m a n . 

We look  forward  to 

tomorrow night, Christmas 

Eve, when we will attend the 

service as usual at Kilbride 

United. This year. when we 

exit the church, there will be 

lights in the old house, a 

Christmas tree in the window, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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better photographs in a cemetery?  Did you 

know there is a cemetery on Harvester Road 

behind the strip mall opposite the Appleby 

GO station?  I spent six sunny spring days 

meandering Burlington cemeteries looking for 

the grave stones.  A visit to the Toronto 

Necropolis followed.  Here, the grounds 

keeper had to use a spade to located the 

stone and then he removed about two inches 

of sandy soil, swept the stone off and then got 

a hose to clean it some more so I could take a 

better photo. The stone is quite difficult to 

read.  Unfortunately without a car, I have 

been unable to access all the burial sites, but 

maybe I can get to some of the other 

cemeteries by local bus service. 

Also in the spring, three file boxes were 

(Continued from page 3) 

What  a  Year !  

donated to the archives by the Cooke family.  

This donation is a very significant one.  It 

documents the growth of a Burlington 

business and the men that led it.  I had a 

fascinating time doing a ‗rough sort‘ and 

labeling of the boxes before these treasures 

were properly accessed to the collection. 

The next challenge – since there had been a 

huge residential building boom in 1912, would 

I like to photograph these century old homes?  

I eagerly agreed, little knowing there were 

140 such dwellings.  What a way to learn 

about my adopted city!!!  I also researched 

the Burlington Gazette from photocopies and 

the Hamilton Spectator for 1912 on microfilm 

looking for real estate news.  That took a lot 

longer then it should have – I kept reading 

some of the other articles and 

advertisements.  Some of the language was 

quite unique – I‘m surprised the librarians 

didn‘t come over to tell me that since I was in 

a library I needed to keep the laughter down.  

The next step in this project is to get more 

information on these houses and then post it 

on the web site http://vitacollections.ca/

burlingtonhistoricalsociety.  And lastly, to 

design a plaque and then contact the current 

owners to interest them in installing a plaque 

on their home identifying it as a ‗Century 

Home.‘ 

I have certainly enjoyed my first year on the 

Archives Committee and look forward to 

what 2013 has in store.  

 

559 Hurd Avenue 
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Irma Coulson, who passed away on January 11 at the age of 

91, will be remembered fondly by all who knew her.  

A dedicated longtime BHS member, Irma continued to read 

and comment on  the BHS Gazette  even after she could no 

longer get to meetings. She served as President in 1993 and 

1994, and chaired the book committee that 

produced Burlington: The Growing  Years in 1992. 

Born Irma Rochefort, she began her teaching career in a one-

room rural school house, teaching eight grades: "The children 

really listened to you while you were talking. They knew they 

had me for only five, six or eight minutes [per lesson] , and 

they listened because they knew the teacher wasn't  going to 

tell them again!!"  (Interview with Burlington Central High 

School student Kirsten Lennard, published in  Brass Tacks 4.2, 

1982).  Irma's  skill in speaking to the point never diminished; 

she was always well worth listening to. And witty too.  

She married Howard Coulson and lived in Lowville, in a 

beautiful Victorian farmhouse which had been built in 1872 

for Thomas Colling.  The farm was identified as  Century 

Farm in 1967. Howard predeceased Irma in 1970. The house 

has been owned and maintained by Colling - Coulson 

I rma Cou lson , 1921  -  2013   

Irma Coulson 

descendants  for more than 130 

years. It bears a BHS Century 

Building Plaque, and in 1995 was 

designated under the Ontario 

Heritage Act.   

The Burlington Historical Society 

extends condolences to her family 

and to Bert Cramer, her longtime 

companion. 

Christmas postcard reproduction [detail] 

Panton Homestead  

and, a bright future in view for the 

Panton Homestead. There is even a 

forecast of lightly falling snow - to 

make it a perfect Christmas Eve.‖ 

To see more about the Panton 

Homestead:  

h t t p : / / v i t a c o l l e c t i o n s . c a /

burlingtonhistoricalsociety/results?

q=2080&st=kw&n=  

(Continued from page 3) 

http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety/results?q=2080&st=kw&n=
http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety/results?q=2080&st=kw&n=
http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety/results?q=2080&st=kw&n=


6 

 

By Brian Ryder 
 

Last fall, Janet and I visited the Casements 

Museum.  This is located in the casements 

(hence the name) inside the walls of Fort 

Monroe, Hampton VA.  Fort Monroe, on the 

Chesepeake Bay, is the largest stone built fort 

in the USA and was built after the War of 

1812 to defend the approaches to 

Washington.  Once you cross the moat and 

drive through the gate, not much more than a 

vehicle wide, you do not realise that you are 

in a fort, it is more like a well laid-out town.  

It explains the history of the fort and 

particularly the increasing fire power in order 

to prevent anyone, like the nasty British, from 

burning Washington again.  (But with due 

American patriotism omits the reason for the 

burning of the White House!) 

During the Civil War the fort played an 

important role and became known as ‗Fort 

Freedom‘ as it was a mecca for escaping 

slaves.  As intended, it helped to prevent any 

Confederate naval assault on Washington.  In 

the aftermath of the war, it became the place 

where Jefferson Davis was imprisoned.  This is 

actually part of the museum. 

Wor th  a  V is i t  

Fort Monroe, Virginia [Official army graphic] 

 

The tour is self-guided and the displays are 

well described.  Strong walking shoes are 

advisable as the floor is the original stone, cold 

and hard on the feet.  Also it is possible to go 

up on top of the walls and look out across the 

bay.  We found the museum very interesting 

and well worth our drive from nearby 

Williamsburg.  The museum is run by the 

National Parks Service, which explains the high 

quality. The most amazing thing is the 

cost….it‘s free!!! 

Have you visited a fascinating museum or historical 

attraction of interest to BHS members?  Send your 

story to newsletter@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca  

mailto:newsletter@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca
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Greeting Cards — Anne Wingfield  

Heritage Burlington Representatives — Rick Wilson 

and James Clemens  

Newsletter Editor — Sonia Nicholson 

Century Buildings Committee — Pat Taylor 

Programs — Ken Davy  

 

Convenors  

Thorpe farm "honey wagon", 

Maple Avenue  

Promotion / Display Team — Judy McNairn  

Publications — Judy McNairn  

Publicity — Dave Morris and Ken Davy  

Telephone Committee — Iris Davy  

Web Site — Dave Morris     

Pres. Alan Harrington  905 319 4277  1st Vice Pres.  TBA 

2nd Vice Colin Morley  905 634 1477  Secretary Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 

Treasurer TBA     Past Pres. Les Armstrong  905 637 2270  

Digital Collections Jane Irwin 905 637 7266  Archivist Sonia Nicholson 289-337-8156 

Burlington Historical Society Executive  

High l ights  f rom the Gazette  

Wed. Oct. 12th, 1910 

When the Canning company‘s 

shrill whistle pealed forth to 

announce to the employees 

that it was time to part for the 

time being with the dinner 

table and gently perambulate in 

the direction of the factory, a 

team of horses hitched to a 

wagon laden with nice juicy 

tomatoes, were startled by the 

s trange  sound in  the 

atmosphere of our peaceful 

village, and made haste to 

shake the last of that vicinity 

off their hoofs, the result being 

they left the hitching-post with 

a  r a t h e r  d i l a p i d a t e d 

appearance; this, together with 

the loss of a rope and possibly 

a few crushed vegetables, that 

were in crates, some of which 

gently rolled off the wagon. 
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www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 

                Like us on Facebook! 

Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Application 

 

Name       Telephone    __________ 

 

Address           __________ 

 

City        Postal Code    ____ 

 

Email Address           _________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

                 New Member                  Renewal 

 

   Family:  $40.00 Single: $30.00  Senior: $25.00 

 I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Burlington-Historical-Society/153692141105
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Canad ian  Broadcast ing  His tor y  
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Old News 3 

Fairfield School 5 

Executive Council 7 

Gazette Highlights 7 

Membership 8 

Genet ic  Genea log y  Talk  

The Ontario Genealogical Society Halton-Peel Branch welcomes Dave 

Naylor, a member of the International Society of Genetic Genealogy, who 

will discuss DNA testing for genealogists.  

Sunday, March 24th at 2pm, Brampton Public Library                             

65 Queen Street East (near the Peel Archives)  

Visitors welcome.  Free admission.   

March 2013 Volume 8, Issue 3 

Rev. George W. Tebbs,  

"Old Man Sunshine",  

broadcasting on CKOC Radio,  

ca. 1935  

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

March’s General Meeting 

will feature a talk on the 

history of Canadian 

broadcasting,  by speaker 

Kealy Wilkinson, Executive 

Director of the Canadian 

Broadcast Museum Foun-

dation.  

Monday, March 11th, 2013 

Meeting begins at 7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

Coming 

Events: 

 Executive Meeting 

Mon. Mar.4th 7PM 

History Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 

 General Meeting          

Mon. Mar.11th 7PM   

Centennial Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 
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Alan Harrington 

one youngster joyfully recognized her 

Grandma’s house in the presentation.  I might 

add that Councillor Meed Ward is a strong 

supporter for the heritage groups and her 

participation is truly appreciated.     

Other news in town… The city has decided 

upon a public sculpture to be installed in front of 

the Performing Arts Centre.  The design by 

Canadian artist Peter Powning is entitled Spiral 

Stela and can be described as a metal obelisk 

with a bronze ribbon wrapped around it. 

Embedded within the bronze ribbon are 

impressions cast in bronze aptly named a 

“Cultural Mulch.” I met with the artist on 

February 3 to share some items of our early 

European history: strands of wheat and a railway 

spike.  I explained that grain was one of 

Burlington’s early crops and the railway was an 

important part of our community. He was 

impressed and coincidentally, so were the 

objects.  Now we just need to wait and see 

which (if any) make it to the finished project and 

maybe soon, a wee part of our history will be 

captured for eternity. 

In case some people did not know, the BHS 

typically puts a notice of the upcoming meeting 

in The Spec and the Burlington Post with a story 

of interest. Be sure to look for these the week 

before our meeting but in case you miss them, 

we will try to show them on the projector prior 

to the general meetings.  

