
 

  

 

Page 2      President’s Message 
 

Page 2      Archive Report        
 

Page 3    Adam Fergusson       
 

Page 5 Nominations  
       

Page 6      2006 Executive Council          
 

 
 

Coming Events 
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The Avro Arrow What 

Happened 
Speaker  

 

Bernie Wyatt 
 

Monday, January 8, 2007  

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 2 Issue 1 January, 2007 

 

The Burl ington His tor ica l  Socie ty’s 

Gazette  

Preserv ing  Burl ington’s  His tory for  Today and Tomorrow 

Executive Meeting 
January 2nd - 7:00 PM 

Port Nelson United Church 
3132 South Drive at Rossmore 

 
General Meeting  

 January 8th  7:30 PM 
Burlington Art Centre  

Photo Wilf Farrance 
January’s program is the story of the Avro Arrow, built in Canada, the most 
advanced aircraft of its time. The Arrow rolled out of the factory in 1958 and 
was capable of  supersonic flight; the fastest aircraft of it’s time. 
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by Jane Irwin, Volunteer Archivist 

 Alan Harrington, 
who is both a new 
resident of Burlington 
and a new member of 
t h e  B u r l i n g t o n 

Historical Society, truly demonstrated “The 
Power of One”.  In the summer, he contacted 
me, as President of our Society, to inquire 
about getting a sign erected.  He had noted 
that other former communities in our city, 
such as Zimmerman, have markers that 
define their historic importance.  He 
wondered why his, and incidentally my, area 
of Burlington did not have such a marker.  

President’s Report 

President Noreen McNairn 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

He took decisive action, contacting the city 
and on Wednesday, November 15, 2006, The 
Post printed a tangible result of his efforts 
showing the sign erected at the corner of 
Fairview and Appleby Line, at the southeast 
corner of  the Pioneer Cemetery.. 
 If we want to pursue a cause, we must 
be motivated and we must draw on our own 
skills to develop an action plan.  When we 
look to the future of our society, it must 
include members such as Alan, who care 
about the history of the community in which 
they, and we, live. In each of us there is “The 
Power of One”.    

Archive Report 

M ary Munro, who was Mayor of 
Burlington from 1977 to 1978, has 

given the Burlington Historical Society 
Archives an important collection of printed 
records.   
As many members of the Historical Society 
will recall, Mary Munro was active as a 
leader of the “Save the Lakeshore”  citizens 
group in the early 1970s. Until recently, she 
lived in one of the most beautiful historic 
houses on Lakeshore Road. Originally built 
circa 1830, ”Chestnut Villa” was rebuilt 
and enlarged by successive owners, who 
included Amanda Baxter, the widow of 
Thomas Baxter,  and Max Smith, who 
served as Burlington’s first Mayor from 
1915 to 1916. In 1984 the house, which had 
been left vacant for two years, was saved 
from demolition, converted into 
condominiums, and renamed “Brant’s 
Landing”.  
 While preparing for her recent move 
to a new condominium, Mary Munro 
decided to give to the Archives her 
collection of municipal by-laws,  minutes 

and other reports printed for the Town of 
Burlington. They will be valuable resources 
for historical research.  
 The documents include By-Law No. 
684, Regulating the Erection of and 
Providing for the Safety of Buildings, 
passed December 15th, 1930.  A Building 
Inspector was to be appointed by the 
Council, and the fees for required permits 
were specified:  
 The fee for such permit shall be fifty 
cents for all buildings or alterations to 
buildings where the estimated cost is less 
than $1,000.00; $1.00 when the estimated 
cost is over $1,000.00 and $2.00 when the 
estimated cost is over $5,000.00.   
 As a result of this 
permit  requirement, after January 1931 
construction dates became part of the 
municipal record. The City’s dates for 
earlier buildings are, for the most part, just 
estimates.  
 Other records in the collection 
include the Minutes, By-Laws and 
Financial Statement of the Village of 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Fergusson’s Burlington home Woodhill, currently owned by 
BHS member Bob Elstone 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

W ith the “Address to the Haggis” being recited 
again for Robbie Burns day January 25th this 

month’s focus will be on a famous Scot who built 
his home, founded a town, established a college and 
led reforms in Upper Canada.  
 Born into a wealthy 
family in 1783, Adam 
Fergusson was a success-
ful lawyer, magistrate 
and deputy lieutenant as 
well as a gentleman 
farmer in Perthshire by 
1831 when he first came 
to Canada.  This was an 
exploratory venture com-
missioned by the High-
land Society of Scotland, 
not to discover land but to 
determine the state of agriculture and determine the 
suitability of Canada for immigration of Scottish 
farmers. As a director of the society his findings 
were published as Practical notes made during a 
tour in Canada, and a portion of the United States in 
1833.  His observations were positive enough that he 
brought his own family of eight children to Canada 
that same year and built his home, “Woodhill” south 
of Waterdown as a tribute to his estate in Scotland. 
 With his friend James Webster, he purchased 
land north of Guelph in 1834 and established a grist 
mill and sawmill and determined this to be a good 
site for a new town, Fergus.  But he continued to live 
at Woodhill, viewing the land at Fergus as an 
“investment” property.  His son George oversaw the 
development of the town in his absence. 
 A staunch supporter of Britain, Fergusson also 
lead a militia unit during the Rebellion of 1837. He 
also opposed annexation to the United States.  Dem-
onstrating such strong support for Canada he was 
appointed to the Legislative Council of Upper Can-
ada and then of the united province from 1839 until 
1862.  In 1848 he headed the commission of inquiry 

investigating the penitentiary in Kingston which 
identified maltreatment of prisoners, inefficiencies 
in administration leading to the dismissal of the war-
den and establishment of salaried inspectors. 
 Involved in the Reform party of the mid 1800s 
he lead the party’s conventions in 1857 and 1859 
and was instrumental in the preparation of resolu-
tions which eventual lead to support for Confedera-
tion. 
 As a senator of the University of Toronto, he 
arranged for Dr. Andrew Smith to come from Scot-
land to establish a veterinary college at the Univer-
sity that years later came to be the University of 
Guelph. 

  
 
 
 
   
 

 
  
 His interest in agriculture never waned and 
through Fergusson’s efforts an agricultural journal 
was published to provide information on new prac-
tices including crop rotation, and soil analysis.  Rec-
ognizing the need for an agricultural society in Up-
per Canada, similar to the Highland Society of Scot-
land, Fergusson established the Agricultural Asso-
ciation of Upper Canada in 1846 and served as its 
first president.  He remained on the board until his 
death. It was through this organization an annual ex-
hibition was developed which became the Canadian 
National Exhibition.  
 Many institutions in Ontario today can trace 
their beginnings to the influence and work of this 
early resident of Burlington, described by Sir 
George Arthur as “a gentleman from Scotland, 
highly respectable and intelligent”.  Two years after 
suffering a stroke, Adam Fergusson died September 
25, 1862 and was laid to rest in the family plot at St. 
Luke’s. 
 

Burlingtonians Who Made A Difference 
By Deb Roberts 

Many institutions 
in Ontario today 
can trace their 

beginnings to the 
influence and 

work of this early 
resident of 
Burlington Photo 

BHS 
archives 
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Jan. General Meeting 
 

January 8th, 2007 
 

Time 7:30 PM 
 

Burlington Art Centre  
 

Topic 
Avro Arrow 

Presented by 
 

Bernie Wyatt 
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Burlington for the Year 1896. The meeting 
of July 30 included a failed motion apparently 
meant  to curb lavish spending: 
 Moved by cr. [E. H.] Cleaver that the Clerk 
is  hereby instructed on no condition hereafter to 
receive from any committee of the council any 
order or instructions to incur indebtedness for 
the corporation exceeding the sum 
of  $10 without a resolution of council or  a 
combined order signed by each member of 
council. Yeas and nays called. Yeas –– crs. 
Cleaver and [J.C. ] Smith; nays –– crs. [J. S. ] 
Allen and [W. H.] Finnemore. Motion declared 
lost. 
 The Financial Statement for 1896 was 
audited by Maitland Young and W. Wiggins, 
whose shared salary that year was $20.00. The 
medical health officer, H. H. Spear, M. D., was 
paid $25.00. Hotel owner W. J. Brush received 
$2.75  for "tramp tickets", presumably for 
unemployed vagrants. Two taxpayers were 
recorded as being in arrears for their 1896 taxes: 
Mrs. E. Near for $8.57 and H. C. Land for 45 
cents.  
 These small amounts of money, relative to 
today's municipal budget, serve to emphasize the 
remarkable generosity of George Long's bequest 
for the support of worthy but impoverished 
citizens of Burlington. 
 The Consolidation of By-Laws for the year 

(Continued from page 2) 

1874 to February 1st, 1934 begins with By-Law No. 
39, which had been passed on the 26th of April, 1894, 
and was still in effect: 
 For the purpose of receiving and investing the 
sum of Two Thousand Dollars bequeathed to the 
Village of Burlington by the late George Long for 
charitable purposes, the interest of said investment to 
be distributed among the deserving poor of this 
Village as the council ... may direct at the beginning 
of each and every winter, as set forth in the third 
clause of said George Long's will.  
 George Long, according to the Halton 
Historical Database, died at the end of February 1893. 
His widow, who lived until March 1947, was née 
Emma King. Her brother was Wesley King, one of 
Burlington’s leading Methodists and president of the 
local branch of the Lord’s Day Alliance.  
 No doubt the “deserving poor” observed the 
Sabbath and never took strong drink. It is notable that 
council’s investment of Long’s generous bequest 
served to alleviate poverty in Burlington through at 
least 40 hard winters.  

**** 
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Office Depot 
The one stop shopping centre for Computers and Office supplies 

Tim Collins - Store Manager 
We are proud to be supporters and sponsors to the Burlington Historical Society 

 

1250 Brant St. Burlington  - 905 319 8449 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

The Annual General Meeting 
of the Burlington Historical Society 

Will be held 

January 8, 2007, 7:30 p. m. 
Burlington Art Centre 

 
The Nomination Committee will present the following slate of officers for the year 2007, 

 for your consideration 
 

    President - Ken Davy  
    First Vice President - Geo. Vallance  
    Second Vice President - Dave Morris  
    Treasurer- Alex Stewart 
    Secretary - Brian Ryder 

 
Further nominations will be called for at the meeting.  

Elections will follow. 
 

Please consider offering to serve your Society. 
 

The reward will be yours. 
 

