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harvesting of ice from Burlington Bay. Read all about the frozen 
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O ver the past year or 
more there have 

been many progress 
reports about our book 
BRANT INN MEMORIES. 
Well, the eagle has 
landed! Our long-awaited 
book has been delivered 

and is in the hands of our publisher. It was 
over four years ago that this remarkable tale 
was identified as a chapter of Burlington’s 
history that should be preserved and retold 
for those who have wonderful reminiscences 
of the place, and as well, for the many more 
who simply enjoy a good story. It is 
gratifying to finally view the finished 
product. Inside its attractive cover are 152 
pages filled from end to end with great 
photographs and the entertaining personal 
memories of so many who made the place 
what it was or who simply went there for a 
good time. 
 As has been well publicized, BRANT 
INN MEMORIES will be launched at the 
Burlington Central Library on Sunday, 
February 3rd at 2 p.m. A lot of preparation is 
going into this. Early indications are that we 
can expect an excellent turnout. Of course, 
every member has a special invitation to 
attend. 
  As a member of our small book 
committee I can attest to the huge effort my 
fellow committee members Ruth and John 
Borthwick and Jane Ann Newson have put 
into this project. I want to personally thank 
them for their extraordinary dedication, for 
their excellent work and for their continuing 
good humour.  
 Following the book launch our next 
General meeting will take place on Monday 
February 11th. It promises to be an 
interesting meeting. Councillor Rick Craven 
will be our speaker on a subject to which he 
is closely connected. He will be speaking 
about his Ward and the 50th Anniversary of 
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Aldershot joining the city of Burlington. On 
the program as well, with a Bits of Burlington 
presentation, will be Shirley Harrison, whose 
interesting subject will be about a relative 
who wrote the well know song “When you 
and I were young, Maggie”. 
 At our Annual meeting on January 14th, 
your Executive for the coming year was 
installed. George Vallance  and Dave Morris 
will continue as 1st and 2nd Vice Presidents 
respectively. Yours truly will be continuing 
for another year as your President. Noreen 
McNairn our Immediate Past President 
stepped forward, in her usual helpful manner, 
and took on the task again of Secretary. After 
many years as our Treasurer Alex Stewart 
stepped down. It is an extremely important 
position and we frankly had difficulty finding 
the right person for the job. Brian Ryder who 
has filled many roles in the Society showed 
again his commitment and dedication to our 
organization by taking on this key function. 
On behalf of our Society I want to thank Alex 
Stewart for the very large contribution he has 
made. No one could have taken greater care 
of our financial affairs. We are indebted to 
him. 

President Ken Davy 
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Archive Report 
by Jane Irwin, Volunteer Archivist 

More Picture Puzzles from the Archives  

 Can anyone identify 3 young people in a 
photograph taken in Aldershot, probably in the 
1940s?  
 Gar Darroch, who knows old cars very well, 

has identified the car as a 1935 Ford 2-door 
coach. Gar notes  that it has an "aftermarket radio 
antenna and 'jazzy' hood louver emblems to give it a 
personalized or 'custom' touch. This was Ford's last 
year for wire wheels. Power was by "flathead" V-8, 
85 H.P. - very respectable by 1935 standards. (John 
Dillinger and Bonnie & Clyde preferred Ford V-8s 
whenever they could get away with one. The latter 
even wrote an unsolicited testimonial to Henry Ford 
in this regard.) There was a song in that era with the 
title or chorus line,  “Give me a Ford V-8 and let me 
WaaaWhooooWaaaWhooooWaaWhoooo.”   
 Our thanks to Gar Darroch, whose note 
increases our anticipation for his talk to the 
Historical Society later this spring. It will be an 
illustrated detective story about his research into the 
history of his own old car. 
 If you find the first puzzle too easy, how about 
the challenge of identifying members of the 
Burlington Fruit Growers Association in  1902, as 
published in Martha Craig's “The Garden of 
Canada”  Here are my guesses to get you started:  

(Continued on page 7) 
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  Every January or so we have a spell of 
extremely frigid weather. If this happens quickly when 
there is little snow, it is possible that Burlington Bay 
will freeze into a giant ice rink. The magic begins.  
 The water is clear as a glass window and we can 
see the plants and rocks on the bottom through the 
other side of this window pane. “Walking on glass” 
makes for tentative steps until we are assured that it is 
safe. Red fox and coyote will take advantage of the 
new walking area and will traverse from shore to 
shore. Young people will set up hockey nets to play 
shinny. All age groups will strap on their skates for 
leisurely forays seeing a new perspective along the 
shoreline.  
 The Bay’s forty-five kilometer shoreline is five 
miles long, three miles wide, with a depth of twenty to 
forty feet. Its watershed covers more than 500 square 
kilometers so this is a large surface of play for the 
650,000 people of Burlington and Hamilton. We can 
be grateful that in 1991 the Bay Area Restoration 
Council (www.hamiltonharbour.ca) began with a 
mandate to restore and protect Burlington Bay. This 
group of stakeholders works diligently to balance 
recreational activities with the diverse ecosystem that 
exists here. BARC members often use the slogan, 
“Bringing back the Bay.” as a way to mobilize the 
community.  
 Our personal stories about the history of 
Burlinton Bay came to life when the Bay Area 
Restoration Council (BARC) presented the first 
viewing in 2005 of “The People and the Bay, The 
Story of Hamilton Harbour” for its fourth annual 
History Night. Consider Victoria Gudgeon’s (Vicky is 
a long time BHS member) wild ride when she skied on 
a rope behind her father’s big 1932 LaSalle sedan as it 
roared down the frozen bay.  The one foot thick ice 
could hold up the V8 engine car maxing out its 115 
horsepower. Fearless Victoria did not worry about the 
ice even though she heard cracks with a bang like 
thunder. She declares that the ride was a “fine time.” 
 Victoria’s transportation in her father’s car 
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served as one method of crossing the Bay. Horse and 
cutters carried families who were warmed by thick fur 
robes. Ice boats were high-speed vehicles as they 
skimmed the surface in a flash.  
 In 1863 Queen Victoria celebrated the wedding of 
her son, the Prince of Wales to Princess Alexandra. 
Burlington also shared in this 
celebration with a huge 
carnival on the bay that 
offered ice skating, cutter 
races and the usual carnival 
merrymaking events. 
 For Burlington Bay, the 
most popular activity was ice 
skating by far. In a long love 
affair with skating, the first 
immigrants from Europe 
brought skates in their 
luggage. The Netherlands, a 
low lying country, was the 
origin of the first skates 
where animal bones served as 
gliders. Speed skating began 
in 1854 and it is rumoured that three British military 
officers raced from Montreal to Quebec City on the St. 
Lawrence River. In the early 1900s skates were simply a 
pair of leather shoes with a metal blade fastened to the 
sole. Families came to Burlington Bay to play, built 
great bonfires along the shore to keep warm, and skated 
until their toes chilled to stumps. 
 Canada’s favourite game of hockey evolved from 
team games like shinny and hurly, a stick-ball game 
played on the field and later adapted to ice. Hockey 
became wildly popular throughout the country in the 
late 1880s and early 1890s.  The Bay had many 
spontaneous games of hockey; but organized hockey 
games followed the usual rules of today’s hockey game. 
When Burlington Bay ice formed, no one was happier 
than our own Les Armstrong.  His recollections describe 
his fun, “I lived on the bay in my early years (from 1945 

(Continued on page 6) 

Will Burlington Bay Freeze Over This Year? 
By Marguerite Botting 

Ice boating was also 
popular on the Bay 

Photo courtesy BHS 
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- 1963) and spent many hours skating and playing 
hockey in the winter. We had a rule playing hockey 
that you couldn't raise the puck when you shot it. If 
the ice was smooth it would go a mile across the 
frozen water and the game had to stop while the puck 
was retrieved.”  

 Recreational activities on the ice prevailed; but 
ice harvesting was ongoing as well. Notations in 
Great Lakes documents describe this industry in 
Burlington Bay. “The ice harvest for 1899 – 1900 was 
completed March 27 and the ice-house is filled to 
capacity. On April 7 the ice is beginning to show 
signs of breaking up.” Mid-February marked a time 
when horse teams drew great saws to cut up ice into 
large ice cubes to be stored for refrigeration purposes. 
 Curling was played for many years on the Bay 
and in a small inlet. After clearing a patch of ice, it 
was easy to find brooms to sweep the ‘rocks’ from 
end to end. 
 Ice fishing on the Bay had two purposes: sport 
and food. In the 1990s lake trout, herring and white 
fish thrived. Family and fishing pals could put the 
winter doldrums on hold for a day with fun, friendly 
and sometimes serious ice fishing competition. This 
playful activity grew from the Bay’s first methods of 
ice fishing with handmade spears, chisels, crawl-in 
tents and carefully crafted fish decoys. 
 Les Armstrong has an even better story with a 
strong visual image that brings a smile to our face. 
“Another favourite winter sport when the ice was 

(Continued from page 5) smooth and the wind was blowing was to skate as far 
up the bay towards the high level bridge as we could - 
against the wind. We then turned around, opened our 
coats to act as sails and let the wind blow us home. We 
sure would get going fast. If you fell down you would 
slide for a mile.”  
 Watch the temperatures over the next few weeks. 
Look carefully at the Bay as you drive along North 
Shore Boulevard and you might notice that the colour 
has changed – the ice is here!  Maybe if you listen 
closely, you will hear the echoes of laughter from 
Queen Victoria’s carnival or you might check the wind 
and see if you could use your coat as a sail to blow you 
home. 

