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I am sure all who attended 
the launch of our video 
“Meet Me at the Brant 
Inn” at our meeting on 
November 10th would 
unequivocally agree that it 
was a resounding success. 
The launch and concert 
were followed was 
obviously very much 

enjoyed by the filled-to-capacity audience.  
 At the launch, our author of “Brant Inn 
Memories”, Stewart Brown, gave a highly 
interesting review of portions of his book. 
Stewart’s delivery has become very polished 
as he continues to give frequent 
presentations at book signings in this area. 
The highlight of the evening was the Big 
Band concert by the twelve professional 
musicians who were assembled by Jim 
Philip. We are indebted to Jim for the effort 
he put into organizing and leading the band 
and the extremely entertaining job he did 
with his introductions. It was obvious at the 
end of the evening that everyone wanted the 
music to go on and on. 
 Our sales of the DVD at the concert 
and since have been excellent. We were 
pleased that Richard Bachmann offered to 
carry our video at the Different Drummer in 
Burlington. It is also available at the Brian 
Prince book store in Hamilton. 
 One of our principal goals in 
producing the “Meet Me at the Brant Inn” 
video is to have it shown on television to 
give it the widest possible audience. I can 
report that we are actively pursuing this and 
have been encouraged by favorable 
responses from a number of TV stations. 
 It is gratifying to finally see the 
successful completion and launch of our 
book “Brant Inn Memories” and the video 
“Meet Me at the Brant Inn”. Those of us on 
the committee, I must admit, are also 
experiencing a great sense of relief. These 
projects were accomplished by an 

President’s Report 
unbelievable amount of effort from fund-
raising to the overseeing of the many aspects 
of production all of which spanned well over 
four years. In recognition of this I want to 
again acknowledge my fellow committee 
members Ruth and John Borthwick and Jane 
Ann Newson for their tenacity and the 
excellent work they did in bringing the book 
and the video into being. 
 The November meeting brought to an 
end our series of General Meetings for 2008. 
It was also the last full meeting over which I 
will preside as your President. Your new 
President and Executive will be installed 
during the next meeting on Monday, January 
12th. In retrospect my two year term seems 
now to have passed very quickly. This I think 
is due in part to my tenure being a very busy 
time with quite a full platter of activities.  
 One new activity during the year was 
the creation of a website for the Society. We 
now have a  showcase from which we can 
exhibit our organization and promote our 
objectives to all who are interested. This was 
accomplished through input by a number of 
members. However, Judi McNairn and Dave 
Morris played key roles in bringing our new 
website on stream. 
 A popular addition was made to our 
programming by the introduction of the “Bits 
of Burlington” presentations by members. 
This has produced some great stories about 
interesting local personalities and places and 
it has served to increase member 
participation. 
 Awareness of the Society and the 
stimulation of interest in local history has 
taken a great leap forward by the monthly 
appearance in the Burlington Post of well-
written articles by our own Marguerite 
Botting. 
  We have heard a variety of outstanding 
speakers during the past two years when 
George Vallance served as our Program 
Chair. George is retiring from the Executive 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Archive Report 
by Jane Erwin Volunteer Achivist 

 
The Newman Family Farm at Freeman 

 
By George Kush 
 
The farm purchased by Canadian author Peter C. 
Newman’s father at Freeman in 1940 encompassed 
about 15 acres of good flat agricultural land. It was 
bounded on the east by the original Joshua Freeman 
homestead and the Clans Coffee Shop. To the west 
was another farmstead. The Newman place may have 
been small by some standards but it was a first-rate 
market garden and could produce 2 crops of lettuce 
and cabbage every year. The house was a big frame, 
two-storey structure with lots of windows and large a 
enclosed front veranda. It was located directly 
opposite the office of Tip Top Canners on Plains 
Road and the front steps were only about 10 or 12 
feet from the road itself. In those by-gone days, 
Plains Road was officially called "The King’s 
Highway" and later, "The Queen Elizabeth 
Highway." As long as I knew it, the Newman house 
was painted white with bold maroon trim. As a boy, I 
spent many Saturday mornings in the front living-
room watching cartoons and western serials on 
television. 
 Behind the house there was a small, dilapidated 
wooden garage and at least one good-sized bedding 
greenhouse. Set back from the road and west of the 
house itself was a large gray barn on a stone 
foundation. It was a little run-down by the late 
1950's, early ‘60's but I remember the stalls for the 
horses, there was even some old harness still hanging 
from the walls. I used to play Cowboys and Indians 
in that barn and to my father’s great displeasure I lost 
one of my favorite Gene Autry cap-pistols there. We 
both spent about two hours hunting for it in the tall 
grass. Me in tears and refusing to walk home without 
it and my father getting angrier by the moment. If it’s 
still there, it’s now buried under the pavement of J. 
Holland Motors and waiting for some future 
archaeologist to come along. 
 The Newman farm was eventually purchased 
by a Mr. Kerry who owned an operated a fur storage 
business south-west of the intersection of Brant and 

Caroline Streets. That building is still there. Mr. 
Kerry sub-divided the Newman property for 
housing and my father purchased two building 
lots from him and built the first post-war home at 
Freeman. 
 The remaining property, about three acres 
in total was sold to a family named Crostie who 
lived there until about 1959. It changed hands 
again and was finally sold to J. Holland Motors 
in 1965. The buildings were subsequently 
leveled to make way for the automobile 
dealership. Today, like most of Freeman, there’s 
virtually nothing remaining above ground except 
the old Tip Top Canners buildings, but with 
careful observation a person can still see the flat 

nature of the land itself. 
 
The Old Newman Barn Watercolour 
 
 I executed this small watercolour sketch 
(approx. 7" x 9") of the old Newman barn at 
Freeman during the winter of 1964-65. I was 14 
at the time and if I recollect accurately, I started 
with a pencil sketch in my high school art class 
notebook and then did the painting at home on 
proper watercolour paper. Not any easy task in 
those days. Burlington in the 1950's and ‘60's 
was not exactly geared to foster anyone’s 
budding art career. To get even the most basic 
supplies I had to take an HSR bus into Hamilton 
and given my limited financial resources it’s a 

(Continued on page 7) 
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By Marguerite Botting 

A ny amateur painter who stumbles onto St. 
Luke’s Anglican Church would stop in 

shock. So, picture-perfect. Is it real?  Oh yes, 
the white clapboard exterior with Gothic 
wooden door and simple bell tower create the 
stereotypical postcard image. The towering 
sentinel pine trees and ancient gravestones 
complete the painting, hardly to be believed.  
A glimpse inside shows gleaming wooden 
walls set off by exquisite stained glass 
windows. This year St. Luke’s church is 
celebrating its 175th anniversary, a 
terquasequicentennial.  
 Walk up the steps to St. Luke's, through 
the door of the narthex to sit in a wooden pew 
and you will be transported to 1834 when this 
enchanting church was built. Pause to hear the 
music. The organ is special with its 1,459 
pipes made by the Cassavant Brothers of 
Quebec, considered the finest pipe organ 

builders in North America. Pipe sizes range 
from two inches to sixteen feet with a full 
capacity of trumpet notes resonating within the 
pine walls. Cast in an England foundry in 
1850, a single church bell rings out every 
Sunday. Many renovations and expansions 
have altered the original two-storey building 
from its box pews on the main floor, interior 
balconies on two sides, no central aisle.  
 Spiritual centre for 300 people, St. 
Luke’s is likely the most well-known church. 
Even though the building sits two blocks away 
from the lake, you can stand in St. Luke’s 
main doorway and view the waterfront through 
a narrow strip of parkland that forms a 
‘window’ to the lake. Or you can stand at the 
lake’s edge and look down the narrow lawn to 
see the lovely church doorway of St. Luke’s 
framed by stately trees. In 1834 you would 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Photo by Marguerite Botting 
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have used the plank walkway to go from the 
lakeshore to the main church doors. This parkette 
is known today as ‘Church Avenue.’ 

 The stained glass windows are spectacular. 
St. Luke, physician and healer, makes his 
presence known through the ‘winged ox’ that 
represents him. Look for a triptych of stained 
glass windows with the central window showing 
St. Luke’s church as it appeared in 1834. The 
oldest stained glass window, a small octagonal 
window installed in 1894 at the top of the south 
wall, catches sunlight throughout the day. The 
altar’s three large stained glass windows dated 
1894 cost $130, significant as a weekly 
collection plate offered only $10 to 15. Portrayed 
in the windows is a descending white dove that 
replaced a real stuffed dove formerly hung in the 
sanctuary. 
 In 1798 King George III rewarded Joseph 
Brant and his tribes for their loyalty in the 
French wars and the American Revolution with 
3,450 acres of land, “as much land as he could 
walk around from sunrise to sunset.” Brant, a 
Mohawk Indian Chief of Six Nations Indians and 
an Anglican since he was 20 years old always 
wanted to give some of this land to the church. 
His untimely death prevented this so his daughter 
Elizabeth donated her inherited land for the 
construction of St. Luke’s. Situated in the middle 
of the woods, after two years the building was 

(Continued from page 4) 
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complete and no longer did the Burlington 
residents have to travel long distances to church 
or wait for an itinerant preacher, a member of 
the saddlebag brigade. The important activities 
of church life started with the 1835 baptism of 
Martha Tassie, daughter of a stonecutter. 
Tuning forks signaled the first note of a hymn 
with only two hymns printed on cards and sung 
week after week with no variation. 
 St. Luke’s secured its first rector, the 
Reverend Doctor Thomas Greene. His kindly 
wife left her “green thumb” mark on St. Luke’s 
with the planting in 1840 of acacia and locust 
trees lining the path to the lake. The Greenes 
lived in Burlington’s Roseland area, named so 
because Mrs. Greene planted roses here 
repeating the rose gardens planted on the church 
property. Rector Greene’s dog accompanied 
him to church, laying beside him when he 
preached, peering at the congregation who 
would be amused when the dog would give big 
yawns. Another notable rector, Reverend 
Tebbs, won a wide audience with his radio 
broadcasts as “Old Man Sunshine,” 
broadcasting the first religious service in 
Canada. 
 A walk around the cemetery or ‘burying 
ground’ gives a lesson in St. Luke’s history. 
Enclosed within iron railings, we see the 
Fergusson family plot. Founder of Woodhill 
Farm, pioneer, agriculturalist and statesman, 
Adam Fergusson rests here. His son, the 
Honorable A.F. Fergusson Blair, the first Privy 
Council President of the Dominion of Canada, 
is buried alongside. Nearby are the burial plots 
for Augustus Bates, the first child in Nelson 
Township born to European settlers. St. Luke’s 
benefactor, Elizabeth Brant Kerr and her 
husband Captain William Kerr, likely dying of 
cholera, were buried on the same day, April 27, 
1845. Reverend Greene served as St. Luke’s 
rector for 40 years and was laid to rest outside 
the walls of his beloved church. A sad little area 
is the low-walled plot where more than 30 
children under the age of five were buried. Over 

(Continued on page 7) 

Interior of the church showing the beautiful stained glass 
window 

Photo Burlington Public Library 
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SHARE A GOOD THING  

BRING A FRIEND TO 
OUR NEXT MEETING 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

Membership 
We are now up to 138 members for 2008. 
Membership fees for 2009 will remain unchanged 
from 2008. 
Renewals are now being accepted for 2009.  
Please use the membership form in the Gazette and 
mark it renewal. 