Note: Convenors are appointed by the executive. 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  Past President  Jane Ann Newson 905 637 0336 
  1st Vice President Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
  2nd Vice President Geo Vallance  905 634 7681 
 Secretary   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
  Treasurer   Alex Stewart  905 631 7849 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Jane Irwin  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong 
 Membership Team     Alex Stewart/Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Kay/David Davidson 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       Brian Ryder 
 Program        Geo Vallance/Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Les Armstrong 

Membership Application 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

 

  Family:  $34.00   Single: $25.00    Senior: $20.00 
 

  Student: $14.00   Life: $250.00   Corporate: $400.00 

Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 
Upper Brant Postal Outlet, Box 40565 

Burlington, Ontario. L7P 4W1  
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Coming Events 

February General Meeting 
The History of 

 Dr. Anderson Ruffin Abbott,  
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Speaker: his Great–granddaughter 
 

Kathy Slaney 
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The Burl ington His tor ica l  Socie ty’s 

Gazette  

Preserv ing  Burl ington’s  His tory for  Today and Tomorrow 

Executive Meeting 
February 5th - 7:00 PM 

Port Nelson United Church 
3132 South Drive at Rossmore 

 
General Meeting  
 February 12th - 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre  

2007 MEMBERSHIPS  
ARE DUE IN  

JANUARY 

2007 EXECUTIVE 

2007 BHS Executive elected at the AGM in January are left to right: Ken 
Davy President, George Vallance 1st VP, Dave Morris 2VP, Brian Ryder 
Secretary, Alex Stewart Treasurer. 
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T o begin with I want 
to say how honoured 

I am to be approved as 
President for the coming 
term. 
Since attending my first 
meeting some time ago I 
have grown steadily 

aware of the important and special 
contribution that our Society makes to our 
community. It is my objective to continue 
with this good work and to build wherever 
possible on our many past achievements. 
  As the gavel is being passed, I want to 
thank Noreen McNairn for her time and 
effort as President during the past two years. 
When Noreen first joined the Society she 
soon became involved. It is appreciated that 
she has always stepped forward and been 
there when help was needed. 
  I am pleased that the current Executive 
will be continuing for the coming term of 
office. George Vallance is assuming the 
position of First Vice President and will 
retain his responsibility for the all-important 
job of Programming. We are retaining the 
steady hand of Alex Stewart in his position 
as Treasurer. Brian Ryder will continue to do 

President’s Report 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

his good work as our Secretary. In addition 
we are welcoming a newcomer to our 
ranks. We are fortunate in having Dave 
Morris join us as Second Vice President. 
Dave has a deep interest in historical subjects 
and as a result is currently playing a 
significant role in the HUG committee and 
Heritage Burlington. 
 As we reassemble the Executive for the 
coming term Jane Ann Newson steps down as 
the Immediate Past President. Fortunately for 
our Society Jane Ann plans to remain active 
in a number of important ways. I know that I 
speak for the membership in acknowledging 
and thanking her for the outstanding 
contribution that she has made in every 
position that she has held within our 
organization. 
  The list of committees appearing in this 
Newsletter should give the reader some 
insight into the many activities that contribute 
to the successful operation of our Society. At 
the beginning of this new term we will be 
reviewing these committees. There is always 
a need for additional hands to help with these 
important tasks. I would ask you to give some 
thought to contributing some of your time 
and talents in an area that is of interest to you.  

President Ken Davy 

Good bye to an old friend 
By Noreen Mc Nairn  

 O n January 6, I had the privilege of 
attending the funeral of Bruce 

Smith.  To many of you, he was a member 
of the Legion and of Probus as well as an 
active member of Wellington Square 
United Church.  To me, he was the host of 
“Toast and Jamboree”, the morning pro-
gram on CBC Toronto.  It happened to be 
my birthday on that day and it proved to be 
very appropriate as I recalled the many 
years that Bruce and I had had an audio re-

lationship!  I first turned on his program, then 
at 1010 AM on the dial, as one of my many 
acts of rebellion against familial mores.  Our 
matriarchal radio in those years on Toronto 
Island was always tuned to CKEY as my 
mother enjoyed Stu Kenney, the host on that 
morning program, and I deliberately tuned in 
CJBC in defiance. As the frequency changed 
to 860 and then relocated to 740 on the dial, I 
followed. 
 Throughout the years of high school and 
university, I enjoyed the antics of Walter 
Bowles, Ed Fitkin, and my favourite, Max 
Ferguson as they joined Bruce each morning.   

(Continued on page 7) 
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C athy Slaney’s talk on February 12 will 
follow the history of Dr. Anderson Ruffin 

Abbot, the first Canadian black doctor, and 
Cathy’s great-grandfather. Abbott, one of eight 
Union black doctors during the Civil War was 
apparently personally befriended by the 
Lincolns. He was good friends with Elizabeth 
Keckey, Mary Todd Lincoln’s lady-in-waiting 
and upon the assassination of Abraham Lincoln 
was presented with the presidents black and 
white hounds-tooth shawl. This treasure 
remained in Cathy’s family for many decades 
before being donated to the Wisconsin Historical 
Society which harboured a significant Civil War 
collection. 
 
Ms Slaney has written a book, “Family Secrets: 
Crossing the Colour Line” which outlines a 
history of her great-grandfather and other black/
white family members. The story reveals the 
impact of racism on her family and the 
consequences of the decision made by her grand-
father, Anderson’s youngest son, to pass as 
white, which ultimately prevented his 
descendants from knowing anything about their 
black heritage. It was only through an innocent 
inquiry that her family was made aware of this 
story and its significance to the larger realm of 
Canadian history. 

 
SHARE A GOOD THING  

 
BRING A FRIEND TO 

 
OUR NEXT 

 
MEETING 

February’s meeting Burlington Heritage Day 

B urlington’s Heritage Day celebrations will be held 
on Feb. 17 at the Burlington Central Library, 

2331 New St. 
 
Admission is free. 
 
This year’s theme is Heritage of the every day: Did the 
white line start here? (see Oct. 2006 issue of your 
newsletter). 
 
Exhibits by Burlington Heritage Organizations will be 
open at 9:30 a.m. and run till 3:30 p.m. There will be a 
contest for children. Seminars of interest will be pre-
sented throughout the day. 
 
An antique appraisal clinic will operate; bring up to 
three items for appraisal, the cost is $5 each for profes-
sional appraisal. 

Cupid is given a Better Break In 
Army’s Peacetime Pay 

 
Reprint from the Burlington Gazette April 17, 1947: 
 

C upid gets one break in the new pay scale an-
nounced to-day for Canada’s peacetime armed 

forces. In the pre-war service there was a limit on the 
number of men to whom marriage allowances could be 
paid. This restriction has been lifted. As many soldiers, 
sailors or airmen who want can get married, and they 
will get the marriage allowance of $20.00 a month be-
low the rank of officer and $30.00 for officers. 
 
The marriage age for the peacetime armed services has 
been set at 23 for those below the rank of officers and 
at 25 for officers. They can marry younger than that 
but they won’t get the marriage allowance until they 
reach the required age. 

 
**** 
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Office Depot 
The one stop shopping centre for computers and office supplies 

Tim Collins - Store Manager 
We are proud to be supporters and sponsors to the Burlington Historical Society 

 

1250 Brant St. Burlington  - 905 319 8449 
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Celebrate  
Black History Month 

At our 
Feb. General 

Meeting 
 

February 12th, 2007 
 

Time 7:30 PM 
 

Burlington Art Centre  

New Members 
 

We wish to welcome new members to BHS 
 

Les & Lorraine Burbage 
David Craig 

Doug & Peggy Randall 
 

Please make our new members welcome. 

Chocolate Anyone? 

T he Olmecs, oldest known civilization of 
Americas, were the first users of cacao. Ca-

cao is of course used for making chocolate. In the 
early 19th century, the English developed solid 
eating chocolate. Richard Cadbury introduced the 
first chocolate box in 1868, when he decorated a 
candy box with a painting of his young daughter 
holding a kitten in her arms. Cadbury also intro-
duced the first Valentine’s Day candy box. In 
1875, after experimenting for 8 years, Daniel Pe-

ter of Switzerland added milk to create today’s familiar milk 
chocolate. He then sold his creation to his neighbour, Henri 
Nestle.  
Submitted by Ruth Borthwick 
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by Jane Irwin, Volunteer Archivist 

Archive Report 
BHS NEWSLETTER 

Sonzi Restaurant in the old Gazette 
Building, 370 Brant Street 

S onzi Restaurant, at 370 Brant Street, is 
located in one of Downtown Burlington’s 

most historic buildings.  

The structure has one special architectural 
feature that is unique in Burlington – although 
a familiar feature in many old-time Western 
movies – a so-called “Boomtown facade”. The 
front elevation of the one-storey building is 

heightened to make it seem more imposing, 
and to make it fit in with its taller two-storey 
neighbours on Burlington’s main street.  

Behind that facade – now warmly painted with 
a radiant Sonzi sun – is a structure which has 
housed some 80 years of Burlington’s history-
in-the-making. The Gazette, Burlington’s 
longest-running newspaper, was published 
here. 

In 1899 Elgin Harris arrived in the small town 
of Burlington. A graduate of the Hamilton 
Business College, Harris had been a “printer’s 
devil” at several newspapers, including the 
Hamilton Spectator, the Caledonia Grand River 
Sachem, and others in Wingham and Petrolia. 

Just 22 years old, Harris was the new owner of 
the local newspaper, which had been failing and 
was in the hands of the bailiff. In exchange for 
$1500, he got a list of 300 subscribers and the 
printing equipment.  

The earlier papers were the Budget and the 
Record. The first location of the printing office, 
on Water Street (now Lakeshore Road), had 
been displaced by the canning factory, and its 
second location on Elgin Street had been 
displaced in 1898 by the Radial Line. So Elgin 
Harris purchased this very old frame building 
for the new premises of his newspaper, which 
he named the Gazette. 

Within three years, business was booming, and 
Harris had the front elevation bricked over, with 
big new windows and elegant shutters. There is 
a photograph of its new improved facade in 
Martha Craig’s book, The Garden of Canada, 
published in 1902. The “Boomtown” roofline 
was added sometime later.  

By 1906, Burlington was growing and 
flourishing, and so was the Harris family. In 
that year, Elgin Harris had a beautful large 
brick house built on Locust Street. It is now the 
home of A Different Drummer Books. 

Elgin Harris was editor and publisher of the 
Gazette until his retirement in 1956. Always a 
booster of his adopted town, he served as Reeve 
and then Mayor in the 1920s. His son George, 

(Continued on page 7) 

Gazette Office circa 1902 
   - courtesy Josehph Brant Museum 
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born in 1903 – perhaps in this building – became a 
Town Councillor, Reeve, and then Mayor in the 
1930s.  

Elgin Harris died in 
1975 at the age of 99. 
The Gazette continued 
to be published until 
1986.  