Marguerite Botting is a Member of our society and 
the feature writer for the Gazette. 

 
Why not help your society to continue its  

fine work in preserving Burlington’s 
History by making a tax deductible 

donation. 
For details contact the treasurer  

Brian Ryder. 

Ice harvested from the bay delivered to Brant St. by 
horse and sleigh 

Photo courtesy BHS 

Photo courtesy BHS 
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Office Depot 
The one stop shopping centre for Computers and Office supplies 

Tim Collins - Store Manager 
We are proud to be supporters and sponsors to the Burlington Historical Society 

 
1250 Brant St. Burlington  - 905 319 8449 
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The Burlington Historical Society 

invites you to the launch of our new book 
Brant Inn Memories by Stewart Brown 

This extraordinary book tells a comprehensive yet very entertaining story of Burlington’s Brant 
Inn, one of North America’s most successful Big Band venues. 

 
Launch to be held on 

Sunday, February 3rd at 2 p.m. in the 
Centennial Room of the Burlington Central Library  

2331 New Street 

Our February program 
speaker will be 
C o u n c i l o r  R i c k 
Craven. His talk titled  
“Aldershot: Sleepy 
Hollow to Golden 
Mile” will trace the 
development of the 
Aldershot Community 
since it joined as part 
of Burlington fifty 
years ago. 
 C o u n c i l o r 
Craven will discuss 

the history of this area of the city and bring us up 
to date on the exciting new developments for the 
western part of Burlington.       

 Seated, centre, George E. Fisher, Honorary President; 
standing behind him, William F. W. Fisher, Secretary-
Treasurer; standing next to him on our left, J. Ackland. 
Charles G. Davis is standing in the back row, 4th from the 
right. F. W. Galloway may be the man 3rd from the right in 
that row. Vickers Peart may be the man seated on the right, 
second row. The other members have not been identified, but 
include A. W. Peart. J. S. Freeman, and probably O. T. 
Springer, George N. Peer, W. V. Hopkins, W. A. Emory, 
Arthur Peer, Joseph Lindley, Alexander Riach, Thaddeus 
Ghent, J. H. Gardiner, H. T. Foster, E. W. Lewis and Edwin 
Peart. 
 Historical puzzles: a great combination of memory 
testing and the visual pattern recognition testing of jigsaw 
puzzles!  

**** 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Name       Telephone      
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
Membership dues (Please check which one) 

 
 

  Family:  $40.00   Single: $30.00    Senior: $25.00 
 

   I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     
 

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  
Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 
Membership Convener 

Upper Brant Postal Outlet, Box 40565 

Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
  Past President  Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  1st Vice President Geo Vallance  905 634 7681 
  2nd Vice President Dave Morris  905 336 1329 
 Secretary   Noreen McNair  905 637 6400 
  Treasurer   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Jane Irwin  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong 
 Membership Team     Brian Ryder/Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Kay/David Davidson 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       Brian Ryder 
 Program        Geo Vallance/Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Les Armstrong 
 Telephone Committee   Iris Davy 
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Membership Application 
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Share a good thing 
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the next  
General Meeting 
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Volume 3 Issue 3 March 2008 
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March 3rd - 7:00 PM 
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Remember that 
memberships  were due in 

January What does this antique car have to do with the “Pursuit of the 
Past”. Come out to the March General Meeting when Gar 
Darroch will recount the ten years he spent trying to put together 
the human story of  this old car. 
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I  am sure anyone who 
attended will tell you 

that the launch of BRANT 
INN MEMORIES was a 
g r e a t  s u c c e s s . 
 Contributing to this 
was the coverage that the 
book and our organization 

was given in the newspapers and on radio 
and TV. During the proceedings, our Society 
was given congratulatory messages by M.P. 
Mike Wallace, M.P.P. Joyce Savoline, 
Mayor Cam Jackson and Terry Quinn who 
represented our project sponsor the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation. The turnout for the 
event was exceptional. There was standing 
room only with over 200 attending. Our 
author, Stewart Brown signed and our 
publisher, Gary Evans sold over 120 books. I 
am also happy to report that the book is now 
experiencing very good sales in the book 
stores. 
 An important contribution was made to 
the success of the day by a number of our 
members. At the top of the list is Jane Ann 
Newson who did an outstanding job as the 
program’s M.C. Fred Briggs recorded the 
proceedings as our official photographer. 
Those who did a fine job of preparing and 
serving the refreshments were Barbara 
Borthwick, Kathy Borthwick, Morven 
Copley, Noreen McNairn and Marguerite 
Botting. The setting up of our display was 
capably handled by Judi McNairn. Dave 
Morris and his son Alex took on the 
increasingly important task of crowd control.  
 One aspect of the press coverage we 
have recently enjoyed was a very large 
spread in the Burlington Post. This was the 
outcome of an arrangement we have made 
with this community paper to publish articles 
provided by us on subjects of local historical 
interest. As well as fulfilling our mandate to 
create awareness of Burlington’s history, 
these stories we believe will stir interest and 

President’s Report 
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involvement in our Society. Marguerite 
Botting has taken hold of this project and the 
impressive result of her work was evident in 
the issue of the Post which appeared prior to 
our February meeting. The excellent article 
told of the beginnings of the Teen-Tour Band 
as was remembered by Kay Rutty. This had 
been the subject of Kay’s presentation at an 
earlier meeting. Congratulations to both 
Marguerite and Kay for their outstanding 
contributions. 
 Although the weather was bone-chilling 
the numbers who attended our February 
meeting was impressive. Two members 
helped to make it a very enjoyable meeting. 
Our Archivist, Jane Irwin described a map 
which she had arranged to copy for our 
Society’s archive. The original is in the 
Ontario archive and is the earliest known map 
of Burlington dated 1797. Jane gave an 
interesting description of many of the map’s 
features which can still be identified in the 
present landscape of our community 
 Shirley Harrison told us about a relative 
who wrote the lovely old ballad ”When You 
and I Were Young Maggie”. She 
accompanied her talk with appropriate music 
and many interesting visuals. It was an 
excellent presentation obviously enjoyed by 
those in attendance. 
 The main speaker for the evening, Rick 
Craven, gave an interesting talk in which he 
mixed aspects of Aldershot’s history with 
present and future plans. As City Councillor 
for Aldershot he knew his subject well. We 
learned that prior to joining Burlington 50 
years ago, Aldershot did not have a political 
designation and was referred to as Sleepy 
Hollow. Current developments and future 
plans make it more aptly described as the 
Golden Mile, Rick suggested. As well as 
giving us an extremely interesting 
presentation we were delighted that he also 
became a member of our Society.  

(Continued on page 7) 

President Ken Davy 
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Archive Report 
by Jane Irwin, Volunteer Archivist 

O n January 28, Burlington City Council made 
an historic decision, by a vote of five to two, 

stating its intention to designate under the Ontario 
Heritage Act the property at 444 Mountain Brown 
Road, known for 175 years as “Woodhill”.  

 Council’s timely action was the only way of 
invalidating the demolition permit which, to the 
surprise and dismay of many,  had been applied for 
by the estate of Robert Elstone.  
 Bob Elstone was a Life Member of the 
Burlington Historical Society. In addition to his 
many other interests and pursuits, he was 
passionately interested in natural heritage and in 
histories of human accomplishment.  
 Naturally, he took a justifiable pride in his 
ownership of the Woodhill estate by the Niagara 
escarpment near Waterdown, and relished living in 
his historic house.  After buying the property, he 
hired the renowned heritage consultant, Peter John 
Stokes of Niagara-on-the-Lake, to prepare an 
architectural study of the structure, with 
suggestions of what improvements might be made, 
and what alterations might best be avoided.  
 “Woodhill”, now the oldest house in 
Burlington, was built in 1833 for Adam Fergusson, 
a Canadian of national importance.  Fergusson’s 
entry in the Canadian Dictionary of Biography 
summarizes his life as an “agriculturalist and 
politician” who, as a member of the Legislative 
Council of Upper Canada and then of the united 
province from 1839 until 1862, supported 
constitutional Reform.  

 Esteemed as “a gentleman from Scotland, 
highly respectable and intelligent,” he was involved 
in the reform of the Kingston penitentiary in 1848, 
the founding of what are now the University of 
Guelph, the Canadian National Exhibition and the 
town of Fergus, and many other projects which 
greatly improved the circumstances of settlers’ lives 
during this country’s early years. The lives of 
Canadians today still benefit from his efforts.  
 Just a few weeks before his unexpected death 
in April of last year, Bob Elstone visited the 
Historical Society Archives with the purpose of 
proposing a new biography of the life and work of 
Adam Fergusson. In 1983 he had supported the 
publication by Ariel Dyer of The Laird of Woodhill 
(now long out-of-print). Among the material to 
support a new enlarged life study, he left in the 
Archives a copy of Fergusson’s book, Practical 
Notes Made During a Tour in Canada, and a 
Portion of the United States, in MDCCCXXXI, 
published in 1833.  
 In December Shelagh Beattie, Gerry Wright 
and I visited Woodhill to pick up two boxes 
of  papers very kindly set aside by Mrs. Elstone for 
donation to the Archives. One box was full of 
Historical Society newsletters and other records; the 
other contained research notes about Fergusson. As 
a friend who knew him well commented, “Bob never 
threw anything away!” We are very grateful that he 
kept his BHS records, which have filled gaps in our 
own collection.  In addition, Mrs. Elstone gave two 
letters by written by Fergusson and a copy of the 
1875 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the County of 
Wentworth, Ont. The latter includes a map showing 
the Woodhill Estate, then owned (after Fergusson’s 
death in 1862) by Captain William Spence.  
 Any opponent of designation has 30 days to 
make an appeal. The Heritage Review Board 
considers the evidence and makes a recommendation 
to Council, which then makes its final decision.  
It is to be hoped that the designation process begun 
by Council will reveal alternatives to what seems 
like a premature impulse to reduce this landmark to 
landfill. The loss of “Woodhill” would be a shame, 
not only for Burlington, but for the Province of 
Ontario as a whole.  
 