Best regards 

Alan Harrington 

President’s Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On these chilly mornings waiting for the car 

interior to warm up, I often think of the good 

folks who lived right here 150 years ago. For 

some, their morning coffee possibly started as a 

block of ice. Then there were horses and 

chickens to feed, and cows to be milked. Drafty 

homes with no heat in some rooms. Brrr. They 

were made of strong stuff but still they 

persevered and that’s why it is so important for 

us to recognize the roots they planted. 

“Oyez! Oyez! Oyez! quoth Burlington's official 

town crier as Heritage Month kicked off at the 

Central Library February 2, Groundhog Day.  

Dressed in full regalia and clanging his bell, he 

introduced city Councillor Marianne Meed 

Ward to formally open the fair at 10am. This 

event is an opportune way to see and interact 

with other local volunteer members. I counted 

22 participating heritage groups being visited by 

a steady crowd of people, so it shows there is 

certainly interest in the community. Our booth 

had a slide show on a computer and I’m told 
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From The Burlington Historical Society Digital Collections  
 

The Town Bell, commissioned and erected in 1894 in the bell 

tower of the Village Hall on Elizabeth Street, experienced a few 

ups and downs before being installed in its present location. 

Burl ington ’s  Town Bel l  

Town Hall & Fire Hall, Elizabeth Street, ca 1915  

The Hall, built by the Sons of 

Temperance, was sold to the 

Village in 1883. The bell was 

used to summon volunteer 

firemen, and was also rung to 

mark the times for the twelve

-hour working day: at 7 am, 

noon, 1 pm and 6 pm. For 

fires, it was pealed more 

rapidly.  

The first bell ringer, James 

Powell, was hired for $50 per 

year. Later, the job was added 

to the duties of the town hall 

custodian. One of the last bell 

ringers was Arthur Turcotte, 

who lived nearby at Elizabeth 
(Continued on page 4) 

Bonnie Woodley, 1940s  

Old News  

"As a local resident was 

motor ing a long Water 

Street [now Lakeshore 

Road] with his wife on Monday 

evening, he was surprised to 

have his windshield splashed 

with a cone filled with ice 

cream, which was thrown by 

the driver of another car.  The 

thrower of the cone only did it 

as a joke, but it might have 

terminated seriously if the 

windshield had been open."  

-- Burlington Gazette, also 

reported in the Acton Free 

Press 

Footnote: BHS Archives 

records provide evidence that 

the potentially offending ice 

cream was not made at 

Mrs  Emerson's famous 

(Continued on page 7) 

S e r i o u s  m o t o r i n g  c a t a s t r o p h e  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  o n  

W a t e r  S t r e e t ,  A u g u s t  1 9 3 2     
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and Martha Streets.  

In the 1950s, when the Hall was sold by the 

Town to the Boy Scouts, the bell was 

removed from the tower and stored at the 

Boy Scout camp on Twiss Road north of 

Lowville. One night the bell was stolen from 

the camp. The police were notified right 

away;  when an officer on patrol noticed a car 

heavily weighted down, he forced it to stop.  

Afterwards the bell sat for years behind the 

Works Department building, until William 

(Continued from page 3) 

Town Bel l  

Gilbert, Chairman of the Library Board, began 

a fund-raising effort to restore it and install it 

by the Library building on Elizabeth 

Street. When the new Central Library on 

New Street was built in 1970, the bell was 

moved again to its present home beside the 

north entrance. 

The inscription engraved on the Bell identifies 

the Commissioners as " Geo. Blair, Geo. 

Renton, O. S. Colbrain, P. N. Ogg,  Jos. Allen, 

Clerk and Tres.[sic],  THOS. ATKINSON, 

REEVE ".  

The manufacturer was the "BUCKEYE BELL 

FOUNDRY / THE E.W.VANDUZEN CO. 

CINCINNATI". Buckeye Bell Foundry began 

in 1837 and operated under the 

E.W.Vanduzen name from 1894 until 

1950.  The bronze Vanduzen bells were 

designed and re-shaped to produce a 

tone superior to the tones of Buckeye Bell 

rivals.  

Since the Burlington Town Bell has been 

silenced for some 60 years, it seems a shame 

that its chimes were never recorded. 

For more images, see  http://vitacollections.ca/

b u r l i n g tonh i s t o r i c a l so c i e t y / r e su l t s ?

q=Town+Hall+Bell 

Town bell, 2012 (Photo courtesy of Jane Irwin) 

Do you have a Burlington story to share?  Send it to:       

newsletter@burlingtontonhistoricalsociety.ca 

http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety/results?q=Town+Hall+Bell
http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety/results?q=Town+Hall+Bell
http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety/results?q=Town+Hall+Bell
mailto:newsletter@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca
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By Jane Irwin 
 

The historical link between the War of 1812 and Fairfield 

Public School, built in 1912 on the Plains Road in Aldershot, 

was nearly forgotten when the school was demolished in 

2002. 

Fortunately Ray Mifflin, a Burlington author, has recalled 

much of Burlington's almost forgotten history in his recently 

published history of its first fifty years of European 

settlement. Many BHS members and friends will find the 

contents of Burlington Firsts; 1783 -1833 full of fascinating 

details unearthed  by his research. Among the many topics 

that were news to me is the naming of Fairfield Public School. 

The Moravian Brethren movement was a Protestant Church 

founded in central Europe in 1457, more than 100 

years  before Martin Luther made his protest against Rome. 

The Brethren were pacifists and early supporters of foreign 

missions. In 1735 a missionary group of Moravian Brethren 

emigrated to the pacifist Quaker colony in Pennsylvania, 

seeking a safe home for their settlement, which they named 

Fairfield. 

Their neighbours were the Delaware or Lenape First Nations, 

whom the Brethren loved, according to their faith, as their 

brothers. The Delawares, almost reduced to starvation by the 

loss of their hunting grounds to the relentless advance of 

European settlements, found security in Moravian Indian 

missions. 

Fairfield was a multilingual community where German, 

English, several Delaware dialects and other native tongues 

were spoken. Moravians believed in providing universal 

education and stressed the importance of education for both 

sexes.  Fairfield children were seldom without formal 

instruction: writing and reading English, as well as rudimentary 

mathematics, were part of the curriculum. In evening classes, 

Fa ir f ie ld  School  and the  War  o f  1812  

Fairfield School, Plains Road,  

first student photograph, 1913 

[detail] 

young girls learned European 

women’s skills, such as knitting and 

spinning. 

As pacifists, the Brethren and their 

First Nations converts incurred the 

hostility of both sides during the 

Revolutionary War. After wandering 

through the wilderness areas of 

Ohio and Michigan, they arrived in 

1792 in Upper Canada to found a 

new Fa i r f i e l d ,  a l so  ca l l ed 

Moraviantown, on the banks of the 

Thames River. 

October 5, 1813, brought the Battle 

of the Thames, a disaster for the 

British allies. Tecumseh, great 

warrior and British ally, leader of 

the Shawnee and a large tribal 

confederacy, was killed in the battle. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Mounted troops followed up the American 

victory by burning the peaceful settlement of 

Fairfield, “putting the first torch to the Moravian 

Church.”  

The retreat began under Major General Henry 

Procter, who led the British forces to 

Burlington Heights, where they wintered over. 

Matthew Elliott, the Indian agent,  left his 4000-

acre farm near present-day Amherstburg and 

spent the last months of his life in the 

Burlington area, dying at the Brant house on 

7 May 1814. He lies buried in an unmarked 

grave in (or near) what is now St Luke’s 

Anglican Church cemetery.  

Meanwhile, the Moravian missionary Christian 

Denke and his wife led 183 Delaware refugees 

to a winter camp near Dundas. Denke visited 

Matthew Elliott  during his last illness in John 

(Continued from page 5) 

Fa ir f ie ld  School  

Fairfield School, 1992  

(Photo courtesy of Bill Schnurr) 

Brant’s house. There, in his last days, after 50 

years of border warfare, sometimes at odds 

with the peaceful Moravians,  Elliott granted the 

Delawares permission to camp on the 

Aldershot  Plains. The camp lasted until May 

1815, when the Denkes and their converts 

began a journey of 18 days on foot to the banks 

of the Thames, there to build yet another new 

Fairfield.  

A century later, three modern public schools 

were built in what is now Burlington: Central, 

Maplehurst and Fairfield. Someone recalled the 

temporary encampment of War of 1812 

refugees on the Plains.  

The commemorative name “Fairfield” is 

appropriate for a school attended by children 

descended from European settlers and also 

children of First Nations families who worked 

for Aldershot farms and industries.  

Until 1902, when it was sold to the Methodist 

Church, New Fairfield on the Thames was a 

Moravian Indian mission. Today a Fairfield 

Museum, located on 35 acres beside the 

Thames, has a mission statement that fits well in 

the Canadian community of the future: 

“The future of Fairfield lies in reclaiming 

the original vision of its founders which 

was to create a place of safety, nurture 

and peace where two distinct cultures 

could come together. Originally the idea 

was for natives to learn European skills. 

Today the need is for the descendents of 

those original cultures to learn to live 

together in respect, in peace and valuing 

the gifts each of us brings.” 
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Old News  

emporium  on Dundas Street. 

In 1793 Lord Simcoe had 

directed that Dundas Street be 

surveyed five miles inland, so 

that it could not be attacked by 

shells from American ships.  

Therefore, before reaching the 

Lakeshore, Emerson- produced 

ice cream would have melted 

or, more probably, been 

consumed.  In the BHS booklet 

produced for Burlington's 

(Continued from page 3) 

Centennial in 1973, Gordon Blair recalled that "at the end of a 

long farm lane", a sign on the Emerson milk- house door read 

"Pure ice cream -- positively no ingredients".  
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Membership dues (Please check which one) 

                 New Member                  Renewal 

 

   Family:  $40.00 Single: $30.00  Senior: $25.00 

 I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     
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President‘s 

Report 

2 

Living History 3 

Old News 3 

Jane Irwin 5 

Executive Council 8 

Membership 9 

I r i sh  Par ish  Reg i s ter  Index ing   

The Ontario Genealogical Society Halton-Peel Branch welcomes David R. 