The Coffee Pot 
 

 

 

 

 

Remember that the coffee and 
cookies are paid for by the 

voluntary contributions in the 
basket 

and we thank him for his good work on our 
behalf. 
 The development and maintenance of the 
Society’s Archive is one of our central activities. 
We owe a vote of thanks to Jane Irwin for the 
many, many hours spent accumulating, recording 
and filing material of historic value. The recent 
good news is that a number of high quality 
volunteers have joined in to help with this 
important work. 
 A great asset to the Society is our 
newsletter the Gazette. It is an outstanding 
production and we have the editor and publisher, 
Les Armstrong to thank for this. Many 
newsletters from other Societies come to my 
attention and the Gazette in my opinion tops 
them all. 
 I would like to acknowledge and thank the 
members of the Executive for their support and 
efforts on behalf of the Society. Our Treasurer, 
Brian Ryder and our Secretary, Noreen McNairn 
must be singled out for special thanks for the 
important contributions they make to our 
organization. 
 Finally, I want to express the appreciation I 
have felt while I have been your President, for 
the time and energy that so many of our 
members put into various tasks, great and small, 
which altogether makes our Society work 
successfully.  
 The Burlington Historical Society has a 
solid record of  accomplishments and excellent 
prospects for even greater accomplishments in 
the future. It has been a gratifying experience to 
play a part in this as your President. Thank you 
for the honour and the privilege.   
 May I take this opportunity to pass along 
my very best wishes for a happy and healthy 
New Year. Remember that our first meeting in 
2009 will be on Monday, January 12th at 7:30pm 
at the Burlington Arts Centre. An interesting 
program has been planned. Les Armstrong will 
tell us about his “Journey through History” and 
the Member’s Presentation will be made by 
Noreen McNairn whose subject is the “History 
of the VON in Burlington”. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Annual General 
Meeting 

January 12, 2009 
Election of Officers  
Financial Report 
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wonder that I even made the effort, but today I’m 
glad that I did. Even if others thought I was nuts. 
 Being a natural-born farm boy I’ve always 
had a passion for old barns and weathered out-
buildings. Starting with my grandparents' farm in 
Milgrove I’ve made hundreds of sketches and 
watercolours over the years. The Newman barn 
always intrigued me because it was so unlike most 
of the barns I was familiar with. It had no earthen 
ramp leading up to the hayloft or tall silo and 
there was a large gap in one corner where the 
foundation wall was collapsing. I used to walk 
past it every day on the way home from school 
and although it had fallen on hard times, it still 
had character and I’ve always liked that about old 
buildings. Tidy them up a bit, add some livestock 
and they seem to come back to come back to life, 
not like an old house. 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

Office Depot 
The one stop shopping centre for Computers and Office supplies 

Judy Moir - Store Manager 
We are proud to be supporters and sponsors to the Burlington Historical Society 

 

1250 Brant St. Burlington  - 905 319 8449 
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a three year span from 1845 to 1848 these children 
lived only a few days giving stark testimony to the 
great hardships our first settlers experienced. 
 Tom Humby is the expert on St. Luke’s and 
offers tours of the church building and grounds. 
With his quick intellect and crinkly smile, his 
stories paint a picture of 175 years ago and bring 
the pretty picture of St. Luke’s to a sharp focus. 
Stand still. The quiet of St. Luke’s is meditative 
and the winds in the statuesque trees frame this 
exquisite postcard church all the while whispering 
of long gone days. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Photo by Burlington Historical Society 

This photograph of St Luke’s was taken in 1900. 
Part of the allee of Locust trees, said to have been 
planted by the first Rector's wife, Kate Green, can 
be seen on either side of the green avenue to the 
Lake.  
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    New Member       Renewal 
 

  Family:  $40.00   Single: $30.00    Senior: $25.00 
 

   I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     
 

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  
Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 
Membership Convener 

Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
  Past President  Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  1st Vice President Geo Vallance  905 634 7681 
  2nd Vice President Dave Morris  905 336 1329 
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 Convenors 
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 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
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I want to say how honored 
I am to be the President of 
the Burlington Historical 
Society. I never thought 
some 3 years ago when 
Les Armstrong and Jane 
Ann Newson approached 
me to join the Executive, 

that I would be in this position. 
 I attended my first BHS meeting, some 
years ago, at the Port Nelson United Church, 
not as a member or guest but as a speaker 
representing LACAC. From that night on I 
have found Society members to be engaging, 
interesting and always friendly. Throughout 
my years on LACAC, and latterly known as 
Heritage Burlington, I became more aware 
of how important the Society is and the 
contribution it provides to like Heritage  
groups, City Hall, and the Community at 
large. I want to continue this “mandate” and 
build on our achievements. 
 During the past two years while on the 
Executive I found myself surrounded by a 
group of very passionate people. I want to 
thank Ken Davy for his effort as President 
and his hard work on the Brant Inn projects. 
Ken becomes Past President so we will 
continue to look to his expertise.  Thanks 
also go to Noreen McNairn  who agreed to 
fill this last term as Secretary. I am pleased 
she has agreed to continue in this position. 
Bryan Ryder deserves thanks for stepping 
into the shoes of the Treasurer and managed 
to keep us on the same tack started by Alex 
Stewart. Thanks to both Bryan and Alex for 
getting and keeping the Society liquid. Bryan 
has also agreed to stay on, and includes the 
membership under his leadership. 
 George Vallance has decided to retire 
from his position. Thank you  George for 
providing a tremendous program over the 
past two years. Each meeting was 
stimulating and on many nights we 
scrambled to bring  in additional seating. We 
will continue to look forward to seeing you 

President’s Report 
at our monthly meetings. 
 This year we have two relative new 
comers. Don Nagy joins the Executive as 
First Vice President. He has been a member 
of the Society for a number of years and has 
agreed to join us. Les Armstrong 
unfortunately left the Heritage Burlington 
Committee, but fortunately for the Society  
has agreed to rejoin the Executive as Second 
Vice President. I look forward to Les’s 
continued support and guidance as he 
provided me during my terms as Chair of 
Heritage Burlington. We must also thank Les 
for his effort and work on The  Gazzette. If it 
weren’t for him we would not have as 
successful and interesting a newsletter as we 
have. 
 Thanks also go to the rest of the 
conveners who spend countless hours either 
telephoning, greeting, or setting up and 
taking active participation in shows and 
displays. One person  I do want to 
specifically recognize and thank  is Jane 
Irwin, our Archivist, and her crew. The 
Archives are the back bone of the Society and 
starting point for many researchers. Jane 
works tirelessly days and nights at the library 
researching and filing all types of materials 
for our Archives. I would suggest if you have 
never visited our Archives arrange a tour with 
Jane – you will be amazed. 
 As you can tell it takes a number of 
people to keep the Society running. Over the 
next few months I will be encouraging more 
of you to become involved and invite you to 
sit in on our Executive meetings. At the back 
of this publication is a list of the many 
Committees. If there is something that peaks 
your interest let us know. A contribution of 
even a little time helps us all. 

Dave Morris 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

Blairholme Avenue was named for 
George Blair 1852—1935 

See next page 
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Archive Report 
Jane Irwin Volunteer Achivist 

Describing the George Blair Fonds 
By Diane Wales, volunteer archives assistant 
 
[Note: the BHS owes Diane Wales a great vote of 
thanks for preparing our first description, to 
professional archival standards, for entry on 
ARCHEION,  Ontario's Archival Information 
Network.] 
 
 This fall, Jane Irwin asked me if I would like to 
put my newly acquired archival skills to work on a 
new project—the description of the George Blair 
fonds. Simple enough, I thought, at least until I got 
started. In the years since Blair’s papers were 
donated to the BHS in 1995, they had undergone 
preservation and preliminary organization. There was 
even a basic inventory. But there was no complete 
description of the fonds that had been created 
according to true archival standards and that was 
what I had been asked to do. Two types of 
description were possible: a brief biography and 
outline of the fonds suitable for a catalogue, or a 
highly detailed description suitable to be added to 
ARCHEION, an online database organized by the 
Ontario Archives Association. Carried away by all 
the enthusiasm of a new convert to the archives 
cause, I decided to go straight for the Archeion 
description. 
 Before I could begin the description I had to 
make a thorough examination of the contents of the 
storage boxes. Most of Blair’s papers had already 
been sorted, filed, and labelled very nicely and 
simply needed a little reorganization. However, I 
discovered a whole stack of yet unsorted items and 
these had to be gone through and put into either 
existing file folders or new ones. At the same time, 
other items surfaced that were dated after George 
Blair had died, so could not be part of his fonds. (A 
fonds is all of the papers accumulated by an 
individual, government or organization in the course 
of normal activities.) Amongst these were a file of 
newspaper clippings that included a number of 
family marriage and obituary notices, a box 
containing old newspapers that had been saved by 
Blair family members over the years, and a number 
of family photographs. These will become the Blair 

Family Papers, a collection, rather a fonds. With 
the papers divided into two groups, I could then 
concentrate on arranging  and describing the 
George Blair fonds. 
 The next step before the fonds could be 
described was to decide upon the most 
appropriate arrangement of the files. Once the 
files had been sorted and labelled, I had to decide 
whether they fell into particular categories easily. 
These categories are called “series”. I tried 
several possible combinations and in the end 
decided to keep the arrangement as simple as 
possible, in fact, very close to what I had 
originally found. The bound account books 
became one series, Blair’s business papers were 
subdivided into building and farming business 
papers, and so on. A series may contain one file 
or several, filed in alphabetical order, and within 
each file, the papers are usually arranged 
chronologically. When the arrangement was 
settled, the files were placed once more into their 
archival boxes to protect them and to secure the 
new organization. The boxes for the fonds were 
then  numbered and given contents labels. 
 After the papers had been boxed and 
labelled, the next step was to create the 
description. Formal archival descriptions can be 
brief and very general, as for a catalogue, or they 
may contain considerably more detail. The most 
detailed is the one required for ARCHEION 
since it provides distant researchers with enough 
information about a fonds or collection to allow 
them to decide whether a visit to Burlington will 
be worth the effort. An ARCHEION description 
provides “the title of the archival material, 
information on the nature and subject of the 
documents, biographical or administrative 
history of the person, family or organization that 
created and/or accumulated the documents, the 
dates when the documents were created, details 
on the physical format and other relevant details 
about the original archival material.” Information 
about where the records are located and how to 
access them is also included. To see our 
ARCHEION description, go to  

(Continued on page 7) 
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Township.  George’s poetry book, Maples 
Leaves, was published in the same year with 
the collection of poetry including his love 
poem.  Sadly, after only seven months of 
marriage George lost his lovely 23 year old 
Maggie as she died on May 12, 1865. Maggie 
was buried in White Church Cemetery in 
Glanford.  George lived until 1917, had over 
fifty years of affiliation with notable 
universities, a career as a journalist and school 
administrator, with one job being the principal 
of Central School in Hamilton. A well-
travelled man, George came home when he 
was buried at Hamilton Cemetery. 
 The immortalization of George’s love 
for Maggie began the following year when 
George’s friend, J.C. Butterfield set the poem 
to music beginning the whirl of popularity for 
this song around the world. Popular?  The 
listing of artists who sang George’s song is 
prodigious.  First recorded in 1905 by Morgan 
and Stanley, George’s lyrics and Butterfield’s 
melody were interpreted into a number of 
music styles.  Consider the song as sung by 
tenor, Enrico Caruso, bluegrass musician, Mac 
Wiseman, crooner Perry Como, jazzman 
Benny Goodman and ragtime pianist Johnny 
Maddox. George’s love song to Maggie is one 
of the standards of Dixieland.  In 1983 it 
reached number 27 in the UK singles chart 
which led many people to think wrongly that 
this is an Irish song.  In 2005 George Johnson 
was inducted into the Canadian Songwriter’s 
Hall of Fame. A poignant version of his song 
can be heard today on YouTube with John 
McCormack singing George’s love poem to 
Maggie. 
 Shirley Harrison, a “twice over great 
niece” of Maggie Clark, spoke of this family 
love story at one of the Burlington Historical 
Society’s meetings.  Research notes that 
Maggie died of tuberculosis; but Shirley states 
that family legend says that typhoid fever 
ended Maggie’s life. Shirley also noted that at 
one time there was an historical marker on 

(Continued on page 7) 
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A Benchmark Love Song Enduring Almost 150 years 
Marguerite Botting with Shirley Harrison 
January 2009 

F ebruary is the valentine month of 
enchanting words and pledges of forever 

love.  “When You and I Were Young Maggie” 
is a personal love poem written by a twenty-
one year old boy to his sweetheart, an 18 year 
old girl. This parlor song has endured for 
almost 150 years as the song of lovers. 
 It is 1859 and the dark, attractive, curly 
haired George Washington Johnson, a recent 
graduate of the University of Toronto, came to 
S.S. #5 Glanford as a beginning teacher.  His 
newly built school had been erected by the 
grist mill owner, Joseph Clark who had a 
daughter, Maggie Clark, an 18 year old student 
now in George’s class.  Only three years older 
than his student, the handsome man fell in love 
with the beautiful girl.  Their relationship grew 
in leaps and bounds during their long walks on 
the roads of Binbrook and Twenty Mile Creek. 
Both George and Maggie loved music so they 
walked singing songs together. 
 The courtship was difficult as Maggie 
had serious bouts of illness that worried 
George. During one of these anxious times, 
George sat on a high hill overlooking the grist 
mill and penned a poem to his beloved 
Maggie. This poem had a curious perspective. 
George wrote from a vantage point of 
melancholy in that he and Maggie are an older 
couple who had lived a long life together.  
George’s poem talked of his love for Maggie 
over many, many years to a time when they 
were young.  Without any doubt, we know the 
young George was being wistful, as he was 
likely hoping that, despite her illness, he and 
Maggie would spend a lifetime together. 
 The poem charmed the listener with this 
perspective as it is offered in the first chorus: 
And now we are aged and grey, Maggie, 
And the trials of life nearly done, 
Let us sing of the days that are gone, Maggie, 
When you and I were young. 
 George and Maggie married in October 
21, 1864 at the Methodist Church in Glanford 
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2009 executive members of BHS, left to right 1st Vice President, Don Nagy 2nd Vice President Les Armstrong,, 
President Dave Morris, Treasurer Brian Ryder, Secretary, Noreen McNairn, Past President Ken Davy. 