Most issues of the old 
Gazette have been 
microfilmed. A copy is 
preserved at the  Central 
B r a n c h  o f  t h e 
Burl ington Publ ic 
Library. The Burlington 
Historical Society has 
also contributed to 
m a k i n g  a n o t h e r 
microfilm copy, which 
is preserved in the Mills 
Memorial Library at 

McMaster University. These records of the growing 
years of small-town Burlington make fascinating 
reading.  

**** 

(Continued from page 6) 

Elgin Harris 
-courtesy Joseph Brant Museum  

Coin Unveiled 

Lynda Powless, a descendant of Joseph Brant, assisted in the unveiling 
of the new Canadian Silver Dollar commemorating Thayendanega. 

O fficials from the Canadian Mint along with local 
dignitaries were on hand at the Joseph Brant 

Museum, January 18th, to unveil Canada’s silver dollar 
commemorating Joseph Brant. 
  
Brant was a British military Captain and led Mohawks 
in both the French and Indian war from 1754 to 1763 
and the American Revolutionary War. This year marks 
the 200th anniversary of his death. 
  
Brant died at his home here in Burlington on 
November 24, 1807. 

(Continued from page 2) 

As our children arrived, they got to know the Smith 
family especially in the celebrations on Christmas 
morning. 
 I said that it was a privilege to attend the service 
and I felt very much at home as I conversed with 
Bruce’s family, friends and co-workers.  It was a sin-
cere pleasure to share memories with this eclectic 
group and to talk with people who all shared in an 
admiration from varied aspects of his career. 

 
**** 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
  Past President  Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  1st Vice President Geo Vallance  905 634 7681 
  2nd Vice President Dave Morris  905 336 1329 
 Secretary   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
  Treasurer   Alex Stewart  905 631 7849 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Jane Irwin  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong 
 Membership Team     Alex Stewart/Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Kay/David Davidson 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       Brian Ryder 
 Program        Geo Vallance/Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Les Armstrong 

Membership Application 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
 

Membership dues (Please check which one) 

 

  Family:  $34.00   Single: $25.00    Senior: $20.00 
 

  Student: $14.00   Life: $250.00   Corporate: $400.00 

Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 
Upper Brant Postal Outlet, Box 40565 

Burlington, Ontario. L7P 4W1  
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Society’s 
March 

meeting an 
interesting 

view of some 
of Hamilton’s 

vanished 
history. 
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A s I have become 
more involved in the 

Executive of our Society I 
have become increasingly 
aware of the individual 
efforts made by many of 
our members. This 

became even more apparent to me in the past 
few weeks when I contacted members to 
confirm their agreement to head up our 
various activities. A list of the committee 
heads appears regularly in our Newsletter. I 
would ask you to give this list a second look, 
as I think it is appropriate at the beginning of 
the year, to recognize the valuable 
contribution that these members make to the 
successful operation of our Society. 
 It is not possible within the space 
allowed to recognize each of these activities 
individually and give some insight into the 
contribution that they make. I do hope, in 
subsequent issues, to make our members 
more  aware of many of the interesting 
works that is being done within our Society. 
 On this occasion I want to shine the 
light on two major activities. The first being 
the Newsletter itself. This important 
communication with our members has 
improved immeasurably in its content and its 
look. It is a very real asset to our Society. 
The member we have to thank for this is our 
Editor Les Armstrong. Les has served the 
Society in numerous ways in the past, 
including that of President. In addition to his 
contribution as Editor of the Gazette he also 
represents our organization on the 
Burlington Heritage committee (LACAC) 
and the city’s HUG committee. 
 Our Archive, which is one of our 
primary activities, is I suspect not fully 
appreciated by some of our members. This 
extensive collection of documents, maps and 
photographs has been carefully gathered and 
preserved over many years of the Society’s 
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existence. Jane Irwin is our Volunteer 
Archivist. This job requires a specialized 
knowledge and lots of attention to detail and 
accuracy. Jane gives many hours of her time 
to this important function of the Society. Jane 
also contributes to our organization as a 
contributing historical author to our 
Newsletter and to other publications. As well, 
she has organized and conducted walking 
tours in historic areas of Burlington on behalf 
of the Society. 
 These are two of the important 
activities that contribute to our Society and to 
our community. 
Still on the subject of contributions by our 
members I would like to report that on 
Saturday, February 17th our Society was 
prominent with a manned display in the 
Heritage Day celebration at the Burlington 
Central Library. The Society’s display and 
table from which we offer our books for sale 
is organized , as it has been for many years, 
by Ruth Borthwick. Our members who took 
their turn at manning the display were Betty 
Park, Betty Stubbs, John Borthwick, August 
Kloppenburg, Linda McKay and Kay 
Davidson. We were well represented by these 
members and our thanks go to them for 
helping to make this a successful outing. A 
special thanks must go to Judi McNairn for 
the all-important job of setting up the display 
and table. 
 
All of the above members I believe have 
found that they get the most enjoyment and 
satisfaction from being involved in the 
activities of our Society. There is lots of work 
to be done; let us know how you believe you 
can contribute. 
 

**** 

President Ken Davy 
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Burlingtonians Who Made a Difference 
By Deb Roberts 
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O n March 25th this year the 113th Around 
the Bay road race (initially known by 

the name of its sponsor, the Hamilton Herald) 
will be held with competitors from around the 
world looking to take the prize for this longest 
running road race in the world, 
 
But in 1905 a young Burlington teenager took 

3rd place among a 
field of runners 
from Ontario and 
New York State.  
The previous year 
Eddie Cotter won 
an 11 mile race in 
Hamilton which 
was the beginning 
of his amateur 
career as a long-
distance runner 
that would take 
him to Europe to 
compete in some 

of the most prestigious racing events of the 
time, setting records and competing against 
the better known runners such as Billy 
Sheering and Tom Longboat. 
 
But it was a short-lived career with many 
obstacles that would prevent him from 
succeeding to the degree his effort deserved,  
like the 1907 race in Yonkers that he had been 
invited to enter.  After paying his way to New 
York, it was debated whether he should be 
allowed to compete; the Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU) in the States questioning an 
entry from a Canadian Amateur Athletic 
member. Even after it was agreed Cotter 
could compete there were physical obstacles 
along the course, a bicyclist interfering with 
his progress.  But it was the spectator who 
jumped out in front of him as he was leading 
at mile 20 and began running ahead of him 

that eventually disqualified him. Against 
Cotter’s protest that he did not even know the 
person, the judge ruled having a pace-setter 
was illegal. In retrospect, Cotter realized he 
should have continued the race and debated 
the ruling after as he was well ahead up to that 
point. 
 
Upset but not deterred, Eddie continued to 
compete in local races and won the Christmas 
day race in Burlington.  Troubles continued 
however.  Due to the failure to submit the 
$2.00 fee to the CAAU this race was not 
sanctioned and the runners involved were 
disqualified from competing for the next 30 
days, including a race in St. Catherines. 
 
Things began to look up in 1908 when Eddie 
placed 3rd in a field of 30 at the Toronto 
Marathon making him eligible to become a 
member of the first official Canadian team to 
go the Olympic Games in London that 
summer to run in the marathon.  But racing in 
the summer months is different than the 
winter races Eddie and the other Canadians 
were use to.  The results were dismal for the 
whole team as none finished the race due to 
the oppressive heat.  This included the 
favourite Tom Longboat who had won the 
Boston Marathon the year before.  Like 
Longboat, Eddie began to feel ill at Mile 18 
but continued on to Mile 22 where he was in 
3rd place but had to be helped off the track. 
This Olympic marathon was controversial.  
The first across the finish line, the Italian 
runner Dorando Pietri, also feet ill and was 
helped across by spectators.  Gold was later 
awarded to the American runner Hayes. 
 
Returning to Canada, Eddie continued to enter 
local races, winning the 10 mile Hamilton 
race in September.  Later in the fall, he 

(Continued on page 4) 
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SHARE A GOOD THING  

 
BRING A FRIEND TO 

 
OUR NEXT 

 
MEETING 

March’s Program 
Vanished Hamilton II 

 

H amilton has always been a city of things 
that are unusual, fascinating and often quite 

unique. In the book Vanished Hamilton II, some 
of our local historical societies have again come 
together to highlight some of the captivating, 
wonderful and nostalgic things no longer with us, 
that have helped to make Hamilton what it is 
today. 
 
Some of those thing that have vanished are not 
even in the living memories of anyone left today, 
only in the pages of time.  
 
Gone, but certainly not forgotten, are such 
Hamilton Landmarks as the Toronto, Hamilton & 
Buffalo Railway, Old Central Collegiate Institute, 
The Eaton’s, Robinson’s, Grafton’s and Northway 
department stores, numerous orphanages, Parke & 
Parke Drug Stores, the Birks building, and many 
more. 
 
At our March meeting the editor of Vanished 
Hamilton II Margaret Hougton will take us on a 
continuing tour through Hamilton’s past, offering 
a nostalgic look back in time. 

 ****  

accepted a position at the post office in Toronto 
which allowed him to run under the post office 
colours.  
 
In May 1909 he won the Brantford to Hamilton 
race – a true marathon of 26 miles known as the 
Kilties sponsored by the Herald’s rival 
newspaper, the Hamilton Spectator.  It was in 
this race that he set a record of two hours, 51 
minutes and 51 seconds; three seconds off Billy 
Sherring’s record time.  Winning this led to the 
chance to go to Athens to compete. 
 
March 1910 Eddie left 
for England, under the 
auspices of the Canada 
Post with his trainer to 
compete in the 
London Marathon as a 
prelude to the Athens 
race.  Circumstances 
b e y o n d  E d d i e ’ s 
control again worked 
against him.  This race 
was cancelled due to the death of King Edward 
VI.  Hopes of going to Athens were now dashed. 
 
Again returning to Canada he ran again in local 
races.  But with less control on the race courses 
than there is now-a-days, he continued to run 
into difficulties with interference in the Herald 
road race that year. 
 
It would seem Eddie’s competitive racing days 
were coming to an end.  With his marriage to 
Cora Kingdom from Toronto in 1914 and his 
work at the Toronto Post Office, he appeared to 
settle down to work and family life.  Perhaps 
focusing on the next generation, his son Jim 
would compete successfully in relay and 
swimming.  
 
Debora Roberts is our feature writer and a 
member of The Burlington Historical Society. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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New Members 
 

We wish to welcome new members to BHS 
 

Murray & Elizabeth 
Baldwin 

 
Please make our new member welcome. 

And on to the Next Generation 
By Noreen McNair 
 

I  had the sincere delight in sharing history with a group 
of Grade sixers at Charles Beaudoin Public School.  

As a result of a contact made last year when I had had the 
privilege of acting as a judge for historical exhibits at that 
school, their teacher asked if I could come and give them 
some help in writing words and music to describe the his-
tory of their area of Burlington.  In my previous life I had 
participated in various aspects of adult education but … 
Grade Six?   Nonetheless, true to our obligation as a So-
ciety to enhance the knowledge and understanding of all 
ages about this City in which we live, I took on the task. 
 