 

Woodhill 
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By Marguerite Botting  
Can we agree that this winter of 

2007 was brutal? Yes, but Burlington 
residents have coped for decades with 
winters of howling winds, mountains of 
snow, frigid cold, and treacherous ice. Let’s 
remember the winter gales of 1829 and 1830 
and their impact on the Burlington Canal, 
that small opening into Burlington Bay.  Not 
one, but a series of gales, destroyed the 
entrance breakwater as well as the existing 
lighthouse. The canal piers on the Lake 
Ontario side were torn off and swept away. 
The relentless wave action built a huge sand 
bar 40 feet wide about 300 feet off shore.  
Only boats with a depth or draw of 6 ½ feet 
could pass through the canal. Now trapped 
by the sand bar, nine ships hunkered down 
as hostages in the bay.  

Some winters the ice piled up in the 
Burlington Canal and made crossing the 
canal impossible for people and animals. 
One particular family, the Greens, began on 
December 31, 1863 to cross the canal but 
the ice was precarious. Every day this 
family made an attempt and finally on 
January 3, 1864 the water in the canal froze 
solid enough for them to cross on foot to the 
Hamilton side.   

The Burlington Canal endured 
winters when the Bay was frozen deeply 
enough to support teams of horses with their 
freight. Almost two feet thick the ice was 
quite safe. It would be 45 minutes to get a 
team of horses across the chunky ice gap. 
Other teams of horses would wait on the 
south side for their turn to cross, - that is, 
wait in the warmth of a nearby tavern. Often 
these teams of horses drove on the ice 

directly from Wellington Square, now Brant 
Street, to Hamilton or Brown’s Wharf, now 
LaSalle. This bypass of the ferryman’s scow 
would certainly elicit a snarl from him as he 
was cheated of his fees. 

Water currents were consistently 

strong so the ice at the mouth of the canal did 
not stay frozen for long, yet people planned 
for their drive across to Hamilton from early 
January to mid-March. In 1856 the 
Burlington winter was especially dastardly as 
a horse and buggy crossed to the city on April 
1st  the bay still frozen and staying frozen 
until April 26 of that year.  Safe paths across 
the bay were marked by pine brush, similar to 
the ropes and buoys we would use in the 
summer to mark safe swimming areas. In a 
similar safety measure, markers were sunk 
into the ice to mark the path around the 
mouth of the Burlington Canal.  

The opposite world or yang to 
Burlington’s icy bridge across the canal must 
be contrasted by the icy bridge of Niagara 
Falls. Inquiring minds ask, “Does Niagara 
Falls ever really freeze over?”  Absolutely 
yes. If there are extended extremely frigid 
temperatures, a hardened crust of ice can 

(Continued on page 5) 

Yin and Yang of Ice: 
Burlington Canal and Niagara Falls  

Courtesy Burlington Public Library 
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accumulate over parts of the falls - actually only the 
American Falls. Historically, when this blanket of ice 
spanned the entire Niagara River, this structure is 
called the “ice bridge.” This is a naturally-formed ice 
sculpture almost 50 feet thick.  

Nothing ever froze solid, neither the river nor 
the Falls, as water flows beneath the ice all the time, 
seemingly to rise on a layer of air that builds under the 
ice surface.  From late December to the end of 
February and maybe into mid-March the bridge 
formation is dependant on the weather. Feeling very 
safe, people would walk and play around the frozen 
Falls and even walk across the ice bridge. After 1912 
this dangerous adventure was forbidden as the bridge 
unexpectedly broke and three tourists were carried off 
by ice and water to their deaths. 

In the early 1900’s the American Falls had a 
total water flow of only 5%; therefore, it was 
susceptible to freezing. Once records were initiated, 
notes indicate that the American Falls froze over 
during 1909, 1936, 1938 and 1949. The longest 
duration of a frozen state was fifteen days.  

Two incidents were remarkable. In January 
1938 an ice jam cut off the main flow of water to the 
Falls with a consequent trickle of water that froze 
solid. This gigantic ice jam contributed to the collapse 
of the Honeymoon Bridge. In April 1909 the eastern 

(Continued from page 4) 
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end of Goat Island’s flow of water was dammed off by 
an ice flow. Again the mere trickle of water remaining 
was quick to freeze. People casually walked on the river 
bed just above the American Falls where there was 
normally treacherous water.  

In the 1960’s an ice boom was placed at the 
mouth of the Niagara River, thereby eliminating the 
probability of the Falls freezing over. Visitors to 
Niagara Falls are enchanted with the crystallized winter 
wonderland as the endless amount of mist from the 
cascading water freezes on contact with all surfaces.   In 
1886 a million people visited to see an unusually 
spectacular icy wonderland marvel. 

Yin and yang?  Little Burlington Canal became 
an icy bridge for people and teams of horses to cross 
from the Burlington to the Hamilton side. The gigantic 
American Falls became an icy bridge for people to play 
and frolic among the ice chunks. The separate world or 
‘yin’ of winter’s effects on the Burlington Canal are 
small in size but similar in function when compared to 
the ‘yang’ of the immensity of the Niagara Falls in 
winter. Aah, winter has its natural miracles. 
 
Credits 
Harbour Lights: Burlington Bay – Mary Weeks-Mifflin & Ray 
Mifflin 
From Pathway to Skyway Revisited: The story of Burlington – 
Claire Emery Machan 
The Sand Strip: Burlington/ Hamilton Beaches – Dorothy Turcotte 
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New Members 

 

We wish to welcome  new members to BHS 
 

Mr Rick Craven 
Mr. Steve Lovegrove 

 

Please make our new members welcome. 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

On sale now 
Get your copy today 

Membership 
 

A s of the February meeting, nearly 100 
m e m b e r s  h a d  r e n e w e d  t h e i r 

memberships.  Thanks.  To those who have 
forgotten, are procrastinating, or just prefer to 
leave it to later, your membership will lapse as 
of the April meeting.  This will mean no 
newsletter in May and there after until you have 
renewed.  Reminder letters will NOT be sent out 
this year.  If you are unsure as to whether or not 
you have renewed, just ask me.  I look forward 
to receiving lots of renewals next meeting.  See 
you there. 
  
Brian Ryder, Membership Convener 
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Office Depot 
The one stop shopping centre for Computers and Office supplies 

Judy Moir - Store Manager 
We are proud to be supporters and sponsors to the Burlington Historical Society 

 
1250 Brant St. Burlington  - 905 319 8449 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

  
SHARE A GOOD THING  

 
BRING A FRIEND TO 

 
OUR NEXT MEETING 

 Our Society Played a major role in the 
annual Heritage Day held on Saturday, February 
16th. As usual, we exhibited our display but this 
year we also had a special display of the Society’s 
books. Our new book. Brant Inn Memories was 
also on sale and the author Stewart Brown gave a 
presentation and participated in a book signing. 
Again these things don’t happen without the 
assistance of some of our members. Ruth 
Borthwick organized the staffing of our tables and 
we want to thank Linda McKay, Betty Stubbs, 
Betty Park, Barbara Borthwick and Kay Rutty for 
manning our displays. Judi McNairn did the 
important work of setting up the displays. Dave 
Morris, Jane Ann Newson and Noreen McNairn 
ably represented us on the Heritage Day 

(Continued from page 2) Committee. 
 Make a note on your callender as our next meeting on 
Mar 10th should be a good one. Our speaker is to be Gar 
Darroch and he will be telling us about the history of an 
antique car. It’s an interesting subject and I understand that 
Mr. Darroch is a darn good presenter. 
 In March our Bits of Burlington History speaker is 
Ann Wingfield. Her subject is Memories of the 50s and the 
60s. Knowing Ann I am sure that what she tells us will be 
both interesting and entertaining.  
      

The launch of the Societies new book,      
“Memories of the Brant Inn ” drew a 
standing room only crowd to the 
Central Library on Sunday, February, 
3rd.  
 
Over 200 people attended the 
ceremony along with such notables as 
Burlington’s MP Mike Wallace .  MPP, 
Joyce Savoline, Mayor Cam Jackson & 
Councilor Rick Craven. 
 
