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Coming Events 

General Meeting 
Program 

The Brick Cemetery  
Burlington’s History Rests Here 

Speakers 

Peggy & Les Armstrong  
 

Monday, January 10th, 2011  
 Meeting at 7:00 PM 

Burlington Central Library 
Centennial Room 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 6 Issue 1  January 2011 

 

The  Bur l ington Histor ica l  Society’s 

Gazette  

Preserving Bur l ington’s  History for  Today and Tomorrow  

 
Executive Meeting 

 
Monday January 3rd. - 7:00 PM 

History Room 
Burlington Central Library 

 

General Meeting  
 

Monday January 10th -7:00 PM 
Centennial Room 

Burlington Central library 
 

Is this the Union Burying Ground,  
United Empire Loyalist Burial Site or The Brick Cemetery.  

Peggy Armstrong tells all about it at the next General meeting.  
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considered important by those who run 
archives. Diane Wales’s blog has and 
continues to keep people up to date. 
 We are always looking for ways to 
partner with the library. This past fall we 
partnered on “Scanning Days” in the archives. 
Both the library and BHS found this a very 
fruitful day. Plans are in the works to do this 
again next spring and fall.  
 The Gazette continues to be an 
outstanding newsletter. Many thanks go to 
Les Armstrong for his editorial leadership. I 
am confident we would win awards for our 
newsletter if there was such a competition. 
 The program content over the past two 
years has been nothing less than stellar. Ken 
Davy has been able to track down some very 
interesting speakers. This includes the Bits of 
Burlington History program. These 5 minute 
members presentations have been very well 
done and full of interesting information. If 
you have a subject of interest let the 
Executive know. 
  So how do we manage to have a 
successful 50th celebration, award winning 
newsletter, ever increasing archives and 
terrific monthly programs? There is one main 
reason for this success. It is the enthusiastic 
people that get involved in the Society.  Not 
only is it the efforts of the executive, but 
others not on the executive, that make this 
Society as effective as it is. Imagine where we 
would be without the Archivist and Archive 
volunteers, all the Borthwicks, the various 
convenors, Judi McNairn, Iris Davy and her 
group of telephone callers, Jane Ann Newson 
and Anne Wingfield, Les and his Gazette 
crew who write articles,  print, fold and  mail 
the final copy. We would not have a Society 
that is running as well as it is nor be as 
effective promoting heritage in Burlington. 
 To everyone who has had a hand in 
helping the Society this past year – I say a 
heartfelt “Thank You”! 
 In 2011 we hope to have early in the 

(Continued on page 3) 

I want to say how honoured I 
have been to serve as the 
President of The Burlington 
Historical Society, for the 
years 2009 and  2010.  It has 
b e e n  a  t r e m e n d o u s 
experience and I would 
recommend it to anyone. We 

have entered our second 50 years, a bit wiser 
and knowing that heritage in Burlington is 
alive and strong. 
 I am usually well into this letter before 
our Editor sends out his reminders. This 
month time caught me and I am late. 
Decorating and Christmas shopping can wait 
a bit. I want to take a few moments to 
remind our members of how successful a 
year it has been.  We accomplished a lot. 
The culmination of which was our 50th 
anniversary celebration in October. Our 
move to the library, while not part of a long 
term strategy, certainly has been an over 
night success. As we move forward it will 
only get better. The gift from Heritage 
Burlington of the lapel microphone will 
enhance the quality of the meetings. Thanks 
to Jane Ann Newson, Heritage Burlington 
Chair, for this gift, it is much appreciated.  
 Early in December I sent out a letter  
by email advising our members of the launch 
of the revamped web site. This new web site 
is much improved over the previous site. 
You can now purchase books on line, pay for 
memberships and make donations all in a 
secure manner.   
 We intend to change the content on the 
web site regularly plus add the latest news 
and other interesting pieces of information. 
So please keep coming back to it!  
 Our archives continues to be busy with 
activity. We have added new shelving to 
make better use of the space. New donations 
have been received and our collection of 
online pictures on OurOntario has grown. 
Policies have been put in place and are being 
developed that will further enhance our 
archives. Some find these difficult but are 

President’s Report 

Dave Morris 

BHS GAZETTE 
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New Member 
We wish to welcome  a new  

members to BHS 

Vicky Mason-Espin 
Please make our new member  

welcome 

SHARE A GOOD THING  
BRING A FRIEND TO OUR NEXT MEETING 

BHS GAZETTE 

Membership 
Dues 

Memberships renewals are 
due January 1st for 2011. 
They are in effect for the 
c a l e n d a r  y e a r . 
Membership Convener 
Brian Ryder will be 
happy to  accept 
renewals at the January 
meeting.   
 There has been no 
change in fees for the 
coming year. 
   Single $30.00 
   Senior $25.00 
   Family $40.00 

year a plaque erected that will mark the 
location of the Brant Inn, and that 
commemorates our 50th anniversary. 
Currently it is under discussion at City Hall. 
Ken Davy has pretty well set the program for 
the next year. We can be sure it will be most 
interesting. Articles will continue to be 
submitted to the Post. Projects will be 
brought on line as ones recently started 
become established. The new book project 
will be finalized. 
  I want to take a moment to thank a few 
people who have given me much support in 
the past two years.  Thanks to Dohn Nagy, 
Noreen McNairn, Brian Ryder, Les 
Armstrong, Diane Wales and Jane Irwin. I 
also want to thank Ken Davy for his 
guidance. He was always ready to listen and 
comment on ideas I might have. Thanks to 
Jane Ann Newson who also lent her 
expertise. Thanks to the Borthwicks for their 
continued hard work and support even when 
under the weather this past summer. Finally 
thanks to Anne Wingfield who would call in 
support of our activities in front of Council 
the night before. While she did not actively 
participate in our delegations she was there 
to see how all Burlington heritage members 
were treated by the last Council. Her 
comments and support helped us keep up the 
fight. Also thanks to Anne for sending out 
the get well cards etc.  
  In January, Les and Peggy Armstrong 
will be talking about the  
Brick Cemetery.  
 Thank you all for a great two years and 
I wish the new executive all the best for their 
term. 
 Finally, from myself and family we 
would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. Please have a safe 
holiday and see you at the library in January. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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of these in the future too; we have some special 
ideas perking for later in the year. 
 None of this would be possible, of course, 
without the wonderful donations of photographs 
and documents related to Burlington’s history. 
Please keep us in mind if you find yourself 
wondering what to do with the old family papers, 
photos, minute books, diaries, maps, etc. that 
may be accumulating in your attic or basement. 
By donating them to The Burlington Historical 
Society you save them without having to keep 
them in your own basement where they could get 
damp and mouldy. In our archives they will be 
organized and kept safe on our shelves in a 
locked room where you can ask to see them 
whenever you want. At the same time, they will 
be available for researchers who want to know 
more about Burlington’s history. 
 One of the most valuable historical items 
for researchers, and one that can be acquired by 
an archives, is the diary. One diary can yield so 
much information about life in earlier times, be it 
the routines of farming or running a business, 
family life, health and medicine or even recipes. 
If you find one among some old papers, please 
consider donating it to us. If it is a treasured 
family heirloom, perhaps you could lend it to us 
to photocopy for our collection and keep the 
original in your family. Either way, the history 
within its pages will be preserved for future 
generations and access to researchers assured. 