2009 Executive members 

Heritage Day 2009 
February 14 

Burlington Central Library 
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New Members 
 

We wish to welcome new members to BHS 
 

Patricia Sweeny 
 

Al & Sue Carey 
 

Please make our new members welcome. 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

 

Membership 
Membership renewals for 2009 are now 
due.  To remain in good standing and 
continue to receive the Gazette, renewals 
must be received by the March meeting.  
Please use the membership form in the 
Gazette and mark it renewal.  If mailing it 
in, our address is 
 The Burlington Historical Society, 
 PO Box 40565, 
 RPO Upper Brant, 
 Burlington, ON L7P 4W1 

The Coffee Pot 
 

 

 

 

 

The refreshments for January cost us 
$56.50.   The collection basket contained 

$34.35!!!! 
Remember that the coffee and cookies 

are paid for by the voluntary 
contributions in the basket 

Fonds is an archival term used to describe a 
collection of papers that originate from the same 
source. More specifically, a fonds distinguishes 
itself from a collection through its organic nature, 
as archival documents that have been naturally 
accumulated (made or received) by an individual, 
company, institution, etc. as a byproduct of 
business or day-to-day activities.  
In modern archival practice, the fonds is generally 
the highest level of arrangement, and is usually 
used to describe the whole of the archives of an 
organization or the papers of an individual. It may 
be divided into sub-fonds, generally the records 
of different branches of an organization or major 
themes within the papers of an individual. These 
are in turn further subdivided into series (which 
may in a smaller archive come directly below a 
fonds without the presence of a sub-fonds), 
usually used for groupings of individual types of 
documents (minutes, correspondence files, deeds, 
etc.), sub-series, files, and items. An item is the 
smallest archival unit, and is usually indivisible (a 
single volume or letter, for instance). It is 
technically possible to add an infinite number of 
subs to the fonds, series or file, but in practice it is 
actually rare for more than one to be used. 
The term fonds originated in French archival 
practice, but has now spread to English-speaking 
countries as well. In some countries, including the 
United Kingdom, Australia and Canada, it has 
officially ousted the term collection, which used 
to be used for this level and is now usually only 
used for fonds assembled, but not created, by a 
collector (although it is still in fact used in its old 
sense by many archivists, since it is more easily 
understood by the public). In the United States, 
archivists still often use the terms "collection" and 
"record group" for comparable levels of archival 

What is a  
FONDS 

 
Sourse Wecopedia Free Encyclopedia 
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http://archeion-aao.fis.utoronto.ca/bsearch.html 
and enter the name Blair, George in the search 
box. Our catalogue descriptions will be kept 
within the BHS Archives in the History Room of 
the Burlington Public Library. 
 Throughout the process of describing the 
fonds, I sent Jane regular progress reports and she, 
in turn, answered my many questions and 
provided me with support as well as suggestions 
of where to find additional biographical 
information. With only the final tidying up left to 
do on the description, Jane asked whether I 
planned to develop a finding aid for the fonds. 
Once I got over my surprise, I saw that this was a 
natural outgrowth of the description process. 
Basically, the finding aids will be detailed 
inventories of each fonds or collection within our 
Archives. For instance, the first section of the 
finding aid for the George Blair fonds gives the 
title, linear measurement of the files, an accession 
number and location of the fonds. In addition, 
there is a short biography of Blair and a general 
description of the papers. The second section 
provides a complete index of the series including 
the name of every file with its location. The 
creation of archival descriptions and finding aids 
is a time consuming and labour intensive project, 
yet it is hugely exciting with its potential to make 
the records of the Burlington Historical Society 
Archives accessible to researchers of all kinds. I 
can hardly wait to start the next one!  

**** 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Highway #6 noting the birthplace of Maggie Clark; 
but this plaque was removed as Maggie’s 
homestead, is a private residence and not a museum 
as many curious people discovered. 
 In October 30, 1937, the Hamilton Assembly 
of the Sons of Canada erected a monument to 
George Johnson using a repaired millstone from  
Maggie’s father’s sawmill.  This millstone is seen 
today at the entrance to the rock garden at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens in Aldershot very near the 
high level bridge.  Two of Maggie’s sisters, 
Shirley’s aunts, and her grandmother attended the 
unveiling ceremony.  Doubtless George’s love song 
written for his beloved Maggie was sung at this 
ceremony. 
 Everyone would agree that the endurance of 
this love song is extraordinary. Maybe it can be 
your love song on Valentine’s Day, a song you can 
sing as you look back on your life together with the 
one person you love?  Possibly you could visit the 
millstone to acknowledge this monument to 
courtship, romance and enduring love?  Maggie’s 
descendant, Shirley, must have the last words, 
“Imagine having a love song written to you, and 
having people more than 150 years after your death 
still singing it on both sides of the Atlantic.  How 
romantic.”  Happy Valentines Day. 

(Continued from page 4) 

George Blair 1852—1935 
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Name       Telephone      
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
Membership dues (Please check which one) 

  
    New Member       Renewal 
 

  Family:  $40.00   Single: $30.00    Senior: $25.00 
 

   I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     
 

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  
Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 
Membership Convener 

Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Dave Morris  905 336 1329 
  Past President  Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  1st Vice President Don Nagy   905 639 6663 
  2nd Vice President Les Armstrong  905 637 2270 
 Secretary   Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  Treasurer   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Jane Irwin  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson/Marguerite Botting
 Membership Team     Brian Ryder/Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Kay/David Davidson 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       Brian Ryder 
 Program        Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Les Armstrong 
 Telephone Committee   Iris Davy 
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Membership Application 



 

  

 

Page 2      President’s Message 
 

Page 3      Archive Report  
 

Page 4      Brown’s Wharf 
 

Page 6  The Archives   
 

Page 6      Coffee Pot 
       

Page 8  Executive Council       
 

Coming Events 

 General Meeting 
Program 

“LOSS of the S.S. ATLANTIC” 
Speaker 

Ian Bell 
Curator of the Port Dover Maritime Museum 

 

Monday, March 9th, 2009  
 Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre 
 
 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 4 Issue 3  March 2009 

 

The Burl ington His tor ica l  Society’s 

Gazette  

Preserv ing Burl ington’s  His tory for Today  and Tomorrow 

Executive Meeting 
 

March 2nd - 7:00 PM 
History Room 

Burlington Central Library 
 

General Meeting  
March 9th - 7:30 PM 
Burlington Art Centre  

 

Renewals for 2009 
membership are now due. 

  Atlantic: Sidewheel passenger steamer of 267 ft sank on 8/20/1852 after colliding 
with the propeller steamer Ogdensberg, east of the tip of Long Point. From 150 to 
250 drowned in this disaster. The Atlantic had a freight cargo and $36,000 of 
American Express gold (in 1852 dollars) in its safe. For this reason it became the 
focus of the most famous, long running, and unprofitable salvage operation in the 
history of Lake Erie. Join us as Ian Bell recounts the disaster. 
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Y ou will be pleased to 
know that  your 

Executive hit the ground 
running at their first 
meeting. They rolled up 
their sleeves and started to 
work on a number of 
projects. We have lots of 

ideas and work to do and will announce them 
as is appropriate. 
 Your Society has done a great job this 
year organizing the Annual Heritage Day 
Festivities. This year it was held at the 
library on Valentine’s Day with theme of 
“Burlington Loves Heritage”. The highlight 
of the day was the first Heritage Photo 
Contest. There were 22 entries, and is sure to 
become an annual fixture of the Day. Thanks 
go to Noreen McNairn for her hard work as 
this year’s Chair. She has been working on 
this project since May and has represented 
the Society well. 
 Whenever there is a public event that 
needs some help organizing there are always 
two members that can be counted on. Given 
the task of organizing and managing people 
to man the tables can be difficult. These two 
continually step forth and do a wonderful 
job. I would like to thank both John and Ruth 
Borthwick for their efforts. They continually 
help the Society when we are on public view 
and also on other projects such as the Brant 
Inn project. Without their efforts we would 
not be where we are now. 
 Thanks also to every other member 
who came out and staffed the tables. They 
include Betty Park, Betty Stubbs, Marianne 
Hubbs, Jane Ann Newson, Morven Copley, 
Ruth Borthwick, and a special thanks to Judi 
McNairn for bringing the books and setting 
up the display. As I said before, many hands 
can make a job easier. I think we all found 
the day rewarding. 
 If you are looking for a copy of the 
Brant Inn video, the DVDs are now back in 
stock. However, I would suggest you do not 

President’s Report 
wait long to pick up a copy. We have had a 
tremendous response to this with many of the 
second run already sold before they were 
ready. Once this run is sold out we  will have 
sold 1800 DVDs since the launch in 
November. There has been no decision as to 
whether a third run will be done. 
 In this month’s Gazette there is a very 
interesting article by Jane Irwin. In it she 
discusses the definition of fonds and the 
cataloging system in the archives. The 
Archives is the cornerstone of your Society. I 
would encourage every member to tour the 
archives. It is at Central Library in the 
Burlington History Room on the second 
floor. Please contact Jane Irwin for an 
appointment or take a chance and drop in. If 
our  Volunteers are there they will be pleased 
to show you around. A brochure of the 
Archives is currently in process. I would like 
to see and challenge as many members as 
possible to come for a tour between now and 
our May meeting. I think you will be amazed 
at what is there. 
 Our program for March looks to be 
very interesting with Ian Bell telling us about 
the Loss of the SS Atlantic. The Bits Of 
Burlington will continue this month with a 
talk by  Jane Ann Newson on “The history of 
the Red Cross in Burlington”. I would 
encourage you to come out and bring a 
friend. Let’s try to break our attendance 
record. 
 See you at the BHS in March! 

 
 

Dave Morris 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

Mayor Jackson opening Heritage Day 
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Archive Report 
By Jane Irwin Volunteer Achivist 
BHS Gazette Editor Les Armstrong has asked me to 
explain the archival term “fonds”, and President 
Dave Morris has asked me to outline the cataloging 
system of our Archives. These topics are related, and 
I’ve combined them to make up this March Archives 
Report for the Gazette.  
 
What is this thing called fonds? 
 Fonds is a French term used by archivists 
because it has no exact translation in English. Un 
fonds is not the same thing as a collection (une 
collection, in French), which is just a bunch of stuff 
that someone has acquired -- often painstakingly, 
often reflecting a lot of expertise, and often 
purchased with some expense of money.  
 A fonds, in contrast, consists of records 
accumulated by a business or organization or person 
in the course of their active involvement in the 
world. Financial records are fonds -- think of 
“funds” (another English translation of the word). So 
are letters, diaries, minutes, advertisements, and 
photographs recording personal or institutional 
activities.  
 Remember those tricky French verbs in high 
school? The verbs fondre and fonder are completely 
different. Fondre means to melt metal (as in a 
foundry) or cheese (as in a fondue).  
 The verb we want is fonder -- to lay solid 
foundations, to found on a reliable and justifiable 
basis. The sale of a business as a going concern is 
based on its records (fonds de commerce à vendre).   
 For groups of people, families and individuals, 
fonds has come to mean a heritage to be passed on to 
the next generation or, in archives or museums 
usage, a bequest to be passed on to all future 
generations.  
 It is most important not to compromise the 
integrity of a fonds. The records must be complete, 
not tampered with, resorted or rearranged, or edited 
before delivery to the archives.  
 
Our Archives Catalogue 
 The Burlington Historical Society Archives is a 
mixture of true archival fonds and local history 
collections.  
 Our primary fonds is that of the Burlington 

Historical Society itself -- its financial records, 
minutes, newsletters, correspondence and 
photographic records of its various activities. 
This is the BHS heritage or foundation on which 
future members of the Society will build.  
 We also hold other fonds -- the George 
Blair fonds, the Arts and Letters Club of 
Burlington fonds and others. These are being 
arranged and described on archival principles, to 
be made avaliable for access online via 
ARCHEION. Archives volunteer Diane Wales 
described this process in the February BHS 
Gazette.  
 Our collections on many topics relating to 
the past and present history of Burlington are 
being arranged and filed, primarily  by Archives 
v o l u n t e e r s  S h e l a g h  B e a t t i e  a n d 
Marianne  Hubbs.  These collections are always 
growing. Currently active topics, for instance, 
are the Performing Arts Centre and the proposed 
McMaster University branch in Burlington.  
 The BHS Archives Catalogue, begun in 
1990, was a library-based -- not an archives-
based -- arrrangement of records. It is out-of-date 
not only because of the passage of time, but 
because the arrangement of fonds did not follow 
archival principles.  A full revision of the 
catalogue will follow the re-arrangement of 
records, a very extensive and ongoing task.  
 Meanwhile, the catalogue of thousands of 
photographs is being made available to the 
public anywhere in the world on Halinet -- 

 http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca.   
 Over the past year, working on upgrading 
this online catalogue has been my primary task, 
with much appreciated assistance by Archives 
volunteer Gerry Wright.  
 