Armed with my own inimitable style and an armload of 
our publications, and, having donned my i.d. tag in the 
office, I was escorted to the classroom.  An icebreaker is 
always a good opener so I started out by addressing the 
wealth of history that is to be found in our “Street 
Names” book.  I had noted some of the local street signs 
as I had driven in to the school and in all innocence asked 
where the name “Tiger” had come from.  Clearly, I as a 
non-golfer, was in fairway country as they instantly re-
sponded, “Woods”!.  The ice sufficiently broken, I began 
to review the lot allocations and the families that had set-
tled in the area South of Dundas street.  When I opened 
the “From Pathway to Skyway” volume, one young girl’s 
eyes lit up as she announced her ancestor was in there, 
and proudly opened the book to Dr. Freeman’s picture. 
Discussion ensued about the railroad station and the 
changing route of the QEW.  A further animated chat de-
veloped as we discussed the block numbering system 
whose inception I had witnessed when I first came to 

work here. There was total involvement by all present 
before the bell rang and I was sorry to leave such an 
enthusiastic group. 
 
The class project is to write the history of Millcroft, 
and hopefully a ballad.  I loaned them a copy of a CD 
that I have, describing people and places along the 
Grand River from Guelph to Elora. Who knows, there 
may be an opera forthcoming about Burlington!! 
 
It is important that we take every opportunity to share 
with our young people to keep our stories alive and to 
ensure that they will treasure the past of their commu-
nity.  If you are asked to work with our youth, remem-
ber that you have a great deal to give and take advan-
tage of the opportunity.  It is a win-win situation. 
 

**** 
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by Jane Irwin, Volunteer Archivist 
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Holdenby Chief, an English Shire Stallion 
in Burlington in 1910 
According to the website of The Shire Horse 
Society, established in 1878 (Patron Her 
Majesty the Queen), the Shire horse has 
virtues with a special importance today: it is 
favourable to the environment and to 
conservation; it is conducive to cheerfulness in 
a population now largely divorced from the 
natural world; and it provides great job 
satisfaction for many people. The Shire Horse 
is the tallest of the modern draught breeds. A 
stallion may stand to 18 hands high or even 
more, and weigh a ton. Its distinctive feature is 
long, silky hair, commonly white, on the lower 
part of its legs. 
 
Among the areas now largely divorced from 
the natural world are Burlington’s industrial 
parks. One is located on the original Van 
Norman - Breckon farm in the former hamlet 
of Appleby. The farmhouse, built in 1848 for 
William Van Norman, was preserved in 1986, 
following a campaign organized by the 
Burlington Historical Society. Now designated 
under the Ontario Heritage Act and protected 
by an easement to the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation, Pine Hall still stands at 955 
Century Drive. From 1870 until 1974, when it 
was expropriated by the city, it was the home 
of John Breckon (1842 - 1923) and his 
descendents. 
 
A record donated to the Historical Society by 
Bernice (nee Breckon) Wiggins is illustrated, 
in part, on page 166 of the Society’s 
publication, Burlington: Memories of Pioneer 
Days, by Dorothy Turcotte (1989), where it is 
identified merely as an Ad. It shows a picture 
of the Registered Imported Shire Stallion 
Holdenby Chief, number 26304 in Vol. 30 of 
the English Shire Horse Society Stud Book, 

the Property of John Breckon, Appleby, Ont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Archives volunteer, working with this record 
recently, noticed that the illustration is on the front 
page of a folded 8 x 14 cm card. Inside is Holdenby 
Chief’s schedule for the Season of 1910, when he 
would Stand for a limited number of Mares on 4 days 
and 2 nights each week: 
MONDAY .........[no location given] for noon; 
Waterdown for night. 
TUESDAY, E. [Edwin] Emerson’s, Nelson Village, 
for noon; home for night, where he will remain until 
Thursday. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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THURSDAY. J. [John] McPherson’s, Middle Road, 
for noon; by way of 7th line to Postville, for night. 
FRIDAY, D. [David] Sargeant’s, Palermo, for noon; 
home for night, where he will remain until the 
following Monday. 
The above route will be continued through the 
season, health and weather permitting 
TERMS: To insure a foal, $12.00, payable 1st 
February, 1911. Season mares $10.00, payable last 
round. 
Intending breeders are requested to look this 
promising young horse over, as he is one of the right 
sort, and is a sure foal getter. 
 
The opposite page shows Holdenby  Chief’s pedigree. 
He was foaled in 1906 and imported from 
Northampton, a notably horsey part of England. His 
grandsire was Dunsmore Jameson (Stud Book 
number 17972), from 1903 to 1906 inclusive, the 
champion sire of England with no less than 143 
winners at the London Shire and other shows where 
Shire Horse Society’s medals were given. His G. g. g. 
g. g. sire was Lincolnshire lad (Stud Book number 
1196). 
 
As the emphasis on pedigree indicates, the Shire 
horse is the product of selective breeding and ruthless 
veterinary examination at the London Shire Show 
[which] virtually eliminated the old unsoundness of 
wind and limb. The website of the American Shire 
Horse Assiociation has a picture of Lincolnshire Lad 
II (the G. g. g. g. sire of Holden by Chief and many 
others) with this caption: Not a very good picture of a 
not very prepossessing horse -- narrow, tall, light-
bodied but, for all that, destined to be the father of the 
stud book. He was foaled in 1870. 
The Heritage of the Shire horse is outlined on the 
English website. It began with the medieval Great 
Horse that came to England in 1066 with William the 
Conqueror and served in war as a living armoured 
tank until firearms made it obsolete. But it was the 
pedigree society that enhanced the breed, and the 
export of stallions, notably to the United States where 
the American Shire Horse Association was founded 

(Continued from page 6) in 1885. In England, the working life of town geldings 
increased steadily and their value spectacularly. Good 
Shire foals were dubbed the rent-payers in the Great 
Depression, when motor-lorries and tractors were 
inefficient and beyond the means of many. The Second 
World War heralded the abrupt end of the Horse Age, 
and the heavy horse population of well over a million 
animals dwindled to a few thousand. 
 
The last quarter-century has seen a regeneration of the 
Shire Horse in modern England. Their use is more 
widespread than might be imagined. They are more 
cost-effective than vans, particularly in inner-city areas 
on routes of 10 to 12 miles per day. They are ideal for 
pulling vehicles in this situation and are therefore used 
for beer and bread deliveries, street cleaning and 
rubbish collection. They continue to be used in 
agriculture and timber operations to complement 
mechanisation. Shire horse-power may soon be re-
introduced on canals, both for commerce and leisure. 
 
In the 2006 Royal Winter Fair in Toronto, the Breckon 
name was listed in competition for another breed of 
draft horse, the Percheron, which originated in the old 
French province of Le Perche. It’s tempting to 
speculate that in 1066 the people of Le Perche, on the 
north-east border of Normandy, supplied the Norman 
conquerors of England with their heavy horses. 
 
The Breckons of Appleby, now Burlington, came from 
Yorkshire, where the Breckon name is still frequently 
found. The age of the internet makes it easy to find 
photographs of scenic walking trails there. Particularly 
evocative is the recent panoramic view of Westerdale, 
North Yorkshire, from the John Breckon Road. 

 
**** 

Why not help your society to continue it’s  
fine work in preserving Burlington’s History 

by making a tax deductible donation. 
For details contact the treasurer  

Alex Stewart. 
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Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
  Past President  Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  1st Vice President Geo Vallance  905 634 7681 
  2nd Vice President Dave Morris  905 336 1329 
 Secretary   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
  Treasurer   Alex Stewart  905 631 7849 
 Convenors 
 Archivist        Jane Irwin  
 Greeting Cards       Anne Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong 
 Membership Team     Alex Stewart/Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Kay/David Davidson 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       Brian Ryder 
 Program        Geo Vallance/Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications       Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Les Armstrong 
 Telephone Committee   Iris Davy 

Membership Application 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
Membership dues (Please check which one) 

 

  Family:  $34.00   Single: $25.00    Senior: $20.00 
 
  Student: $14.00   Life: $250.00   Corporate: $400.00 
 

I wish to make a donation to the society in the sum of                         
A tax receipt will be issued for all donations totalling $25.00 above the cost of membership.  

Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 
Upper Brant Postal Outlet, Box 40565 

Burlington, Ontario. L7P 4W1  
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Coming Events 

May General Meeting 
Halton Streetcar Museum 

Speaker  
 

Brian Katz  
 

Monday, May 14, 2007  
 Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre 
Free Admission - Bring a Friend 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 

What’s Inside 

Volume 2 Issue 5 May, 2007 

 

The Burl ington His tor ica l  Socie ty’s 

Gazette  

Preserv ing  Burl ington’s  His tory for  Today and Tomorrow 

Executive Meeting 
May 7th - 7:00 PM 

History Room 
Burlington Central Library 

 
General Meeting  

 May  14th  7:30 PM 
Burlington Art Centre  

2007 MEMBERSHIPS  
WERE DUE IN  

JANUARY 

BHS Volunteer Archivist 
Mentioned in Vanity Fair 

Jane Irwin, the Society’s Volunteer Archivist received mention in a recent  
issue of Vanity Fair.  
 In his column, contributing editor Nick Tosches related the story of 
the search for the location of one of Microsoft Window’s XP desktop wall-
paper photographs. The photo shows a country lane in autumn appropri-
ately called Autumn. Mr. Tosches wanted to write an article about the 
photo. He needed to know the photographer and location where the photo-
graph was taken. Being an accomplished researcher Mr. Tosches thought it 
would be a simple task to find out all about the photograph, but the only 
thing Nick was able to discover was that the photo is titled Autumn.  
 After months of fruitless search friends were drawn into the search 
for the elusive Autumn. The search continued without success. Eventually 
from  the people at Microsoft he found the photographer. The picture was 
taken by Peter Burin who lives in Milton ON. Peter thought that he had 
taken the picture in either Campbellville or Kilbride. His search of both 
villages turned up nothing. 
 Mr. Toches says, “At the first mention of Kilbride, I’d written to a 