 

BHS GAZETTE 

Archive Report 
By Diane Wales Volunteer Archivist 

T he Archives welcomes the new year with a 
full suite of pages on our newly-designed web 

site. In addition to the usual basic information such 
as opening hours, we have included a set of 
archives guides. Without an online catalogue, our 
users really don’t have any way to find out whether 
we have materials that would be useful to them or 
not. The new guides are one way to help out until 
we get that catalogue going. As of the end of 2010, 
we have only two, a guide to genealogies and 
family trees in the collection, and a list of the 
Ontario Genealogical Society cemetery transcripts 
that we own. 
 It seems as if just about everyone is searching 
for information about their family trees, so it 
seemed logical to make these two guides our first. 
Gathering the information is very time-consuming 
but you can expect to see more in the months to 
come. Also planned are guides to our complete 
cemetery collection, churches collection, military 
collection, covering information, memoirs books 
and articles from the War of 1812 to the Korean 
War, and a guide to our biography files, which will 
provide a list of Burlington families on whom we 
have gathered a variety of “bits & pieces” of 
historical information. 
 Also new on our web site, and incorporating 
materials from the archives, is our online exhibits 
link available from a tab on the navigation bar. The 
first of these exhibits is about wedding photographs 
and what we can learn from them.  Look for more 
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Burlington Historical Society 
 

Annual General Meeting will be held in conjunction with the  
January Monthly Meeting 

January 10, 2011 at the Burlington Central Library. 
Elections will be held for the following positions 

       President  
       1st Vice President 
       2nd Vice President 
       Treasurer 
       Secretary 

Nominations will be accepted from the floor during the meeting. 

N early all the practices connected with the 
New Year are based on the principles of 

‘start as you mean to go on’ and ‘a good 
beginning makes a good ending’. If you are 
clean, healthy, well fed, with money in your 
pocket and free of debts and devils when the 
New Year opens, you will remain so for the rest 
of the year. The turn of the year also is also a 
most auspicious time for divining the future, 
particularly with regard to marriage partners, 
weather and fertility of crops and animals. One 
symbol of the New year is Janus, the Roman god 
who presided over January. His name derives 
from the word meaning ‘door’ and he is always 
pictured with two faces, one looking backward 
the other forward, representing the link between 

past and future. 
 Nowadays a more familiar symbol is the 
figure of Old Father Time bearing a newborn 
babe. The New Year baby is a symbol from 
ancient Greece when a baby was paraded at the 
ceremony of the annual rebirth of Dionysus. 
 In ancient times different peoples began the 
New Year on different dates according to a variety 
of agricultural and astronomical calculations. The 
old Celtic New Year began on 1 November. 
Europe generally settled for 25 March, a date near 
the Vernal Equinox. England did not officially 
adopt 1 January, the old Roman New Years Day, 
until 1752, when the Gregorian calendar was 
accepted.  

NEW YEAR 
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Our Member, Ross Taylor, has in his possession the booklet shown below. Ross has 
kindly loaned the booklet to the editor so that it may be shared with our members. 
Below is the description of one of Burlington’s businesses as seen in 1917. 

The Royal Bank Of Canada 
 One of the best exponents of the Canadian 
banking system is The Royal Bank Of Canada, 
which has a branch located at Burlington. The 

Royal Bank does a regular banking business 
along safe lines though liberality is shown at all 
times to its patrons. Letters of credit and drafts 
payable in all parts of the world are issued.  
 In connection with each branch a savings 
department is maintained, where deposits are re-
ceived, upon which interest is compounded half 
yearly. Special attention is given to this depart-
ment and sums as low as $1.00 may be depos-
ited.  
 This institution was established in 1869. 
The Burlington branch was opened here in 1912. 
The head office of the bank is located in Mont-
real, with 321 branches in Canada and 44 in the 
West Indies. The authorized capital is 
$25,000,000, capital paid up $12,900,00 reserve 
fund $14,300,000.  
 The officers are: - Sir Herbert S. Holt, 
president; E.L. Pease, Vice President and manag-
ing director; E.F.B. Johnston, K.C. 2nd vice 
president; C.E. Neill general manager. 
 Not a little of the bank’s high prestige in 
Burlington has been won for it by its local man-
ager Mr. L.H. Hillary. He has had many years 
experience  in the banking business. By his con-
sistent courtesy to patrons he has won a large 
following for his bank.  
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1911 

1910 1909 

The New Year 
 
In years gone by merchants in Burlington would advertise by giving away free calendars of the 
new year. Below are three examples from years gone by. They are from the Ross Taylor 
collection. 
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Name       Telephone     
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
Membership dues (Please check which one) 

  
    New Member       Renewal 
 

  Family:  $40.00   Single: $30.00    Senior: $25.00 
    

I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     
A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 
PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 
Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Dave Morris  905 336 1329 
  Past President  Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
  1st Vice President Dohn Nagy   905 632  9870 
  2nd Vice President Les Armstrong  905 637  2270 
 Secretary   Noreen McNairn  905 637  6400 
  Treasurer   Brian Ryder  905 336  2105 
 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Diane Wales  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson / Marguerite Botting
 Membership Team     Brian Ryder / Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             TBA 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       TBA 
 Program        Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Dohn Nagy 
 Telephone Committee   Iris Davy 
 Web site Convenor   TBA 

BHS GAZETTE 

Membership Application 
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Coming Events 

General Meeting 
Program 

 
“Burlington Bay: La Salle, Simcoe and the 

Way to War 1669, 1792"  
 

Speakers 
John Bryden  

 
Monday, February 14th, 2011  

 Meeting at 7:00 PM 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 6 Issue 2  February 2011 

 

The  Bur l ington Histor ica l  Society’s 

Gazette  

Preserving Bur l ington’s  History for  Today and Tomorrow  

 
Executive Meeting 

 
Monday February.7th - 7:00 PM 

History Room 
Burlington Central Library 

 

General Meeting  
 

Monday February 14th -7:00 PM 
Centennial Room 

Burlington Central library 
 

This portrait of 
John Graves 
Simcoe was 
photographed in 
1888. 
 Simcoe was  
Upper Canada’s 
first Lt. Governor 
and is most notably 
known for the 
building of Dundas 
Street which East 
and West and 
Younge street 
which ran North 
from York. 
 Hear about 
another of  
Simcoe’s exploits 
when John Bryden 
speaks at our 
February Meeting.  
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2011 with the result of that effort and to 
obtain disposal instructions from council. 
 The staff report to CDC on the 17th was 
to review options for the disassembly and 
disposal of the station. 
 There were three delegations made to 
the meeting: A citizen Mr. Smith, Jane Anne 
Newson Chair of Heritage Burlington and 
myself as President of the Historical Society. 
All spoke in favour of somehow giving one 
last effort to find a home for the station. In the 
gallery where many BHS members, there to 
show their support for the saving of the 
station. The number in the audience had I 
think a significant effect on the members of 
the committee and it was specifically 
mentioned by one councilor.  
 The debate over the question was fairly 
long and at times quite protracted. It seemed 

(Continued on page 3) 

I would like to start my first 
Presidents report with a 
thank you to Dave Morris 
for his dedication and hard 
work during his term as 
President. Dave certainly 
set the bar high for those 
who will follow him. 
 On Monday night 

January 17th I attended the meeting of the 
Community Development Committee of City 
Council. The CDC is made up of all of the 
council and as such the decisions taken there 
are usually rubber stamped at the next 
council meeting. On the agenda was the staff 
report regarding  the Freeman Station. 
 On June 14th, 2010 Council directed 
staff to seek interested parties willing to 
relocate and restore the historic station. Staff 
was to report back to the CDC in January of 

President’s Report 

Les Armstrong 

BHS GAZETTE 

2011 Executive: Back row left to right; Patrick Sweeny, 1st Vice Pres., Alan Herrington, 2nd Vice 
Pres., Noreen McNair Secretary. 
Front row left to right; Dave Morris Past President, Brian Ryder treasurer, Les Armstrong 
President. 

2011 Executive 
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New Member 
We wish to welcome  a new  

members to BHS 

Brian Gilmore 
Please make our new member  

welcome 

SHARE A GOOD THING  
BRING A FRIEND TO OUR NEXT MEETING 

BHS GAZETTE 

Membership 
Dues 

Memberships renewals 
where due January 1st for 
2011. They are in effect 
for the calendar year. 
Membership convener 
Brian Ryder will be 
happy to accept renewal 
a t  t he  Februa ry 
meeting.   
 There has been no 
change in fees for the 

coming year.  
 Single $30.00
 Senior $25.00 

to me that most, but not all members of 
council were reluctant to cast a vote to destroy 
the station but found it difficult to find a 
solution. 
 After much discussion a motion was 
passed which gives the station one more stay 
of execution. The motion approves the 
establishment of an ad-hoc committee to look 
at options for saving the Freeman Station. 
Under the terms of the motion sites previously 
rejected by council must not be considered. 
The motion also calls for community 
fundraising. A report of progress must be 
made by April 30, 2011. 
 The challenge will be great and the time 
frame is short so it will require a great deal of 
effort on all our part to see the station saved. 
 I look forward to the establishment of 
the “Save The Station Committee” and have 
pledged to do my part to work for a successful 
conclusion to this on going this saga..    