After the ceremony the crowd enjoyed 
refreshments. 
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Name       Telephone      
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
Membership dues (Please check which one) 

 
 

  Family:  $40.00   Single: $30.00    Senior: $25.00 
 

   I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     
 

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  
Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 
Membership Convener 

Upper Brant Postal Outlet, Box 40565 

Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
  Past President  Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  1st Vice President Geo Vallance  905 634 7681 
  2nd Vice President Dave Morris  905 336 1329 
 Secretary   Noreen McNair  905 637 6400 
  Treasurer   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Jane Irwin  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong 
 Membership Team     Brian Ryder/Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Kay/David Davidson 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       Brian Ryder 
 Program        Geo Vallance/Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Les Armstrong 
 Telephone Committee   Iris Davy 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

Membership Application 



 

  

 
Page 2      President’s Message 
 

Page 3      Aldershot Schools 
 

Page 4      Burlington Cannery 
 

Page 5      Burlington Cannery  
 

Page 6      Farmer John  
       

Page 7  Exploring Your Roots    
 

Page 8 Executive Council       
 

Coming Events 

May General Meeting 
 

“People and The Bay”   
 

Speakers 
Professors Ken Cruikshank and Nancy Bouchard  

 

Monday, May 12, 2008  
 Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre 
Free Admission - Bring a Friend 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 3 Issue 5 May 2008 

 

The Burl ington His tor ica l  Socie ty’s 

Gazette  

Preserv ing  Burl ington’s  His tory for  Today and Tomorrow 

Executive Meeting 
 

May 5th - 7:00 PM 
History Room 

Burlington Central Library 
 

General Meeting  
 May 12th  7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre  
 

The best deal in town: 
 membership in the 

BHS 

This 1910 photo shows some prominent Aldershot residence enjoying 
boating on the bay. Included in the picture are The Easterbooks, Filmans, 
Scheers, Emerys and Johnsons. 
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F rom our highrise 
condominium, Iris 

and I have a ring-side seat 
overlooking the Skyway 
bridge. This vantage point 
has made us much more 
aware of the shipping and 
recreational sailing that 
pass in and out of “the 
Bay”. As well as being an 

entertaining spectacle it has also made us 
more conscious of the importance of “the 
Bay”, geographically and historically to both 
Burlington and Hamilton. For this reason the 
subject of our May 12th meeting “People and 
the Bay” will be of particular interest to us. 
Having heard excellent reports of earlier 
presentations which have been made, I am 
sure that this illustrated presentation will be 
highly interesting and informative for all of 
our members. 
 The “People and the Bay” presentation 
will be given by Professors Ken Cruickshank 
and Nancy Bouchard. The main part of their 
presentation is an excellent video which was 
researched and produced by the History 
Department of McMaster University. 
 Adding further interest to the May 
meeting is a “Bits of Burlington History” 
presentation by Ruth Borthwick. Her topic is 
“John Waldie”. This gentleman was a noted 
enterpreneur and benefactor of our 
community in the 1800s. Based on Ruth’s 
previous contributions I am sure we can look 
forward to a well researched and interesting 
presentation. 
 Mayor Cam Jackson will also be 
attending our next General Meeting. He has 
indicated that he plans to make a 
presentation of $2000 from the “Mayor’s 
Fund” toward the production of our Brant 
Inn TV  documentary. We are very 
appreciative of this support from the Mayor 

President’s Report 
and the City as it will go a long way toward 
the topping-up of the funds collected for this 
project. 
 On the subject of our Brant Inn 
projects, work on the editing of the video is 
underway. At this point in time we hope to 
have the documentary ready for airing by 
early fall. Our book, Brant Inn Memories 
continues to have good sales. The first 
cheque from our publisher is in the mail. The 
committee is presently working on the 
distribution of copies to our local high 
schools and selected senior’s establishments. 
 I am sure those who attended our April 
meeting will agree that it was a thoroughly 
interesting program. John McDonald spoke 
about a number of communities in North 
Halton. Our speaker has written extensively 
on this subject and his knowledge of the 
history of towns such as Georgetown, Acton 
and Limehouse was clearly evident. His talk 
was accompanied by an excellent collection 
of photographs, many of them quite rare. 
 Pat Sweeny also illustrated his talk with 
photos of Burlington homes which have been 
occupied in the past by local doctors. His 
interesting commentary was based on the fine 
record that he researched and published in his 
book “ Medical Practice in Burlington 1791-
1961” 
  Anne Wingfield’s  presentation in 
March describing Brant Street during the 50s 
and 60s stirred up memories for a number of 
our members. As a result Les Armstrong has 
been digging back in his own memory and 
has agreed to take another look at Brant 
Street this time during the 30s and 40s. 
 We are hoping that other members will 
give thought to local subjects that they have 
some knowledge of or are interested in 
researching which can be presented at a 
future meeting. Give it some thought and if 

(Continued on page 6) 

President Ken Davy 
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By Ross Taylor 

W hen the first settlers began to arrive in 
Aldershot in the early 1800s it soon became 

necessary to build a school. As photography was in 
its infancy and records were few, we have to depend 
on the memories of old timers. 
 The first school was built on the site of St. 
Matthew’s cemetery in 1831. It was called 
Applegarth. A second school was built on the site of 
the present East Plains United Church. Both of 
these schools were made of logs. The students even 
sat on log benches. If one wishes to see an example 
of this kind of school house you can visit Doon 
Pioneer Village near Kitchener where there is one 
preserved. 
 About 1867 land was purchased from Mr. 
Smiley and a school was built on the north west 
corner of Howard and Plains Rd., the road that leads 
to Hidden Valley. Initially it was a one room school 
but soon another room was added. It was reported to 
be the finest school within a forty mile radius of 
Hamilton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An interesting feature of this school was that it 
was made of brick. The bricks were made by 
hand at the Aldershot Brickworks located about a 
block from the current site of the Aldershot Cold 
Storage.  
 This school served the needs until 1913 
when two new schools were built, Fairfield to the 
west and Maplehurst to the east. 
 After 1913 the former school house had 
many uses; a residence, a garage, a car 
dealership, a dance hall, the Black Horse Inn and 
finally a restaurant. 
 In 1970 it was demolished to make room 
for commercial development. During demolition 
an attempt was made to salvage the date stone 
that is partially seen in the photograph on the 
front of the building just below the steeple. 
Though damaged it is preserved in the 
Wentworth School archives. The U stood for the 
Union which meant it served the adjacent Nelson 
Township as well as East Flamborough. 
 

In 1867 this brick schoolhouse in Aldershot was reported to be the finest school within forty miles. 

The school as a gas station The date stone 

Early Aldershot Schools 
BHS NEWSLETTER 
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By Marguerite Botting 

I nitially just a great idea in 1902, Reeve 
Kerns showed much foresight. He proposed 

that Burlington consider either a milling or a 
canning company to bring trade to the village.  
It was an easy proposition to promote as this 
industry would enrich the village’s industrial 
tax base. In quick order Kerns’ idea of a 
canning company moved to reality.  
 The very next year a group of farmers 
and landowners formed the Burlington 
Canning Company. These entrepreneurs built a 
huge factory directly on the waterfront rising 
to Lakeshore Road, known as Water Street 
during its early days. The factory was 
imposing as it squatted at the foot of Brant 
Street and stretched two city blocks long to 
Elizabeth Street. This is the same site where 
the Travelodge hotel sits today. 

  Certainly Burlington Councilors’ 
business acumen was noted in 1905 when they 
approved a radial line that would support the 

canning industry. The radial line snaked down 
John Street across Pine and Water Streets.  
This railway would 
service a nearby coal 
yard and the Burlington 
Canning Company’s 
many offices and 
warehouses. 
 Name changes 
occurred when in 1910 
the Dominion Canners Company purchased 
the Burlington Cannery. The first manager, 
Alexander Leitch moved his family from 
Strathroy to Burlington. Clearly this was a 
long term move as Leitch ensconced his 
family in the Queens Hotel while they built 
their family home on Hurd Avenue. 
 One of the small outbuildings was 
renovated and used as a lab. Harry Powell, a 
Hamilton chemist, tested the canned products 
to ensure that the standards would be kept 
high.  The best brand was named “Aylmer.” 
Later the factory’s name changed to Aylmer 
Factory No. 36, a subsidiary of Dominion 
Canners, now known as Canadian Canners.  It 
is during this period that Aylmer tomato juice, 
catsup and tomato soup became well-known 
products. The cannery closed in 1960; but the 
work shifted in 1958 until 1984 when 
Walker’s Line had a branch of Canadian 
Canners. It is here that this company 
manufactured the cans themselves. 
 During the 1900s the cannery packed 
fruits, vegetables, meats, poultry, pork and 
beans, jams, jellies, and relishes. The 
trademark product was tomato pulp.  The 
cannery’s fame linked to tomato catsup, 
applesauce, tomato juice with the brand name 
labels of Burlington and Vulcan. During the 
off-season when produce was limited, the 

(Continued on page 5) 

New Pier in Shadow of Burlington Cannery 

In the early 1900’s children wiled away the 
summer on Bunton’s Wharf with the canning 
factory in the background. The old Wharf was 
on the site of the new pier. 