Elliott, a professional genealogical researcher, historian and author of 

Researching your Irish Ancestors at Home and Abroad.  

Sunday, April 28th at 2pm 

Oakville Public Library, 120 Navy Street  

Visitors welcome.  Free admission.   

April 2013 Volume 8, Issue 4 

Welland Canal under 

construction - lock No.4.   

(Credit: Library and Archives 

Canada) 

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

April‘s General Meeting 

will feature a talk on the 

history of the Welland  

Canal by speaker Terry 

Hughes,  Welland historian 

and retired school teacher.  

 

Monday, April 8th, 2013 

Meeting begins at 7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

Coming 

Events: 

 Executive Meeting 

Mon. Apr.1th 7PM 

History Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 

 General Meeting          

Mon. Apr. 8th 7PM   

Centennial Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 
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Alan Harrington 

please show your Burlington pride, answer the 

call and join our team.  There is probably a role 

that is a perfect fit for you.  

But is our voice being heard out there?   

Well, as many people may know, the century-

old Pump House sits lonely on the beach strip.  

This building originally housed the pumps that 

supplied water to the town.  It recently had a 

new roof installed and is currently being used 

for storage. Now I am ‗pumped‘ to hear City 

Hall have received proposals regarding a 

seasonal use for the facility this summer.  The 

point is, after sitting neglected for decades, the 

value in this piece of heritage is being 

recognized. 

If you‘re not sure where the Pump House is… 

one mini-project on our log is an update of our 

popular Walking Tour of Burlington. The 

original pamphlet fell out of date and needs to 

be re-done and posted on our BHS website 

available for printing. In addition, by using 

modern technology, the goal is to convert the 

tour into an ‗app‘ for a smart phone.  ‗Apps‘ are 

out there for everything; over 700,000 at last 

count.  Residents and tourists will download the 

app and take in Burlington‘s historic sights while 

getting a bit of exercise. And if they get tired 

after their walk – well there‘s a nap for that too. 

Best regards 

Alan Harrington 

President’s Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My report begins on a sad note as we recognize 

the passing of Jane Irwin.  Jane was a major force 

in our Historical Society and we already miss 

her and the volume of volunteer work she did.  

A list of her achievements is included further in 

this newsletter and a memorial will be held later 

in the spring. 

This leads me to call out to the members with 

an invitation to join our executive team.  After 

you read about Jane in the next few pages you 

will probably agree it will take a few people to 

carry on in her efforts.  At this time we are in 

urgent need of an Archivist to replace Jane, a 

treasurer, and a Vice President. Our current 

treasurer Brian Ryder will be vacating his 

position this summer when he moves away from 

Burlington after doing an excellent job for us 

over the years.  The books are up-to-date and 

accurate - ready to be handed over to a new 

owner.  My previous role as VP is still open, as 

are positions on committees and projects we 

would love to start working on.  So I ask you to 
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Article & Photographs By Pat Taylor 
 

Along with 249 other people, I attended this 

year‘s Living History Conference, the ―War of 

1812 Bicentennial Symposium.‖  I knew I had 

found the right place – I was greeted by a 

young man in a red military uniform.  Up the  

Liv ing  His tor y  Conference  

stairs I could see others in period costumes. 

Later, I learned the term ‗costume‘ is incorrect 

– it is called a ‗kit.‘ 

Let me back up a year and half.  In the fall of 

2011, I realized that the bicentennial 

commemoration of the War of 1812 was one 

of these ‗once in a lifetime events‘.  For over 

forty years, I have been interested in the 

history – especially the social history – of 

Ontario and other areas of Canada.  I decided 

to take in as many events around this 

commemoration as I could and this symposium 

sounded very interesting.  The hardest part 

was choosing which four sessions, from twenty

-six, to attend. 

The opening keynote was presented by 

(Continued on page 4) 

Group of unidentified men and 

women, linked to the Gallagher 

or Whatmough families,  

finishing a picnic  

Old News  

Burlington Gazette,  

Wed. March 16, 1910 

"A Shredded Wheat Banquet 

will be given in the Methodist 

Church on Thursday evening, 

March 24th, under the auspices 

of the Sunshine Bible class, 

consisting of fifteen young 

ladies, to which the public are 

cordially invited.  Mr. J. Hewitt, 

of Toronto, will have charge of 

the banquet, the menu of 

which is as follows:  Creamed 

Chicken in Shredded Wheat 

Baskets; pickles; cold sliced 

ham; Triscuit and butter; Jell-o 

Fru it  Sandwiches ,  with 

Whipped Cream; Triscuit and 

cheese; Shredded Wheat Ice 

Cream; Huylet‘s Chocolate 

Triscuit; Tea and Coffee.  An 

(Continued on page 8) 

Shredded Wheat  Banquet  

Re-enactors at the Living History Conference 
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Andrew Lambert, Professor of Naval History 

at Kings College, London, England.  He was 

recently seen in the documentary ―War of 

1812‖ broadcast on PBS.  In the ‗big picture,‘ 

the war in Canada was of minor significance 

compared to the war in Europe against 

Napoleon.  (I guess that‘s true, unless you 

lived in Canada and saw your life and 

possessions in peril.)  Since England is an 

island, its economy and survival depended on 

the shipping trade with the West Indies, 

(Continued from page 3) 

Liv ing  His tor y  

South America and the Far East.  With the 

British winning the war in the Atlantic, they 

were able to survive and continue supporting 

the British troops in Canada. 

 I heard from two re-enactors about the food 

rituals of the upper and lower classes of 

people in the Regency Period and how these 

were accommodated (or not) in the garrisons 

and on the march in Upper Canada.  Two 

adaptations:  use of corn in cooking and maple 

syrup as a substitute for sugar. 

A presentation by James Elliot, author of 

‗Strange Fatality: the Battle of Stony Creek‘ 

was a review.  He was the speaker at our 

March 2010 meeting.  One take away 

message: many decisions about battle plans 

were made on the ‗fly.‘  It took three days for 

orders to come from Kingston, the British 

headquarters. 

The session on Regency Etiquette and 

Deportment was well attended.  Surprisingly, 

there were a number of men in attendance.  

But then, this is a ‗Living History Conference‘ 

and the male re-enactors need to know how 

to behave too.  What a lot of rules!!!  The 

term ‗chop house‘ was explained: a male-only 

eatery – mainly for single men of the working 

class. 

My last concurrent session was entitled 

―Vicissitudes and Commotions: Women‘s 

Experiences in the Western Theatre 1812-

1815.‖  On both sides of the border, many 
(Continued on page 7) 

The Living History Conference was held on 

Saturday, March 2nd in Hamilton 
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By Sonia Nicholson 
 

It is with heavy hearts and fond memories that the 

BHS Executive mourns the loss of our colleague and 

friend, Jane Irwin. 

While on paper she was the BHS Director of Digital 

Collections, in reality she wore many more hats!  Jane 

was the driving force behind the archives, while also 

working in the community to save historic properties 

and heritage trees, and being a resource on all things 

‗Burlington history‘.  She was also a visible presence 

of the Friends of Freeman Station.  For her years of 

contributions to the preservation and sharing of the 

history of this city, she received the Queen‘s Jubilee 

Medal last year. 

It is only fitting, then, that Jane is being nominated 

posthumously for the City of Burlington‘s newly 

created Heritage Person of the Year Award. 

Here are some excerpts from the nomination 

submissions so far: 

―Jane Irwin was a long time member of the Burlington 

Historical Society. Until her passing she was the 

Digital Archivist responsible for the large collection of 

historical documents of Burlington history stored at 

the Central Library. Jane was the heart and soul of 

the archives and worked as a volunteer to ensure 

records were organized, catalogued and stored safely 

in order to make the information available to all who 

sought to know more about the history of the people 

of our city.‖  

 ―Jane was always an expert on built heritage in 

Burlington. Home owners who contacted Jane were 

always given whatever information she had to help 

them in their requests […]‖  

Remember ing  Jane  Irwin  

Jane Irwin, Queen's Jubilee Medal 

presentation, 2012 

―Jane constantly championed Burlington's 

Heritage even though there are some people 

who may believe our country's precious 

heritage should be forgotten, ignored or 

demolished. Jane kept herself informed of 

regulations and requirements of what 

constituted Heritage properties in the eyes 

of the regional and provincial governments. 

She was always upgrading her knowledge to 

be able to be prepared to defend the cause 

of Heritage and what it means to the 

community.‖  

 ―In earlier days she taught at Trent. Once 

she was in Burlington full time, local heritage 

and book writing consumed her. She became 

the Archivist at the Burlington Historical 

Society. She worked tirelessly going through 

donations by many residents of Burlington. 

She loved getting articles books papers 

photos anything. She would log them in and 

meticulously file them away. […] She felt it 
(Continued on page 6) 
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was necessary that we accumulate as much as 

possible so that residents would better 

understand the heritage of Burlington and what 

makes us what we are.‖ 

―Jane was also a published author including a book 

about Canadian Cemeteries. At the time of her 

passing she was working on a Gravesite 

Recognition Programme and had recognized the 

local gravesites of 71 veterans of the War of 

1812‖ 

 ―She loved using her Apple computer to upload 

to Halton Images and then to Our Ontario. […] 

She loved doing this. She has uploaded over 4000 

images of Burlington. In fact in the summer of 

2012 she had two volunteers out taking pictures 

of Roseland and Wellington Park. She uploaded 

these and made a slide show for the recent 

Heritage fair.‖  

―Jane recently was part organizer of the 

committee to recognize the ‗Burlington White 

(Continued from page 5) 

Jane  Irwin  

Allview Avenue White Oak, Ontario Heritage 

Tree celebration, 21 October 2011  

Oak Tree‘ - an 300 years old tree which was 

used as a surveyor's benchmark for the original 

plot of land granted to Joseph Brant. The city-

owned oak, now standing by the north shore of 

Burlington Bay on Allview Ave, is possibly 

Canada's oldest living White Oak.‖  

―Jane had opposition to her views. She was one 

of the very few who supported the Heritage 

District in Burlington. She fully understood what 

it would mean and the benefits. She lived inside 

the proposed boundaries. A month ago she 

recounted how she was walking down the street 

and overheard a detractor of the Heritage 

District moan what could they do from having 

people sell their homes to people who just tore 

them down for modern glass structures. She 

knew full well a District would have prevented 

this, but wasn‘t prepared to say ―told you so‖! 