Joseph Brant Museum 
Hemline: The Psychology of Fashion 

in the 1920’s 
A lecture by Dale Peers 

February 15th. 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
Tickets $12.00  members  

 $15.00 non-members 
Refreshments included 

Limited seating 
Call 905-634-3556 
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Rolls is very precise and provides the block, lot 
and sub-lot numbers, size and dimensions, so 
there can be no doubt about the property being 
researched. 
 Assessment Rolls and Collectors Rolls are 
also useful sources for those researching social 
and economic history. They allow you to follow 
the chain of ownership of a property, its value 
over time, the growth of the municipality, 
changes in density, as well as the changes in 
fortune of the owners and tenants. They can also 
be used to confirm the information found in City 
Directories. One small warning though: they may 
contain some inaccuracies, variant spellings and 
even some terms that, while perfectly acceptable 
in the 1800s, would now be considered 
offensive. If you find such terms, please don’t 
judge these folk by today’s standards, but simply 
note how times have changed in regard to 
people’s sensibilities. 
 In our first session, Heather and I recorded 
Assessment Rolls for the Township of Nelson, 
for 1830, 1832 (includes census), 1833, 1856 
(Old and New Survey), 1856 (Wellington 
Square), 1863 (Old and New Survey), the 
Collectors Roll for 1867 (Old and New Survey) 
as well as the Registration of Voters for 1855. 
There are more yet to be recorded before the 
subject guide goes online. Keep checking the 
Web page for its appearance. 
 The Burlington Public Library also has five 
microfilm reels of tax assessment information for 
Wellington Square/Burlington for 1856-1953. 

 

BHS GAZETTE 

Archive Report 
By Diane Wales Volunteer Archivist 

The new year has brought us a new volunteer, 
Heather Mace, who is working on the preparation 
of subject guides to the Archives collection. Her 
first guide will provide information about the 
Assessment Rolls and Collectors Rolls held in our 
Archives. In mid-January, Heather and I started 
opening up oversized boxes containing a number of 
these important documents.  
 At first sight, it didn’t look like much work 
but we found our first two-hour stint recording 
them still left a lot to be done. Most of these 
records are photocopies but we do have a few of 
the dry and crumbling originals that needed to be 
carefully tucked into polyester sleeves to protect 
them. They are located in various collections in the 
Archives, so my task is to locate them and give 
these materials accession numbers so that Heather 
can add them to her guide. 
 These materials are invaluable to those 
researching genealogy and local history. 
Assessment Rolls and Collectors Rolls are similar 
in the information collected, with the first giving 
the amount properties were assessed at and the 
latter, the amount of tax payments and arrears. 
Assessments Rolls are the official population and 
land assessment record, with information being 
collected each year for tax collection the following 
year. They include the names of property owners 
and tenants, their age, religion, occupation and the 
number of people living on the property. The legal 
property description in Assessment and Collectors 

1855 Registration of voters; Township of Nelson, County of Halton  



 

5 

BHS GAZETTE 

More About the Gage Family  
by Peggy Armstrong 

F irst a correction of misinformation given at the 
last meeting, in response to the question 

asked; “ Were Gage Park and Gage Avenue in 
Hamilton, named to give recognition to the family 
of Mary Gage of Stoney Creek?” 
The correct answer appears to be NO. 
Stanley Mills, grandson of Andrew Gage, wrote in 
1926, a history and genealogy of the Mills and 
Gage families. In it he states; “there were several 
families of Gages, also United Empire Loyalists, 
who settled in what is now [1926] the eastern part 
of Hamilton, but we have no authentic information 
that they were relatives of that John Gage whose 
widow Mary with her two children came to Canada 
in 1790, in  fact, we have traditional evidence to 
the contrary. ---- Gage Park the personal gift of 
Miss Eugenia Gage in 1926 etc.” [not a member of 
the Mary Gage family] 
Thanks to Fred Briggs for providing the above in-
formation. 

Andrew Gage Family continued from January 
Brick Cemetery presentation 

In April of 1824, Andrew Gage,  
the son of James Gage and Mary 
Davis, married Martha Willson, 
daughter of Hon. John Willson, 
speaker of the House of Parlia-
ment of Upper Canada, 
Andrew and Martha had 4 chil-
dren. 
Child 1. William Case Gage at 
the age of 20 years is reported to 

have drowned at sea, 14 May 1845, unmarried. 
 
Child 2. James Lorenzo Gage born in 1827, was 
married in 1851 to Harriette Marguerette Mills, 
daughter of James and Christina (Hesse) Mills, of 
Hamilton. 
Their union produced 6 children, some of that fam-
ily residing later in Rochester N.Y. 
In 1864 James L Gage was one of the 9 founding 
members of the Burlington [Masonic] Lodge No. 
165 G.R.C. and was its 1st Senior Warden. 
Child 3. Cynthia Elizabeth Gage born at Welling-

ton Square in 1832, married in 1857, James Nel-
son Mills, a son also of James and Christina Mills 
of Hamilton. Cynthia and her husband had 5 sons 
and 2 daughters, 2 of whom died at a young age. 
This family were successful in business.  The 
Stanley Mills & Co. department store of Stanley 
and his brothers Robert and Edwin operated from 
1888 to 1920.  Stanley was for 17 years a director 
of the Mercantile Trust, which became National 
Trust.  Herbert S. Mills China shop was run by the 
son of Robert Mills and other family members. 
There was also a Mills Hardware Store and other 
endeavours. 
James Nelson Mills, however had a violent death 
on the 9th of Jan. 1876. In fact he was murdered by 
an upset tenant living in a house he owned. The 
tenant had refused to pay his rent because Mr. 
Mills had not put up a fence that he had requested. 
Mr. Mills then sent a bailiff to the home, resulting 
in the murder of himself, James Nelson Mills.  
Cynthia Gage Mills was left a widow with 5 chil-
dren between the ages of 5 and 16 years. 
Cynthia Mills died in January of 1916. 
 The Hamilton Spectator printed a Memoriam in 
the Editorial column of Jan 25 1916, telling of her 
generosity in sharing “the abundance of this 
world’s goods she was blessed with”.  In 1909 she 
laid the corner stone for the new YMCA building 
on Jackson Street. She had donated the lot for the 
building and a large portion of the money needed 
for its construction.  A memorial window was 
given by her sons to St Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church in Hamilton. 
 
Child 4. John Willson Hunter Gage died in 
Wellington Square in 1851 aged 9 years and 8 
months, and is interred in the family plot of the 
Union Burying Ground. 
 
Martha Willson Gage died in Hamilton at the 
home of her daughter Cynthia in Oct 1875, age 69 
years.  
Andrew Gage  died in Hamilton  Jun 9th 1876, 
six months after the death of his son-in-law. 

**** 

Andrew Gage 
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Image courtesy of BHS member and Past President Vicki Gudgeon 

T he Burlington Historical Society has received a most generous bequest of $5,000  from the estate 
of Helen Caldwell, following her death in August at the age of 92.  

 A longtime BHS member, Helen was very active in the Society’s efforts in the early 1980s to 
save the historic Ireland House and its 4-acre Oakridge Farm from demolition for urban 
redevelopment.   
 The photograph showing Helen (née Ireland) on the right, and her first cousin Marie (née 
Ireland) Bush on the left, both dressed in Victorian period costumes, with BHS President Eric 
Gudgeon in the middle, was taken in Ireland House at one of the many fund-raising events organized 
by the BHS to support the City of Burlington's acquisition and preservation of Ireland House. * 
 As executor of her cousin’s estate, Helen Caldwell donated more than 90% of the Ireland 
family’s possessions to the City. Her generosity greatly enhanced the integrity and authenticity of the 
Ireland House Museum experience.   
 Helen also generously shared her memories of how the lives of the extended Ireland family 
filled the house during the 150 years the family lived there. Helen’s stories and recollections were 
recorded as audio and visual documents, which will be valuable interpretative documents for future 
generations.  
 The BHS will seek a suitably commemorative use of Helen Caldwell’s much-appreciated 
bequest.  