Certainly Burlington 

Councilors’ business 

acumen was noted in 

1905 when they 

approved a radial line  
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cannery packed olives imported from Spain and 
spaghetti in cheese sauce. Our Burlington based 
canning company shipped world-wide to 
markets in the British Isles, Australia, Malta, 
Germany, France, British Honduras and the 
West Indies.  
 Undoubtedly this important industry 
contributed to Burlington’s community growth 
of ebb and flow.  Leitch, as manager, negotiated 
with the local farmers to buy their produce. 
Much of the produce came from farms on 
Maple Avenue and Plains Road. As many as 
1,000 tomato growers in the Burlington area 
sold their produce to Leitch for 25 cents a 
bushel. The tomatoes were dumped into 1,000 
gallon stainless steel tanks that were then heated 
up by steam pipes.  Left to boil for hours, 75 
percent of the ingredients boiled off as steam 
before the final product was deemed finished.  
 Labourers in the canning factory 
responded to the seasons and lived in a nearby 
‘help house’ with its 24 units. During busy 
periods, Leitch went to Caledonia to pick up 
First Nations people. Women traveled from 
Buffalo and Oshweken to work. And work they 
did! During the peak season, the workers began 
their day at five in the morning and then worked 
18 hour days.   
 A canning factory was a significant thing 
for a town because it meant jobs for both men 
and women. Despite the fact that the jobs were 
dirty, respectable, seasonal jobs processing fruit 
and vegetables, the work was well paid. The 

(Continued from page 4) 
risk was that it was entirely dependent on 
markets and the yields of particular crops; 
therefore, production had wild swings. Jobs had 
been steady only during the war years, when tons 
of fruit and vegetables were trucked in to be 
dehydrated and shipped to the men fighting 
overseas. Many Burlington men were overseas 
fighting so the canning factory struggled to find 
labourers. 
 Another individual strongly linked to the 
cannery is Tommy Thomson.  He worked at the 
cannery for almost thirty years. Tommy was 
injured in a warehouse fall so he needed a 
recovery period. If you look closely at the 
accompanying picture you will see Tommy in his 
recovery job. He sat inside a gigantic replica of 
an Aylmer tomato juice can that was positioned 
directly in front of the factory. Tommy’s 
responsibility was to sell tomato juice to 
passersby for 5 cents a glass. 
 Today there are many Burlington residents 
who recall the cannery. These same residents 
particularly remember the aroma of catsup 
during the canning season. Almost everyone 
liked the smell but some described it as rotting 
tomatoes. Leitch’s wife was sometimes asked by 
a resident to get her husband to “do something 
about the terrible smell.”  
 The cannery was one of the major 
industries that shaped our economy and put 
Burlington on the map everywhere in the world. 
The cannery site will now be marked by the new 
Burlington Pier. On Canada Day 2008 the 
stunning S-shaped pier will be opened to the 
public for their enjoyment. As you walk from 
Brant Street down to the waterfront and along the 
pier look back over your shoulder to the 
waterfront shoreline. You might envision the 
squatting canning factory giant with its busy 
wharf piled high with endless crates of tomato 
products for the world markets. A large and 
visible presence fifty years ago, the canning 
factory was an overshadowing and significant 
presence in shaping our Burlington history. 
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New Members 
 

We wish to welcome  a new member to 
BHS 

Joe Love 
Please make our new member welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENT: A Taste of the Hearth! 
Sunday, May 25th 

11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m  
Ireland House at Oakridge Farm 

 
Sample the unforgettable flavour of foods 
cooked on a historic hearth! From starters to 
mains and desserts, a variety of food will be 
cooked and sampled throughout this one of a 
k i n d  g a s t r o n o m i c  e x p e r i e n c e . 
Meet theatrical characters that will make the 
history and lore of Ireland House come to life! 
Actors either in 1first person or posing as 
historical characters will interact with 
circulating guests and each other with the 
history of Ireland House, the various eras and 
Burlington as backdrop.  

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*       Meanness don't jes' happen overnight. 
*       Forgive your enemies.  It messes up their       
 heads. 
*       Do not corner something that you know is 
 meaner than you. 
  

Wise Sayings From Farmer John 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

you are interested speak to me at the next meeting 
or call me at 905-333-1345. 
 Still on the subject of member participation, 
your Society’s Executive has been giving thought 
to identifying new projects that we might 
undertake now that our two projects about the 
Brant Inn are well underway. We would welcome 
any suggestions you may have. Contact me or any 
one of the Executive (See listing on the back page 
of this Newsletter). 
 I am appealing again to members who are 
currently on the internet to take advantage of the 
trouble-free delivery and the full colour 
presentation of this Newsletter. The advantage to 
your Society is that the monthly postage is saved. 
Having your Newsletter delivered by e-mail will 
make a significant financial contribution to the 
Society. If you agree please send your YES and 
e-mail address to kdavy@cogeco.ca 

(Continued from page 2) 
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 Genealogy: Exploring Your Roots Special Event  
  Saturday, May 10, 9.45am-4.30pm 
 
A full day of informative sessions geared to people with an interest in         
genealogical research and history. 

Office Depot 
The one stop shopping centre for Computers and Office supplies 

Judy Moir - Store Manager 
We are proud to be supporters and sponsors to the Burlington Historical Society 

 

1250 Brant St. Burlington  - 905 319 8449 

  
SHARE A GOOD THING  

 
BRING A FRIEND TO 

 
OUR NEXT MEETING 

9.45-10am Registration & vendor displays 
10-11.15 Bill Bienia: Family History Basics and Ancestry software 
11.15-12.15 Linda Layton: A Passion for Survival: The True Story of Marie Anne 

and Louis Payzant in 18th Century Nova Scotia 
12.15-1.30 Lunch provided; Ancestry display & vendor displays 
1.30-2.30 Kathie Orr UE: Documenting Your Loyalist Ancestry 

2.30-3.30 Zig Misiak: Butlers Rangers as Warriors 

3.30-4.30pm Rick Roberts: Which Genealogy Software is best for you? 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

Limited seating; please register early to avoid disappointment. Cost: $25 per person, 
includes lunch and health break; payable at pre-registration. Location: Central Library. 
Questions about this event? Please call Karen Logan, Special Event’s Coordinator, at 
905.639.3611 ext 132. 
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Name       Telephone      
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
Membership dues (Please check which one) 

 
 

  Family:  $40.00   Single: $30.00    Senior: $25.00 
 

   I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                     
 

A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  
Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 

The Burlington Historical Society 
Membership Convener 

Upper Brant Postal Outlet, Box 40565 

Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
  Past President  Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  1st Vice President Geo Vallance  905 634 7681 
  2nd Vice President Dave Morris  905 336 1329 
 Secretary   Noreen McNair  905 637 6400 
  Treasurer   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Jane Irwin  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong 
 Membership Team     Brian Ryder/Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Kay/David Davidson 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       Brian Ryder 
 Program        Geo Vallance/Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Les Armstrong 
 Telephone Committee   Iris Davy 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

Membership Application 



 

  

 

Page 2      President’s Message 
 

Page 3      A Bitter Dispute 
 

Page 4      Shadeland Ave. 
 

Page 5      Joseph Brant Day  
 

Page 6      New Members  
       

Page 7  Frank Wright Collection    
 

Page 8 Executive Council       
 

Coming Events 

September General Meeting 
 

“Juno Beach”   
 

Speaker 
Author Ted Barris  

 

Monday, September 8, 2008  
 Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre 
Free Admission - Bring a Friend 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 3 Issue 6 September 2008 

 

The Burl ington His tor ica l  Society’s 

Gazette  

Preserv ing Burl ington’s  His tory for Today  and Tomorrow 

Executive Meeting 
 

September 2nd - 7:00 PM 
History Room 

Burlington Central Library 
 

General Meeting  
 September 8th - 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre  
 

The best deal in town: 
 membership in the 

BHS 

June 6, 1944, Canadian soldiers landing on Juno Beach. Our 
soldiers distinguished themselves by making the farthest 
advances of any of the forces involved in operation Overlord. 
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W e begin our Fall 
Series of meetings 

on Monday, September 
8th, and this meeting 
promises  to be  a 
thoroughly enjoyable and 
informative event. Our 
Program Chair, George 
Vallance, has invited Ted 
Barris for a return 

engagement. His  presentation will be based 
on his recently written book, Juno Beach, a 
history of Canada’s part during D-Day, one 
of the great events of World War 2. Ted 
Barris is a teacher by profession and a 
terrific story-teller. Last November he told 
us about the battle of Vimy Ridge. I am sure 
that any member who attended on that 
occasion will tell you what an outstanding 
presentation it was. Put a ring around 
September 8th on your calendar. This 
meeting has the ingredients to be a really 
good one!  
 The “Bits of Burlington History” 
presentations by members have added 
considerably to the enjoyment of our 
monthly meetings. This will be continuing in 
September with a contribution by Nancy 
Emerson. Nancy will present some 
interesting information based on her own 
personal knowledge about the Smith family 
and the development of orchards in the 
Strathcona and Ravenswood farms.  
 To some of our members it probably 
appears that the Society’s activities come to 
a complete halt during the summer months. 
This isn’t altogether the case. Members of 
the Society were involved in a number of 
functions that I think you will be interested 
in hearing about. 
 On July 1st,Canada Day, the Museums 
of Burlington held their annual Strawberry 
Festival on the grounds of the Joseph Brant 

President’s Report 
Museum. Our Society’s display attracted the 
attention of many of those who attended. 
Throughout the day our display was manned  
in shifts by Judi and Noreen McNairn, Jane 
Ann Newson, August Kloppenburg, Kathleen 
Whatmough, Ruth and John Borthwick, Betty 
Stubbs and Betty Park. Books were sold and 
many were made aware of the work of the 
Society. 
 The Society was represented as well 
with our display at the Joseph Brant Day 
celebration held at LaSalle Park on August 
4th. The members representing the Society on 
this occasion were Judi and Noreen McNairn, 
Peggy Armstrong, John Borthwick and Ruth 
Borthwick who is always on the job as 
Special Events Coordinator. I also want to 
single out Judi McNairn for special praise for 
the work she does in caring for and setting up 
the BHS display whenever needed. 
 A lot of good work has been going on 
as well by Jane Irwin’s team in the BHS 
Archive. Hours and hours have been spent on 
cataloguing, reproducing and filing 
historically valuable photographs and 
documents. This is one of the Society’s most 
important activities. Our team of very capable 
volunteers who have been hard at it this 
summer are Gerry Wright, Shelagh Beattie,  
Marianne Hubbs and Diane Wales. We were 
pleased as well that a young high school 
student, Christopher Bryan, volunteered his 
time to photograph historically significant 
Burlington homes for retention in our 
archive. At a future meeting, Jane will be 
bringing us up- to- date on all of the good 
things that have been accomplished. 
 The activities I have just described 
depend almost entirely on individuals giving 
freely of their time and talents. Our 
organization like so many others do their 
good work through the efforts of volunteers. 