Jane has also butted heads with City staff and 

politicians. She [did it] for the betterment of 

heritage in Burlington, not her own gain. In the 

end many maybe disagreed at times but had 

respect for her knowledge and views.‖ 

―Beyond the Burlington Historical Society, Jane 

Irwin was a driving force in the creation of the 

Friends of Freeman Station. Until her passing, 

Jane was the VP of the not-for-profit organization 

dedicated to the rescue, re-purposing and 

restoration of the 100+ year old railway station 

also known as Burlington Junction.‖ 

―We have lost a tremendous resource to the 

BHS but City alike. I can think of no one else 

more deserving [for] the Heritage Person of 

the Year. We just did not know how lucky we 

were…‖ 
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women‘s diaries, that stated what happened to 

women during the war, have been recovered.  

With their husbands away or killed in the 

conflict, some women actually took up arms.  

Women who appeared strong and didn‘t cry 

were often spared.  One widow, with several 

small children, when she saw the soldiers 

taking the hot coals from the kitchen fire asked 

to speak to the Commanding Officer and 

begged him to spare her buildings.  He agreed 

to spare the house.  Since the barns had been 

used as barracks for the soldiers and the mill 

had provided flour to the enemy, his soldiers 

used those coals to set the structures on fire. 

The closing speaker was Donald Hickey, 

Professor of History at Wayne State College, 

Wayne, Nebraska.  He was recently called ―the 

Dean of 1812 Scholarship‖ by the New Yorker.  

Without notes or visual presentation he 

explained ―The Ten Things Canadians Should 

(Continued from page 4) 

Liv ing  His tor y  Conference  

Know about the War of 1812 But Probably 

Don‘t.‖  A good wrap-up to the symposium. 

As for ‗Living History,‘ I had lunch with a 

female re-enactor.  How interesting.  From her 

I learned that the aim of the living history 

movement is to portray everything as 

authentically as possible.  On a weekend re-

enactment, since not many want to sleep on a 

‗tick mattress‘, air mattresses and sleeping bags 

are allowed BUT must be covered with an 

authentic looking blanket during the day when 

the public is present.  All clothing is well 

researched and appropriate to the role being 

portrayed.  If a battle is being recreated, it is 

scripted based on battle reports.  Women 

support the soldiers by cooking food 

appropriate to the time and place in traditional 

ways.  And children play – like children played. 

An invigorating and exciting conference. I can 

hardly wait to attend the re-enactment of the 

Battle of Stony Creek on June 8th.   

A reminder that 2013 memberships are now 

overdue.  Please renew today and support the 

Burlington Historical Society! 
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Old News  

excellent program will also be 

rendered by the following 

artists: Burl ington Male 

Quartette, Messrs. Larnbahead, 

Br idgman ,  Atk ins ,  and 

McLaughlin; duet Miss Dorothy 

Morden and Master Grant 

Davis; elocutionist, Miss Clara 

Salisbury, Hamilton; address, 

―Natural Food,‖ Mr. J. Hewitt, 

Toronto; dialogue; reading, 

Miss Estella Barlow; paper, 

―thorns in the flesh,‖ by Miss 

(Continued from page 3) 

Dodson; chorus by the class.  As this is the first banquet given by 

the Shredded Wheat company, a cordial invitation is extended to 

everyone to come and enjoy one of the most pleasant evening‘s of 

the season.  Any kindness shown the ladies will be graciously 

appreciated.  Tea served 7 to 8.  Admission 15c. ― 
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Sit t ing  Pretty  

In this issue: 
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Report 

2 

Mystery Photos 3 

Old News 3 

Skyway Bridge 5 

Poetry 6 

Executive Council 7 

Membership 8 

Murdock  Myster ies  Ta lk  

The Oakville Historical Society welcomes Ms. Maureen Jennings, the 

writer of the celebrated "Murdoch Mysteries" TV series — and author of 

many other mysteries — to talk about her work.  Note: Unlike our other 

Speaker's Nights, there is a $5.00 charge. 

Wednesday, May 15, 7:30 pm                                                                

St John's United Church at Dunn and Randall.                                   

Enter by the Randall St. entrance. 

May 2013 Volume 8, Issue 5 

An outhouse set in front of the 

door to the Gazette Printing 

Office, now 370 Brant Street, as a 

Hallowe'en prank, ca. 1910  

T h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

gazette  

May‘s General Meeting will 

feature a talk on the histo-

ry of the toilet, by speaker 

Bev Dietrich,  Curator of 

Guelph Museums. 

 

Monday, May 13th, 2013 

Meeting begins at 7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room Coming 

Events: 

 Executive Meeting 

Mon. May 6th 7PM 

History Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 

 General Meeting          

Mon. May 13th 7PM   

Centennial Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 
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Alan Harrington 

In February, I was allowed the chance to get inside 

the walls as our troupe was invited to perform for 

the inmates undergoing correctional services.  We 

entered the front gate, passed through the metal 

detector security and were then escorted through 

the original 4" thick door to the open courtyard. 

The old grey buildings are protected as heritage 

structures and look unchanged after 180 years. We 

walked past the solitary confinement section that 

holds Canada's most notorious criminals, then along 

a path at the base of the high wall topped with cut-

wire fencing and armed guards. At the back of the 

compound we entered an old blockhouse with an 

indoor gymnasium. Here a stage was set up and we 

performed for the general population, guards and 

staff. It was a great show and the audience was 

captivated. I am not sure of any other entertainers 

being there but I do know Charles Dickens visited in 

1842. Our group may turn out to be the last 

performers as the prison is set to close this summer 

after the inmates have been relocated to other 

institutions. I can understand why the facility needs 

to close as it is near impossible to maintain the 

cobwebbed iron grates, ancient plumbing and stone 

walls ice-cold to the touch. One day when it 

becomes a tourist destination I‘ll show my grandkids 

where ―I did my stint at K-P‖ and who knows – it 

might even beat out Port Hope. 

In local news –with the support of our MPP Jane 

McKenna, I am working to get an Ontario Plaque to 

recognize the "Burlington Races" 1813 Skirmish. 

Ideally near the location of the actual event on the 

shore of Burloak Park in time for its bi-centennial 

this September 28. 

Have a great summer… 

President’s Report  

Having an interest in 

history is a bonus when it 

combines with other 

avenues in one‘s life. In 

addition to the Historical 

Society, I‘m a member of a 

stage performance team 

that recently performed in 

some historic buildings in 

Ontario. 

In March, we were able to get behind the scenes of 

the Capitol Theatre in Port Hope. Built in the 

1930's, it is Canada's last remaining atmospheric 

theatre still in use.  ―Atmospheric‖ meaning the 

interior is built to look like an open blue sky and in 

this case, inside a walled medieval castle court yard. 

Quaint details include hand painted ivy and tiny lights 

in the ceiling that twinkle like stars as the house 

lights fade out. But the real stars are the theatre staff 

who take great pride keeping the 80 year-old place 

running and that carries on to the townsfolk who 

maintain their Main Street heritage. In fact the week 

we performed, the 2013 Readers Digest survey 

named Port Hope as ―Canada's Favorite Tourist 

Destination‖. It was an honour to perform in this 

grand building and at the end of our show I 

congratulated the audience for placing ahead of: 

Quebec City, Vancouver, Niagara and others - 

despite not even having a Canadian Tire in town. 

Further east along the northern shore is Kingston - 

famous for its limestone buildings including ―The 

Pen‖.  

Built by the prisoners in 1835, Kingston Penitentiary 

is one of the world‘s oldest penitentiaries still in use. 
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From The Burlington Historical Society Digital Collections  
 

In an ideal world, donated photographs arrive at the archives 

complete with all of the information about the image: names, 

location, date, photographer, and even related anecdotal 

Myster y  Photographs  

Freeman train station with one of the last steam locomotives to 

stop there [date undetermined]  

stories.  In reality, however, 

many times some — or all! — 

of these details are missing. 

The Burlington Historical 

Society Digital Collections 

database gives us the ability to 

highlight our ―Mysteries‖ and 

to draw on the knowledge of 

our virtual visitors!  To view 

these photographs, go to 

http : / /v i taco l lect ions .ca /

burlingtonhistoricalsociety/

search  and c l ick on 

―Mysteries‖ from the menu 

options on the left.  If you are 

able to fill in any missing 

p ieces ,  c l ick on the 
(Continued on page 4) 

Home and business of Mrs Chas. 

(Henrietta) Parkin at Burlington 

Beach, Parkins Lane, ca 1920 

[detail] 

Old News  

Last month, we featured an 

announcement from the 

Burlington Gazette about an 

event featuring Shredded 

Wheat.  This month, we share 

the review following the 

banquet.  

Wed. March 30, 1910 

"A very delightful banquet was 

given in the Methodist church 

on Thursday evening under the 

auspices of Miss Dodson and 

her young lady pupils, the 

designation being ―The 

sunshine bible class.‖  Mr. J. 

H e w i t t ,  o f  T o r o n t o , 

representing the Shredded 

Wheat Co. together with two 

assistants, superintended the 

menu, while twenty-four young 

lady waitresses in white 

(Continued on page 7) 

Shredded Wheat  Banquet , Par t  2  

http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety/search
http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety/search
http://vitacollections.ca/burlingtonhistoricalsociety/search
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―Comments‖ tab for that image.  You can be 

a photograph detective!   

Even if you come across a photograph that 

already includes all of the pertinent details, 

you can still help; if you have memories or 

stories to add, we would love to hear from 

you!  There are approximately 4,000 

photographs in our database to browse.  

Search by keyword, date range, geographical 

location, and more.   

Finally, if you know someone who remembers 

a lot  about Burlington‘s past but who may 

(Continued from page 3) 

M y s t e r y  P h o t o s  

not be aware of our Digital Collections, 

consider introducing them to it!  Our history 

is built by, and preserved by, the members of 

our community. 