BHS NEWSLETTER 
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“splendid iron steamer.” Impressive, the 
MAGNET was built of iron with a length of 
182 feet, a breadth of 44 feet and a hold of 11 
feet deep.  She measured over 500 tons, clearly 
sizable. She is described as “plainly but neatly 
fitted up and her accommodations for 
passengers are remarkably good.” The 
MAGNET claimed the honour of being the 
first vessel of her class which transported 
goods without trans-shipment.  
  The MAGNET distinguished herself 
further by being the fastest on the lake.  The 
steamer’s schedule was a departure for 
Kingston on Monday and Thursday mornings 
at 7:30, a stop at Toronto leaving there at 
11:30 and then calling at Port Hope and 
Cobourg.  Once other steamers arrived from 
Montreal with more people and goods, the 
MAGNET would leave Kingston on Tuesday 
and Friday for the return back to Brown’s 
Wharf.   
  It is noteworthy that staying in Toronto 
was undesirable, in fact, highly unpopular. In 
its September 18th newspaper, the Hamilton 
Spectator made a comment about the 
MAGNET as follows:  “We have already 
spoken on several occasions of the 
inconvenience under which the people of the 
West now labour, by being compelled to 
remain for several hours in Toronto, and 
change boats there. We have some hopes that 
next season this evil will be remedied....” 
  On Wednesday, 20 April 1864, the 
Hamilton Spectator sent a reporter across the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Paddle Wheelers, Steamers, and Ferries at 
Brown’s Wharf 

By Marguerite Botting 
 Alexander Brown was a visionary.  Little did 
he know how his vision of a commercial wharf 
would evolve over the years.  
  In 1840 he built a wharf at the foot of 
Waterdown Road, a wharf that positioned 
itself strategically in Burlington Bay.  The 
road leading to the wharf was a funnel from 
the prosperous industries of the Waterdown 
area as well as the rich farmlands of East 
Flamborough.  Everything was booming as 
even the waters of the bay provided excellent 
fishing with good catches of whitefish and 
herring. 
Brown’s wharf served as the prime supply 
point for timber as this was an era when 
paddle wheel steamers gobbled wood for fuel 
in alarming rates.  Easily available timber 
harvests fed this flow of wood fuel until 
decades later when coal became the fuel of the 
day.  Once the screw propeller was invented, 
paddle steamers were obsolete and were used 
in coastal service, often as tugboats, given 
their  shal low draught and easy 
maneuverability. 
Brown’s Wharf provided inland access and 
made it financially viable to transport people 
and ship goods from Burlington to other ports. 
The Richelieu & Ontario Navigation Company 
announced, on the 7 August, 1847 that the 
steamer MAGNET, had been refurbished and 
she would be placed in service between 
Hamilton and Montreal. The MAGNET would 
sail from Brown’s Wharf.   
  The Montreal Gazette described her as a 

 
 Please note: if you have not yet paid your 2009 Society 

 membership, this is your last newsletter  
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New Members 
 

We wish to welcome new members to 
BHS 

 
Irene Town 

Jean Robertson 
Beverly & Peter Williams 

 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

The Coffee Pot 
 

 

 

 

 

The refreshments for February cost us 
$56.50.   The collection basket contained 

$42.91 
Remember that the coffee and cookies 

are paid for by the voluntary 
contributions in the basket 

 

 Burlington Historical Society 
(BHS) Archives  

     Conserves original historical records, 
including fragile and rare documents,  using  the 
best archival practices and storage conditions, to 
preserve  them for research use for at least 200 

years to come.   
  Collects paper records and images related 
to the history of what is now Burlington, from 
before European settlement to the present day.  
  Digitizes images and some records for 
entery on the Halinet database,  providing 
universal public access.     

HYPERLINK  
 http://images.halinet.on.ca 

 Paper records include 
  Personal and family letters, diaries and 
memoirs  
  Business records such as account books, 
correspondence, invoices, receipts and 
advertisements  
  Legal documents such as wills and 
property transaction records 
  Organization records such as minute books, 
programmes and financial records and 
advertisements  
  Books, booklets and pamphlets about 
Burlington's people and places 
 Images include 
  Photographs, postcards, slides, negatives, 
and digital images 
  DVDs and videos  
  Artifacts are not collected by the BHS 
Archives. 

Our Volunteer Archive Team: 
Jane Irwin 

Diana Wales 
Marianne Hubbs 
Shelagh Beattie 
Gerry Wright 

Membership 
Membership renewals for 2009 are now 
due.  To remain in good standing and con-
tinue to receive the Gazette, renewals must 
be received by the March meeting.  Please 
use the membership form in the Gazette 
and mark it renewal.  If mailing it in, our 
address is 
 The Burlington Historical Society, 
 PO Box 40565, 
 RPO Upper Brant, 
 Burlington, ON L7P 4W1 



 

7 

dinghies, kayaks, and canoes – over 200 in all. 
Brown’s Wharf meant business; whereas, LaSalle 
Marina means pleasure. Almost 170 years later 
the wharf reflects the enormous changes in the 
Burlington community. Alexander would likely be 
shocked to see how his little spit of land has 
become an expansive tarmac area with floating 
docks and scores of people enjoying their leisure 
boating life. 

**** 
  

BHS NEWSLETTER 

Bay to Alexander Brown's Wharf in East 
Flamborough to witness a launching. Here is his 
account: “Yesterday afternoon, we had the pleasure 
of witnessing the launch of Capt. Walsh’s new 
ferry steamer, the PRINCESS OF WALES. There 
were about three or four hundred people present. 
She is a neat and beautifully built vessel and 
reflects great credit on the builder, Mr. A. LeClaire 
of Hamilton. She measures 120 feet in length, 25 
feet over the guards and 8 feet deep. She moved off 
well from the stocks and was christened by Miss 
Martha Brown, daughter of our respected warden.  
Great credit is due Capt. Walsh for putting on our 
Bay this ferry as she was badly needed, the 
VICTORIA being too slow and too small for the 
crowds during the summer months.” 
  In the early 1900s, the busy ferry, the IVAN-
R, plied its route from Hamilton to Burlington for 
10 cents round trip. This was a special trip as 
Hamiltonians considered it a holiday to leave their 
city behind for a day at Wabasso Park, now known 
as LaSalle Park.  Over many wonderful summer 
afternoons and evenings, thousands of people 
jumped on the ferry to disembark at Brown’s 
Wharf.  After climbing up the maple lined hill, they 
enjoyed swimming and picnics.  For a few years 
the amusement park and particularly its ferris 
wheel stimulated screams of delight, advertisement 
for fun times.  
 Today Alexander Brown’s Wharf is known 
as LaSalle Marina. Paddle wheelers, steamers, and 
ferries have given way to sailboats, power boats, 

(Continued from page 4) 

  

SHARE A GOOD 
THING  

BRING A FRIEND TO 
OUR NEXT MEETING 

Brown’s Warf today; home of La Salle Park Ma-
rina and the Burlington Boating & sail Club. A 
far cry from years gone by. 

The IVAN-R brought passengers from Hamilton to 
spend a day at Wabasso Park. 
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A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  
Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 
Membership Convener 

Upper Brant Postal Outlet, Box 40565 
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Page 2      President’s Message 
 

Page 3      Archive Report  
 

Page 4      Herberton House 
 

Page 6  Skeletons in the attic.   
 

Page 6      Coffee Pot 
       

Page 8  Executive Council       
   

Coming Events 

 General Meeting 
Program 

Gunboats on the Great Lakes 
Speaker 

Author Cheryl MacDonald 
 
 

Monday, April 20th, 2009  
 Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 4 Issue 4  April 2009 

 

The Burl ington His tor ica l  Society’s 

Gazette  

Preserv ing Burl ington’s  His tory for Today  and Tomorrow 

 
Executive Meeting 

 
April 6th - 7:00 PM 

History Room 
Burlington Central Library 

 

General Meeting  
April 20th - 7:30 PM 
Burlington Art Centre  

 

 
 

Gunboats on the Great Lakes 
 When the Fenians invaded Canada, military units weren’t the 
only defenders mobilized in Canada West. A number of gun boats were 
also pressed into service, some for just a few days, some for more that 
two years. 

 Of the sixteen gunboats on the 
great lakes, three of the most 
interesting were Britmart, Heron and 
Cherub, shallow-draft vessels powered 
by both steam and sail. Sent by the 
British Navy to patrol the waters of 
lakes Ontario, Erie and Huron, the 
gunboats provided Canadians with a 
sense of security in the aftermath of 
the Fenian invasion.  

 Drawing on ships logs naval records and contemporary 
newspaper reports, our guest speaker for April, Cheryl MacDonald 
traces the social history of gunboats and their crews. 
Their story, which has never been told before, offers a fascinating 
glimps into Canadian life at the dawn of Confederation 
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I  never knew how much a 
t a s k  m a s t e r  L e s 

Armstrong is. I am sitting 
here in the middle of 
February watching the snow 
fall wondering how to report 
on March activities that 
have not yet happened .Les 

advises this doesn’t happen often, only when 
he and Peg decide that they have had enough 
winter and  that they are off to Myrtle Beach.  
This year we want to carry on the drive to 
include more members in the running of the 
Society. I would ask that our Conveners take 
a more active role. You are more than 
welcome to come to our Executive meetings. 
We would appreciate gaining your input. Les 
and Jane Irwin have been coming to regular 
Executive meetings for years and adding 
their input. It is your chance to help direct 
the Society. 
  Following on the successes of the 
Brant Inn book and video,  Jane Ann 
Newson has been asked to head up our “New 
Projects” committee. What should our next 
project be? I am sure she would love to have 
your input and I would encourage you to 
contact her.   
 Les Burbage has agreed to be the new 

President’s Report 
Convener to head up our Web Site  
Committee. He will be asked to work with 
our web host to make sure the site stays 
current. Secondly he will be asked to look at 
future enhancements for the site. The 
Executive has identified a few during the 
initial development, but is always looking for 
more.  Finally Les Armstrong is always 
looking for material for the newsletter. It 
could be pictures or articles of some aspect of 
Heritage in Burlington. Please submit your 
material to Les directly. 
 Our program for April looks most 
interesting with Cheryl MacDonald telling us 
about the “Gun Boats on the Great Lakes”. 
The Bits Of Burlington will continue this 
month with a talk by our newest Executive 
member Dohn Nagy on “Dohn’s History”. I 
would encourage you to come out and bring a 
friend. As always the night will be interesting 
and engaging. 
 Have you been to the Archives yet? 
Lets get there before the next meeting. 
 When  Les told me of the “new” dead 
line for this report, I asked how long should 
the report  be. He suggested 500 words or so, 
but not to worry he could add pictures. So I 
will leave the remaining room for just that…  
“as they say a picture is worth a thousand 
words”! 

Dave Morris 
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First place winner of the Annual 
Heritage Photo Contest 

Photo by Jeff Lindsay 
 
This historic Oak tree is located in the road allowance of 
Allview Avenue. Grown from a seedling started about 1725 
this tree has not only a historical reference but many folk lore 
myths about it. It was the official survey point for the Eastern 
boundary of East Flamborough Township and as such is 
protected by law. Thus it is has been aloud to grow in the 
street. 
 Myths surround it regarding Joseph Brant’s land grant, 
some believing it was under this tree that Brant officially 
received his grant. 
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Archive Report 
By Jane Irwin Volunteer 

A rchives volunteers include Jane Irwin, Diane 
Wales, Marianne Hubbs, Shelagh Beattie and 

others from time to time!  More help is always needed, 
and all BHS members are welcome. Just speak to one 
of us or 
email    burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 
Halton Images website:  
 http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/ 
 In January the Burlington Historical Society 
purchased a new digital photo scanner for the Archives: 
an Epson Perfection V300, which cost less than 
$100.  Since  then, a great many backlogged images 
have been scanned and updated to the Halton Images 
website.  
 BHS members may find some of them by 
choosing the “What’s New” option, or just try a key 
word search.  

 For example, the key words souvenir folder will 
call up 18 images from a "Souvenir Folder / 
containing / 16 Photographic Views / of / Burlington, 
Ont.”, from circa 1918, inside a cover decorated with a 
moose and a beaver. These reproduce views from 16 
individual postcards from about 1914 to 1918. One 
mystery view is of “Oak Banks”, sometimes called 
“Oakbank”. Clearly along the north bank of Lake 
Ontario, but where exactly?  
 The key word Tino will call up 30 colour photos 
taken in the summer of 1978 by Gerarda Tino, an 
architure student at the University of Waterloo, who 
was awarded a Provincial Experience '78 grant to study 
30 properties in Burlington as candidates for 
designation under the 1974 Ontario Heritage Act. 
 The key word Waldie will turn up, among other 

images, the portrait of John Waldie, 1877. If you look 
under that image for “Groups of Related Records” and 
choose “Atlas of the County of Halton, 1877”,  you 
will get 14 items: maps, portraits of men and 
homesteads and businesses that were flourishing in 
1877, in what is now Burlington.  
 If you search Gilbert 1973, you will find black 
and white photographs taken in 1973  as part of a 
Townscape Analysis entitled A Study of the Growth 
and Urban Renewal Problems in “Old Burlington” . 
Two photos show paint failure on the original wooden 
clapboard siding of St Luke’s Anglican Church. In 
one photo, a workman from the Dayside company 
stands by to install Stelco siding.  Don’t forget to 
choose “full image” to see more details.  
 Finally, choosing Willey will call up a group of 
photos brought in by Steve Willey some time ago, 
including one of himself with a snow shovel in front 
of 470 Brock Avenue. This house was built circa 1875 
for William Kerns and is believed to have been the 
residence of Miss Lucy Ghent. When the Willey 
family bought it in 1945, its wood trim was still well 
maintained.  The house still stands, although 
somewhat changed, not far from the parking lot we 
use for our BHS meetings.  
 Two other Willey residences, a farmhouse on 
Lockhart Road and one on Ontario Street near Maple, 
have both been  demolished, and apparently no 
photographs of them were preserved.  