(Continued on page 6) 

President Ken Davy 
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Archive Report 
by Diane Wales 

A Bitter Dispute 
 

S t. George’s Anglican Church at Lowville is 
currently embroiled in  a tug-of-love over who is 

to have custody of its church building. The majority 
of the congregation have separated themselves from 
the aegis of the Diocese of Niagara and the Anglican 
Church of Canada, but wish to retain the church 
building. The court says they should  share custody 
for the present but the separatists are unhappy 
with that arrangement and have appealed the court’s 
decision. This is obviously a source of a great deal of 
emotional pain and spiritual discomfort for all 
involved and we can only hope that a satisfactory 
arrangement can eventually be worked out. However, 
it is not the first time disagreements within a 
Burlington congregation have led to a similar 
situation. Indeed, the early years of the twentieth 
century found the congregation of  Knox  
Presbyterian Church in much the same distress. 
 In 1924, Canadian Presbyterians joined with 
the Methodists and Congregationalists, to form the 
United Church of Canada. However, not all 
Presbyterians were happy with the idea of union. 
That quickly became evident after a meeting at Knox 
that was chaired by Rev. Russell McGillivray, who 
had been minister there since 1923. While those 
members of the congregation who participated in the 
vote for union came out 109 to 90 in favour, 
controversy arose over who should get the church 
building. The answer seemed obvious at  first since 
the majority, though a slim one, had voted for union: 
they would get the church and its name would be 
changed to Christ’s Church of the United Church of 
Canada. And that is what did happen. Unfortunately, 
though, the decision lef t  a  lot  of 
unhappy “Continuing” Presbyterians feeling bereft of 
their place of worship. 
 The dispossessed Presbyterians met in St. 
Luke’s Hall while the Unionists worshipped in the 
“new” Christ’s Church. At the end of  the first year 
Rev. Dr. Woodside held a special service to mark the 
anniversary, but his words were bitter not joyous. In 
his sermon he emphasised the need to retain 

Presbyterian forms of worship for  those who 
wanted them and the obligation to pass the 
tradition on to their families. They must continue 
the fight for both religious freedom and their 
civil liberties. Two points particularly 
rankled  the Presbyterians. Not only was Knox 
the sole Presbyterian church in Burlington, but 
the vote for union had required that participants 
sign their ballots. Indeed, there were many 
parishioners who had refused to vote for this 
very reason, thereby skewing the results. The 
vote for union clearly was not valid and yet the 
Presbyterians had lost control of their building. 
 Their sense of injustice led the Continuing 
Presbyterians to ask for the Ontario Church 
Property Commission to make the decision as to 
who would own the church. The disputes at 
Knox and several other churches resulted in that 
Commission being dissolved. Instead, the matter 
was to be resolved by the Supreme Court of 
Ontario. The judge appointed decided in favour 
of the Presbyterians who had been forced out. 
The Unionists would have to give up the building 
and accept financial compensation of $13,000, 
half the value of the property. If they refused, a 
new vote would be taken—a secret ballot this 
time—to determine whether the majority of 
parishioners really were in favour of union or 
not. 
 Predictably, the Unionists rejected the 
money. In the summer of 1926, after 
considerable verbal battling, a committee of 
Continuing Presbyterians and Unionists finally 
agreed on the wording for a new vote: Are you in 
favour of entering the United Church of Canada? 
To ensure the fullest participation and therefore 
accuracy of opinion there was to be a secret 
ballot. From July 6 to July 21, the votes were 
cast amid much campaigning, especially by the 
Continuing Presbyterians. A flyer distributed by 
the Presbyterians urged those on Knox’s roll to 
“Mark your Ballot “No”. Vote for “Fair Play””. 
They pointed out that majority of worshippers in 

(Continued on page 5) 
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By Marguerite Botting 

When you are strolling down the steep hill of 
Shadeland Avenue as it is about to meet up 
with North Shore Boulevard, you feel that you 
are walking within the canopy of tree tops.  
You may even glance back over your shoulder 
thinking that you hear footsteps behind you. 
No, there will not be anyone there; but if all 
your senses are acute you might squint and see 
that Joshua Filman is standing arms akimbo 
watching your descent from the top of the hill. 
You are walking on part of his farm land.  

The reach of his acreage was bounded by the 
bay, Plains Road and west of the Burlington 
Golf Club. Joshua had proprietary ways, as his 
house is at the highest point of Eagle Drive 
overlooking or maybe the word is presiding 
over the lengthy ribbon roadway of North 
Shore Boulevard. 

Joshua was following in his father’s footsteps. 
His father, James, had lived in Aldershot since 
1850 when he purchased land in east 
Aldershot, farmland extending from the bay to 
Plains Road and east of King Road.  The 
purchase price was 1,600 English Pounds 
which equates to $3,200 in today’s dollars.  

The Filman name exploded as James and 
Nancy Filman had eight children in all 
including three sets of twins.  Another 
explosion of the Filman name occurred when 
son Joshua and Emma Filman gave birth to 
their five sons. All the boys grew up to make 
their homes nearby the parental home.  

One son, Walter, loved birds so much that he 
established a bird sanctuary on his property. 
Aldershot’s towering trees sheltered many bird 
species so Walter’s respect for birds was 
natural. Several years later, Aldershot’s 
modern streets, later formed the Glen Acres 
survey, honoured Walter by giving the streets 
names of birds. People bought homes on Teal, 
Tanager, Oriole, thereby giving the survey the 
better-known name of Birdland.  

One son, George, also built his home on 
Shadeland Avenue on sizeable acreage which 
was converted to other uses. George sold to 
William Fellowes 15 acres of land with water 
rights to a pond that George had created by 
damming up the creek. This same pond, 
located in a ravine just east of Shoreview 
Road, was part of the bird sanctuary and 

(Continued on page 6) 

Shadeland Avenue  
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the Hamilton Presbytery, which extended from 
Niagara Falls to Simcoe, were against church 
union. Any of their number considering a move 
to Burlington might change their minds if they 
discovered that there was no Presbyterian 
church. Let the unionists move in with any 
of  the existing Methodist congregations, they 
argued, and leave Knox to those who wanted to 
continue to worship in their traditional way in 
their traditional church building. 
 The Presbyterians prevailed. Not only was 
the result of the vote reversed but the majority 

(Continued from page 3) 
A Bitter dispute 

increased. There were 137 votes cast against 
union compared to only 102 for, and Knox 
returned to Presbyterian hands. Though the 
congregation on Sunday, July 23 was a large one, 
it was also battle scarred. In 1945, a booklet 
celebrating the church’s 100th anniversary stated 
that the Union movement brought to Knox 
“division, bitterness, anxiety, and sorrow…[and] 
marred the church’s witness by the failure of the 
spirit of Christian love which is the final test by 
which those without judge the churches.” Knox? 
St. George’s ? 82 years later, it seems, only the 
names and denominations have changed. 
 
Diane Wales, June 2008, with files of the 
Burlington Historical Society. 

**** 
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Each year the Province of Ontario recognizes 
exceptional service by volunteers and I am 
pleased to announce that Jane Irwin and Brian 
Ryder each received an award for 20 years of 
service, Peggy Armstrong received a 15 year 
award and Jane Ann Newson, Les Armstrong 
and Alex Stewart received 10 year awards. The 
awards were presented at an impressive 
ceremony in Hamilton on June 20th. Service pins 
and certificates were given in recognition of their 
important contribution to our organization and 
the community. 
 Our Society is involved in a number of 
important projects and our monthly meetings 
have been real crowd pleasers. Why not share a 
good thing with others. If you know someone 
who has an interest in history may I suggest that 
you invite them to our next meeting. The more 
hands we have the more we can accomplish. 

**** 

(Continued from page 2) 
President’s Report 

enjoyed by everyone. Not sharing the same love 
that Walter had for birds, William developed the 
pond into an irrigation system covering the 
whole 15 acres for growing strawberries, 
cabbage, celery and pears. Reducing his acreage 
yet again, George later donated land on 
Shadeland for a bowling green that the club 
members maintained until its closure in the 
1960s.   

Everyone referenced Joshua’s sons as the Filman 
Brothers who became famous as the ‘Fruit 
Growers of Aldershot.’  Fame was their due as 
this family of two generations established a 
successful market-gardening business for more 
than a century.  Market gardening is defined as 
the small-scale production of crops sold directly 
through farmers’ markets, roadside stands, 

(Continued from page 4) 

restaurants, etc. Between the 1890s and WWI, 
Burlington’s shift in agriculture to market 
gardening and fruit growing earned it the name 
of the “Garden City” of southern Ontario.  As 
Aldershot considers its 50th anniversary 
celebration, it would certainly include the Filman 
family’s contribution to Aldershot’s market 
garden heritage.  