Burlington Historical Society Digital 

Collections is a popular resource, but it takes 

effort to maintain and grow.  The BHS is 

currently looking for a Director of Digital 

Collections to scan photographs, add images 

and descriptions to the database, edit and 

correct existing entries, and monitor 

comments.  If you are interested and/or have 

questions about this role, please contact a 

member of the BHS Executive. 

Unidentified family, second, third and fourth generations  

Do you have a Burlington story to share?  Send it to:       

newsletter@burlingtontonhistoricalsociety.ca 

mailto:newsletter@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca
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By Sonia Nicholson 
 

Back in 1958, the Burlington-Hamilton rivalry was 

alive and well.  The bone of contention?  The naming 

of the Skyway Bridge.  As reported in Milton‘s 

Canadian Champion newspaper of October 9, 1958, 

then-Premier Frost had just announced that the 

Skyway would be named ―Burlington Bay Skyway‖.  In 

order to share this news, the Jaycees, Burlington 

Junior Chamber of Commerce, decided to put up a 

large sign near the entrance of the Skyway displaying 

the new official name for all to see.  The group, 

however, met with opposition from four OPP 

constables, a corporal, and a bridge commissionaire. 

Undeterred, the group found a way to circumvent the 

requirement to have a special permit to enter the 

bridge.  The article reports: ―Next step was to 

borrow step ladders from the bridge construction 

company near the old Department of Highways sign, 

displaying the name ‘Burlington Beach Skyway‘, at the 

canal, and put their own sign with the proper name 

right across it.‖ 

Skyway Br idge  

Aerial view showing Q.E.W. & Hwy. 25 with 

Skyway Bridge, June 1967  

Back in Hamilton, however, officials were 

unhappy with the new name, and were quick 

to express their displeasure publicly.  The 

Hamilton Chamber of Commerce, 

represented by its President Wilfred R. 

Carter, sent the following telegram to 

Premier Leslie Frost and all members of the 

Provincial Cabinet: 

―Citizens of Hamilton highly resent rumored 

proposal to name new skyway bridge 

‗Burlington Skyway‘ or ‗Burlington Bay 

Skyway‘ stop  Name should be ‗Hamilton 

Skyway‘ for following reasons stop  Entire 

bridge and all its raised approaches from 

both sides completely within limits of City of 

Hamilton stop  No part of same in Town of 

Burlington stop  Name of Burlington Bay 

officially changed to ‗Hamilton Harbour‘ 

almost forty years ago by order-in-council of 

Province of Ontario approved by the 

Lieutenant Governor of August first one 

thousand nine hundred and nineteen stop  
(Continued on page 6) 

Burlington Skyway, 1997  
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Chamber members and many other citizens 

alarmed at prospect of Governments [sic] 

unfairness and misleading action in naming skyway 

after a municipality in which no part of same 

located or after a body of water no longer in 

existence.‖ 

Ultimately, in the case of naming the bridge, 

Burlington came out the winner.  The official 

name became ―Burlington Bay, James N. Allan 

Skyway Bridge‖.  As for the general feeling 

between the two cities, however, the rivalry may 

never fully be over!   

(Editor‘s Note: For more information, see From 

Pathway to Skyway Revisited : The Story of Burlington.  

Copies are available from the Society.  To share 

additional information, stories and/or records, 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  a t 

archivist@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca.)  

(Continued from page 5) 

Skyway  

Claire Emery, James Packer, Lloyd Berryman  

and Barbara Ford looking at a map in  

From Pathway to Skyway, 1967 

 

As this is the last edition of the BHS Gazette 

until the fall, we share with you a poem by a 

Burlington resident which celebrates summer. 

   June 

June is an oriole‘s nest, 

   Hanging from yonder limb, 

June, a robin in the rain, 

   Singing his evening hymn. 

Ever a garden of flowers, 

   Colour where‘er we tread 

Lilac, lily and rose 

   And the poppy, flaming red. 

 

Bush after bush of spirea, 

   From beauty‘s endless store, 

Bending low with blossoms, 

   Like fountains brimming o‘er. 

Sounding a note of praise, 

   With all created things, 

   Promise of Spring fulfilled – 

   June gives a poet wings. 

 

From ‗A Book of Poems‘  

By Phyllis P. Donkin  

1902-1985 

Poetr y  o f  the  Past  

mailto:archivist@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca
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Greeting Cards — Anne Wingfield  

Heritage Burlington Representatives — Rick Wilson 

and James Clemens  

Newsletter Editor — Sonia Nicholson 

Century Buildings Committee — Pat Taylor 

Programs — Ken Davy  

 

Convenors  

Promotion / Display Team — Judy McNairn  

Publications — Judy McNairn  

Publicity — Dave Morris and Ken Davy  

Telephone Committee — Iris Davy  

Web Site — Dave Morris     

Pres. Alan Harrington  905 319 4277  1st Vice Pres.  TBA 

2nd Vice Colin Morley  905 634 1477  Secretary Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 

Treasurer TBA     Past Pres. Les Armstrong  905 637 2270  

Archivist Sonia Nicholson 289-337-8156 

Burlington Historical Society Executive  

Old News  

managed the tables to the 

satisfaction of the crowd.  Mr. 

Hewitt‘s purpose was to 

demonstrate the value and 

adaptability of Shredded 

Wheat as an article of diet.  

The popular menu contained: - 

Creamed chicken on Shredded 

wheat, cold ham, pickles, 

shredded wheat triscuit with 

butter and McLaren‘s cheese, 

jelly of fruit with whipped 

cream, ice cream with Kellog‘s 

(Continued from page 3) 

shredded wheat chocolate; tea and coffee. 

   Nearly five hundred persons enjoyed the unique banquet.  

There where twelve tables and each table had two waitresses.  

The tables were nicely decorated with a shower of plants and 

cupid‘s hearts, all of which went to make a very pleasing effect 

and showed that considerable care had been exercised by the 

ladies in charge.  The waitresses looked charming in their 

appropriate gowns, and served the tables in an excellent manner. 

   A good programme was prepared, but owing to the length of 

the time the banquet took, the program was curtailed.  However 

a portion was given: - Selections by male quartette; readings, Miss 

Salisbury and Miss Barlow; address on ―Natural Food,‖ Mr. 

Hewitt.  The balance of the program that was prepared but not 

given was: - Paper ―Thorns in the flesh,‖ Miss Dodson; solo, Mr. 

Aitkins; duet, Miss Dorothy Morden and Mr. Grant Davis; 

chorous, by the class. 
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Sept.’s. General Meeting will 

feature a talk on the history 

of the 1780 ship H.M.S. 

Ontario by Ray Peacock. 

Monday, Sept. 9th, 2013 

Meeting begins at 7:00PM 

Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 

Coming 

Events: 

 Executive 

Meeting 

Tuesday 

Sept. 3rd 

7PM History 

Room 

Burlington 

Central 

Library 

 

ONTARIO was built to defend the lakes against American invasion during 

the War of Independence, when Britain was vulnerable to attack on it’s 

border with the emerging nation.  In his illustrated presentation of the 

background to the ships design and construction on Lake Ontario, entitled 

“Ontario-Lost and Found” Ray Peacock provides some insight into her 

tragic loss. He then describes the search and discovery of her in the deep 

waters of the lake. Displaying the model, ray goes on to describe its 

construction and several modifications required to produce what is 

described as the definitive Admiralty-style model of “Ontario”  

MILTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNIVERSARY 

On September 10th the MHS will celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 

opening of the restored Waldie Blacksmith Shop. 
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Alan Harrington 

was a gift from the King. These are significant 

because the Historical Society was 

instrumental in securing them for display at 

the Brant Museum.  Thayendanegea is Brant’s 

Iroquois name which translates as “two sticks 

joined together”. 

The original portrait hangs at the 

National Art Gallery  in Ottawa and is often 

mentioned by visitors as their favourite piece 

at the museum - making it an ideal image to 

use. 

Along the bottom of the banner is a 

Burlington map from our archives of 1877, a 

time when our village had three piers reaching 

into the lake.  Part of the map is Brant’s 

original land grant and at the left – we 

sketched a little X near the location of the 

Heritage White Oak. This is a small tribute to 

the late Jane Irwin whose efforts helped have 

that tree recognized.   

Completing the design is our name at 

the top and our BHS logo in the centre.  

Target date for the finished product 

was Brant Day at LaSalle Park where it was 

unfurled for the first time with positive 

feedback.  The timing was right too, as 2013 

marks the 200th anniversary of the painter 

Berczy’s death (1748 - 1813). 

The visual design came together very 

well but did it meet the criteria of portability 

and easy set up?  Yes. The frame is a pair of 

crossed fiber rods weighing about one pound 

and basically the cloth fabric poster is gently 

stretched over the “Two Sticks Bound 

Together”. 

President’s Report  

F or many years our 

Historical Society 

has been out in the 

community promoting 

B u r l i n g t o n ’ s  r i c h 

heritage.   Typically our 

table is set up with 

books, DVD’s, other 

presentation materials 

and a volunteer or two. 

Lately we have even offered a computerized 

slide show. What was needed though was a 

way to announce who we are and capture 

peoples’ attention to draw them to our booth.   

The challenge was to create an eye-catching 

banner that could be easily set up and 

transported. A simple design with just our 

name, logo, perhaps a town map and feature a 

famous Burlington icon.  

Our most famous icon is undoubtedly 

Joseph Brant.  He was a very worldly person 

having met both King George III and George 

Washington (although not at the same time).  

For his service to the British during the 

Revolutionary War he was granted a plot of 

land that became downtown Burlington.    

We chose an image of Brant from a 

painting “Thayendanegea” by (German born) 

Canadian artist William von Moll Berczy in 

1807.   Painted in the final year of Brant’s life, 

it shows our hero standing tall, facing left 

while his arm stretches out to his right.  Along 

with a scarlet blanket, he sports his powder 

horn and Gorget - a silver piece of regalia that 
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A Man Called Bobby  

Submitted by Heather Mace 

M elville Marks (Bobby) Robinson, the man 

best known in Burlington today for having 

a high school named after him, was born in 1888 in 

Peterborough, leaving school at the age of 14 to 

start a 25 year career in journalism.  Starting as an 

office boy in the circulation department at 

Toronto World newspaper, he worked his way up 

to sports editor at the Hamilton Spectator. 