BHS NEWSLETTER 

In a future issue of the Gazette, the editor will reveal the 
exact location of the Oak Banks and it’s history. 

Little Steve Willey in front of 470 Brock Avenue. 
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carved by hand. Moldings and trim throughout 
are yellow pine and is similar to the woodwork 
in Dundurn Castle and Woodhill Farm.  The 
house became known as Herberton House as it 
was named after Henry’s grandson. 
 A restoration expert who worked with 
Dundurn Castle investigated Herberton House.  
His thoughts were that Henry Wyatt first built 
a small farmhouse and later added on to this.   
There were many beams in the house, very 
heavy and hand hewn, one in particular was 
extremely large and supports the theory that 
the house had later additions.  Georgian in 
style, Herberton House is a square house with 
an equal number of windows on either side of 
the centre hallway. Of the eleven rooms, six of 
these are bedrooms, a necessity given Henry 
Wyatt’s eleven children.   
 Henry and Emma lived for twenty-four 
years in this lovely old home with its 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Staircase Turret and Bat Dung Battles 
Marguerite Botting 

 
Staircase Turret and Bat Dung Battles 

S ome houses have stories to tell that would 
read like an engaging mystery novel.  

Herberton House is definitely one of those 
houses.  An evening walk along Townsend 
Avenue draws curious stares as the house has a 
front entrance with a staircase turret beside it.  
Built one hundred sixty two years ago, the 

house was built for Henry Wyatt and Emma 
Squibb Wyatt. 
 Henry was born in 1797 in Suffolk, 
England.  At 25 years of age, on November 
11th, 1823 he married Emma only two years 
younger.  Thus began, a parade of children 
born to this couple, eleven children in all with 
seven daughters and four sons.  Henry and 
Emma immigrated to Canada in 1841 and 
finally settled in the Aldershot area.  A large 
tract, this land stretched from Plains Road 
down to Burlington Bay. Originally the land 
was given to Lord Simcoe, sold several times 
until Henry Wyatt purchased it for his family.  
In 1847 Henry and Emma built their home 
from the finest materials available and envied 
by all.  The imported glass windows were 
shipped from England. The bricks, made of 
clay and straw, were likely baked on the 
property. Every room in Henry and Emma’s 
home had a fireplace.  The floors were two and 
a half inch thick pine that would have been 
harvested from the dense forests around the 
house.  All the wood in Herberton House was 

Fields around Herberton House Circa 1945 
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Skeletons in the Attic 
Breach of Promise 

 
Every family has in its history a story that 
titillates the senses. Your editor is no exception. 
My Grandfather John Franklin Armstrong’s 
sister Harriet, was involved in a breach of 
promise lawsuit in December of 1903. 

At the age of 39, Harriet had become the 
third wife of  Thomas Emerson, of Halton 
County. Upon Mr.  Emerson’s death she had 
been awarded $200 per year by Mr. Emerson’s 
estate. 

After being a widow for two years 
Harriet met John T. Wilson, a well known 
Jeweler  and School trustee from Hamilton. 

The facts of the case were recounted in 

the Burlington Gazette on the 16th of December 
1903. 

Breach of Promise 
There is rather an interesting story in 

connection with the case. Some time ago the 
plaintiff who is an elderly person,[56] being the 
third wife of the late Thomas Emerson and Mr. 
Wilson, who has been a widower for about two 
years, met at an at-home given by one of the 
local circles of the C.O.C.F. 

They were introduced to each other by 
Matthew Broadbent, and according to the 
plaintiff’s story became quite friendly. She says it 
was finally arranged that they should be married 
towards the latter end of October, but the 
wedding never came off. 

According to the will of the late Thomas 
Emerson, the plaintiff was to receive an amount 
of $200 a year from his estate as long as she 
remained his widow, but on the strength of her 
alleged engagement to Mr. Wilson she went to 
her two stepsons, who were executors of the 
estate, and sold out her claim for $500. 
Afterwards she received two or three anonymous 
communications in which things were said about 
Mr. Wilson. He advised her to pay no attention 
to the first one, but when she referred the second 
one to him he wrote saying that it should be all 
off between them.  

Mrs. Emerson is asking the courts to 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The Coffee Pot 
 

 

 

 

 

The refreshments for March cost us $56.50.    
 

Remember that the coffee and cookies are 
paid for by the voluntary contributions in 

the basket 

order Mr. Wilson to pay her $5,000. She alleges 
that another and a younger woman has come 
between her and the defendant.  

Mr. Wilson’s defense will be that  he 
never was engaged to Mrs. Emerson. He admits 
cultivating her acquaintance, but says that there 
was nothing more than friendship between them. 
He also denies that there is any other woman 
mixed up in the case. Mr. Wilson recently came 
into possession of a considerable sum of money, 
left to him by old country relatives.  

(with notes from the Hamilton Spectator) 

Burlington Gazette 
30th March 1904 

The breach of promise action brought by 
Mrs. Harriet Emerson of this village, against 
John T. Wilson, will not go down to trial, a 
settlement having been made by the defendant, 

who was not  anxious to face the music before a 
judge and jury. The terms of the settlement have not 
been made public, but Mrs. Emerson got a liberal 
allowance.   

Harriet (Armstrong) Emerson 

These jet beads once owned by Harriet, are now 
the proud possession of Peggy Armstrong 

Heritage is important because 
We are what we were 

and 
We will be what we are. 
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the house situated in a different area.  Her 
response was that she would “lift up Herberton 
House and plunk it down on twenty acres of land 
somewhere right out in the country.”  Very likely, 
that is exactly how the house was located when 
Henry Wyatt built it on Plains Road looking over 
Burlington Bay. 
 This house had one more mystery contained 
within its walls. The Scholes family believed that 
the house was haunted and when they heard 
someone walking through the front door along the 
front hall to the kitchen, they did not bother to 
check to see who entered, only saying, “It’s just 
the ghost.”  Could it be Henry Wyatt checking out 
his Herberton House?   
 
Some research from Brass Tacks, Volume 4  

**** 
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sprawling fields surrounding it.  Tragedy befell 
the family. The eldest daughter, only 34 years 
old, died of consumption only a few months after 
her husband. Left behind were six children, two 
sons and four daughters.  Henry and Emma 
became guardians of the two youngest children in 
1870, but the following year in 1871 Henry died 
at seventy-four years of age.   The family home 
was then sold to John Read who owned it for 72 
years.  There is now a mystery 
about the fate of Herberton House 
as in the early 1900’s it was 
reported that an Indian squatter 
was living on the land as the 
house itself was empty.   
 In 1941 Herberton House 
was sold to Joe Weber for 
$5,500.00 where he lived for 19 years.  Terribly 
neglected and empty, Joe’s home needed 
updating, had broken windows, no electricity and 
no water.  Wiring his house for electricity, a hole 
was bored into the attic.  Joe’s horror is heard in 
his words, “There were tons – I wouldn’t say that 
much – of bat dirt in the attic.” Entering through 
the four peaks of the house, there were thousands 
of bats which Joe prepared to battle.  He spent a 
week sealing up every opening.  Completely 
ignoring any fire hazard, Joe then put lit suphur 
candles in pots and pans in the attic and never 
went up there again!   Triumphantly, Joe stated, 
“There were hundreds of bats that came out of 
the house and couldn’t get back in!”  The only 
clue to the battle with the bats was the summer 
time when bad smells could be traced to the attic.  
Over twenty years later, Joe sold Herberton 
House to Ruby Scholes’ family in 1962. Ruby 
had strong feelings about old houses and old 
things.  She knew she was meant to live here and 
so the Scholes’ family started their restoration, a 
labour of love beginning with opening up the 
many fireplaces.  Two furnaces were needed to 
heat Herberton House.  This majestic house is 
now surrounded by the Aldershot community so 
Ruby was once asked if she would like to have 

(Continued from page 4) 
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The Burlington Historical Society 
Membership Convener 

Upper Brant Postal Outlet, Box 40565 
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  Past President  Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
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Burlington had its own warship during the second world war. 
Marguerite Botting recounts the facts of our naval history on 
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I  sit gazing out over the 
Lake wondering what 

happened to summer. Today 
the water is flat and skies 
blue – what a change from 
what has become the norm – 
wind and rain. It has been 
disappointing for those who 

enjoy boating and camping etc. 
 
But that’s where the disappointment ends. 
Your Executive has been working hard this 
summer. We started in June with a think tank 
led by Jane Ann Newson to look for new 
projects for the Society. I further expanded 
the project by adding in a review of all the 
ongoing projects. This has given us 37 new 
and very good ideas with 15 projects still 
ongoing. Many of these projects originate in 
the Archives.   
 
We are in the midst of reviewing the projects 
with the hope of narrowing the new list to 4-
5 that we can get started on right away. What 
is even more encouraging is that many of the 
new projects came from non Exec. members 
who are also willing to take the lead on their 
particular idea. 
 
We will be sitting down discussing the 
merits of each of the projects and reporting 
back to you in the next few months. 
However there is one project I think bears 
announcing today. The Burlington Historical 
Society  is now  in the process of making its 
collection available to the general public on 
line. It will then be linked with a HUG web 
page.  
The online look up will be a  “google” type. 
You will type in your subject and it will 
return with a description of the item held in 
our collection. Perhaps at a later date there 
will be a picture etc. The Archives is 
currently working on getting the descriptions 
done and inputted. This is a long and 
tiresome job.  Diane Wales will announce 

President’s Report 
more of this as she progresses. It means we 
are on the cutting edge  –  I have seen no 
other Society web pages that have a 
searchable link to their collection. 
 
Thank you to Diane and crew for all their 
hard work over the summer to get this under 
way. It certainly will help us in our mandate 
to educate the public. 
 
Next month is the 49th anniversary of the 
Society as we know it today. The October 
meeting will officially recognize our Past 
Presidents in a formal manner. Invitations are 
going out this month to our Past Presidents. 
The October meeting will kick off a year full 
of events up to our 50th anniversary! 
 
At our  September meeting we are pleased to 
have  our former Mayor Walter  Mulkavich. 
He will give us the  presentation he did 
during Heritage Week  “Why is Heritage 
Important to Burlington”. A presentation not 
to be missed! 
 
Harold Sears will talk about The St. Johns 
Church and Cemetery.  
 
On behalf of the Executive we hope you had 
a safe,  good and restful summer and look 
forward to seeing you again this fall. See you 
in September at the BAC. 
 

Dave Morris 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

New Member 
 

We wish to welcome a new 
member to BHS 

 
Mr. Jim Martens 
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by Jane Irwin, Archives volunteer 
 

C aptain Daniel Henderson, a Wellington 
Square ship owner, lived in a house built for 

him in 1862. Now 472 Elizabeth Street, it was 
given a  BHS historical plaque in 1974. 

 

One of  Henderson's ships, the MARY JANE, 
named after one of his  daughters, was mentioned 
in the Hamilton Spectator, December 11 1874.    
 The navigation report for the 1874 season 
was not so good. 
 Navigation this year has been duller than has 
been known for many  years past. So little business 
has been done during the summer, that many ves-
sels have had to lie in port for a month at a stretch, 
and some indeed, have been idle during the entire 
season. Even those that were fortunate in getting a 
good run of business, have been obliged to sail 
short-handed. Wages have been poor during the 
whole season and  when sailors formerly made two 
to three dollars a day, they could only obtain this 
year $1.50 to $2.00. 
 By the 1881 Census, Daniel had abandoned 
shipping to become a farmer, but where? "The Gar-
den of Canada", published in 1902, shows  
"Captain" Henderson at home with his family, but 
his house was unidentifiable. It has been much al-
tered. A recent gift to the BHS Archives from Jua-
nita (née Simpkin) Hill provided the means of solv-
ing the puzzle. Her watercolour and  photographs 

showed the Simpkin family home between 1946 
and 1983. For the Simpkins,  it was a rural para-
dise in Freeman; now it borders a Wal-Mart. Its 

present address is  923 Brant Street. 
 We are grateful to Juanita Hill  for provid-
ing valuable documentation of what has been lost, 
but not forgotten, thanks to the missing link! 
 