Throughout several generations, Aldershot has 
developed a distinctive identity.  Yes, it is part of 
Burlington; but the boundaries of Aldershot are 
quickly felt as you drive under the dark leafy-
green trees, skirt the sparkling water of the bay, 
view homes nestled into the landscape well back 
from the road. Certainly, the Aldershot name is 
synonymous with Birdland.  Yet, another 
synonym is Shadeland Avenue as the character 
of this street is a benchmark for the uniqueness 
of Aldershot.  Joshua Filman may have presided 
over early Aldershot; but he and his sons can be 
proud that their contribution endured to create 
the beauty of Aldershot seen and felt by all 
today.  

New Members 
 

Donald & Marcel Nagy 
 

Please make our new  
members  
welcome 
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Office Depot 
The one stop shopping centre for Computers and Office supplies 

Judy Moir - Store Manager 
We are proud to be supporters and sponsors to the Burlington Historical Society 

 

1250 Brant St. Burlington  - 905 319 8449 

  
SHARE A GOOD THING  

 
BRING A FRIEND TO 

 
OUR NEXT MEETING 
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WITNESS:   
The Photographs of Frank Wright 

 
The Frank Wright collection provides a unique 
perspective of Burlington. During the 1950s and 
1960s, Mr. Wright captured a town in transi-
tion. Like many towns during that time, it was a 
growth from the predominantly rural, small 
town atmosphere, to the industrialized, subur-
ban “modern” town. Still a town, but slowly 
evolving into the city it would become a decade 
later. 
And during this time, the post-war boom, Frank 
Wright was there with his camera. A witness to 
this period in time, with family-run corner 
stores next to plazas and super markets, farms 
becoming subdivisions, and rural roads leading 
to the Skyway Bridge. Frank Wright’s camera 
has provided us a chance to remember and re-
live those times he witnessed, the ordinary 
events of ordinary lives, the arrival of Queens 
and Princesses, and the changing of the very 
landscape. 
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Page 6      Dr. Jim Honoured  
       

Page 7  Web Page Introduction    
 

Page 8 Executive Council       
 

Coming Events 

November General Meeting 
 

Meet Me At The Brant Inn  
 

Launch of the Brant Inn Video 
 

Monday, November 10th, 2008  
 Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre 
 
 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 3 Issue 8 November 2008 

 

The Burl ington His tor ica l  Society’s 

Gazette  

Preserv ing Burl ington’s  His tory for Today  and Tomorrow 

Executive Meeting 
 

November 3rd - 7:00 PM 
History Room 

Burlington Central Library 
 

General Meeting  
November 10th - 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre  
 

The treasurer is now 
accepting renewals for 2009 

membership. 

This man discovered Aldershot on his way to China. 
 Read all about it as Marguerite Botting  

recounts the adventure on page four. 
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 As our October meeting 
was delayed until the third 
Monday in the month, due 
to Thanksgiving falling on 
the second Monday, this 
issue of the Gazette is 
being prepared before we 
meet on October 20th. This 
means it’s not possible for 
me to present my usual 

insightful and interesting  review of the 
happenings at our last meeting! It doesn’t 
take a sixth sense, however, to predict that 
Dave Auger’s presentation about the 
Burlington Canal Lighthouse will have been 
of interest to those in attendance and that Les 
Armstrong’s illustrated talk about Brant 
Street was enjoyed by all. No further 
predictions, however, about who’ll be the 
winner of the 50/50 draw. 
  On the subject of our monthly 
programs, I think you will agree that the 
presenters throughout this past year have 
been outstanding. The subject material has 
been diverse, informative and interesting. 
What we come to hear at our monthly 
meetings is our mainstay activity and we can 
thank our Program Chair, George Vallance 
for the fine job he has done in this important 
position. George will be stepping down at 
the year’s end.  I know you would want me 
to extend a very large vote of thanks to 
George for his excellent contribution. 
  I have been pleased to receive many 
complimentary comments about the 
programs this year. It is helpful to have 
indications that subjects have been of 
interest. From time to time I’ve received a 
few good suggestions for future speakers and 
subjects. If there is a topic that you think 
would be of interest to your fellow members, 
please pass along your suggestion. Don’t 
hesitate, your input will help us to identify 

President’s Report 
the subjects that are of top interest to our 
members.  
  Dave Morris will have introduced  the 
Society’s new website at the October 
meeting. The site has been in preparation for 
quite some time and many, many hours have 
been spent by a number of members in 
developing it. Judi McNairn must be singled 
out above all others for her expertise and the 
time that she has contributed to bring this 
project to fruition. I want to also mention 
Jane Irwin for her guidance and Dave Morris 
who oversaw all the work on this important 
addition to our Society. The Burlington 
Historical Society website gives us an 
effective new channel to further the aims and 
objectives of our organization. If you haven’t 
already had a look—google us up at 
www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca. 
  As we approach our last meeting of the 
year I’m adding to Treasurer Brian Ryder’s 
reminder that our annual dues are being 
graciously received. It will help Brian a lot, 
he says, if you use the form in this newsletter 
when you renew your membership. Brian 
also reports that our membership now stands 
at a solid 136. Among these are a number of 
new members whom we are very pleased to 
welcome into our Society.   
  The coming November 10th meeting is 
going to be a very special event. Our TV 
documentary “Meet Me at the Brant Inn”  is 
now in hand and preparations are rapidly 
being made for the launch. It has all the 
ingredients of a truly great evening. At the 
launch we will be airing portions of the 
documentary for the first time. In addition 
those in attendance will enjoy a concert of 
Big Band music provided by a full band of 
professional musicians. We hope every 
member will be able to attend. We also hope 
that in addition to your attendance you will 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Archive Report 
by Jane Erwin Volunteer Achivist 

Locust Street and the Blessinger family 
 
 Last month’s Archives report featured Florence 
Peart and the Peart family on Locust Street. 
Florence’s mother was Allie Blessinger, whose 
family also had houses built on Locust Street.  
Allie’s father Henry Blessinger immigrated from 
Germany, settling on a 40-acre farm on Waterdown 

Road in 1881.  
 Two sons, Harry and Fred, had adjoining farms 
on Maple Avenue. Henry and his youngest son Roy 
ran the Aldershot farm, growing fruit. Three times a 
week they took a large crop of tomatoes to the 
Guelph market, since tomatoes were not at that time 
popular in Hamilton. (The lingering superstition that 
tomatoes were poisonous was finally dispelled by the 
influence of Italian immigrants and the discovery of 
pizza.)  
 A year after Roy died in a typhoid epidemic in 
1909, Henry and his wife Margaret sold the farm and 
retired with Roy’s widow, Mary, to their new house 
in the village, now 552 Locust. Five years later, Allie 
and Chester Peart and their young family moved into 
their new house at 543 Locust.  In 1922  Harry sold 
his farm on Maple Avenue to William Hammond 
(who later sold it to Murray Thorpe) and retired with 
his wife Matilda to their new house at 566 Locust.   

 Harry Blessinger’s gracious house on a 
large lot later became the rectory for St Luke’s 
Anglican Church. Until he became Bishop of 
Hamilton in 1998, Ralph Spence lived here with 
his family and their large friendly (if not saintly) 
dog, Luke.  Bishop Spence is Canada’s leading 
specialist in Vexillology, the science of flags. He 
has designed numerous flags for municipalities 
and governments, and owns a large international 
flag collection. When he was living at 566 
Locust, the flag pole on his lawn displayed a 
different flag every day. A daily challenge to the 
neighbours was to identify the nation honoured.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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H.P. Blessinger’s home on Waterdown Road. 

566 Locust Street Harry Blessinger’s retirement 

Blessinger family L/R Mr. H.P. Blessinger, 
Roy,Allie(Mrs. Chester Peart) Mrs H.P. Bless-
inger, Fred and Harry. 

Photo BH 

Photo BPL 

Photo BPL 
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By Marguerite Botting 

 Rene-Robert, Cavalier de La Salle, is the first 
white man to step onto the leafy shores of 
Burlington. In 1669 he is 26 years old, and 
obsessed with being the first person to find the 
way to China with its endless riches. A demon 
for adventure, La Salle studied as a novice 
Jesuit but his temperament was described as 
‘in quietus.’ This two dollar word masked a 
less polite description: lack of steadiness, 
bored easily, no interest in work, indiscreet, 
emotional, unsociable, autocratic, and fiery.   
  Not able to conform to rigid rules of the 
novitiate, La Salle closed the convent doors 
behind him and at 24 years of age set sail for 
New France. His brother, a priest in Montreal, 
helped La Salle establish a seigneury on 
Montreal Island, wonderful help as La Salle 
had taken a vow of poverty so came to Canada 
with no money at all. The seigneury was 
named ‘La Chine’ or little China, mocking La 
Salle’s passion to find China. Although he 
lacked resources and a profession, La Salle 
gave absolutely no interest to his farm.  
  Two years later he sold this farm back 
to the original owners who had given it to him 
for nothing! Using the funds to back him, La 
Salle responded to the governor’s request to 
form an expedition to search for new lands that 
would be owned by France. As well, the 
Church wanted to evangelize the Amerindians 
so they sent three canoes and seven men. La 
Salle’s agenda was still China.  He hoped that 
he could travel the Ohio River to the Pacific 
Ocean or ‘Vermilion Sea’ as La Salle believed 
this was the route to China.  
  With a flotilla of five trading canoes and 
fourteen men, La Salle’s preparation was 
extremely limited. Galinee was the 
cartographer who would draw maps of their 
discoveries. The all-important interpreter for 
communication with the Iroquois was a 
Dutchman, even though La Salle claimed he 
also could speak fluent Iroquois.  La Salle 
boasted that his competence as an astronomer 