(Continued on page 5) 
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O ur April meeting 
was a very well 

attended event. Jane 
Irwin’s subject “Places of 
Memory” was the obvious 
drawing card. Those who 
at tended were not 

disappointed. Jane gave a thoroughly 
interesting presentation. Her depth of 
research was apparent and her photography 
was outstanding. Peggy and Les Armstrong 
also contributed to an interesting program 
with their reading of “Isabel’s”, letters 
written to her husband Arthur Kemp during 
WWII. 
 Our monthly meetings are an important 
part of our mandate which is to develop 
awareness and interest in our local heritage 
and in history generally. Programming is all 
important in fulfilling our mandate and our 
Program Chair, George Vallance has done a 
fine job in attracting a diverse and interesting 
group of speakers. Our May program is no 
exception, George has invited Brian Katz to 
tell us about the Halton Streetcar Museum.  
It is a unique and interesting subject. As we 
always say when we announce our 
forthcoming program, “Please bring a 
friend”. 
 As I announced during the last 
meeting, the Executive approved a start on a 
website for our Society. It is being developed 
through the expertise of Judi McNairn and 
Dave Morris. Initially the website will 
include a full description of the Society and 
our activities, including our monthly 
newsletter. There are many other 
possibilities. At this point in time members 
are invited to pass along their ideas and 
suggestions to Judi or Dave for what might 
be included. The development of an 
informative and active website will be a 
substantial addition to our Society. 
 The Executive has begun an 

President’s Report 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

examination of our organization with the 
object of identifying those activities that can 
be improved. The Society is in good shape 
and what we have undertaken is simply fine 
tuning, but as they say, there is always room 
for improvement. One example is the 
importance of sustaining our current activities 
and building for the future. To accomplish 
this we need to attract and retain new 
members. We aim through this process of 
examination to set out a clearer plan for us to 
follow in the future. 
 The six members receiving the Ontario 
Volunteer Award attended a ceremony on 
April 16th at the Michelangelo Banquet and 
Convention Centre in Hamilton. Vicki 
Gudgeon 40years, Mary Fraser 40years, 
Florence Meares 30 years, Anne Wingfield 
30 years, Ruth Borthwick 20 years and John 
Borthwick 20 years. Each received a lapel pin 
and certificate from the Honourable Mike 
Cole, Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration for their commitment and 
dedication as a volunteer in Ontario. 
 Good progress has been made on our 
projects to remember Burlington’s famous 
Brant Inn. Our author of the book, Stewart 
Brown, has completed his research and has 
begun his interviewing and writing. The book 
promises to be a comprehensive and 
absorbing history of this fabulous nightspot. 
The publishing of this book is being financed 
through a grant from the Trillium Foundation. 
In conjunction with this, the committee has 
also undertaken to produce a TV 
documentary. A number of interviews have 
already been videotaped and the development 
of the story-line is underway. Fund-raising 
efforts are continuing, however, we 
appreciate and wish to recognize the financial 
support that our project has received to date 
from The Burlington Community Foundation, 
Donald Smith, Discovery Ford and Paul 
Charlebois. 

President Ken Davy 
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Archive Report 
by Jane Irwin, Volunteer Archivist 

1437 Elgin Street, 
 originally the David Bastedo farmhouse 

W ellington Square was a busy and 
flourishing village between Brant Street 

and Rambo Creek 140 years ago, but the land to 
the west was still quietly rural. There were just a 
few frame buildings – the house built for Joseph 
Brant, St. Luke’s Anglican Church, and the home 
of grain merchant William Bunton, his wife 
Clarissa and nine children, which still stands at 
419 Burlington Avenue. 
 Not far away was a solid brick house built 
for farmer David Bastedo. Now 1437 Elgin Street, 
it has for decades been the location of Wigsville 
and is now also the home of the Blair Lancaster 
Modelling & Fashion Agency. The owners 
received a City of Burlington Heritage Award for 

maintenance of this historic building in 1989. 
 The neighbourhood has seen many changes 
since the 1860s. Bunton’s development survey 
plan in 1881 made residential lots available in the 
newly amalgamated Village of Burlington, and in 
1899 the tracks of the Radial Line passed right in 
front of the house, providing rapid transit 
passenger service to Hamilton. 
 With its many gables, arched windows and 
semi-octagonal bays, it was an unusually elegant 

farmhouse for its time. The prosperous Bastedos 
were strong supporters of the Presbyterian Church, 
and the men of the family were Freemasons. They 
had come to America from Scotland, but their 
name has an ancient Spanish origin. Bastedo in 
Spanish, like Villeneuve in French and Newton in 
English, indicates that their ancestors were settlers 
in a “new town” – that is, one that was new some 
800 years ago. The family pronounced their name 
“Basteda”. 
 Gilbert Bastedo’s parents died in the British 
Colony of New York during the American 
Revolution, and he was brought to Upper Canada 
as a teenager, with the family of his Loyalist uncle. 
In 1807 he was one of the earliest settlers in Nelson 
“on what was then Dundas Street, only in name”. 
At his death in 1865 it was reported that “6 sons, 6 
daughters, 32 grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren have passed under his patriarchal 
blessing”.  
 David was one of Gilbert’s sons, known as 
“Uncle Dave”. When he died in 1898 his village 
farm property passed to his unmarried sister, 
Rebecca. Her niece Clara Bunton inherited the 
house in 1917 and lived in it until 1944, when it 
was sold out of the family.  
 In the 1950s a resident of Beamsville, Ada 
M. Byles, made a surprising discovery in a bundle 
of old books bought for 25 cents in a Montreal 
second-hand bookstore. A collection of recipes, 
handwritten in the empty pages of an old Bank of 
British North America passbook, bore the 
inscription “Miss Rebecca Bastedo, Burlington, 
Ontario, February 27th, 1885” and this note: 
“When Miss R. Bastedo finishes cooking in this 
life, she leaves this book to her beloved niece and 
heir, Rebeccca Bunton. Signed, Rebecca Bastedo”.  
 Other signatures below were Marion Bunton, 
Rebecca Bunton, Clara J. Bunton and R. G. 
Bunton. According to the Halton Local History 
website, Marion Bastedo Bunton married in 1889, 

(Continued on page 4) 

Heritage Burlington photo                       1437 Elgin Street 
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Robert Grant Bunton died in 1894, and Reba 
B. Bunton married in 1896. Clara, a spinster, 
was left to inherit her aunt’s property. 
 Rebecca Bastedo’s favorite recipes were 
collected from her friends in Burlington, –
  “Gingerbread, Mrs D. Baxter”, Clove cake 
and Salmon loaf, Mrs. Husband”. 
“unfermented wine, Frederick W. Watkins and 
M. Husband”, and “Delicate cake, Marion B. 
Davidson, Sept. 3rd, 1892”. The recipes 
tended to require an abundance of good local 
ingredients, such as “take six cups butter” or 
“take one dozen eggs”.  
 The present location of this precious 
record is unknown. How I wish it, or even a 
copy of it, had been saved for the archives!  
  

 
**** 

 
(Continued from page 3) 

Life Member Passes 
B ob Elstone passed away peacefully at the 

Joseph Brant Hospital, on April 12, 2007, 
in his 85th year. 
Dearly beloved 
husband of 
Lyla, formerly 
Herdman (nee 
Bullock). 
 Survived 
by his brother 
E d w a r d  o f 
S u n d r i d g e , 
sister Ester 
Grey (Fredrick) 
of Smithville. 
Also survived 
by his children 
Elinor of Castlegar, Catherine of McKellar and 
Robert of Bancroft, stepfather of  

 
Mary-Jean Clements of  Colorado and the late John 
Herdman of Australia. As well as grandchildren 
Hugh, Emma, Gloria, Isabel, Sara, Neil, Kelly, 
Tom, Alexander, Paul, Antonia, great-
grandchildren Amelia,  Holden and Alexi, as well 
as numerous nieces and nephews. 
 Bob was a man of vision and courage who 
wore many hats with a passion. Not only was he a 
WWII Veteran (First Mate in the Merchant Navy), 
but an ambitious agriculturalist, naturalist, 
historian, entrepreneur, volunteer, world traveler, 
map enthusiast, master mariner, and master 
swimmer. He was proud proprietor of Elstone 
Stationary for almost fifty years. 
 His goal was to help and serve people. He 
was known as “Mr. Rotary” and during his years of 
service he has been involved in the formation of 
nine Rotary Clubs including two in Egypt; as well 
as the past president of Burlington Central. Bob 
was the co-founder of the Burlington Rotary Fall 
Music Festival. 
 He has been honoured twice with the Paul 
Harris Fellowship, Rotary’s Highest honour. He 
was instrumental, along with others, in establishing 
the Burlington YMCA. He received the first 
achievement award in 1979. For 36 years he had a 
teen program on Saturday nights at the YMCA and 
over one hundred teen weekend camps over the 
years. 
 Bob was honoured as citizen of the year for 
Burlington in 1997. 
 He was also chairman of the Burlington 
Beautification Committee and Chairman of the 
Burlington Uniform Store Hours Association. H e 
was an Honorary Life Member of the Burlington 
Historical Society, Hamilton-Burlington YMCA, 
Hamilton Naturalist Club and West Flambourough 
Heritage Society.  
 Bob’s many hats helped him reach his goals 
to help and serve people. His service and 
dedication to the community will never be 
forgotten.   
(Condensed from the Hamilton Spectator obituary) 

**** 
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gray barn at the end, is that it’s the lane leading south 
to the old Harris homestead.” 
 The information was passed on to the photogra-
pher who traveled out and confirmed the location. 
 If you wish to read the entire story search Vanity 
Fair on the internet. 
 The Hamilton Spectator subsequently covered 
the story but left out the major point that our own Jane 
Irwin solved the mystery. 