Juanita Simkin In front of 923 Brant St. 
in 1959 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 
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HMCS Burlington 

HMCS Burlington 

I t was 1941 and Les Armstrong was one of 1500 
students starting school when he had an unex-

pected holiday only one week later on September 
10th.  Les was released for the special ceremony at  

Lakeside Park, now Spencer Smith Park.  Burling-
ton’s population in that year was 4,200 and every-
one was extremely excited as this ceremony was 
the dedication and reception for the minesweeper, 
HMCS Burlington.  This was a namesake warship 
and even though the idyllic town of Burlington was 
seen as “Eden” these were the ‘war years.’  Citi-
zens felt important in that they were now seen as 
part of the war effort and this warship acknowl-
edged this!  
 A Bangor Class minesweeper, HMCS Bur-
lington had 70 officers and men on board.  She was 
180 feet long, not a large ship at all.  Its task was 
critical though.  This ship would literally cut 
through the moorings of enemy mines which were 
anchored just below the surface on steel ropes.  

These mines were set to explode on contact with 
a ship passing over them.  Once the mine-
sweeper cut the lines, the mines floated up to the 
surface, therefore they had been swept.  The 
sailors would then shoot at them with small 
arms to get the mine to explode at a safe dis-
tance, thus the mine was no longer dangerous. 
 Even a minesweeper has a life story.  July 
4, 1940 construction of HMCS Burlington began 
at the foot of Dufferin Street in Toronto.  This 
beginning is called ‘laid down.’  Less than five 
months later, on November 23, 1940 the ship 
was officially launched by Mrs. Nelles, wife of 
Rear Admiral Sir Percy Nelles who was also 
Chief of Naval Staff.  The official commission-
ing took place a year later on September 6, 1941 
and the minesweeper made its way to its name-
sake town, Burlington, for a special ceremony to 
honour it four days later. 
What a ceremony!  Burlingtonians extended 
themselves in many ways with much thought to 
each detail.  Mayor Gordon Blair officiated with 
the commanding officer, Lieut. Cdr. W.J. 
Fricker.  Rev. George Tebbs of St. Luke’s An-
glican church gave a prayer of dedication.  The 
Honourable Angus L. MacDonald, Minister of 
National Defense, presided in his three-piece 
suit and fedora hat. A well-known composer 
from Hamilton, T. Reginald Barrack, wrote a 
song for the warship.  This song was added to 
many beloved old navy hymns, Hearts of Oak, 
Eternal Father, Rule Britannia and God Save the 
King for King George VI.  Radio broadcasting 
was done by CHML with Norm Marshall who 
had just graduated from high school and was 
now narrating this ceremony. 
  Of special note, the ladies of the city offi-
cially presented a white silk ensign.  A ship’s 
bell and radios were presented by selected 
school students.  Other chosen students were 
thrilled to be invited to go on the minesweeper 
as it steamed from Toronto to Burlington.  After 
the ceremony, there was a banquet at 7:30 at the 

By Marguerite Botting with notes from Paul Durnan 

School children and citizens line the bank atop the 
park to watch the dedication ceremony. 
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Estaminet, now the Water Street Cooker.  There 
were toasts and a presentation with 300 people.  
Once the festivities were completed, HMCS 
Burlington focused its energy on its mission. 
The minesweeper returned to Toronto to get 
ready for the trip to Halifax for North Atlantic 
duties as an escort ship with convoys leaving 
for the United Kingdom.   More excitement en-
sued when HMCS Burlington and the HMCS 
Red Deer steamed to the aid of the S.S.Cyclops 
laden with …..  It had been torpedoed 160 miles 
south of Halifax.  93 of the 181 persons aboard 
were rescued.   88 persons died of exposure. 
 Most Canadians do not know that the war 
was fought in Canada.  There were so many in-
cidents and even losses occurring in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence that the area was closed to inter-
national shipping.  The number of disasters is 
startling as between 1942 and 1944, 23 mer-
chant, passenger and navy ships were sunk.   
From May to November 1942, HMCS Burling-
ton served with the Gaspe Force escorting con-
voys in the St. Lawrence Gulf through relent-
less anti-submarine sweeps and searches. 
 In October 1944 HMCS Magog was tor-
pedoed by a U boat.  HMCS Magog did not 
sink; but she did leak oil.  Three men died.  
HMCS Magog was then towed to Quebec City 
and declared a total loss.  In November 1942 a 
U-boat landed a German naval officer, a sabo-
teur and radio expert, on the shores of the 
Gaspe.  He was caught and arrested with the 
follow-up that HMCS Burlington patrolled the 
Bay of Chaleur just in case the U-boat returned 
to pick up his officer.  Nothing further hap-
pened.   The potential for disaster in the Bay of 
Chaleur was realized later on September 11, 
1942 when HMCS Charlottetown was de-
stroyed within sight of horrified onlookers. 
In 1943 from January to June, the HMCS Bur-
lington joined the Halifax Local Defense Force 
to escort convoys to New York, Boston, St. 
John’s and other east coast ports.  One more 
tragedy occurs on Christmas Eve when HMCS 
Burlington is present as the HMCS Clavoquat, 
another Bangor minesweeper, is torpedoed.  

HMCS Burlington picks up survivors only 
twenty-five miles off the coast of Halifax; but 8 
men are listed as casualties. 
 When the war ended, HMCS Burlington 
was berthed in St. John’s.  On July 30, 1945 the 
minesweeper arrived in Halifax to be paid off, 
which sadly means put out of service.  This hap-
pened on October 30, 1945 and it is believed that 
HMCS Burlington’s namesake warship was sold 
for scrap in 1947 to Thos.  Harris Company of 
New Jersey.  HMCS Burlington’s life spanned a 
mere six years.  

 The only reminder of this warship – its bell sits 
atop the Naval Memorial at Spencer Smith Park. 
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E ight of the ten young ladies in this group, photographed circa 1910 to 1918 in the studio of Swithin 
King photographers, 181 King Street East, Hamilton, Ontario, have not been identified. The name of 

the group is also unknown. Can you help? A larger image can be seen on the Burlington Images  website.  
 
Two of the women standing in the back row are Lillian Brown at the far left and her sister Luena (Molly) 
Brown, second from the right. They were daughters of G. E. Brown, the Postmaster and owner of the Port 
Nelson Grocery Store at the southeast corner of Guelph Line and Water Street (now Lakeshore Road). 
 
Lillian married Bill Williamson in 1919. BHS member Betty Stubbs is their daughter.  
 
 Thank you, Betty, for donating this wonderful group portrait to the Archives! 
 

IN REMEMBRANCE 
Robert (Bob) G. Wilson passed away June 30, 2009 

 
Bob and his wife Carolyn Wilson became members of the Burlington Historical l Society about 1983. 
Bob served as president of BHS in 1995 
 
Many of our members will remember serving as volunteer, at our “booth” at the annual Antique Show 
and Sale organized and run by the Wilsons at the Royal Botanical Gardens. This was one of the ways 
in which Bob and Carolyn gave extra support to both the Historical Society and the Museums. They 
gave a monetary donation each year following the sale. Several times Bob and Carolyn “appraised our 
treasures” at one of our general meetings- always a fun event. 
 
Bob and Carolyn came to Burlington from Ottawa in 1970. Bob was area Service Manager with Kerr 
Cadillac and then Town Chev. He wrote an automotive column for an Oakville newspaper and had 
raced automobiles as a  young man. In retirement Bob joined Carolyn, his wife in her antique business.   
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tions this description would include an inventory 
of items. In the end, it will allow volunteers to 
better fill requests for information by making eve-
rything much easier to locate. Once a decision to 
undertake this project was made I had to figure 
out just how to accomplish it! 
 
There are so many steps to organizing and cata-
loguing our archives that it is difficult to know 
where to begin. The acquisitions register is the 
obvious place to start. In this book the title, date 
of receipt, whether purchased or donated, donor, 
source of donation, a brief description, and loca-
tion are noted. Each donation/purchase is then 
given an identifying number called an accession 
number. Unfortunately, there are gaps in our ac-
quisition records where materials have been re-
ceived but not recorded, though we are starting to 
fill some in. For the time being, then, we will con-
centrate on adding only those materials for which 
we already have accession numbers. Once this 
stage has been completed, we will begin to assign 
accession numbers to the other items. Gradually 
we will make our way through the register, adding 
each item to the database that is the basis of our 
catalogue. 
 
Our unsophisticated electronic catalogue will be 
the source of information that will then be added 
to larger databases on the Internet, such as Ar-
cheion and OurOntario—but more about that next 
month. It is hard to wait, but by October we will 
have some delectable goodies for you to sample. 
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Heritage is important because 
We are what we were 

and 
We will be what we are. 

Diane Wales, Volunteer Archivist 
This has been an amazing summer in the Ar-
chives! This spring Jane Irwin asked me if I 
would like to take over as the volunteer archi-
vist as she wanted to concentrate on research 
and writing and I readily agreed. Jane and the 
various members of the archives team have 
done a tremendous job of sorting and organiz-
ing the materials over the years. Her major 
task has been to sort the items and to make 
sure that they are stored archivally, in acid-free 
containers that will protect against deteriora-
tion. Jane will continue to take good care of 
our extensive photograph collection, storing, 
scanning and making them available through 
the Local History web page of the Burlington 
Public Library—almost 3000 so far! She will 
also continue to assist researchers through 
email and in person at the Archives. My job 
follows on from the work that Jane has done in 
order to make the collection more accessible. 
 
Since completing the archives course offered 
by Mohawk College this past year, I have been  
working on two major projects: a policies and 
procedures manual and the arrangement and 
description of our fonds and collections. The 
first project is purely administrative and in-
volves setting down the various policies of the 
Archives and describing how our volunteers 
myself, included, undertake such things as as-
sisting researchers, receiving, arranging and 
describing donations, operating our equipment 
and caring for photographs. Not very exciting, 
but something we need now that the Archives 
is settling down and maturing. 
 
Much more exciting is the arrangement and 
description of our fonds and collections. Along 
with the descriptions, finding aids will be cre-
ated, first for our major fonds and collections 
and then for other collections and materials. 
Finding aids provide biographical information 
and a detailed description of the type of mate-
rial within the collection. For smaller collec-

Archive Report 
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Coming Events 

General Meeting 
Program 

The Globe Train 
& Other Railway Stories  

Speaker 

Bob Bratina 
 

Monday, October 14th, 2009  
 Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 
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Executive Meeting 
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History Room 
Burlington Central Library 

 

General Meeting  
October 19th - 7:30 PM 
Burlington Art Centre  

 

 
 

This photo. Circa 1940s is of a train passing through the Aldershot Station. 
Could it be the Globe Train. At the next General Meeting Bob Bratina can 
answer that and many more questions about the history or our railways. 
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S ummer finally arrived in 
September and we have 

had almost 3 weeks of 
warmth and sun. I was 
curious to know how we 
faired back in October of 
1960; the year of our 
founding. The average high 

was 16.3 C and low was 2.6C. We had one 
hot day of 26.1C and a low of minus 3.3C. 
So at least the weather has not changed much 
in 49 years. The temperature still fluctuates 
all over the map.  
 Some will say things are not 
considered historic until they are 50 years 
old. As such I suppose soon our Society will 
be considered “historic”. However BHS is 
flying into its 50th year like a young puppy, 
not like an old dog. The organization is 
active in many areas and growing with over 
130 members, 12 or so who are new this 
year. It completes its 49th year with the very 
successful launch of the book and DVD of 
the Brant Inn. During the first 49 years it has 
been the driving force in the retention of 
Ireland House as a museum, and source for 
information for the rehabilitation of the 
Paletta Mansion as a heritage home. It has 
been instrumental in the set up of the local 
LACAC group. Finally, and perhaps most 
importantly it has seen the creation of many 
books and publications and taken the lead in 
the education of the community at large, 
when it comes to Heritage matters. Even 
today we are looking at a variety of new 
projects to embark, on that will further 
enhance our mandate. 
 If the first 49 years were busy let’s see 
what happens during the next 50. There will 
be pressures on heritage in the City. The 
likes we have never seen before. There is no 
longer any more room for development so it 
must be done through infills and 
intensification.  The BHS will be called on 
even more to support Heritage Burlington 
(LACAC) to try to retain the heritage 

President’s Report 
characteristics of the city. Today there are 
pressures to develop the Old Lakeshore 
Precinct which has at least 8 heritage 
properties, and fronts onto Lake Ontario the 
site of where a lot of historical and cultural 
heritage has developed over the years. 
Heritage is what brings life to a city. 
Education will be of greater importance and 
therefore the use of the internet and other 
media will have to be explored to get the 
heritage message to the younger and 
changing population. 
 The BHS is making strides to enter the 
technological age with the new website, a 
new archives blog and now to further make 
use of the internet is starting to upload our 
archival collection on OurOntario. This is a 
search engine that will locate items by 
description. It is the spinoff of Halinet on 
which we have already loaded many 
photographic images. Diane Wales will be 
telling you more in the future. It is an 
exciting time as no other historical society 
has made its collection available to the 
general public.  
 So how do we do all this? Through the 
time and efforts of our volunteers, working in 
the archives, serving on the Exec., going out 
to schools and groups and giving talks and 
lectures or manning a table at shows. Each 
individual spends his time and dedicates it, in 
the name of heritage.  
 There is one person I feel deserves 
much credit and thanks and does her job each 
month without fanfare. Anne Wingfield does 
a tremendous job sending cards out to 

(Continued on page 4) 

Dave Morris 
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New Members 
We wish to welcome  new 

members to BHS 
Mary & Hugh McCully 



 

3 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

Some of Our Past Presidents 

(ca1988) John Borthwick 

holding an antique at a BHS 

meeting featuring antiques 

identification and appraisals 

(ca 1960) Florance Meares making 
history as the first woman 
appointed as a principal in the 
halton education system, at the 
opening of the new Kilbride School. 