 He took leading roles in important aspects 

of Burlington’s early history, sitting on enough 

organization boards in the athletic, educational and 

agricultural sectors to fill up three or four 

lifetimes. 

 In 1920, Robinson bought a 23-acre farm 

on Maple Avenue in Burlington, growing fruits and 

vegetables.    He was committed to the agricultural 

community where he either founded or was an 

executive board member of many organizations 

including the Ontario Fruit and Vegetable 

Growers, the Ontario Food Council, the Canadian 

Horticultural Council, and the Ontario Food 

Terminal.   He was inducted into the Ontario 

Agriculture Hall of Fame in 1984. 

 Although he quit school at 14, he 

eventually became the first chair of the 

amalgamated school board in Burlington in 1958.  

He served on all the boards and was chairman of 

the Burlington High School Board, the Burlington 

Board of Education (combined board) and the 

Hamilton Board of Education. 

 As chairman of the steering committee of 

1955, Robinson was instrumental in formulating 

the plan that would later result in the opening of 

Joseph Brant Memorial in 1961.  Additionally, he 

was the first chair of the Burlington Confederation 

Centennial Committee in 1963. 

 It was in the area of athletics that Bobby 

Robinson demonstrated his leadership ability on an 

international scale. In 1927, he recognized there 

was a lack of competitive venues for Canadian 

runners to develop into top athletes.  Looking to 

the 1911 Empire Festival for precedent, the 

concept of a British Empire Games was born and 

he designated Hamilton for the inaugural event. 

 He was the manager of the Canadian track 

and field contingent at the 1928 Amsterdam 

Olympic Games and 

while there, he peddled 

the idea of a British 

Empire Games.  He found 

support from all except, 

i ron ica l l y ,  Eng land .  

Through his powers of 

persuasion, he was able 

to convince Lord Derby, 

head of British athletics, 

to participate.  The 

British Empire Games 

went from a concept to 

reality. 

 Back home, the political will was found to 

build the required Civic Stadium (later called the 

Ivor Wynne Stadium) and a municipal swimming 

pool (now named Jimmy Thompson Pool) at a cost 

of $160,000. 

 The first British Empire Games were held 

in 1930 and have now evolved into what is the 

current-day Commonwealth Games.  Robinson 

continued as team manager of the games of 1934 

in London and 1938 in Australia; he also managed 

the Canadian Olympic team in Los Angeles in 

1932. 

 In recognition of his contribution to local 

and international sports, Robinson was inducted 

into the Canadian Sports Hall of Fame in the 

1950s. 

 After a lifetime of leadership, he died in 

1974 at age 86. 

 

Bobby at the  first Empire 

Games 
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Myster y  Photos  

Member Alan Norton identified the three generations of his family in last issues Mystery 

photo. Thank you Alan for solving the mystery. 

 

There are other Photo in the digital collection which are not adequately identified. If you see 

inaccuracies or missing identifications on any of the photos in our digital collection please post 

a  comment with your observations or corrections to the information shown.  

 

The collection can be viewed at  www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 

Do you have a Burlington story to share?  Send it to:       

newsletter@burlingtontonhistoricalsociety.ca 

 

mailto:newsletter@burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca
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S k y w a y  B r i d g e  

Can you identify this photo? 

Send your answer to the editor 

 

 

Caldwell History Prize Winner 

Kyle Daines a graduating student at Nelson High 

School was the recipient of the Caldwell History 

Prize for 2013. The prize awarded to the graduating 

student with the highest marks in History is warded 

annually by the Burlington Historical Society. 

Les Armstrong presented Kyle with his certificate 

and cheque at the commencement ceremony held 

in June. 

Mystery Photo 
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By Pat Taylor 

  The muskets cracked.  The canons 

boomed.  The smoke swirled.  The drums rat-a-ta-

tated. And I had a re-enactor explaining what was 

happening.  Where was I?  I was at the re-

enactment of the Battle of Stoney Creek.  What 

another interesting day!!! 

  As some of you may recall, in March 

I attended the Living History Conference, the “War 

of 1812 Bicentennial Symposium.”  While there I 

decided that I would attend this re-enactment.  But 

first I needed to check out Battlefield Park, tour the 

Gage House and read up about this battle.  I spent a 

very interesting afternoon at the park and since I 

was the only one there, got a private tour of the 
Gage Home.  What a horrible time it must have 

been for the family to be locked in the basement 

while the battle took place. 

 Re-enactment day presented a very different 

scene.  Small white tents covered the front lawns – 

tents of the British forces on one side of the creek; 

Americans on the other side.  We were encouraged 

to wander through these encampments to see what 

daily life for the soldiers would have been like.  

Soldiers did their ‘soldiering;’ the wives went about 

their daily activities and the children did children 

things.  We got to see the differences in the 

accommodation between the commanding officers 

and enlisted men.  On the lawn behind the Gage 

House, the First Nations and militia went about 

their daily activities. 

 Suddenly, marching music came from the far 

side of the creek, so off I went to investigate.  

British soldiers were drilling.  Seemingly, they did 

that a lot.  Beyond them there were more tents.  

This was set aside for one-of-a-kind merchants 

catering to the needs of the re-enactors.  I’m sure 

like all hobbyists, they are always looking for one 

more thing to complete their ‘kit.’  A military 

surgeon had a tent too with his instruments.  He 

was most accommodating in answering questions 

about their use – mainly for amputation.  And, by 

the way, he is looking for nurse. 

 The regiment requires one decent sober 

 woman nurse who shall receive one 

 shilling per day, whose duty will be to 

 prepare the slops and comforts 

 for the sick and occasionally to  

 assist in administrating medicines, 

 Cooking the victuals, washing etc. 

 By now, it was time for a quick picnic lunch, 

and then to find a good place to view the battle.  I 

was lucky enough to find a spot near an area set 

aside for photographers.  And in this area was a 

young man who was a re-enactor.  Since the unit 

he belonged to did not take part in this battle he 

was assigned to document it with his camera.  Until 

things got really started, he was most eager and 

excited to explain to me what was about to occur.  

What a colourful scene as the participants 
marched onto the field for the Opening 

Ceremonies.  My guide pointed out the differences 

in the uniforms and what they signified. 

 Formalities completed, the armies 

separated, British and their supporters to my left, 

Americans to my right and soon the battle began.  

The muskets cracked.  The canons boomed.  The 

smoke swirled. The drums rat-a-ta-tated. My 

private interpreter informed me that since the 

soldiers couldn’t hear orders being shouted drums 

were used to give commands. And a running 

commentary over a loud speaker system kept 

every informed of what was happening on the field. 

 As someone who is interested in social 

history, I found this to be a very interesting and 

(Continued on page 7) 

JUNE 1ST, 2013 
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educational day.  I don’t think it was 

glorifying ‘war’ but portraying a very 

important time in the history of Canada.  

And to bring this fact home, at the end of 

the battle, a lament was played to honour 
those men on both sides of the conflict who 

had perished in the battle.  Those who had 

(Continued from page 6) ‘died’ arose and joined the others standing at 

attention with their hats off while the lament 

was played.  A very moving moment. 

 Next year I’m going to try to get there 

earlier so I can spend more time in the 

encampments to learn more about the social 

history of that time. 

**** 
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On the night of March 24, 1944, 80 Commonwealth 

airmen crawled through a 336-foot-long tunnel and 

slipped into the forest beyond the wire of Stalag Luft 

III, a German POW compound near Sagan, Poland. The 

event became known as "The Great Escape," an 

intricate breakout more than a year in the making, 

involving as many as 2,000 POWs working with 

extraordinary co-ordination, intelligence, and daring. 

Yet within a few days, all but three of the escapees 

were recaptured. Subsequently, fifty were murdered, 

cremated, and buried in a remote corner of the prison 

camp.  

But most don’t know the real story behind The Great Escape. Now, on the 

eve of its 70th anniversary, Ted Barris writes of the key players in the escape 

attempt, those who got away, those who didn't, and their families at home. 

Barris marshals groundbreaking research into a compelling firsthand account. 

For the first time, The Great Escape: A Canadian Story retells one of the 

most astonishing episodes in WWII directly through the eyes of those who 

experienced it. 

Due to 

Thanksgiving on 

Monday  

October  14th the 

General meeting 

will be held 

Monday October 

7th            

 

The long awaited move of the historic 

Freeman Station took place on September 

10th. See page five page 5    



 

  

Alan Harrington 

adult objects? So my #4 and #5 items were a 

plastic bunny and a little heart. There is an 

abundance of rabbits in town and we can 

always use a little heart.  The artist invites us 

to look at and touch the objects on the 

sculpture as the items touched most often will 

shine the brightest. 

 In the May President’s report – I was 

seeking a marker to recognize the "Burlington 

Races Naval Skirmish of Sept 28 1813”.  I am 

pleased to report the city is planning to unveil 

the “Battle of Lake Ontario” interpretive panel 

on the 200th anniversary of the event. The 

presentation will be done at Spencer Smith 

Park as a featured part of the Doors Open 

program for the day.  The Historical Society 

sponsors a prize donation for Doors Open 

Burlington.   

 And finally after so much time, it was a 

thrill to witness the Freeman Station get moved 

from its temporary fire hall location, to the 

new site a few yards away.  In a clearing 

nestled among a few trees, the new home suits 

the station very well.  More work will be 

required of course to get the building ready to 

accept visitors; and this starts with the 

installation of the basement. In the meantime a 

lot of progress has been made and I’m glad to 

see our Burlington history proudly going on 

display. 