Bequest 
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Graham’s Shoe Store 
 In any community Fine footwear is the 
imperative demand of the classes and the 
masses. It is characteristic of all men and 
women to desire fine dressy and well fitting 
shoes. In Burlington Mr. H. A. Graham has 
abundantly provided for these demands. He 
has had many years experience in this line and 
established a business here ten years ago. By 
constant energy and courtesy he has built up a 
splendid trade that is constantly increasing. 
The premises occupied on Brant Street 
embrace a store of ample dimensions, which 
is well stocked with boots, shoes, rubbers, 
trunks, bags, valises etc. This store does a 

large business and makes a feature of high 
class goods only in all styles of footwear 
not easily duplicated in town. A special 
feature is made of repair work. Here will be 
found one of the best equipped shoe repair 
shops in town. It is fitted up with stitching 
and finishing machinery, operated by 
electric motor power. All work is neatly 
done and promptly attended to. The 
business is under the personal supervision 
of Mr. H. A. Graham. He gives close and 
undivided attention to all its affairs. 
Personally he enjoys the confidence of the 
trade and is very popular with the 
community in which he resides.   

Our Member, Ross Taylor, has in his possession the booklet titled  
Commercial, Industrial and Progressive 

Edition of 
Milton, Oakville and Burlington 

A Descriptive Review of a Number of Manufacturing and Mercantile Interests 
Located in the above Live Wire Towns of Halton County  

Ross has kindly loaned the booklet to the editor so that it may be shared with our 
members.  

Grahams Shoe Store is shown on Brant Street. The model T Ford is parked in front of the shore. 
Circa 1917 

Photo BHS 
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 This painting depicts Laura Secord warning Lieutenant James 
Fitgibbons about the American plans to attack at Beaver dam. 
 Hear all about Laura and her heroism at our April meeting. 



 

2 

BHS GAZETTE 



 

3 

BHS GAZETTE 

Brant House 

BRANT HOUSE 
    By Peggy Armstrong 

W e feel fortunate to have been able to 
purchase this post card of Burling-

ton’s “Brant House”  The post mark is 
1909, the card sent to Mr. Geo. Buck, 11 
Mill Street, Berlin, Ont., from a friend who 
wrote “having a lovely time here, it is a 
beautiful spot.” 
 The building has been given other 
names in print. On this card, “Brant Cot-
tages” also on cards it is the “Annex” (of the 
Hotel Brant, on the same property after 
1900.) 
 The earliest reference I have found for 
the Brant House, is the 1877 Historical Atlas 
of Halton County. 
A full page sketch of the property is on page 
45 and titled, THE BRANT HOUSE BUR-
LINGTON, A BEAUTIFUL SUMMER RE-
SORT & EUROPEAN HOTEL SITUATED 
ON ONE OF THE CHOICEST SITES 
OVERLOOKING BURLINGTON BAY & 
LAKE ONTARIO, J. MORRIS, PROr.  

 Page 60 gives a history of Burlington, 
and following reference to the three hotels of 
the village, summarized in 4 lines, is written a 
description of this building. 
“ Speaking of Hotels we must not omit men-
tion of the justly celebrated “Brant House,” 
which, although not within the limits of the 
corporation, may be said to be in the suburbs. 
This hotel, also one of Mr. B. Eager’s enter-
prises, is built upon historic ground, and ac-
tually includes in its structure  a portion of 
the old dwelling house of “Brant”, the cele-
brated chief already mentioned.  This portion 
of the house is built of red cedar logs, brought 
by the Indians all the way from the 
“Thousand Isles” and which logs, although 
now more than 100 years old, are as sound as 
when as “sons of the forest they shook their 
crests to heaven”.  The hotel is probably the 
largest building in the county, and stands on 
the banks of Brant’s Pond, an inlet of Bur-
lington Bay, commanding a most magnificent  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Irvine who had died, age 63, in 1939). 
 From the obituary we also learned that one 
of the pallbearers was a Will Page. Mr. Easton 
noted that Alice’s elder brother, William Page 
had come to Trafalgar, in Halton  at sometime in 
the 1880s, between the births of his son John and 
twins, May and Roy. This leads us to consider a 
new search now, on the descendants of William 
Page. Will we find them in Milton (where Alice 
died), Oakville or Burlington? If you have any 
information on this family, please let me know 
and I will pass it along to Mr. Easton. 
 In all, over two dozen messages were 
exchanged during this search. As a result, Mr. 
Easton learned a good deal about his great-
grandmother and we received several digital 
images, a biography of Alice Thompson (nee 
Page) and a genealogy of the Devitt family going 
back to Irvine’s great-grandfather, Dennis Devitt, 
who was born circa 1776 in Ireland. You can see 
the photographs and marriage certificate on the 
Burl ington Images  websi te  (ht tp: / /
images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/), and the paper 
documents in the Archives in our biography 
collection. 
 The images that led Mr. Easton to contact 
us were of the Isaac Devitt farmhouse,  “Hickory 
Farm,” formerly “The Willows,” around 1906, 
and a 1994 photo of the much remodelled 
building now used by Tamarac Lumber at 3269 
North Service Road. You can see the history of 
this historic Burlington property, and more about 
the Devitts on this site. 

 

 

BHS GAZETTE 

Archive Report 
By Diane Wales Volunteer Archivist 

Hot on the Trail 

I t all started simply enough. The Archives had a 
request from Colin Easton, in England for 

information about his great-grandmother, Alice 
Page Thompson Devitt. He knew that Alice had 
moved to Burlington after her husband died in 1912 
but hoped to find out when she moved, why to 
Canada, and why Burlington in particular. He also 
knew that Alice had married Isaac Irvine Devitt, 
who lived at “Hickory Farm,” formerly “The 
Willows,” but was looking for particulars about this 
event. Just to get things going, he attached a 
photograph of Alice and Irvine (as he was known) 
Devitt as well as one of Irvine with his mother and 
hired hand, with more to follow. 
 We didn’t have any biographical information 
on the Devitt family at all at this point, so searches 
of the Burlington Gazette, based on indexes on 
Burlington Images, were done. Fortunately it was 
possible to locate Alice and Irvine’s 1914 marriage 
notice as well as Alice’s death notice. In the 
meantime our correspondent had located the actual 
marriage licence and found something very 
curious. Alice had given her age as “40”. However, 
according to information he had, Mr. Easton knew 
that she was really 54. Was his English information 
wrong? A possible answer was suggested by the 
fact that Irvine was only 38 at the time of his 
marriage. Had Alice “fudged” her actual age 
because of this? It seems so, as from her obituary, 
we found that she had died at age 92 (outliving 

BHS 

The willows Circa 1900 
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view of the lake, bay and surrounding country, 
probably one of the most beautiful bits of quiet 
scenery in Canada.  
 The Brant is exclusively a summer resort, and 
is capitally situated for this purpose.  Steamers ply 
during the summer at all hours of the day, between 
the House and the city of Hamilton, the wharf being 
immediately in front of the hotel; in addition to this, 
the H. & N. W. Railroad passes within a few hun-
dred feet of the house, and just at the gate of the 
hotel grounds, hve erected a platform for the ac-
commodation of the summer guests. From the ve-
randah of the building there is also an excellent 
view of that magnificent piece of engineering, the 
iron swing-bridge over the Burlington canal. This 
bridge is 172 feet long, is of wrought iron and of 
the pattern or style known as the Trapezoidal 
Truss, and was built by the Hamilton Tool Co.----
etc. 
Notes; 1. B. Eager is Benjamin Eager. 

  2. In the Sand Strip by Dorothy Turcotte, “ 
After Simcoe  Kerr’s death, the Brant home 
was purchased by J. Morris (late steward of 
the Hamilton Club) who incorporated it into 
a new summer resort which he called the 
Brant House.”                