(ca 1989) Mary Fraser with 
“Burlington: Memories of 
Pioneer Days”, the first best-
seller book published by BHS. 

(ca 2007)Ken Davy and Noreen 
McNairn as newly elected Vice 
president and President. 

(ca1987) Ruth Bortwick & Vicki Gudgeon at 

fundraising dinner, one of many fundraising 

events supporting the  purchase and founding of 

the Irland House Museum 
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 1961-1962  Robert J. Rannie  
 1963-1964  John Field 
 1965-1966   Jean Reeves 
 1997   Duncan Fraser 
 1968-1969  John Furlong 
 1970-1971  Walter Reeves 
 1972   Margaret Sheppard 
 1973-1974  Gordon Gallagher 
 1975-1976  Vicki Gudgeon 
 1977-1978  Ed Wiggins 
 1979-1980  Anne Wingfield 
 1981-1982  Michael Hall                       
1983   Mary Fraser  

 1984-1985  Eric Gudgeon 
1986   Roy Dafoe 

 1987-1988  Florence Meares 
 1989-1990  John Borthwick 
 1991   Dave Varity 
 1992   John Borthwick 
 1993-1994  Ima Coulson 
 1995   Robert Wilson 
 1996-1997  Ruth Borthwick 
 1998-1999  Len Nordby 
 2000   Barry Quinn 
 2001-2002  Les Armstrong 
 2003-2004  Jane Ann Newson 
 2005-2006  Noreen McNairn 
 2007-2008  Ken Davy 
 2009   Dave Morris 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

members who are sick and then family upon the 
deaths of loved ones. Her cards give great 
comfort to the recipients, as is evident by the 
thank you correspondence received, Thanks 
Anne for a very important and appreciated job. 
 To kick off our 50th anniversary year we 
have invited our Past Presidents to come back 
and be honored at our October Meeting. . Each 
of these people, some still active in the Society 
today, have left their mark on the BHS. For this 
we thank each and every one of them. Please 
come and honor them at our October meeting 
when we will hear Bob Bratina talk about The 
Globe Train and other railroad stories. 
 As I mentioned many hands help and we 
now have some opportunities for individuals 
who would like to help leave their own mark, 
and become involved. 
 “Bits of Burlington Program Convener” - 
To recruit from the Society's membership 
individuals who will prepare and present 
subjects on various aspects of Burlington’s 
history. These presentations are to be made at 
the Society's General Meetings and the duration 
to be approximately five minutes. 
“Website Convenor” – To work with our web 
designer to insure the web site remains up to 
date and to explore ways to further enhance how 
we may further develop our web capabilities and 
offering. 
 “Burlington Plaquing Convenor” - To 
work with interested members and the Archives 
in the celebration of century old properties and 
research the possibility of plaque erection.  
None of these should take too much time. They 
do offer you a seat around the Executive table as 
an “advisor” and allow you the opportunity to 
make comments and suggestions. If you are 
interested please don’t hesitate to contact any of 
the Executive or send in an e mail to  

www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.com 

(Continued from page 2) 
President’s report 

Check out the Archives Blog 

http://bhs-archives.blogspot.com 

Past presidents 
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Victorian Tea Party!  
Sunday October 25, 2009 11– 5pm 

Joseph Brant Museum, 1240 Northshore Blvd. E. 
 

Back by popular demand, guests will once again have the chance to step back into the 
Victorian Era and enjoy a historic experience… 

  
  

With Queen Victoria as your host, enjoy Victorian scones & 
delicacies & sample exotic teas. Engage in Victorian customs 

and games.  
  

Indulge yourself at a Victorian Tea Party! With your group, 
be taken on special guided tour through Joseph Brant Mu-

seum, see a special thematic exhibit and be officially invited 
to join Queen Victoria and her entourage for a Tea Party!  

  
Before joining in, don’t forget to drop off your calling card 

and ladies, pick up your Victorian hats! Settle in around a for-
mal table set for Tea. Enjoy delectable Victorian delicacies 

such as gourmet scones, tea sandwiches and delicious 
sweets. Be guided through proper etiquette and customs!  

  
Follow the clues to find out what to do next! Learn to speak 
the language of the fan and how about learning the language 

of flowers?  
  

*Tour & Tea Program runs at hourly intervals, beginning at 11:00 
a.m. Group maximum is 20 people. 

  
Historic re-enactments and engaging activities, visitors will not 

want to miss this interactive experience! 
  

Ticket Price: 
$10.00 adults, $8.00 seniors/students, $6.00 children* 

*Call to register and purchase tickets in advance, limited spaces! 
  

For further information contact: 
Sylvia Hentz,  Special Events Programmer 

905-634-3556 

hentzs@burlington.ca 
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Check out the Archives Blog 
http://bhs-archives.blogspot.com 

More Past Presidents 

CA 2003, Jane Ann Newson. 

Jane Ann is the current chair of 

Heritage Burlington 

CA 1999. Les Armstrong, photo from the Hamilton 

Spectator  on the launch of the Street Name Book. 

Preserving the Past 
 
Reprint from Pathway to Skyway Revisited: 
 
There was a Historical Society in Burlington about 1914 with H.T. Foster, William 
Fisher and Author Peart among its active members. This group disbanded but, in 
1959, an attempt was made to reactivate the society. Ruth Blair, Eva Blair, Dorothy 
Angus, Jessie Small and Florence Peart met regularly for nearly a year before calling 
a public meeting in 1960. Leaders elected at that time included Grant Johnston, 
Florence Peart, Bob Rannie, Mrs. John Blair, Mrs. Eric Gudgeon, John McCallum 
and Jessie Small. Robert Rannie was chosen to act as president of the reactivated 
society.    
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appear online? That depends on how many people 
are working on the project. If you are interested in 
volunteering on the catalogue project, please 
speak to me at a meeting or send an email to: 
burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. All it 
involves is inputting data from the accessions reg-
ister to the catalogue database on our “Mac”. The 
amount of time you spend is yours to choose, as 
are the day and time! Before we can make the 
catalogue “live” we will need to get very many 
more items into the catalogue. An excellent sub-
stitute for a catalogue exists, however, in the form 
of the Our Ontario portal. 
 
Our Ontario: We now have 2,951 records avail-
able for searching through the Our Ontario portal 
(http://www.ourontario.ca). While most are pho-
tographs, there are other items such as maps and 
booklets. All of these items were added by Jane 
Irwin during her time as archivist. My aim during 
the summer was to produce finding aids to some 
of our major collections which contain too many 
documents for them to be entered individually. 
The finding aids provide biographical information 
as well as a brief, general description of the con-
tents of the collection. This month, I have begun 
to add a small selection of documents from some 
of these large collections. You may search our en-
tries through Halinet, but by going to Our Ontario, 
you will also be able to find information relevant 
to Burlington that may have been added by other 
heritage groups in the province. 
 
BHS Archives Blog: Another exciting outcome 
the Meeting of the Minds is our brand-new blog 
(http://bhs-archives.blogspot.com). Visit our 
blog to keep up-to-date with what is going on in 
your Archives. Postings will record our major do-
nations, involvement in events, new work in pro-
gress, etc. You can also add your own comments 
or ask questions about Burlington history or the 
blog posts! We think this will be a valuable way 
to communicate with BHS members and anyone 
else out there who chances upon the blog. Why 
not give it a look-in? 
 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

I  think all of the volunteers in the Archives 
were startled when Dave Morris asked en-

thusiastically about our catalogue, wondering 
whether we might put it on the Web. We did-
n’t have one! An inventory was created a few 
years ago and updated a couple of times, but 
an actual, searchable catalogue? No. Emails 
began flying across cyberspace as Dave, Jane 
Irwin and I began investigating the possibili-
ties. The Heritage Umbrella Group (HUG) 
started it all when they asked Dave about our 
catalogue and he passed the question on to me. 
Dave was then put in touch with Brian Bell of 
the Oakville Public Library, who was involved 
in a provincial web site called Our Ontario. 
This site is one of three government-funded 
efforts to make digitized materials, such as our 
photograph collection, available globally 
through the Internet. Halinet is the local site, 
and Alouette Canada, the Canada-wide initia-
tive. Next came an invitation for Jane and I to 
join “Meeting of the Minds”--a coming to-
gether of librarians and others from Burling-
ton, Halton, Milton, and Oakville to learn how 
best to present digitized collections. There 
have been two more meetings since then and 
our enthusiasm for the project grows with each 
one. But what does all this mean for those who 
want to locate information about Burlington’s 
history? To date, all this activity has had the 
following results: 
 
BHS Archives Catalogue: We now have a 
searchable catalogue, though with only 85 en-
tries so far. Included for each record are acces-
sion number, title, description, location (very 
important!!), date received, donor, and a sec-
tion for extra information (e.g. the condition of 
the item). A separate database giving contact 
information about donors, is linked to the main 
database. After each newly acquired item is 
listed in the accessions register, it is immedi-
ately entered into the catalogue—a very simple 
process now that we have begun. When will it 

Archive Report 
By Diane Wales Volunteer Archivist 
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Coming Events 

General Meeting 
Program 

A Brief History of the Great 
Lakes 

Speaker 

Walter Lewis 
 Monday, November 9th, 2009  

 Meeting at 7:30 PM 
Burlington Art Centre 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 4 Issue 8  November 2009 
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Preserv ing Burl ington’s  His tory for Today  and Tomorrow 

 
Executive Meeting 

 
November 2nd - 7:00 PM 

History Room 
Burlington Central Library 

 

General Meeting  
November 9th - 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The strange but true 
story of the Panin 
c o m m u n e ,  w h i c h 
flourished in Aldershot 
from the mid 1920s 
until the 1960s 
 
Beginning on page 3 is 
a two part series about 
this little known part of 
Burlington’s history.  

Ivan Nikolayevitsh Panin (1855 - 1942) 

 Page 2      President’s Message 
 

 Page 3      Panin Farm 
 

 Page 4      Do you know 
 

 Page 5  Lest We Forget  
 

 Page 6      Book Fair 
       

 Page 7  Archive Report 
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T hanksgiving is over and 
I am alone up north. It 

is cool, quiet and no wind. 
The leaves, many turned, are  
starting to fall. I am suddenly 
brought back to reality as my 
Blackberry rings. It is an  
E-mail message from Les 

Armstrong reminding me of the deadline for 
the Gazette. With no computer or laptop, I 
start my report on a pad of paper with a stub 
of a pencil. 
 Much has happened in the past month.  
I direct you to the exciting news from the  
Archives. (See Diane Wales, Archivist’s, 
report). We are moving ahead with our  
on line inventory. We have a face book page. 
Diane Wales, our Archivist, has started a 
blog and has up loaded a presentation we 
have been using with Tourism, as a video 
“Vignettes of Burlington”. This is really only 
for demonstration purposes, but is the start of 
many little videos being put onto the net to 
further educate  the “younger” community 
on the heritage of Burlington and its value. 
Please take some time to have a look at the 
blog and video. I recognize some members 
do not have or don’t enjoy using computers, 
as such I have asked Diane to do a presenta-
tion, at our January meeting. 
 In the new year we will be unveiling 
our project list. I must admit I had hoped we 
could have it ready for now. However, it has 
not only proven to take longer, but to be a 
very useful task to help the Executive  
develop and identify some new distinct 
strategies as we move forward. I can say we 
have decided on doing another publication. 
While we have a number of interesting sub-
jects in mind, it is your Society and I am go-
ing to challenge each one of you to send in 
either by mail or email a suggestion for our 
publication. All ideas will be considered. 
Please try to send them in by the middle of 
November. 
 Our upcoming October meeting marks 

President’s Report 

Dave Morris 

BHS GAZETTE 

the 49th anniversary and the kick off of our 50 
anniversary celebrations. Ken Davy has a tre-
mendous program outlined until May. We are 
looking for Bits of Burlington talks. Perhaps 
this might be a chance for a member to come 
forward with something of note on the history 
of the BHS. 
 In October we will have recognized our 
Past Presidents. As I am writing this before 
the meeting I can say it looks like it will be a 
great evening with some 12 past presidents 
indicating they will be joining us. Look for 
the pictures in upcoming issues of the Ga-
zette. 
 Some years ago I was involved with try-
ing to find a home for the Chisholm House 
that was located on Dundas, east of Walker’s 
Line. (We did and it is living a new life in the  
Caledon area). We worked very closely with 
Wayne Heslop and his mother. Recently I was 
put in touch with him again and we now have 
in our archives the original minutes of Nelson 
Township. It is a leather bound book, hand 
written and is in great shape for 173 years of 
age. It is donations like this, plus family pa-
pers, photographs and cash donations that 
help improve our archives. We would ask that 
as you downsize or if you are cleaning out old 
papers, donate them to the BHS rather than 
throwing them out. We have included a flyer 
in this month’s Gazette, for your information. 
 We don’t meet until January. As such 
on behalf of the Executive, the Archives and 
their volunteers and all our conveners, I 
would like to wish each and every one of you 
a very happy and safe holiday, Christmas and 
New Years. See you in January! 
 Don’t for get to send in your publication 
subject suggestion! 