Why not help your society to continue its  fine 
work in preserving Burlington’s History by 

making a tax deductible donation. 
For details contact the treasurer  

Alex Stewart. 

score of people in Burlington, the closest place to Kil-
bride that had a score of people to write to. I hear from 
Jane Irwin, a volunteer archivist at the Burlington His-
torical Society. She says, “Kilbride is part of Burling-
ton, but in the rural northern area, accessible only by 
car. I do not drive and have not been there for perhaps 
10 years, but the allé looks vaguely familiar. My best 
guess, based on the fence and the glimpse of an old 

The Elusive Autumn Winter, at last.  
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Photo courtesy the post 

June 30th, Councilor Rick Craven unveiled the Historical Plaque 
commemorating the NATCO Tile factory, on the site of the Garden Trail 
Development. Assisting Rick were former employees of NATCO 
Full story on page 6. 
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“ Where did that summer 
go”. Perhaps it’s a part of 
this climate change thing 
and the days as well are 
b e c o m i n g  s h o r t e r . 
However, when I cast my 
mind back to my school 

days ( and that’s become quite a cast) I can 
recall very similar feelings as school 
vacation time drew to an end. Back to the 
dreaded arithmetic. Well here we are at the 
beginning of the next series of our Society’s 
meetings and it certainly is not with a sense 
of dread. Examining the speakers that 
George Vallance has lined up it appears that 
we can look forward to some very interesting 
meetings in the months ahead. 
 Our September speaker is Carol Martin 
whose subject is entitled “Chalk, Challenge 
and Change” which is the title of a book 
containing the reminiscences of a number of 
now quite elderly retired teachers. These 
former teachers, including our own Florence 
Meares and Erma Bailey, have recorded their 
personal stories from the long-gone days of 
the one-room school house. It promises to be 
not only historically interesting but also an 
entertaining trip down memory lane.  Please 
note that our General meeting in 
September will be on the third Monday of 
the month on September 17th.  
 As a part of the September program we 
will have another “Bits of Burlington 
History” by one of our members. Ruth 
Borthwick has agreed to tell us about Doctor 
Mitchell, an exceptional individual with a 
not always known record of care and 
assistance that he gave to so many during his 
lifetime.   
 You might also mark on your calendar 
our following meetings. The October 
meeting will also be on the third Monday of 
the month, October 15th. Don Crossley will 
be describing two big news stories from 

President’s Report 
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Burlington’s past, the Halliday Homes and 
Nicholson Lumber fires. On Monday 
November 12th, the well-known writer, Ted 
Barris will tell us about his most recent book 
Victory at Vimy. 
 Since our last General meeting in May 
other activities of the Society have been 
continuing. I am pleased to report that much 
good work has been done on the development 
of our website. The site will of course 
describe the Society and provide information  
for those who are interested in becoming 
members. The website will provide access to 
back issues of our newsletter the Gazette. 
Certain material from the Society’s archive 
will be made accessible. A history of 
Burlington will be provided in the form of 
visual and written vignettes. Others have 
been contributing but the website is coming 
together largely through the expertise and 
effort of Dave Morris and Judi McNairn. 
 This summer a great deal of time and 
effort has also gone into the development of 
the book and the TV documentary on the 
subject of Burlington’s Brant Inn. Work on 
these projects has been underway for over 
three years. Results are now beginning to 
show. The author of the book, Stewart Brown 
has completed his extensive research and he 
has begun writing about this unique piece of 
our local history. The documentary has also 
begun to take shape. Some final interviews 
have been videotaped. Among the subjects 
interviewed were some well-known media 
personalities: Paul Hanover, Gordie Tapp and 
Norm Marshall. 
 The book is fully funded through a 
grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation. 
Many hours of effort have gone into the 
financing of the documentary. More funding 
is required but we have enough in hand to 
begin preliminary work on the project. We 
are pleased to report that during the summer 

(Continued on page 5) 

President Ken Davy 
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Archive Report 
by Jane Irwin, Volunteer Archivist 

Fruit Picking on the Fisher Farm 

 For 150 years – from 1820 to 1970 – 
the  Fisher farm occupied some 200 acres on the 
south-east corner of what is now Guelph Line and 
the Queen Elizabeth Way. Although its historical 
buildings and fields have vanished, some of its 
history has been preserved in the Burlington 
Historical Society Archives. One of the Society’s 
first publications was an edition of Peter Fisher’s 
1881 manuscript, Some Jottings Along my Life’s 
Journey. We also have a copy of Murray Fisher’s 
detailed recollection of the Burlington farmers 
whose way of life disappeared after 1940, 
Farewell to the Garden of Canada (1984).
 Thanks to Edith Fisher, the Society also 
owns original photographs of the Fisher family, 
the farm and its workers. These (and thousands of 
other BHS archival images) can be seen online at 
http://images.burlington.halinet.on.ca/. In fact, the 
home page for the halinet site shows part of a 
studio portrait of Edith, taken for her sixth 
birthday in November 1903.     
 One of the Fisher images, which can also be 
seen on page 139 of our Burlington: Memories of 
Pioneer Days (1989), is a group portrait showing 
several families who worked in the summers as 
soft-fruit pickers. Both the women and the men 
were famous for their gentle hands. They were 
members of Seneca and Cayuga nations from the 
reserve near Brantford.  Like other Iroquoian-
speaking peoples, the Senecas and Cayugas had a 
1500-year-old agricultural tradition of their own, 
and inherited skills from many generations 
who  picked berries with a soft touch.  
 The photograph was probably taken by 
Martha Craig, who stayed at the Fisher farm while 
she was gathering information and taking 
photographs for her 1902 illustrated book, “The 
Garden of Canada”.       
 A clipping from  the Burlington Post, 18 
October 1967, also in the Archives, is based on an 

interview with Edith and Murray Fisher, just before 
their family home was demolished to make way for 
the Burlington Mall. It includes the berry-pickers 
photograph. According to the article, the tall man 
standing at the centre of the group was named “Big 
Jack”. However, a note on another photograph  taken 
about seven years earlier at “King’s Studio / 10 1/2 
King St. W. / Hamilton” identified him as “Joe the 
Boss”. His wife, also seen at the centre of the later 
image, was not named.  

 Can anyone now supply names of any of these 
unidentified people? According to the Post, one of the 
small boys in the front row of the group photo in 
1902 was Alec Hess, and in 1967, at age 73, he was 
still working for the Fishers 

Joe the Boss 

Berry Pickers 
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H ighville was the name used for that 
portion of the Guelph Line running north, 

after climbing the hill behind the Lowville store 
and mill. The land rises up again past Derry 
Road turning at St. Georges Anglican Church 
and cemetery where the Richardsons attended 
and many are interred.  
 The former Richardson farm and home, 
now known as Stonehaven Farms is on the west 
side of the Guelph Line. For many years Leaver 
Mushrooms property has been across the road. 

Orchards which until recently filled the land from 
the house to the Guelph Line have been removed. 
This stone home was built by my great 
grandfather John Richardson. The farm property 
produced the materials for the entire house and 
many of its furnishings, John having by then his 
own saw mill. 
 John married Hannah Kenney in 1848 who 
was born in 1824 either just before or after her 
parents settled at Mount Nemo, the 2nd family to 
do so. 

(Continued on page 5) 

The Richardsons circa 1897 

The Richardsons of Highville 
My maternal ancestors 

 By Les Armstrong 
With research by Peggy Armstrong 
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New Member 
 

We wish to welcome a new member to BHS 
 

Ms Marguerite Botting 
 

  
 

SHARE A GOOD THING  
 

BRING A FRIEND TO 
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further contributions were obtained from the Burlington 
Rotary Clubs, the Bank of Nova Scotia and Ron and 
Donna Patterson. 
 I want to recognize, at this point in time, the 
outstanding effort that my fellow committee members 
have contributed to these projects. Ruth and John 
Borthwick have spent countless hours on fund-raising 
and program content for both projects and Jane Ann 
Newson has contributed and continues to contribute to 
the publishing of the Brant Inn book. 

**** 

(Continued from page 2) 

 
Why not help your society to continue its  

fine work in preserving Burlington’s History 
by making a tax deductible donation. 

For details contact the treasurer  
Alex Stewart. 

September General Meeting 
 The September meeting will hold a special interest 
to members of BHS. The guest speaker will be Carol 
Martin, author of the book “Chalk, Challenge And 
Change”.  
 The book which chronicles the early days of 
education in Ontario features interviews with two of our 
societies long time  members, Florence Mears and Erma 
Bailey. 
Come out and enjoy an evening of fellowship and 
information. Bring a friend.  

Stonehaven as it appears today. 

 John and Hannah’s family of six had been born in 
an earlier house on this property, however four 
following generations grew up in this lovely old stone 
home 
 We date the photograph of the family at about 
1897 (110 years ago), using the known ages of the 
children in it. The parents (my grandparents) were 
Christopher and Annie Richardson. Chris was John and 
Hannah’s youngest child. Two older boys are not in the 
picture for some reason and two little girls were yet to 
be born, my mother Frances, the last in 1903. 
 John Richardson had arrived to this area from 
Westmorland England, with his parents in 1835. He was 
11 years old and the second born of the 8 children who 
traveled across the ocean. 
 Three more children were born at “Highville”, the 
youngest William Richardson was one of Nelson twp. 
and Burlington’s early medical doctors.   
 John Richardson Sr. acquired three 100 acre 
farms, two on the Guelph Line and one on Walkers 
Line. 

**** 

(Continued from page 4) 
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History Remembered 

 The information, published last evening , of the 
decision of the National Fireproofing Company of 
Pittsburg, to establish a Canadian branch on the 
Hendrie farm, across the bay, was of wider importance 
than was first supposed. A plant costing $1,000,000 
will be built, and work will be started at once, the ex-
pectation of the company being that it will be finished 
by January next year. 
 Fireproofing tiles for office buildings and other 
materials will be manufactured. 
 The company is one of the biggest of its kind in 
the world. It was organized in 1889, and is engaged in 
the manufacture of and installation of fireproofing ma-
terial of all descriptions, hollow building blocks, con-
duits, sewer pipe, drain tile and brick. The raw mate-
rial utilized in the manufacture of these products is 
clay, mined from properties owned and controlled by 
the company. 
 One of the features of this company is that it 
builds houses for its own employees, and a little village 
will likely spring up near the Hendrie Farm.   
 For the next eighty years the National Fireproof-

ing Company, later called Natco, mined clay and manu-
factured its products in Aldershot. The company discon-
tinued production in 1990 and the last vestige of its exis-
tence, the large smokestack, was removed in the mid 
1990s. 
 Subsequently the Garden Trails subdivision, devel-
oped by EMSHIH Development, sprang up in place of 
the factory and kilns. 
 Before the construction of the new homes an agree-
ment between LACAC and the developer was reached in 
which the developer would place a memorial plaque on 
the site outlining the history of the factory. 
 On June 30, Councilor Rick Craven assisted by 
some former employees of Natco unveiled the com-
memorative plaque. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy the Post 
Former employees of Natco on hand for the unveiling 
were left to right; Emile Bellemare, Fred Bishop, Jack 
Harris, Ross Taylor, Art Marskell and Randy McPherson.  

THE PLANT WILL COST A MILLION DOLLARS 
Fireproofing Works Across the Bay Will Supply Entire Canadian Trade. 

Some Information About Corporation  Which Is Behind the Big Deal 

NATCO 

The Hamilton Spectator 1909 (excerpts) 
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Office Depot 
The one stop shopping centre for Computers and Office supplies 

Tim Collins - Store Manager 
We are proud to be supporters and sponsors to the Burlington Historical Society 

 
1250 Brant St. Burlington  - 905 319 8449 
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Please join us in CELEBRATING 

the publication of this beautiful book! 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 16 

from 1 p.m. 

At A Different Drummer Books 

513 locust Street Burlington 

All members of the Historical Society are most cor-
dially invited to the launch 

 telephone 905 639 0925 � diffdrum@mac.com 
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Sept. General Meeting 
Halliday’s & Nicolson’s Lumber Yards   

Their impact on Burlington, 1920 to 1975 
Speaker  

consultant 
 Don Crossley 

 

Monday, October 15th, 2007  
 Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre 

Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 
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History Room 
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General Meeting  
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 On October 24, 1974 a disastrous fire consumed Burlington’s 
largest manufacturing facility. The complete factory and lumber yard of 
Halliday Homes, located on Maple avenue near Ontario Street were 
leveled. Loss at the time was estimated to be in access of One Million 
Dollars. 
 Our speaker for October will recount the impact of the two longtime 
lumber yards in Burlington, “Nicolson & Halliday’s”. 