 3. W. J. Simcoe Kerr died in 1875. 
It would appear the turnover from Mr. Morris to 
Mr. Eager  took very little time. 
 Helen Langford, a past local history buff, 
wrote a column  on this topic for the Burlington 
Gazette, in 1979. She also quoted from the 1877 
atlas as above, with the additional information that 
“these cedar logs may still be seen at the Brant 
Hospital” 
 Does anyone know if they are still in the hos-
pital in some form? 
 In January of 1937, the Hotel Brant and other 
buildings on the site were in the process of being 
demolished to make way for a “fine historical 
park”. Most had been allowed to deteriorate in the 
14 years following the closing of the Brant Military 
Hospital, formerly from 1900 to 1917, the popular 
Hotel Brant. 
 Rev. Geo. W. Tebbs of St. Luke’s Anglican 
Church, also a man interested in local history, 
wrote to the Editor of the Burlington Gazette in 
January 1937, with his concerns about the possible 

(Continued from page 3) historical lose to the community with the 
wrecking taking place. 
He wrote: Dear Sir: - I sincerely hope that in 
the wrecking of the Brant House and other 
buildings, care will be taken to preserve what 
remains of the old fireplace of Chief Brant 
(Thayendanega).  I understand that it is pro-
posed to make the site, including the filled-in 
pond, into a Federal park, and erect in it a 
building as far as possible, like the original 
Brant home, occupied by Chief Brant, and to 
make it a museum containing historical remains 
of our county of Halton.  Would it not be the 
proper moment to revive the Halton Historical 
society now, so that a start may be made as 
early as possible to gather relics of the earliest 
days of our county.  When I came to Burlington, 
now nineteen years past, I was approached by 
the late Mr. Fisher to join the Historical soci-
ety.  I paid my fees, but no meeting was ever 
held, and I presume the society was moribund 
at that time.  If sufficient citizens and residents 
of the county are interested, I shall be very 
happy to call a meeting to discuss the whole 
matter, if no one else will do it. 

Yours historically, 
Geo. W. Tebbs 

 A query to the museums regarding  the “ 
Brant original fireplace”, was responded to with 
the information that an original wood stove in 
the museum was once in the home of Joseph 
Brant. 
 This Brant House served our community 
for about 50 years. Holiday rooms were rented 
by residents of nearby communities and  from 
far off destinations.  During the years that the 
Hotel Brant  was having its hey-day, the news-
paper reported the “recent arrivals” for both 
venues.  The price was likely a little more af-
fordable for some at the Brant House.  The 
grounds were the site of picnics for organiza-
tions, some even from Toronto, and offered 
sports fields and band concerts, in later years 
some events inside during the year. Burlingto-
nians certainly had more personal pleasures at 
the Brant House. The Hotel Brant catered to the 
elite of Hamilton and Toronto in addition to the 
guests in residence and frequently by invitation 
only. 
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The renewed interest in the Burlington train 
station that was commonly called the Freeman 
Station has unearthed many interesting 
documents and photographs as people recount 
their memories of the station and the village of 
Freeman. 
 One such documents is a letter that was 
written to the then mayor of Burlington Walter 
Mulkewich by Stuart Freeman. In his letter to 
the mayor Mr. Freeman was petitioning to have 
the proposed name of the Mall on the northeast 
corner of Brant St. and Plains Rd. changed from  
Brant Village Mall to Freeman Village Mall 
 The following are some extracts from that 
letter. 
 The new mall to be constructed will be on 
the very plot of land purchased  and farmed by 
Joshua Freeman in 1816. After his son Josph 
(6th child of 14) purchased an additional 200 
acres on the northeast corner the area became 
known as Freeman’s Corners and later Freeman 
Village. The proposed name for the new mall is 
Brant Village Plaza but to my Knowledge a 
Brant Village never existed whereas Freeman 
Village Plaza would be a natural. Since those 
early days 7 generations of Freemans have 
resided in Freeman and Burlington.. 
 I would like to emphasize the importance 
of the village of Freeman to the early 
development of Wellington Square and 
Burlington. For over 100 years it was a budding 
little village with its own character and identity. 
It was clearly separated from but closely 
connected to Burlington by Brant Street, a 
narrow half mile strip of residence and market 
gardens. 
 As recently as my own childhood, was 
still a gravel road from Baldwin Street north. 
Freeman was still a clearly defined village with 
a general store, Royal Bank branch, blacksmith 
shop, coal yard, fire station, cannery, chemical 
factory and basket factory. Plains Road through 
Freeman to the Valley Inn bridge in Hamilton at 
one time was a toll road operated by the 

Freeman brothers (grandsons of the village 
founder). The Halton County Fairground was 
located in Freeman on Middle Road (extension 
of Plains Road.) one quarter mile east of Brant 
Street.  

 The Burlington railroad station was located 
at Freeman and the village was something of a 
rail centre with the line from the beach strip 
coming in from the south and the line to Milton 
and barrie peeling off to the north. Fruit and 
market garden produce was shipped out in great 
quantities during the summer and fall from 
surrounding gardeners and fruit growers. Right 
next to the tracks on the south side was an Inn/
Boarding house with the name FREEMAN 
HOUSE in 3 foot high white letters on the side 
where it could not be missed by passengers on 
the station platform. Freeman had one small but 
active church called Gospel Tabernacle.  
 The post office was Freeman’s greatest 
claim to fame. The actual post office was in a 
corner of the general store with a combination 
locked mailbox on the wall for pretty well every 
family in the community. In addition however, 
three large rural routes emanated out to the large 
and prosperous agricultural areas to the west, 
north and particularly to the east where the rural 
route extended almost to Bronte. All residents in 
this western area had a home address of 

(Continued on page 7) 

Freeman Toll Gate circa 1900 

Freeman Village 
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New Member 
We wish to welcome a new  

member to BHS 

Tony Morrison 
Please make our new member  

welcome 

SHARE A GOOD THING  
BRING A FRIEND TO OUR NEXT MEETING 

BHS GAZETTE 

FREEMAN, ONT. It is most unfortunate 
that a place once so widely know has now 
only a plaque to identify it.  
 Freeman is more that just the name of 
a local family. It is one to be remembered an 

(Continued from page 6) honoured as the name of a unique agricultural 
industrial and residential community. The 
village, Freeman, has long since been 
absorbed by the City of Burlington without 
leaving a trace, and the City should see that 
the village name is in some way perpetuated; 
it owes its little neighbour that much. 

Freeman General store and Post Office Circa 1906 



 

8 

Name       Telephone     
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
Membership dues (Please check which one) 

  
    New Member       Renewal 
 

  Family:  $40.00   Single: $30.00    Senior: $25.00 
    

I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     
A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 
PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 
Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Les Armstrong  905 637 2270 
  Past President  Dave Morris  905 336 6503 
  1st Vice President Patrick Sweeny  905 634 5177 
  2nd Vice President Alan Harrington.  905 319 4277 
 Secretary   Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  Treasurer   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Diane Wales  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson / James Clemens 
 Membership Team     Brian Ryder / Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Dohn Nagy 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       TBA 
 Program        Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Dohn Nagy 
 Telephone Committee   Iris Davy 
 Web site Convenor   Dave Morris 

BHS GAZETTE 

Membership Application 



 

  

 

  Page 2       President’s Report 
 

  Page 3       Earliest Vessels 
 

  Page 4       From the Archive  
 

  Page 5     Heritage Conference 
 

  Page 6       Winter  
     

  Page 7     A Ticket to Ride 
 

  Page 8     Executive Council       
   
 

Coming Events 

General Meeting 
Program 
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Panorama of Our Past 

 

Speaker 

Stewart Leslie 
Monday, May 9th, 2011  

 Meeting at 7:00 PM 
Burlington Central Library 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 
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Executive Meeting 

 
Monday May 2nd - 7:00 PM 

History Room 
Burlington Central Library 

 

General Meeting  
 

Monday May 9th -7:00 PM 
Centennial Room 

Burlington Central library 
 

This photo taken in 
1930, shows James 
Stree t  South,  in 
Hamilton. It’s  looking 
north, south of Main 
street. The tall building 
in the background is the 
Piggot building. 
 Our speaker for the 
May meeting Mr. 
Stewart Leslie will take 
us on a sentimental 
j o u r n e y  t o  o u r 
neighbour city.  