Notice 
 postal address changed to 

BURLINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
BRANT HILLS POSTAL OUTLET 

PO BOX 40565 
BURLINGTON ON L7P 0A4 
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In April of 1969 Betty Wilmont wrote a 
feature article for “The Post” entitled:  
  FOR  THREE PANIN ROAD 
OCTOGENARIANS, A dream unfolds in 
Aldershot 
[This is an abridged version] 
   A small group of people met regularly in 
the years before World War I in a loft room 
on the corner of Yonge and Queen Streets in 
Toronto.  They were searching for a 
Christian way of life, but their discussions 
and meetings were not developing into any 
concrete plan. 
   One evening a Mr. Schulkins was 
sweeping the dusty floor and noticed a scrap 
of paper. Instead of throwing it away with 
the rest of the sweepings, he picked up the 
crumpled paper, smoothed it out and read it. 
   It was a religious pamphlet written by Dr. 
Ivan Panin of Grafton, Mass.  The message 
appealed to the minds of the as yet unnamed 
group and they invited Dr. Panin to come 
and speak to them. 
   Ivan Panin knew the meaning of struggle 
and soul-searching and his heart warmed to 
this rather lonely group of people.  He had 
been forced out of Russia shortly after the 
Franco-Prussian war in 1870-1871 for 
activist participation in the nihilist 
movement. 
   He spent a short time on a farm in 
Germany and emigrated to the United States 
in 1872. German and Russian were his two 
languages but he soon mastered English and 
enrolled in Harvard.  For a number of years 
his interests were still pro Russian and he 
toured the eastern seaboard of the U.S.A. 
speaking of the joys of Russia and the 
grandeur of the Tolstoy regime. 
   But Ivan Panin was not satisfied with his 
life, and slowly turned to the teachings of the 
Bible.  He was a mathematician and one of 
his earliest publications was entitled “The 

Inspiration of the Scriptures Scientifically 
Demonstrated” 
   His intellectual Biblical research never took 
him far from the common man, and he took 
the small Toronto group to his heart.  They 
had been searching for a piece of land to 
develop as a “communal farm” and in 
September 1926, purchased the 40 acres 
northwest of the present Highway 403, 
between Grindstone Creek and Waterdown 
Road, and established the “Church of God 
Sojourning in Aldershot”. 
   Approximately 40 members belonged to 
this church and here, in the Meeting House at 
the top of the hill, services were held every 
Sunday, Wednesday and Friday under the 
leadership of Dr. Panin. 
   While the original idea of the members was 
a communal farm raising produce for all, this 
did not work out as planned. The land was 
hilly and rocky and farm crops did not thrive 
as well as expected. But the property was 
ideal for cattle and one of the first buildings 
erected was a smoke house.  For many years 
all meat for the families was raised, 
butchered and smoked in this small brick 
building. 
   Octogenarian Ivan Panin died in 1942.  He 
had remained faithful to the Church of God 
Sojourning in Aldershot and died with the 
dream of a communal and family 
development still alive in his heart. 
   However, with the onset of World War II, 
many young people of the group drifted away 
from Aldershot and the farming community, 
and few returned. The parents of these 
younger  members were aging, but managed 
to keep the interest and faith in the church 
alive into the early 1960’s. 
   These remaining members were in a 
quandary as to the eventual heritage of this 
tract of land.  Early in 1964, three of the 

(Continued on page 6) 

Ivan Nikolayevitsh Panin and the Panin Farm 
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Do You Remember 
 
The cabinetmaker’s shop, now in Westfield village. It was saved from demolition and removed from the 
corner of Plains Road East and King Rd and moved to Westfield village some time between 1960 and 
1980. Of course it has been rebuilt and painted. 
 Do you know exactly where it was located, what property was it on? If you have any information 
please let us know. It would help in tracing its history. You may contact the editor at sailing@cogeco.ca. 
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Check out the Archives Blog 

http://bhs-archives.blogspot.com 

The Coffee Pot 
 

 

 

 

 

The refreshments for Oct. cost us $56.50.    
The donation basket contained  

$35.00 

Remember that the coffee and cookies 
are paid for by the voluntary 
contributions in the basket 

At last months meeting, Bob Bratina 
told us about the Globe Train. The 
above is taken from a brochure pub-
lished by the Globe featuring their new 
modern publishing house in 1890. 
The brochure is the proud possession of 
our member, Ross Taylor. 

Lest We Forget 
E very year on the 11th 

hour of the 11th day 
of the 11th month, we 
share a moment of silence 
to honour the memory  of 
the men and women who 
gave their lives for  our 
country. 

 This fall, the spirit of remembrance will 
be captured on a commemorative stamp. 
Designed by the Toronto based graphic 
design group Contex Creative, the stamp 
features a close-up photograph of the 
National War Memorial in Ottawa. “We 
really seized the opportunity to revisit this 
wonderful sculpture,” says Creative Director 
Lionel Gadoury. “It conveys a strong sense of 
humanity, with people coming together from 

all walks of life and sacrificing for what they 
believe in. The sculptor Vernon March, was very 
clear that it was not to be a monument to the glory 
of war, but to the commitment of Canada’s 
soldiers. We sought to convey this message on the 
stamp.” Gadoury elaborates, “Standing together, 
the two figures shown speak to the camaraderie that 
is the very nature of peacekeeping efforts. And by 
focusing on their faces instead of their armour and 
uniforms the image transcends the ages, allowing 
the human  character of the work to shine through. 
Their upward glances are forward-looking and 
express a sense of hope—of pride in a strong nation 
and belief in a peaceful future.”     
 The signature “V” for “Victory” in the 
stamp’s background (also featured on Canadian 
nickels from 1943 to 1945) expands on the theme 
of hope and pride. Gadour explains, “This graphic 
element is a reminder that Canada’s wartime efforts 

(Continued on page 6) 
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trustees attended services at the Alliance 
Church in Waterdown.  The aims and 
objectives of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance were in keeping with their own 
missionary ideals and before long they set the 
wheels in motion to deed this tract of land to 
the Eastern and Central Canadian Districts of 
this religious organization. 
   For some time this group had been looking 
for an area to build and develop a district 
headquarters and parsonage, a home for the 
aged and retired citizens of the church, and a 
“home away from home” for vacationing and 
retired missionaries. Over the next 10 years 
the plan was to build apartments, semi-
detached houses for retired citizens and 
furlough homes for missionaries, a senior 
citizens home and eventually a small hospital. 
The Burlington council approved installation 
of  large septic tanks, as the planned sewer 
system for the area would not be finalized for 
another 3 or 4 years. 
      The three remaining members of the 
Church of God Sojourning in Aldershot, Mr. 
Cecil M. Ambridge, Mr. William Henderson 
and Mrs. Percy Osborne, still live in “houses 
on the hill” and continue to meet on Sunday 
morning for worship. 
   “We’re all 83,” chuckled a young Mr. 
Ambridge. “I have been living in this same 
house since 1926 – Dr. Panin lived here too.  
It’s a wonderful feeling to know that after 46 
years we might see the realization of this 
dream.  We have lived with it for a long time 
and my only regret is that the other members 
of the Church are not alive to see it.” 
 
Note: The Post includes photos of the 3 above 
members as well as the Meeting House. 
 
In next months issue there will be personal 
recollections made by Keith Thornborrow 
whose father farmed next to the Panin 
Commune. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Waterdown East Flamborough Heritage 
Society 19th Annual Book Fair 

November 14th 
9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

St James United Church 
306 Parkside Drive 

Waterdown 
 

Your Society will have a table at this event. 

have not been a fruitless struggle; much 
benefit has come from our military 
involvement in the world,” The colour palette 
was chosen with careful attention to the 
subject matter, red and white are the official 
Canadian colours, while blue brings a 
spiritual, contemplative quality to the design. 
 Also available is a booklet cover, 
souvenir sheet and first day cover featuring 
photographs of the War Memorial from 
various perspectives. “The monument is 
extremely complex; it’s as if each angle tells 
its own story.” notes Wandelmaier. “What 
results is a collection of human stories of 
courage and sacrifice— a phenomenal tribute 
to soldiers whose commitment has made 
Canada the strong, respected nation it is 
today. 
 
With notes from Canada Post’s Details 

(Continued from page 5) 
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cillor. The representative of Ward 1, Robert 
Douglass became the first Reeve as of 21 January 
1850. 
  The minute book adds to our collection of 
documents relating to Nelson. Also in the archives 
are small, printed booklets of minutes and bylaws 
of the township, for 1901 (J.F. Richardson, 
Reeve), and 1915 (John Readhead, Reeve). We 
also have some maps of Nelson Township, Dis-
trict of Gore; a copy of one has been enlarged and 
mounted on foam board. 
  Also received this year was a collection of 
memorabilia collected by Harold C. Adkins 
(1911-1995) who was the last Reeve of Nelson 
Township. Included in this collection are 25 pho-
tographs, two speeches, numerous newspaper clip-
pings and a large number of leaflets, menus, pro-
grammes and other papers, all related to Adkin’s 
time as Reeve. Of particular note is the large num-
ber of clippings related to the last days of Nelson 
as Adkins fought to save the township from being 
annexed by Burlington. This collection was do-
nated by his daughter, Mrs. Nancy Barlett, who 
also provided a detailed biography of her father. 
  On October 22, 1967, Harold Adkins un-
veiled  Nelson Township monument which was 
donated to the City of Burlington by the Burling-
ton Historical Society. Adkins is shown in the 
dark suit at 
the right in 
this photo-
graph. 
  To see 
more of the 
photographs 
in the Harold 

C. Adkins 
collection as 
well as many 
of  our other materials relating to the history of the 
Township of Nelson, visit the Local History web 

site at 
http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/search.asp 

and enter “nelson township”.   

I f you have been following our blog (bhs-
archives.blogspot.com) you already know 

that we recently acquired a real treasure: the 
original minute book of Nelson Township 
Council.  

 The large, leather-bound volume is filled 
with beautiful hand-written script that comes 
only with lots of practice and firm discipline. 
Our thanks go to Wayne Heslop and his mother, 
Janet, who donated the volume to our Archives. 
One of the most interesting things about the 
minutes is how they illustrate the way a group 
of community - minded men, freeholders and 
householders, meeting in various inns in the 
district  beginning in 1836, in 1850 suddenly 
became Nelson Township Council. The minutes 
from 1836-1849 show that the earlier meetings 
were entirely formal in structure, though short. 
They were held “for the purpose of appointing 
the Township Officers for said township and 
such other purposes as by law are directed.” 
Caleb Hopkins was the first Chairman and Wil-
liam McCay, the first Township Clerk. As a re-
sult of the provincial statute setting out the or-
ganization of Township Municipal Councils, 
passed until 1849, the Township of Nelson was 
divided into five wards, each with its own coun-

BHS GAZETTE 

Archive Report 
By Diane Wales Volunteer Archivist 
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Name       Telephone     
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
Membership dues (Please check which one) 

  
    New Member       Renewal 
 

  Family:  $40.00   Single: $30.00    Senior: $25.00 
 

   I wish to make a donation to the Society in the sum of                     
 

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  
Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 
Membership Convener 

Upper Brant Postal Outlet, Box 40565 
Burlington, Ontario. L7P 4W1  

 

Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Dave Morris  905 336 1329 
  Past President  Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
  1st Vice President Dohn Nagy   905 632  9870 
  2nd Vice President Les Armstrong  905 637  2270 
 Secretary   Noreen McNairn  905 637  6400 
  Treasurer   Brian Ryder  905 336  2105 
 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Diane Wales  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson / Marguerite Botting
 Membership Team     Brian Ryder / Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             TBA 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       TBA 
 Program        Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Dohn Nagy 
 Telephone Committee   Iris Davy 
 Web site Convenor   TBA 

BHS GAZETTE 

Membership Application 
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