Photo courtesy Warren Corp, Chief Burlington Fire Department (Retired) 
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Our Fall Series of 
meetings got off to a good 
start on September 17th 
with a very interesting and 
entertaining presentation 
by Carol Martin assisted 
by Gillian Hewitt and 

Linda Rafuse. Their subject “Chalk, 
Challenge and Change” was the title of a 
book that the Retired Women Teachers of 
Ontario had published to coincide with their 
Association’s 50th Anniversary.  Those in 
attendance heard how the book came to be 
published and a number of excerpts were 
read which were often humourous 
reminiscences of those who taught during the 
early days of teaching in Ontario. 
 Ruth Borthwick told us about her 
Uncle who was a remarkable Burlington 
personality named Dr. Mitchell. In his day 
he was well-known and highly regarded for 
the selfless and humanitarian way in which 
he conducted his practice. Ruth’s 
presentation was a very interesting addition 
to the September Program.  
 We want to encourage member 
participation through these five minute “Bits 
of Burlington History” presentations at our 
General Meetings. If you have a subject 
pertaining to our local history that would be 
of interest to our members please call me at 
905-333-1345. 
Our Society and the Burlington Museums 
have, generally speaking, the same goal, that 
of preserving and creating an awareness of 
our Community’s history. Reflecting on this, 
your Executive concluded that it would be 
mutually beneficial to strengthen our 
relationship with the Museums. 
  At our request Jane Ann Newson met 
with Barbara Teatero, the Director of 
Museums. I am pleased to report that a 
number of actions have flowed from this. 
Among these was an agreement to exchange 

President’s Report 
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information regularily about both 
organization’s activities. We also agreed to 
assist each other whenever possible. Our 
members, for instance, are invited to act as 
Museum guides. 
  As a tangible advantage of this closer 
relationship our Society’s members, when 
they present their membership cards, will 
only pay $2.50 admission to the Museums 
(the full admission fee is $3.50).  
As we establish closer ties it is expected that 
further benefits to both organizations will 
develop. Jane Ann is to be commended for 
the good work she did on our behalf. 
 Congratulations are extended to Jane 
Irwin on the launch of her new book “Old 
Canadian Cemeteries-Places of Memory”. As 
we saw and heard during her slide 
presentation at our April meeting, Jane 
traveled extensively across Canada gathering 
material to produce this strikingly beautiful 
book . I have a copy and I can tell you it is an 
exceptional piece of work. Best wishes Jane, 
we hope your book has much deserved 
success. 
Iris and I will miss the next meeting as we 
will be away on vacation. However, I 
encourage you to attend as the program 
promises to be a good one. Don Crossley will 
be describing two important  businesses in 
Burlington’s past, Halliday Homes and 
Nicholson Lumber. 
 There will also be another of our  
presentations by members. Long-time 
member Betty Stubbs will describe what Port 
Nelson was like when it stood alone as a 
village on the shore of Lake Ontario. 
As I noted in the previous Newsletter, this 
meeting will take place on the third 
Monday of the month, October 15th. Our 
usual meeting date of the second Monday of 
the month was bumped as this is the 
Thanksgiving weekend. We hope you will 
enjoy this special occasion. 

President Ken Davy 
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Archive Report 
by Jane Irwin, Volunteer Archivist 
The Burlington Historical Society has received a 
request from Paul Stone, the new Curator of 
Collections for the Museums of Burlington, for any 
background information about Frank Wright and 
his photographic career. Paul is starting to work on 
a new exhibit and publication based on the Frank 
Wright photographic collection at the Joseph Brant 
Museum. This will be a most valuable exhibition 
and focus of research. 
 The photographs were donated to the 
Museum by Franks widow Mary, who is well 
remembered as a longtime member of the 
Historical Society. We hope that our members will 

recall and supply information about Frank, and 
perhaps about contacting his son. 
 The Historical Society Archives have no 
photographs by Frank Wright, and we are just 
opening a file on him. 
 Born in Hamilton in 1908, he was educated at 
Hamilton Technical Institute, and became a member 
of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada. 
During World War II, he worked in ammunitions at 
Canadian Westinghouse and the United Carr Fastner 
Co. of Canada. 
 Following an industrial accident, Wright free-
lanced for the Toronto Telegram before establishing 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 “Within this space, the men, women, and children of the 
British middle class acted out the dramas of domestic 
life.” 
 

From 1837 until 1901, the Victorian period 
marked a change in culture, society and family. 
Nowhere was this more evident than the family 
home, and more specifically, the parlour. This 
special place within the home became the centre 
for family life, and the social face of the family 
to the outside world. It anchored their home life, 
presented their story, and perhaps most 
importantly, reflected and confirmed their status, 
or for some, the status they wished to achieve.  
 

Joseph Brant Museum presents: 
AN ASSEMBLY SUCH AS THIS 
Victorian Highlights from the 
Collection 
Joseph Brant Museum 

September 2007 – June 2008 
 
Welcome and prepare to immerse yourself in the 
intrigue of Victorian life as you enter the newly 
assembled Victorian parlour at Joseph Brant 
Museum. Highlighting the curious, ceremonial and 
ornate, “An Assembly Such as This” will take the 
visitor on a striking journey into the particulars of 
the Victorian World. 
…AND COME JOIN US FOR A: 

Victorian Tea Party! 
Sunday, October 21st.  12:00 noon-

4:00 p.m. 
Joseph Brant Museum 

Step back in time and experience the frolic of a 
Victorian Tea Party!  With Queen Victoria as 
your host, enjoy Victorian scones & delicacies 
& sample exotic teas. Engage in Victorian 
customs and games. Step into re-enactments 
and participate in Victorian activities. In a 
group setting, take a guided tour through 
Joseph Brant Museum and to complete the 
occasion, engross yourself in the Victorian 
world through the special thematic exhibit ‘An 
Assembly Such As This’. 
 

Ticket Price:  $10.00 adults, $8.00 seniors/
students, $6.00 children* 

*Call to register and purchase tickets in advance. 
 

For further details call 905-332-9888 or toll free: 
1-800-374-2099 or visit our website at 
www.museumsofburlington.com 
 
For further information on the Victorian Tea 
Party contact:   
Sylvia Hentz, Special Events Programmer 
Museums of Burlington- 
Joseph Brant Museum 
1240 North Shore Blvd. E. 
Burlington, Ontario 
hentzs@burlington.ca 
Ph. 905-332-9888 or 905-634-3556 
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Why not help your society to continue its  

fine work in preserving Burlington’s History 
by making a tax deductible donation. 

For details contact the treasurer  
Alex Stewart. 

October General Meeting 
 Please note that due to 

Thanksgiving Day, our October 
meeting will be held October 15th 

which is the  third Monday in 
October.  

 arrived at our destination our fingers were so cold it 
seemed like a half an hour before we could hold a 
pencil. 
 We could always tell when it was close to lunch 
time at noon as we could hear crackling and sizzling of 

(Continued on page 7) 

Before a One Room School 
By Ross Taylor 
At the meeting held September 17th, Carol Martin, the 
guest speaker spoke about education. She asked for a 
show of hands for those who attended a one room 
school. I was one of those who raised his hand. I believe 
I was a lot more primitive than that, as the first school I 
attended was held in the living room of a private house 
30 miles south of Winnipeg Manitoba in the year 1937. 
  At the age of six the closest school was four miles 
away and the only transportation was horse and buggy 
or horse and cutter in the winter. That was a lot for a six 
year old boy where the temperature dropped to as low as 
minus 59° F. in winter.  
 The school trustees, one of whom was my father, 
got together and school was held in the living room of a 
private house 1 1/2 miles away. There were about a 
dozen students in the small frame house. The family 
name was Neetz, I believe it was a German name. 
 Our transportation was provided by my father all 
winter by horse and cutter. There was no heat except for 
irons that my mother heated up to keep our feet from 
freezing. We were covered up by many layers of  heavy 
blankets so that only our eyes were visible. When we  

Five year old Ross washes Manitoba Gumbo off his 
feet before entering the house 
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his own photography studio, the Frank Wright 
Photography Studio, in Burlington. He was a member 
of the Commercial and Press Photographers 
Association of Canada and of the Professional 
Photographers of Ontario. He was president of the 
latter, 1965-1967, and became custodian of its records, 
including those of its predecessor, the Photographic 
Association of Canada/Professional Photographers of 
Ontario. He died in 1976. Between 1980 and 1987 
Mary donated the Frank Wright fonds, containing 
textual records and 136 photographs, to the National 
Library and Archives in Ottawa. (The above summary 
of his life is taken from the Library and Archives 
Canada website, www.collectionscanada.ca). 
 Mary also donated 78 photographs to the 
Archives of Ontario in Toronto. They may be seen on 
the AO website, www.archives.gov.on.ca. The fonds is 
described there as follows: 

(Continued from page 3)   
 Fonds consists of glass plate negatives and lantern 
slides of miscellaneous subjects, and acetate negatives of 
the construction of the Burlington Skyway and also of 
vessels in Burlington Bay. Glass plate negatives and 
lantern slides show various subjects including 
photographers with their cameras and equipment; 
photographers at work; portraits; and also landscape 
scenes. Negatives show the construction of the concrete 
and steel supports and framework of the Burlington 
Beach Skyway, as well as images of various shipping 
vessels and tugs in Burlington Bay. 
 Two of these fascinating images are illustrated 
here. 
 If you have any information that will assist Paul 
Stone with this very interesting project, please contact 
him directly (StoneP@burlington.ca) and please also 
c o p y  y o u r  m e s s a g e  t o  u s  a t 
(burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com) . 
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onions and garlic heating up in the next room which 
was the kitchen. Soon the aroma would waft all over 
the class room and it would permeate all the air we 
had to breathe. 
 At the end of grade one the school trustees built 
a new modern one room school on my fathers farm so 
we only had 1/4 of a mile to go to school. 
 All eight grades were taught here by one 
teacher at a salary of about $500 dollars a year. 
 My oldest brother was janitor. He had to get to 

(Continued from page 5) school to get the fire going before the students arrived. 
He also had to bring a crock of water on a teddy wagon 
daily, as this was the only drinking water we had. 
 My brother did this for three years until he 
graduated. He was paid $10 dollars for three years. About 
$3 dollars a year. After he graduated I became the janitor 
and was paid $5 a year. 
 At the age of twelve we left Manitoba and I have 
lived in Ontario ever since  