Photo Archives of Ontario 
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Last month was a busy one 
for your executive. It started 
with word from the library 
that the city was doing a risk 
management study of the 
library operation and found 
that our society did not have 
liability insurance for the 
archive that we operate in 
the Central Library facility. 

The city was insisting that we have coverage 
for general liability to the value of two 
million dollars. Upon investigation it was 
determined that almost all other historical 
societies in Ontario that operate archives do 
in fact have that insurance. In investigating 
costs with local carriers we were quoted 
between $800 and $1,000. However through 
the Ontario Historical Society we were able 
to get a quote for coverage of $450. 
 Another item that needed to be dealt 
with was a method of reviewing our finances 
which would satisfy the government due to 
our status as a not for profit organization. A 
chartered accountant would be far too 
expensive for our organization but an 
alternate solution was found by appointing an 
internal audit review committee. This is a 
solution agreeable to the provincial 
government. The committee must be made up 
of two members of the executive and a third 
member chosen by the membership. Our 
committee is made up of the two vice 
presidents; Pat Sweeny and Alan Herrington 
and the member elected at the April general 
meeting, Ann Wingfield. They will review 
the books and report to the general 
membership as to their findings. 
 I’m sorry to have to report that we have 
lost the services of our archivist. Diane Wales 
tendered her resignation to the executive at 
the April meeting. We will miss Diane’s 
effort in the archives. The hunt is on for a 
volunteer to come forward and help keep our 
valuable resources going. 
 The Friends of The Freeman Station 

Les Armstrong 

BHS GAZETTE 

presented their report to the Community 
Development Committee (CDC) on April 
18th. Under the conditions of the city council 
resolution regarding the saving of the 
Freeman Station there calls for a report to the 
CDC before the end of April spelling out a 
workable plan for the relocation and 
restoration of the station. Since its inception 
in January the Friends of the Station have 
been hard at work. A four member executive 
and six sub committee chairpersons make up 
the board of directors of the group. 
 The report was tabled to the CDC and a 
delegation was made to the members 
outlining the citizen involvement and the 
progress made to date. All that was required 
was for the CDC to accept the report to fulfill 
the requirements of Council’s January motion. 
Not only was the report accepted by a 
majority vote but  Mayor Goldring during the 
question period suggested the feasibility of  
the City matching some of the citizen’s 
contributions. 
 To date there has been over $12,000 
pledged towards the saving of the station. 
That’s remarkable considering that the fund 
raising effort has not yet started. The first 
fundraiser event will be a booth at the 
Burlington Mall on April 23. On April 28 
there is a gala event planned for Emma’s 
Back Porch. 
 Check out the Friends Of The Freeman 
Station at www.freemanstation.ca for all the 
latest news about the Station. 

 
**** 
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Burlington Gazette, 6 Apr 1899 
 

THE EARLIEST VESSELS 
 

AN INTERESTING SKETCH OF THE 
BUSY DAYS OF WELLINGTON 

SQUARE 
 

The sixth of a Series of Articles Written by 
Capt. Thomas Campbell 

 
(Ed: Capt. Campbell was the keeper of the 
light at the Burlington Canal.) 
 
   It may be interesting to some of the people 
who reside in Burlington to know that many 
fine vessels were built at Wellington Square. 
In 1844 a Mr. Blaund built a shipyard on the 
north neck or boundary of Burlington’s 

Beach, where the Steamer Britannia was 
built.  John Dynes’ brother James, William 
Gage, a Miss Smith, and many others were on 
board of the vessel when she was launched. 
Subsequently her guards and machinery were 
removed and she was rigged and fitted out as 
a topsail schooner named the Severn.  The late 
Capt. Roberts commanded her for a number 
of years. In a few years afterwards, owing to a 
north east storm, the ship yard was swept out 
of existence – and there still remains a few 
apple trees under the bank where the late Mr. 
Sullivan lived in his snug shanty, to mark the 
location where the ship yard was in operation.  
It was then found practicable to  commence 
operations at Wellington Square where the 
Ellen Baxter was built, and launched from 
what is now the foot of Brant street. 

(Continued on page 5) 

The two-masted schooner AZOV was built In 1866 for William Bunton of Wellington Square, at 
the shipyard operated by John Potter and the accredited master builder John Simpson. Bunton 
and his business associates operated their schooner mostly on Lake Ontario during the first 18 
seasons of her career. 
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1852. Frank’s obituary in the 12 May 1915 
Burlington Gazette noted that he had “lived in 
Port Nelson all his life. He had been engaged in 
the lumber business for several years, did 
considerable sailing, and had charge of the Pine 
Cove baseball grounds and club house during the 
past season.” His son Eddie, born in this house, 
became Burlington’s most famous marathon 
runner. 
 The property was sold in 1899 to Thomas 
W. O’dell, a mechanical engineer, and his wife 
Martha, who had become homeless when their 
earlier house made Gazette headlines in April 
1899: “Another Disastrous Fire Yesterday”.  
 Burlington’s then-weekly newspaper 
reported that the O’dells’ “large and handsome 
frame house … value $1800 … is a total ruin.” 
The village volunteer firefighters had arrived too 
late to prevent its burning to the ground.  “Mr. T. 
W. O’dell desires to thank the many willing 
hands who rendered their valuable assistance 
during the fire which destroyed his residence last 
week.” 
 The next week’s Gazette reported that  
“Workmen are engaged tearing down the 
remains of the O’dell residence on East Water 
Street [now Lakeshore Road] … eventually he 
will rebuild on his east end property.” 
 The rebuilding proceeded quickly. By mid-
May 1899, the Gazette reported that “Mr T. W. 
O’dell is making some very handsome & 
extensive alterations to his new property in the 
east end.” 
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From The Archive  
Submitted by Jane Irwin 

A  small, damaged, undated photograph of 
unknown provenance is a significant record in 

the Burlington Historical Society Archives.  Had 
not some unknown person written on the back of 
the image -- a practice frowned upon by archivists, 
since it may damage the image -- who would have 
guessed that the house shown on the left is “248 
Guelph Line”, one of the most historic buildings in 
Old Port Nelson?  

 The house glimpsed on the right, 254 Guelph 
Line, built in 1922 for William Summers, a 
plumber, helps to date the photograph to ca 1925.  
 Recent photographs shows that alterations 
added in 1899 have been removed. The front 
verandah with a Regency-style roof and decorative 
wood treillage, and a three-story tower projecting 
from the centre of the front elevation, are now 
gone, and the brick has been stuccoed to hide traces 
of those changes.  
 The property history of Port Nelson goes 
back to an 1816 Crown Patent granting all of Lot 
16, Concession 4 South of Dundas Street (SDS) to 
Joseph Brant's son John. When John Brant died 
suddenly of cholera in 1834, the entire 84 acre lot 
was purchased from his estate by Philo Bates.   
 Then 24 years old, Philo Bates had been 
Captain of William Chisholm’s ship, the 
Telegraph, and Master of the British schooner, the 
Peacock. This property, the first parcel of land he 
sold, was bought in 1835 by John Atwood. 
 Atwood’s widow sold it in 1855 to Hugh and 
Mary Cotter. Their son Franklin had been born in 

 BHS photo 

BHS photo 

248 Guelph Line as it appears today 
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New Member 
We wish to welcome a new  

member to BHS 

Tony Morrison 
Please make our new member  

welcome 
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   The schooners Wood Duck, Sweepstake, 
Azov and Baltic were built at Rambo Creek, east of 
Mr. Baxter’s property, and the schooner Permona, 
a large three-masted vessel was built at Port 
Nelson.  Mr. Thomas Graham, who resides in 
Burlington, formed one of her crew and met with a 
very serious accident while on board of that vessel. 
She proceeded  to Hamilton, took on a cargo of 
5,500 bhls of flour for Kingston and on her arrival 
at that port in a westerly gale, Mr. Graham who 
was attending the bow line, had his hand caught 
between the line and timber head in nearing the 
dock.  His wrist was terribly crushed and after the 
line was cut it was found necessary to amputate it.  
Mr. Graham was sent to the hospital where the 
operation was performed. 
   During these years large vessels appeared on 
the lake, the Bark Grampus, Brig Robert Burns 
and Bark Ellenora built at Kingston for the lumber 
trade between Hamilton, Kingston and Garden 
Island. 
   In 1849, the Grampus was wrecked at 
Oswego, part of her remains lie in what is known 
to seafaring men as Grampus Bay. The Bobby 
Burns was lost about the same year.  In 1850, the 
Ellenora, while bound for Burlington Bay in a 
north east gale, struck the north pier and was 
wrecked.  Part of her keel and clamps are today 
observable close to the north pier, well preserved 
notwithstanding she has been lying under water for 
nearly fifty years. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Remember 
The May meeting  
is the last meeting 
before Summer 