would be sufficient to guide them. La Salle 
even dressed for his role as explorer- a flowing 
red cloak with gold knotted embellishments – 
later a trademark for La Salle. 
  Galinee later described La Salle as 
‘undertaking this journey almost in a daze, 
more or less not knowing where he was 
going.’ La Salle’s superiors had fears about 
this expedition given that La Salle’s 
disposition was ‘known to be somewhat 
changeable’ and possibly he might abandon 
everything ‘at the first whim’. Adding even 
more insult to La Salle, Galinee despaired 
about La Salle’s bragging that ‘he understood 
the Iroquois perfectly.’ The truth was that La 
Salle could not speak either Algonquian or 
Iroquoian despite his claim that he had perfect 
knowledge of the language.’ It did not take 
long for the crew to realize that La Salle was 
incompetent. 
  One can only imagine the meanderings 
given this motley crew. The expedition, with 
much trial and tribulation, reached Lake 
Ontario and on August 1669 the Iroquois met 
the French group at Karongouat River near 
Broughton Hill, New York. Here they stayed 
almost a month, and La Salle finally had to 
admit his ignorance of the Iroquois language.  
Fortunately, an Iroquois passing through to 
Ganastogue, Ontario offered to lead La Salle’s 
group. Reassured that this guide would take 
them to the Ohio River via Lake Erie, La Salle 
set off on this more convenient route expecting 
that this is the route to China.  
  September 1669 - Aldershot is found! 
La Salle’s large wooden timbered canoe 
scraped along the rocks bordering the sandy 
edge at the far end of Burlington Bay. Here it 
is said that La Salle was struck down by a 
fever. Galinee, never a fan, slyly states that La 
Salle’s fever began “at the sight of three large 
rattlesnakes which he found in his path as he 
climbed up a rock”. Apparently La Salle sent 
crew ahead to clear the rattlesnakes from his 
path. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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  Finally LaSalle climbed the Aldershot 
bluff to get the best view scanning to the left to 
see the wide-mouthed bay opening to Lake 
Ontario. Straight ahead the forested shore of 
Hamilton rimmed the water’s edge.  Today at the 
west end of the park there is a monolithic stone 
with a bronze plaque marking the place where La 
Salle stood looking out from Aldershot to admire 
beautiful Burlington Bay. 

  La Salle capitalized on this shining 
discovery when he reached the Ohio River and 
followed it as far as Louisville, Kentucky. 
Thereafter, the many subsequent explorations 
were overshadowed by La Salle’s incompetence 
and paranoia. In one instance the monarch of 
France stated that La Salle’s discovery was 
‘utterly useless.’  The last exploration was a 
tragedy.  Based on La Salle’s falsified 
geographical maps, the French king sent La Salle 
to establish a French colony in Louisiana. 
Aldershot is forgotten; but La Salle discovers the 
Mississippi delta. Its expansive sandy shore was 
deceptive so La Salle missed the mouth of the 
Mississippi and he ended up in Texas. In 1687, 
beginning with two hundred and twenty-eight 
recruits and four ships, a series of disasters 
unfolded. La Salle’s imperious and callous 
treatment of his crew reduced the number of La 
Salle’s party to thirty-six starving persons. Those 
faithful to La Salle bore the brunt of his bad 
temper, haughtiness and harshness. This led to 

(Continued from page 4) 
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mutiny. In March 1687, La Salle met his final 
humiliation when he was shot in the head at 
point blank range, assassinated by his own men. 
It is a wonder that his men had not killed him 
long before this.  
  La Salle’s gold-laced red cloak, a swash-
buckling costume, matched his reputation as 
one of the most celebrated explorers and 
builders for New France. Likely his boastful 
ways would not have anticipated his name 
being used in many of Aldershot’s notable 
features: La Salle Park, La Salle Pavilion, La 
Salle Park Road, La Salle Marina and so on.  
  Three centuries later the wreckage of La 
Salle’s flagship, La Belle, lay forgotten until a 
team of archaeologists in 1995 discovered the 
ships’ carcass. It was submerged in mud in 
Matagorda Bay, waters offshore of Texas. An 
underwater vacuum sucked the mud away from 
the ship. Regarded as one of the most important 
archaeological finds of the century, Texas state 
archaeologists spent one month diving on the 
wreckage documenting its condition.  
  Because of the historical significance of 
the wreck, and because of the dark waters of the 
bay which severely limited visibility for divers, 
the decision was made to construct a cofferdam 
around the wreck site. A double-walled steel 
structure, with compacted sand between the two 
walls surrounded the ship. The 1.5 million 
dollar cofferdam structure was completed in 
September 1996. The water inside the 
cofferdam was pumped out and eureka! The 
mud had ensured that the well-preserved oak 
ribs of the ship could be exposed to air for the 
first time in centuries. Curiously some of the 
pottery containers still contained food.  
  Over the period of a year, the state of 
Texas recovered the entire shipwreck with over 
a million artifacts: pewter plates, sword hilts, 
bronze rings, axe heads, muskets, thousands of 
glass beads or wampum. Also found in the hold 
of the ship were the skeletal remains of a sailor 
with his tin cup and water flask nearby. It was 
well-known that the sailors ran out of fresh 
water and likely this sailor died of thirst before 
the ship sank in a violent storm. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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MISSION LEGACY AWARD 
Dr. James D Galloway 

 The Sisters of St. Joseph of Hamilton 
Mission Legacy Award recognizes key 
individuals who have contributed in an 
exceptional manner to the health care 
ministry of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Hamilton, St. Joseph’s Healthcare 
Hamilton, St. Joseph’s Health System 
and/or St. Joseph’s Resource Development 
System. 
 Dr. Jim was a member of our Society 
and served for many years as the 
Volunteer Archivist. He passed away in 
2001. 
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Membership 
We are now up to 138 members for 2008. 
Membership fees for 2009 will remain unchanged 
from 2008. 
Renewals are now being accepted for 2009.  
Please use the membership form in the Gazette and 
mark it renewal. 

The Coffee Pot 
 

 

 

 

 

The refreshments for September 
cost us $56.50.    

The collection basket only contained 
$42.01!!!! 

 

 NEW MEMBERS 
Sylvia Thomas 
Al  Rathbone 

Please make our new members 

 And now, a mystery to challenge readers of 
the Burlington Historical Society’s Gazette:  the 
Archives contains a photograph of “Art Brame at 
the Blessinger house”.  Who knows where or 
when? 

**** 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Correction 
In the April issue on Page 4, story of Lowville and 
Highville, last sentence.  Andrew, who built the 
store was Rev. Daniel Pickett’s grandson, not his 
son.  
Information source: Member Ruth Taylor, 
descendent of the Pickett Family. 
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Introducing  
The Burlington Historical 

Society Web page… 
Expectations today are higher than ever. 
This is even true with your Executive on 
the Burlington Historical  Society. A 
number of months ago we started a journey 
to bring the BHS in line with other like 
group s; its own web site.  We sat down 
and drafted some guidelines for the web 
site. An initial site was developed and was 
made available for public consumption. 
However after much agonizing  it  just did 
not meet our expectations and we 
requested  a total rework. One individual 
worked hard on this right from day one.  
To this we thank Judi Mc Nairn for her 
time, patience and understanding.   
 T o d a y  w e  i n t r o d u c e 
www.burlingtonhistoricalsociety.ca to the 
membership. We are excited as this web 
site tells a little about who we are, when 
our meetings are and what’s coming up, 
the archives, things for sale, plaques, links 
to other heritage groups and finally a 
membership page. Already we have plans 
for other pages including “The vignettes of 
Burlington” and some other exciting 
additions, hopefully available in the spring 
of 2009. 
 Please take some time and “surf” the 
web – we hope you will enjoy Burlington 
Historical Society’s contribution. 

Office Depot 
The one stop shopping centre for Computers and Office supplies 

Judy Moir - Store Manager 
We are proud to be supporters and sponsors to the Burlington Historical Society 

 

1250 Brant St. Burlington  - 905 319 8449 
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REMINDER 
There is no  

No general  meeting 
IN DECEMBER 

  It seems unbelievable but it is true that we can see 
La Belle, this recovered ship, at the Bob Bullock Texas 
State History Museum at Austin, Texas. Now it is easy to 
imagine the magnificent red-cloaked figure striding 
imperiously across the deck to look through his eye glass 
at new lands awaiting his discovery. As a significant 
explorer, La Salle did not find China; but he did find 
Aldershot, our Burlington jewel with its towering trees 
and verdant landscape. 

(Continued from page 5) 

help to fill the hall by inviting other family members and 
friends to enjoy the occasion as well.  

  NON_MEMBERS 
Invite family members, friends and neighbours to attend 
this great evening of entertainment. Tickets for non-
members are $15. As well as attending the concert they 
will receive a copy of the “Meet me at the Brant Inn” 
DVD. Invite them to call 905-333-1345 to reserve 
tickets.  
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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  2nd Vice President Dave Morris  905 336 1329 
 Secretary   Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  Treasurer   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Jane Irwin  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong 
 Membership Team     Brian Ryder/Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Kay/David Davidson 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       Brian Ryder 
 Program        Geo Vallance/Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Les Armstrong 
 Telephone Committee   Iris Davy 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

Membership Application 
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