President’s Report  
 As 2013 winds down, 

allow me to update a few 

items from earlier this 

year.  The March 

newsletter indicated… a 

public sculpture by 

Canadian artist Peter 

Powning will go in front 

of the Performing Arts 

Centre.  Entitled Spiral 

Stela, it is a steel obelisk 

wrapped with a bronze ribbon of impressions 

aptly named “Cultural Mulch”.  I met with the 

artist to share items of our early history: 

strands of wheat and a railway spike. Grain 

was one of Burlington’s earliest crops and the 

railway was certainly an important part of our 

community. He was impressed (and 

coincidentally the objects were too) 

 Hoping our history would be 

represented artistically, it was wonderful to see 

these selections in the finished product at the 

unveiling on August 23 2013.  In addition to 

the wheat and railway spike, about 200 

individual items were molded into the 

sculpture including: a spoon and silver dollar 

from Mr. Freeman, opera glasses, wooden 

shoes, a trumpet and more.  Here is a bit of the 

thought process I used when selecting my 

items. Wheat is a Canadian icon as well as a 

basic ingredient for bread, so to “tie” together 

wheat, bread, old and new, I brought a bread-

tie (a “little square plastic thing”).  The artist 

thought that concept went with the grain and 

that’s where he put it.  Next, assuming most 

donors would bring coins, medals, belt 

buckles, keys and the like - I wondered what 

could be the total opposite of such cold, hard 
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MY INDIAN FRIENDS 

E very year about May, my father 

would write Chief David Jack to 

arrange for fruit pickers for the season. David 

would line up about 30 to 40 to arrive at 

strawberry time, usually June 20 or thereabouts, 

and they would mostly stay for 6 weeks to pick 

all the small fruits. Then the women would go to 

the canning factories in the district for tomato, 

peach and pear work, while some of the men 

would stay on at the farm for tree fruit picking.

  

 The Indians came from the Six Nations 

Reserve near Brantford, and as the name states, 

they were from 6 tribes -- Onongagos, Mohawks, 

Delawares, Cayugas, Senecas and Truskaroras 

[sic]. They were generally a fine people with an 

easy living, non-worrying philosophy of life. 

Strong family people and very loyal to their 

fellows. What few bad habits they had, were 

mostly picked up from their white friends. They 

were good farm workers and seemed to naturally 

fit into working of the good earth and production 

(Continued on page 6) 

The following is an excerpt from “Memories” 

by Murray Fisher. A copy of which is in our 

archives 

Fisher Farms families of worker from the Six Nations Reserve 
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Do you have a Burlington story to share?  Send it to:       

newsletter@burlingtontonhistoricalsociety.ca 

Halloween in Years Gone By 

A  report of events on Halloween night, taken 

from the Gazette printed in 1905. 

 Hal loween was 

fairly well celebrated 

in the village on 

Tuesday night. In the 

early part of the 

evening old and 

y o u n g  w o m e n 

paraded the streets in 

various costumes, 

while small boys 

d i r e c t e d  t h e i r 

attention to ringing 

door bells, removing 

gates and other 

pranks. It is said that shortly after eleven o’clock the 

older boys began operations, and their work was 

much in evidence this (Wednesday)  morning. An 

outhouse was placed in front of the Bon Ton barber 

shop, all kinds of truck was placed on the veranda of 

the Hotel Raymond, and another building laid on the 

road. Coming down the street next quite noticeable 

was part of a rig on top of George Allen’s verandah, 

and the door barricaded with a buggy top, boards etc. 

Another out building was jammed in the door-way of 

Mr. B.B. Hick’s jewelry store, and Dr. Patterson’s 

dentist signs tacked on it. Slater Shoes hanger 

completed the decorations. The watering cart was 

also run up against the door of W. Kerns & Co.’s 

store. It is reported a large number of outbuildings 

were turned over throughout the village.  

Name The Dogs Contest 

I n September of 1907, Mr. Frank Easterbrook be-

came owner of “two very fine begal hound pups”. 

He decided to promote a contest to secure popular 

names for the canines, and in the Burlington Gazette 

and Halton Chronicle as the local newspaper was then 

called, offered to give a prize of a choice box of bon 

bons. The contest was open only to ladies. Contestant 

were requested to send their answers to the Gazette not 

later than Tuesday next, the Gazette being published on 

Wednesday. 

 The following week the contest was extended 

for a period of one more week, when it would defi-

nitely close. 

 Wednesday the 25 of September a list of names 

were listed in the paper and Frank Easterbrook would 

announce the winner in the October 2 issue. Some of 

the names suggested were; Molly & Polly, Winnie & 

Minnie (the most entries), Goodness & Mercy, Rex & 

Ronald, Mikalder & Ratshot etc. 

 On Monday October 1st the judges for Frank 

Easterbrook’s dog naming contest handed out their de-

cision. The names selected for the 

hounds were Molly & Polly, hav-

ing been suggested by Miss A. 

Taylor, of Burlington, who was 

the lucky winner of the prize of a 

c h o i c e box of 

bon bons.    

 
Frank Easterbrook 
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of food. Great enthusiasts for sport, especially 

b a s e b a l l  a n d  l a c r o s s e . 

 They played croquet on our farm in a 

professional manner, as I have never seen it done 

elsewhere, on a dirt court which they made [as] 

level as a billiard table, and packed hard. They 

played seriously, and I have seen over 100 Indians 

from neighbouring farms watching the game on a 

S u n d a y .  

 I had many friends among the boys with 

whom I played and worked, but only a few ever 

stayed and went to school at Fisher's Corners. I 

always admired them for their knowledge of 

natural things. Not only were they observant, but 

much of their education came from their elders 

orally. I remember one boy telling me how to dig 

out a den of skunks without getting sprayed, and 

they showed me how to catch rabbits with snares. 

They knew much that did not come from books, 

and I am sure that this oral traditional teaching has 

had much to do with holding Indian tribes and 

f a m i l i e s  t o g e t h e r . 

 Old Louis died one summer [1902] when I 

was seven. All the Indians in the Burlington area 

came to our place this hot summer night for the 

funeral. I was afraid, but I was anxious to see and 

hear what would happen. Not being encouraged to 

enter, I gazed through a crack in the door and saw a 

memorable sight. The deceased lay in a plain pine 

box near a table piled high with bread and other 

food, maybe 200 loaves. The head man gave an 

eulogy, I presume, and then began a chant, dancing 

around the corpse until he nearly collapsed. The 

rhythm of the chant was picked up by another, and 

others followed in the same manner. I did not wait 

to see the end, as I was supposed to be home in 

(Continued from page 3)My Indian Friends New Town Truck. 

It took several years for the city to finalise the 

construction of our new pier. In times gone by 

things happened with much more expediency as 

noted in this article from the Burlington Gazette in 

1937  

 When it comes to speed and quick 

decisions the local town council must be handed 

the championship “mug”. Last Thursday the civic 

daddies decided to purchase a new truck, 

providing the water commission, composed of 

Mayor Harris, Reeve Allan, Deputy Reeve Blair 

and Councillor Frank Galloway conferred with 

water commissioner Edmond Holtby. The truck 

was decided upon, cost to be split fifty-fifty. On 

Saturday the truck was ordered and bright and 

early Monday afternoon it was delivered with the 

inscription, Town of Burlington in gold letters on 

both doors of the cab. The tree-quarter-ton truck 

was purchased at a cost of $717, less the amount 

allowed for the old machine.  

 

Check out  our web page at 

http://www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca/ 
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May’s Mystery Photo 

 

 

 

 

 

Two people responded to the May issues 

mystery photo. They both identified the old 

radial car, but only one had the proper location, 

The car was about to cross the bridge over the 

12 Mile Creek (Bronte Creek) not the 16 Mile 

Creek (Oakville Creek). The winner was. 

Peggy Large, 

This month’s  Mystery 

Photo 

What is the event taking place pictured in this 

old Burlington Post Card? 
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Coming Events: 

Executive Meeting 

Monday Nov. 4th 7 

PM History Room 

Burlington Central 

Library 

 

Waterdown 

Book Fair 

November 9 

St. James United 

Church  

306 Parkside Dr. 

 

November’s 

General Meeting 

November 11th 

7 PM 

Central Library 

All are welcome 

From  the Burlington Gazette 3 Aug. 1938 

Wilbert J. Smith of Chatham, Purchases 

Williamson’s Funeral Service (and) took 

possession on Monday (1 Aug). Wilbert 

Smith has been associated with Campbell's 

Funeral Services, Chatham for the past 10 

years. He secured his embalmer's 

certificate and licence at Toronto on Oct 

28, 1930. 

Miss Jeanette Smith, his sister who was 

associated with Campbell's for the past 5 

years and is a licensed embalmer, will be 

her brother’s assistant.  

Book Launch 
In this issue 

President’s report 2 

Local Theatre     3 

What Happened to 

Bessy’s                 4 

Oct. Mystery        5    

Don Smith            6    

Executive             7 

Membership         8 

Join us on November 11th when Burlington Mayor Rick 

Goldring helps launch the new book  “Celebrating 75 Years of 

Burlington”. The book written by Craig Richie and 

commissioned by Smith’s Funeral Homes traces the 75 years of 

Burlington’s history from 1938 to 2013. Using photos and 

resident’s memories, Mr. Richie has brought the past alive.  

Mr. Don Smith will be our guest 

speaker for the evening with a Power 

Point presentation to entertain us. At 

the conclusion of the evening those 

present will be favoured with 

celebration cake and a copy of the 

book. 



 

  

Alan Harrington 

name Burlington was in a 1792 Royal 

Proclamation naming the west end of Lake 

Ontario “Burlington Bay”. So is our city 

named after England’s seaside East 

Yorkshire town of Bridlington after all?  You 

can check Tim’s full article at: 

h t t p : / /ww w.b ur l in g tonf reep res s . co m/

article/20130921/LIVING20/309210018/City-

name-Burlington-seemingly-everywhere-its-

origin-uncertain 

 Members are encouraged to check our 

large collection and read the articles.  This is 

your Historical Society too and we welcome 

suggestions for program speakers, special 

projects, fundraising and volunteering. If you 

have old photos, family letters or stories 

about Burlington, we want to hear from 

you.  Please email them in. 

 Coming up, 2014 should be another 

interesting year. For one thing, it will mark 

the 100th anniversary of the beginning of the 

Great War.  We do not have a meeting in 

December but will return in January with a 

bang. That reminds me, I need to get back to 

the TV news team. 

 Take care everyone - enjoy the holiday 

season and we’ll see everyone back safely in 

the new year. 