Thomas Graham 
 

I n addition to his early adventure as a sailor, 
Thomas lived an interesting life during his al-

most 80 years.  Born in Scotland in 1828 he came 
as a youngster to Canada with his parents, at first to 
Hamilton. His first vocation was as a school 
teacher  in Waterdown, however in 1851 he ac-
cepted a teaching position in Wellington Square  
which he continued for a number of years. Next, 
likely due to the system of payment for education 
at that time, he opened a private school on his own 
behalf. 
 Following teaching Thomas ventured into 
hotel keeping, at first in the village of Wellington 
Square, then with the coming of the Great North 
Western Railway, he saw an opportunity and built a 
hotel at Freeman. While there, however he was 
“converted”, quit the hotel business and went into 
groceries and dry-goods back in the Square. 
 Thomas was appointed Burlington’s first re-
turning officer in 1873, at the time of incorporation, 
was for several years the Assessor for the village 
and served on the Burlington School Board. 
Thomas was a strong Orangeman, secretary of the 
local L.O.L. and carried a policy for $1000 in the 
Order. 
 Thomas Graham lived on Elizabeth Street 
with his third wife, and was known by many  as 
“Burlington’s weather prophet”. Thomas was in-
terred  in Greenwood Cemetery but no marker is on 
his plot. 
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Did We Have A Tough Winter ? 
Check out these Burlington pictures of times gone by. 

1918 

1900 

                  1912 
       1918 

                   1904 

1900 

Pictures from Ross Taylor’s post card collection. 
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SHARE A GOOD THING  
BRING A FRIEND TO OUR NEXT MEETING 

BHS GAZETTE 

A Ticket to Ride 

G et a ticket to ride along with countless other Burlingtonians who wish to save the Freeman 
Station. The Friends of The Freeman Station are selling memberships in the form of a rail 

ticket. 
The membership costs ten dollars and besides helping to finance the saving of the station it also 
shows the city fathers in a tangible way the amount of support there is within the city to save 
this valuable part of our built heritage. 

O n April 18th the Friends Of Freeman 
Station presented their plan for saving 

the Freeman Station to the Community 
Development Committee of council. This was 
a requirement called for in the motion that 
allowed the development of the citizens 
committee which is working towards the 
saving of the Freeman Station. The report was 
accepted by the committee which is made up 
of all city Councillors and so in essence it has 
been accepted by Council. 
 The report outlined the incorporation of 
the citizen’s committee as a non for profit 
corporation which will allow it to issue tax 
receipts for donations. 
 The three locations deemed suitable for 
the relocation of the station are the Beachway 
Park, Maple Park and Central Park. 
 Much work needs to be done before the 

station will be secured in its new home and 
funds are needed to accomplish this goal. 
The first fund raiser the group has planned is a 
booth at the Burlington Mall on Saturday April 
23rd. There will also be a gala fund raiser held 
at Emma’s Back Porch on Thursday April 
28th. Tickets are $30.00 each. 
Details can be found at the Friends Of The 
Freeman Station web site at                                 
www.freemanstation.ca   
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Name       Telephone     
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
Membership dues (Please check which one) 

  
    New Member       Renewal 
 

  Family:  $40.00   Single: $30.00    Senior: $25.00 
    

I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     
A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 
PO Box 93164 

1450 Headon Road 
Burlington, Ontario. L7M 4A3  

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Les Armstrong  905 637 2270 
  Past President  Dave Morris  905 336 6503 
  1st Vice President Patrick Sweeny  905 634 5177 
  2nd Vice President Alan Harrington.  905 319 4277 
 Secretary   Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  Treasurer   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
  Dir. Digital  Imaging Jane Irwin   905 637 7266 
  Archivist   TBA 
 Convenors          
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson / James Clemens 
 Membership Team     Brian Ryder / Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Dohn Nagy 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       Alan Harrington 
 Program        Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Dohn Nagy 
 Telephone Committee   Iris Davy 
 Web site Convenor   Dave Morris 

BHS GAZETTE 

Membership Application 



 

  

 

  Page 2       Doors Open 
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  Page 4       Brant’s Gorget 
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Coming Events 

   General Meeting 
Program 

 

Repairing Old Photographs 
 

Speaker 

David Craig 
Monday, September 12th, 2011  

 Meeting at 7:00 PM 
Burlington Central Library 

Centennial Room 
 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 6 Issue 6  September 2011 

 

The  Bur l ington Histor ica l  Society’s 

Gazette  

Preserving Bur l ington’s  History for  Today and Tomorrow  

 
Executive Meeting 

 
Tuesday Sept. 6th - 7:00 PM 

History Room 
Burlington Central Library 

 

General Meeting  
 

Monday Sept.12th -7:00 PM 
Centennial Room 

Burlington Central library 
 

 
Is it possible to 
restore an old 
heirloom 
photograph such 
as this to its 
original pristine 
look?  
The answer is yes 
and David Craig 
will show us how 
at the Burlington 
Historical Society 
meeting on 
September the 
12th. 
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D id you come? Were you helping out 
at one of the sites? Or were you 

working on one of the Doors Open Burling-
ton committees? 
 If you answered ‘yes’ to the above 
question – thank you so much for contribut-
ing to the success of Doors Open Burling-
ton 2011!  If you have not heard about the 
Doors Open program, here is a quick intro-
duction. 
The very first Doors Open/Portes Ouverts 
event took place in 1985 in France  at the 
suggestion of the then Minister of Culture 
Jack Lang.  In 1985 the Council of Europe 
extended the program to additional coun-
tries and now all 49 countries in the Coun-
cil of Europe (ranging from Russia to Tur-
key to Scotland to the Vatican) participate 
in the program.  In 2001, Toronto became 
the first city in North America to celebrate 
its heritage with a Doors Open Toronto 
weekend and in 2002 the first US program 
was held in Lowell, Mass.  Since then the 
program has expanded across Canada in-
cluding Newfoundland and Labrador,  53 
municipalities in Ontario, Manitoba, Sas-
katchewan, Alberta, B.C, and the Yukon,  
several South American countries and to 
Australia. 
 The primary purpose of these pro-
grams is to open doors of landmark build-
ings and facilities which are either normally 
not open to the public or for which you usu-
ally have to pay an entrance fee.  It pro-
vides an opportunity for residents to be 
tourists in their own city, town or village 
and a chance to glimpse what life was like 
in a different time, to learn about local his-
tory and heritage and to develop an appre-
ciation for a community’s architecture and 
landmarks. 
 Burlington held its first Doors Open 
weekend in June 2010 and its second last 
June 11th and 12th.   There are 11 commu-
nity partners , including the Burlington His-

torical Society, that support the develop-
ment of the program ranging from the City 
of Burlington, the Museums of Burlington, 
Heritage Burlington, Heritage Umbrella 
Group, Tourism Burlington, the Burlington 
Art Centre,   Creative Burlington, the Bur-
lington Public Library, the Burlington Hotel 
Association and the Hamilton Branch of the 
United Empire Loyalists.  
 In 2011 there were Burlington 20 
sites opening their doors to visitors at no 
charge including: both museums, the Bur-
lington Art Centre in conjunction with their 
Fine Arts and Crafts Fair, the Gingerbread 
House, St Luke’s  Anglican Church, St 
John’s Anglican Church, L’Eglise  St. Phil-
ippe, Nelson United Church, the Halton 
Mosque,  McMaster’s new De Groote 
School of Business, the Burlington History 
Room at the Central Library,  the Wartime 
Museum at the Royal Canadian Legion, the 
Union Burying Grounds (in front of Ikea),  
Mountain Equipment Co-op (which pro-
vided tours of its environmental initiatives), 
the Burlington Fire Department headquar-
ters, the Music Centre (which opened  re-
hearsals for both the Junior Redcoats and 
the Burlington Teen Tour Band),  12 vin-
tage cars from the Historical Automobile 
Society of Canada parked on Elizabeth St, 
displays about the Freeman Station project 
and the new Burlington Performing Arts 
Centre, Ken Davy’s presentation about the 
Brant Inn,  and Heritage Burlington pro-
vided guided walking tours of the Burling-
ton Art Centre area and the Downtown area 
on both Saturday and Sunday. 
4500 visitors toured the various sites – 
many from Burlington and surrounding 
communities but some from as far away as 
Ottawa, Windsor, Niagara-on-the-Lake  and 
Kingston. 
 Work has already begun for the 2012 
Doors Open Burlington – watch for details 
that should be available early in the new 
year! 