 
**** 

The new modern one room school built on the Taylor Farm 
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Remember that 
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It has been said that the battle of Vimy Ridge, in the First World 
War, turned Canada into a Nation. Our speaker for the November 
General Meeting will recount the events of that battle.  
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T he writing of my 
report this month 

requires a high degree of 
c l a i rvoyance  wh i ch 
unfortunately I do not 
possess. I have been out 
of touch with the 

Society’s activities throughout most of 
October as Iris and I will have been away, 
enjoying a three week vacation.  
 I am looking forward however, to our 
next meeting on Monday, November 12th . 
George Vallance our Program Chair has 
appropriately invited Ted Barris to speak on 
the subject of his new book,”Victory at 
Vimy: Canada comes of Age ”. This First 
World War battle is often said to be a 
turning-point in our Country’s history. 
Critics have praised this book for the new 
look it has taken into this significant 
Canadian military achievement. 
 I am pleased to announce that at our 
November meeting we will have another 
“Bits of Burlington History” presentation by 
our long-time member, Kay Rutty. Kay’s 
subject will be her recollections of the 
formative days of Burlington’s Teen Tour 
Band. Kay was actively involved with the 
band from its very beginning. It will be 
interesting to hear how this organization 
came into being.  
 As you are aware the Executive are 
examining what can be done to strengthen 
and improve our organization. It is 
appropriate during this process to recognize 
those activities that are already being done 
very well. For example our Meet and Greet 
Team, Kay and David Davidson continue to 
do a fine job of welcoming members and 
guests We do appreciate the important work 
that they do for our Society.  
 Another behind- the- scenes group of 
members that contribute to the success of our 
meetings is the Telephone Committee 

President’s Report 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

comprised of  Pat Sweeney, Judi McNairn, 
August Kloppenburg, George Vallance,  John 
Borthwick, Ruth Borthwick, Jane Ann 
Newson, Muriel Crowder, Jackie Poppe,  
Betty Walkey and Chaired by Iris Davy. We 
owe these members a large vote of thanks for 
giving us those important reminders of each 
meetings. 
 There are many tasks ,some large and 
some small, that are required to keep our 
organization viable and for us to accomplish 
our Society’s objectives. This requires 
members to step forward when required and 
become involved. We are fortunate that many 
of our members have made large 
contributions of their time and expertise in 
the past, and a number are hard at it at the 
present time. 
 Your Executive have set an objective to 
attract and retain new members as there is 
important work to be done. Every member 
can assist by inviting those who have an 
interest in history to come to a meeting and 
consider joining our Society.  

**** 

President Ken Davy 

Notice 
There is no meeting 

in December 
 

2008  
Memberships  

Are  
Due in 

January 
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Archive Report 
by Jane Irwin, Volunteer Archivist 

O n April 10th, 1922, the “Burlington and 
Nelson Citizens’ Memorial In Honor of the 

Men of Burlington and Nelson Township who 
served in the Great War 1914 –1919” was unveiled 
by “His Excellency General The Right Honorable 
LORD BYNG, of Vimy, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., 
M.V.O., Governor-General of Canada, and 
Commander-in-chief”.  The ceremonies included 
the Burlington Fireman’s Band, playing “The 
Maple Leaf”, a choir of Burlington and Nelson 
school pupils singing “Oh Canada”, and “Comrade 
T. Waumsley” playing the Last Post.  
 The details of the programme are to be found 
in the Burlington Historical Society Archives, 
which has photocopies of the records of the 
Soldiers Memorial Committee. The records were 
donated to the City, along with the Memorial itself, 
in 1947. 
 The Committee had raised more than enough 
in subscriptions to pay for the pedestal and 
sculpture, which together cost $6,150. From the 
balance remaining, $100 was given to the Veterans 
Association and the Veterans Women’s Auxiliary, 
and $40 was retained for the maintenance of the 
monument. In 1937, James Harmon of Hamilton 
was paid $203.50 to re-letter the Monument in lead, 
on condition that he “guarantee his work for a 
number of years.” The cost of the memorial’s 
restoration in 2000 (paid for by the City and the 
Ontario Millennium Fund) was $30,000. 
 On the side of the granite pedestal were 
inscribed “the names of all the boys who were 
killed, or died in harness overseas, from the Town 
of Burlington and the township of Nelson”, and on 
the back “the names of the principal battles, which 
the Canadians took an active part in.”  
 Much deliberation was given to the sculpture 
itself:  
the Committee set to work to study designs of a 
monumental nature. From the first, the Committee 
was impressed with the figure of the Victory Statue, 
used in Toronto for the Victory Loan Campaign; 
this brought them into communication with Mr. R. 

V. Lewis, the sculptor of that statue, but he was not 
in favour of using that model for a permanent 
memorial; … his idea being that the statue … should 
be as near as possible a representation of a soldier 
just returning to the trenches, with that determined 
look on his face, which was characteristic of all our 
men. …  

 The statue, as we have said, is entirely of 
bronze and depicts an infantry soldier standing at 
ease in a great-coat; the bottom is torn off, as was 

(Continued on page 4) 

Burlington Public Library 

This photo was take August 1, 1922. The memorial 
was originally placed on the Lakeshore opposite 
the  lane leading to St Luke’s church.   
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usual, fully equipped for the trenches: under his 
steel helmet, he wears a wool Balaclava helmet, 
knitted by the women of Canada, his face is 
calm, but shows that determination, which 
enabled them to carry on through all difficulties 
and dangers.  
 The sculpture’s powerful realism is well 
recognized today. It is so lifelike that it has been 
rumoured to come down from its pedestal and 
walk on nights of a full moon! 
Its sculptors have received somewhat less 
recognition. Even in 1922 a certain 
namelessness affected them:  
After seeing many other designs of monuments 
… the Committee gave the order to … Mr. R. V. 
Lewis for a bronze statue… 
 On another page of the records, “R. V. 
Lewis” becomes “Ivor B. Lewis, Toronto”. He 
must have been the Ivor Lewis (1882-1958) who 
enjoyed a distinguished career as a manager 
with the T. Eaton Company. His bronze statue 
of Timothy Eaton in the Toronto store used to be 
well known to shoppers, who would stop to rub 
the toe of his shoe for good luck. 
 In the execution of his work Mr. Lewis had 
the able assistance of Miss [the typescript here 
leaves a blank] who put the finishing touches to 
the face, and has made it almost lifelike. 
  Handwritten in the blank space is 
“Florence Wild”, who was undoubtedly 
Florence Wyle. She and her partner Frances 
Loring were Americans who had immigrated to 
Toronto at the turn of the century, at a time 
when, according to one art historian,  “sculpture 
in Canada was still very much considered a 
curiosity, rather than an admired art form. The 
lack of patrons, the serious shortage of foundries 
and the relatively high cost of materials were all 
factors contributing to an inauspicious 
environment for sculptors.”  
 Wyle and Loring shared a studio in 
Toronto filled with their clay sculptures, which 
they could not afford to have cast in bronze. 
They were called “the Clay Ladies”. For them, 

(Continued from page 3) as for many other Canadian artists, First World 
War memorial commissions offered exceptional 
opportunities to create major lasting works of art 
for public display.  
 This article is adapted from Jane Irwin’s 
book, Old Canadian Cemeteries: Places of 
Memory, recently published by Firefly Books.  

**** 

The cenotaph as it looks today in it’s City Hall 
location. 

Photo by Les Armstrong 

“Lest  We 

Forget” 
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McCrae's "In Flanders Fields" remains to this day one 
of the most memorable war poems ever written. It is a 
lasting legacy of the terrible battle in the Ypres salient 
in the spring of 1915. Here is the story of the making 
of that poem.  
 Although he had been a doctor for years and 
had served in the South African War, it was impossi-
ble to get used to the suffering, the screams, and the 
blood here, and Major John McCrae had seen and 
heard enough in his dressing station to last him a life-
time  

 As a surgeon attached to the 1st Field Artillery 
Brigade, Major McCrae, who had joined the McGill 
faculty in 1900 after graduating from the University 
of Toronto, had spent seventeen days treating injured 
men  Canadians, British, Indians, French, and Ger-
mans-- in the Ypres salient. It had been an ordeal that 
he had hardly thought possible. McCrae later wrote of 
it:  

 "I wish I could embody on paper some of the 
varied sensations of that seventeen days... Seventeen 
days of Hades! At the end of the first day if anyone 
had told us we had to spend seventeen days there, we 
would have folded our hands and said it could not 
have been done."  

 One death particularly affected McCrae. A 
young friend and former student, Lieut. Alexis Hel-
mer of Ottawa, had been killed by a shell burst on 2 
May 1915. Lieutenant Helmer was buried later that 
day in the little cemetery outside McCrae's dressing 
station, and McCrae had performed the funeral cere-
mony in the absence of the chaplain.  

 The next day, sitting on the back of an ambu-
lance parked near the dressing station beside the Ca-
nal de l'Yser, just a few hundred yards north of Ypres, 
McCrae vented his anguish by composing a poem. 
The major was no stranger to writing, having au-
thored several medical texts besides dabbling in po-
etry.  

 In the nearby cemetery, McCrae could see the 
wild poppies that sprang up in the ditches in that part 
of Europe, and he spent twenty minutes of precious 
rest time scribbling fifteen lines of verse in a note-

“In Flanders Fields” 

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow  
Between the crosses row on row,  
That mark our place; and in the sky  
The larks, still bravely singing, fly  
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago  
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  
Loved and were loved, and now we lie  
In Flanders fields.  
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe:  
To you from failing hands we throw  
The torch; be yours to hold it high.  
If ye break faith with us who die  
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow  
In Flanders fields. 

  

book.  
 A young soldier watched him write it. Cyril Al-

linson, a twenty-two year old sergeant-major, was deliv-
ering mail that day when he spotted McCrae. The major 
looked up as Allinson approached, then went on writing 
while the sergeant-major stood there quietly. "His face 
was very tired but calm as he wrote," Allinson recalled. 
"He looked around from time to time, his eyes straying 
to Helmer's grave." 

When McCrae finished five minutes later, he took his 
mail from Allinson and, without saying a word, handed 
his pad to the young NCO. Allinson was moved by what 
he read:  

 "The poem was  an exact description of the scene 
in front of us both. He used the word blow in that line 
because the poppies actually were being blown that 
morning by a gentle east wind. It never occurred to me 
at that time that it would ever be published. It seemed to 
me just an exact description of the scene."  

 In fact, it was very nearly not published. Dissatis-
fied with it, McCrae tossed the poem away, but a fellow 
officer retrieved it and sent it to newspapers in England. 
The Spectator, in London, rejected it, but Punch pub-
lished it on 8 December 1915.  
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