President’s Report  

I  received a couple of 

emails recently from 

people who visited our 

w e b s i t e  s e e k i n g 

information.  Mr. Tim 

Johnson, a reporter for 

V e r m o n t  U S A ’ s 

“Burlington Free Press” 

was asking if we knew 

w h e r e  t h e  n a m e 

B u r l i n g t o n  c a m e 

from.  He was writing a 

newspaper article on the topic and so we 

provided him with what we had. Another 

email from CHCH News asked about a 

WWII hand grenade found in Kernscliff Park 

during a cleanup in October. 

 These two inquiries demonstrate how 

important it is for us to maintain a vibrant 

website. Our member and webmaster Dave 

Morris advises our site has been visited tens 

of thousands of times since we began.  We 

want to be able to share our large archive 

collection, photos, news and events on-

line.  As technology progresses it means we 

need to update our system for visitors 

especially those with Smartphones; and also 

make maintenance easier for the web-team 

who upload the content and keep it bug free. 

Therefore, we are currently in process of 

refreshing our on-line presence.   The same 

content will be kept and organized with a 

cleaner layout to align with our four main 

strengths: Archives, Program, Outreach and 

Special Projects.  Most recently for Doors 

Open Burlington, we added three verbal 

histories that can be called up by a QR code 

(the crossword puzzle icon for cellphones), 

and our next initiative is to post short 

videos.   

 And we can post Mr. Johnson’s article 

where he details how 30+ North American 

“Burlingtons” derived their name. 

Apparently the earliest Canadian use of the 
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She Stoops To Conquer 

 The Comedy “She Stoops to Conquer” 

which was presented under the auspices of the 

Public Library by local talent in the town hall 

on Friday evening last, proved to be one of the 

best entertainments ever given in this village.  

The hall was crowded to the doors, and 

everyone expressed satisfaction  with the play, 

which was so ably presented.  All the artists 

took their parts well, and reflected great credit 

upon themselves. 

 Mr. C. N. Murphy (Mr. Hardcastle) 

never played a character in which he so 

completely filled all the requirements of the 

part.  He made a splendid old English 

gentleman, overflowing with bounteous 

hospitality, but sudden and quick in quarrel, 

when he fancied himself insulted at his own 

hearth.  Miss K. Langan (Mrs. Hardcastle) 

made a very able representative of her 

character.  The most exacting critic could find 

no fault in her admirable rendition of the fond, 

foolish mother – so ridiculous, and yet so 

natural.  Mr. L. Sykes (Young Marlow) gave a 

fine personation of this very difficult character. 

He was equally good as the insolent fop, and the 

timid young gentleman; voice, facial 

expression, attitude were alike excellent. 

 C. Grainger (Tony Lumpkin) who is 

always popular with the Burlington audiences, 

played his part in his usual able manner.  He 

was original, and his many pranks and jokes 

kept the audience in good humor.  Miss Fannie 

Cline (Miss Neville) performed her part with 

refinement and excellence, characteristic of the 

personation.  She was efficient and capable in 

every detail.  Miss Katie Graham (Miss 

Hardcastle) made a pleasing appearance, her 

great good sense, her keen appreciation of the 

situation, and her style of carrying on the joke 

was exquisitely  portrayed.  K. Allen (Hastings) 

filled his character to perfection, and displayed 

his abilities as “the right man in the right place.” 

A. A. McGibbon (Sir Charles Marlow) made a 

good English gentleman, and fulfilled his duties 

ably and well.  Mr. H. R. Rowsome, Stingo the 

landlord made a typical old English inn-keeper, 

and his appearance on stage was the occasion of 

hearty applause.  Mr. W. Gilbert made good as 

the stolid Diggory, and his comic manouvers 

brought forth much laughter and applause.  Mr. 

E. P. Moore played the part of a lounger in the 

inn, and pleased the audience with his antics.  

The evenings entertainment was such an 

unqualified success, it is hoped the artists will 

favour our citizens with another play before the 

season closes. They would be assured of a 

crowded house, and their efforts would be 

appreciated. 

(Learn about the players on page 6) 

Local Theater 1914 

Burlington Gazette Jan. 1914 

Burlington’s Town Hall circa 1927 
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What ever happened to Bessy’s 

For many years Bessy’s Inn sat on the high cliff 

overlooking the Grindstone Creek. The roadway 

leading to the inn was on the #2 highway just before 

the bridge crossing the creek. The Inn had a large 

ball room which was used for special occasions and 

many weddings.  

 Some time in the 1940s the property and Inn 

were purchased by the Royal Botanical Gardens and 

the Inn would for a while be the headquarters of 

RBG. 

 But prior to that it had a very significant part 

to play in the history of the area and some of its 

inhabitants. 

 In 1946, just after the end of World War 2 

the RBG rented the building to McMaster 

University who rented out accommodations to 

returning veterans with wives, who were taking 

advantage of the government program of a free 

education. 

 The building’s name was changed at this time 

to Rock Garden Lodge. We have little information 

about Bessy’s but thanks to Peggy Kitchen we have a 

first hand account of life at Rock Garden Lodge. 

“Rock Garden Lodge” 

Rock Garden Lodge was leased from R.B.G. 

by McMaster University 1946 - ? (We left after 

graduation 1951) and rented to returning vets of 

W.W. ll, who were married with children. 

  They were all 2 room apartments,- 3 floors 

of them, with the following exception. Two of these 

apartments on the second floor were occupied by 

newly appointed director of the R.B.G., Les. Laking 

and  wife Barbara, and Ray Halward and wife Kay, 

R.B.G. gardeners.  They had no children. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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A very large room (ballroom ?) on the 

ground floor was a “haven” for these University 

students to use as a great place to study.  Each 

student had his own little “niche” along the wall 

where his desk and make-shift bookcase held the 

secrets of these hopeful Einsteins and 

Schweitzers.  No children played in this 

hallowed hall and the “midnight oil sometimes 

burned all night! 

Very occasionally a party would be held 

in this room, beginning with a pot-luck supper.  

The very large commercial kitchen housed 

refrigeration units in which  we each had a shelf 

or two.  There was a large stove here and one 

Beatty washing machine. 

Since no one owned a car (except the 

Lakings), the guys stood out at the road and 

waited for the Canada Coach bus to come along, 

or hitch–hiked.  We the spouses, were able to 

baby-sit for each other and take evening courses 

at “Mac” or shop at Eatons bargain basement. 

Many successful teachers, ministers, 

businessmen and scientists had their humble 

beginnings at the big “white house” …Rock 

Garden Lodge. 

Personal Notes: 

 My husband and I had two little boys 

ages two and one, in 1946.  In 1949 we added 

another son to our little apartment at “The 

Lodge”.  Needless to say, bunk- beds, a little cot, 

and a double bed made our bedroom very cosy. 

 Our rent was minimal.  University 

education was free (to vets) - - we had a D.V.A. 

pension (Dept. of Veterans Affairs).  We were 

(Continued from page 4) 
young, healthy and had beautiful children and 

wonderful “Lodge” friends.  I still keep in touch with 

many of them, especially at Christmas. 

 We look back at Rock Garden Lodge days 

with great nostalgia and at our present situation with 

sincere appreciation. 

   Peggy Kitchen 

My husband Alf. Kitchen, was a former teacher at 

Aldershot High School.  

Parents and children at “Rock Garden Lodge” 

 

Oct.’s Mystery Photo 

This photo taken in the 1909 shows the Sons of 

England marching down Brant Street on their way 

to Greenwood Cemetery to celebrate Decoration 

Day. 
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Donald Smith 

Burlington Gazette Oct. 2nd, 1968 

Donald Scott Smith, elder son of Mr. And Mrs. 

Wilbert J. Smith, 485 Brant Street, recently 

graduated from the Canadian School of Embalming, 

Banting Institute, Toronto. Don, president of his 

class, was valedictorian at the graduating 

ceremonies, held in Knox Collage Chapel, 

University of Toronto, and is presently associated 

with the family business, Smith’s Funeral Services 

(Burlington Limited).  

(The Players from page 6) 

 

Mr. C. N Murphy who played “Mr Hardcastle” 

had owned a Confectionary Store & Ice Cream Par-

lor on Brant Street  until 1910 when he sold the 

business to Mr. Dickinson. 

 Miss Kathleen Langan who played his 

wife “Mrs. Hardcastle” was a teacher at East End 

School, having also taught at Central School. She 

later married business man Frank N Galloway. 

They lived on Pearl Street. 

 Miss Katie Graham who played  “Miss 

Hardcastle” was a young nurse. In 1916 she was 

nursing at the hospital in Lincoln Nebraska. 

Membership 
Memberships are for the calendar year, January 1st to December 

31st each year. 2014 renewals are now being accepted. It would be 

a big help if you would use the form in the Gazette and mark it re-

newal. This is essential if you have any change in information. 



 

  

Greeting Cards — Anne Wingfield  

Heritage Burlington Representatives — Rick Wilson 

and James Clemens  

Newsletter Editor — Les Armstrong 

Archive Volunteers  Pat Taylor, Joan Downey, Peggy 

Armstrong 

Programs — Ken Davy  

Conveners  

Membership — Brian Ryder 

Promotion / Display Team — Judy McNairn  

Publications — Judy McNairn  

Publicity — Dave Morris and Ken Davy  

Telephone Committee — Iris Davy  

Web Site — Dave Morris     

Pres. Alan Harrington  905 319 4277  1st Vice Pres.  TBA 

2nd Vice Colin Morley  905 634 1477  Secretary Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 

Treasurer Brian Ryder 905 336 2105  Past Pres. Les Armstrong  905 637 2270  
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Mystery Photo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This photograph found in the achieves has got the volunteers stumped. None of the three archive 

workers can identify the location or the event shown in this picture.  

Can any member enlighten us as to the origin of this event? 



 

  

www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 

                Like us on Facebook! 

Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Application 

 

Name       Telephone    __________ 

 

Address           __________ 

 

City        Postal Code    ____ 

 

Email Address           _________ 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

                 New Member                  Renewal 

 

   Family:  $40.00 Single: $30.00  Senior: $25.00 

 I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 

PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 

Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

Preserving Burlington’s History for Today and Tomorrow 
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Burlington-Historical-Society/153692141105
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