Doors Open 
By Wendy Schick 
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Burlington White Oak recognized as an 
Ontario Heritage Tree 

 

T his majestic White Oak tree, 30 metres high and with a circumference close to 500 cm, is 
quite possibly one of the oldest and largest Quercus alba specimens in Canada.  

 The tree was nominated jointly by the Burlington Horticultural Society and the Burlington 
Historical Society for recognition under the Ontario Heritage Tree Program. The two BHS 
groups -- the "Hort" and the "Hist" -- together represent  almost 150 years of community activity 
in Burlington. The city-owned Oak, now standing by the north shore of Burlington Bay on 
Allview Avenue, is estimated to be at least 300 years old.  
 Its nomination was supported by Burlington’s City Forester Rick Lipsitt, who has worked 
with the “Hort” over many decades to maintain an Honour Roll of the city’s heritage trees.  
 This White Oak was a surveyor’s benchmark in 1789 for a treaty arranging the purchase, 
for the British Crown from the Mississaugua nation, of a block of land that soon afterwards 
became the 3450-acre parcel of land known as “Brant’s Block”.  For more than a century, 
Joseph Brant’s Block was the basis of subsequent development of Wellington Square and the 
Village of Burlington. Until 1957, the tree and survey line defined the border between 
Aldershot  and Burlington. 
 For news of an autumnal celebration of this tree, please check the BHS website in 
September 
 For further images and notes, please check the Burlington Images website  

 http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/results?q=Allview+Oak&st=kw  and  
http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/results?q=treaty 

 
For news of an autumnal celebration of this tree, please check the BHS website in 
September  http://www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca/ 



 

4 

 

BHS GAZETTE 

Before There Was a Burlington, Ontario, 
Who Was Living There? 

 

 Central Burlington Public Library,  2331 New Street, on Tuesday October 4 at 7 pm. 
Jane Irwin will present an illustrated talk about people living in, or passing through, the 
Burlington area between 1775 and 1830.  
 The talk is one of the BPL’s One Book, One Burlington programs. This year’s book 
selection is The Nine Lives of Charlotte Taylor: The First Woman Settler on the Miramichi 
by Sally Armstrong.  

 For more information, please see the website http://www.bpl.on.ca/ 

   
 
 
From the Burlington Gazette June 26, 

1968  
Donates ‘all’ 

Burlington Historical Society decided 
Monday night to “go for broke” in the attempt 
to raise the further $4000 necessary to secure 
Chief Joseph Brant’s historical gorget for the 
museum here. At the groups meeting, 
members made a rough estimate of the 
minimum sum on which the society could 
survive for the rest of the year, and donated 

the complete balance of its funds, $650, to the 
gorget. This amount had been saved up over 
many years. 
 There is only a short time left to find the 
rest of the money to complete the purchase of  
the historical object, associated with the great 
Chief Brant and his services to Burlington, and 
to Canada as a whole.  
 The gorget, which was purchased in 
competition with several U.S. collectors is 
being held by the Toronto art dealer who 
purchased it on behalf of the group of 
Burlington citizens who are trying to raise the 
remainder of the needed sum. 
The members of this group, as well as those of 
the Burlington Historical Society are working 
hard to collect the rest of the money before the 
deadline. All contributions for the gorget’s 
purchase should be made to: 
 “The Paul A Fisher Fund in Trust, Brant 
Gorget, Royal Bank Brant and Lakeshore, 
Burlington, Ont.”  
 John Furlong, President of the 
Burlington Historical Society, said, “ We must 
remember that Joseph Brant’s contribution to 
our heritage was the most significant single 
Indian influence in North America. Without 
his help, and the help of the Six Nations tribes, 
whom he influenced, the British could not 
have held this country, and we would be in a 
much different world here today” Mr. Furling 
may be reached at NE 4-2647.   

Brant’s gorget 

From the Toronto Telegram 
May30,1968 

$13,000 gorget for 
Burlington 

 A Burlington group last night bought 
for the town museum a gift given to Mohawk 
Chieftain Joseph Brant by King George III.  
 The silver gilt gorget was one of several 
items auctioned by Sotheby's of Canada ltd.  
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 Past President Ken Davy is standing by the rock that will hold the plaque 
commemorating the Brant Inn. The rock with the plaque attached will stand in the park 
at the location where the Brant Inn once stood. 
 It has been a long process to get the city’s approval for the  placing of a  plaque by 
the Historical Society. 
 Ken has now been assured by a city official that the plaque will be in place 
mounted on this rock by the site of the Brant Inn by Fall. 
 One executive member with tongue in cheek asked if the city gave a commitment as 
to what year that fall would be in. 

Check out the societies web site at 
www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 

Plaqued at Last ? 
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THEN AND NOW 

1920 

2011 
 Great changes have been wrought to the corner of Brant and Lakeshore Road 
in the ninety one years between these two pictures. 
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SAVE THE FREEMAN STATION 
The Friends OF Freeman Station held a successful fund raiser on August 17th at the Q.B. Grille.  
A large crowd enjoyed a delicious steak dinner and a fun filled evening. Many of our society 
members were in attendance. The evening included dozens of lucky draws as well as a silent 
auction. The 50/50 draw was won by Don & Wendy Smith who immediately donated the pro-
ceeds to the Friends Of The Freeman Station.  

Les Armstrong thanks Don & Wendy Smith of Smith’s Funeral Homes 
for their donation of $5,000 in support of saving the station. 

Chairman Les Armstrong accepts a cheque . 
for $1,500 from Glenda Lloyd of COGECO in 
support of the Friends of Freeman Station 

110 friends enjoyed an evening in support of 
the station.  
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The  Bur l ington Histor ica l  Society’s 

Gazette  

Preserving Bur l ington’s  History for  Today and Tomorrow  

EXTRA 
Change of Date for next meeting 

The October meeting of the Burlington Historical Society will be held on 
October 3rd 

In the Centennial Room of the Central Library at 7 p,m, 

Our guest speaker will be Professor Vance 
Professor Vance is a specialist in Canadian military and cultural history, war and society in the 20th century, and 
social memory. From 2000 to 2010 he held the Canada Research Chair in Conflict and Culture, and was elected a 
fellow of the Royal Society of Canada in 2008. His monograph Death So Noble won the 1998 Sir John A. Mac-
donald Prize, the 1998 C. P. Stacey Award, and the 1998 Dafoe Book Prize. In 2010, A History of Canadian Cul-
ture won the Lela Common Award from the Canadian Authors Association. 

Professor Jonathan Vance, of UWO, will relay the engaging and tragic tale of Frank Pickersgill, his escape from a 
Labour Camp during the opening years of the World War 2, to his joining the Special Operations Executive -- 
"Churchill's secret army" and subsequent capture by the Gestapo.  

Due to scheduling problems there will not be a regular issue of the Gazette 
for October 


	BHS_NL_January2011
	BHS_NL_February2011
	BHS_NL_April2011
	BHS_NL_May2011
	BHS_NL_September2011
	BHS_NL_October2011

