
 

  

The Burlington Historical 
Society 

                           Newsletter April 2006 

 

Coming Events 

Executive Meeting 
April 3rd - 7:00 PM 

Port Nelson United Church 
3132 South Drive at Rossmore 
General Meeting  

 April 10th - 7:30 PM 
Burlington Art Centre  

Page 2       President’s Message  
 

Page 2      Cousins 
 

Page 3      In Memorium 
 

Page 4      New Members 
 

Page 5      Farming The Early Years 
 

Page 6      Archive Report         
 

Page 7      Newsletter Name 
Page 8      Executive Council  
 

April General Meeting  

Market Gardening on Maple Avenue 
Speaker David Davidson 

Monday  
April 10th ,  2006 - Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre 
Free Admission - Bring a Friend 

 

Share a good 
thing 

Bring a friend to 
the next General 

Meeting 

Membership Dues 

What’s Inside 

Maple Avenue, 
Burlington’s Garden 

Arthur Wallace examining freshly planted celery on Maple Avenue Farm-courtesy Bruce Wallace 
Taken from Memories of Pioneer Days. 
 
Until the 1960 Maple Avenue was one of the centres of Vegetable production 
which gave Burlington the name “The Garden of Canada”.  
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W e will be 
having a 

municipal election in 
the fall.  A new 
mayor will lead 
B u r l i n g t o n ;  A  

situation that will require some adjustment as 
Rob McIsaac has held that office since 1997.   
 During that time, he has been involved 
in a number of projects : a member of the 
Smart Growth Panel to develop a vision and 
strategies for planned growth in central 
Ontario; chair of the provincial task force to 
establish a permanent Greenbelt for the 
golden Horseshoe; under his leadership an 
environmental strategy for our area has been 
developed; founder of a Transit caucus with 
four other GTA municipalities to create a 
more coordinated and integrated transit plan.  
 It is important that we consider 

President’s Report 

President Noreen McNairn 
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seriously the need for political support for our 
own particular historical issues as well as for 
those that address our citizenship in this 
community and beyond.  
 Between now and November, there will 
be a number of candidates suggested or 
actually committed to the election process.  
We all have an obligation to ensure that the 
leadership of our community is in competent 
hands and that all issues are brought to the 
fore.   
 Attending council meetings either 
through the media via Cogeco and/or The 
Post, or in person, is our way of observing the 
interaction of council members and the 
priorization of topics.  Become aware, be 
observant and remember that the right to elect 
your municipal leaders is a personal 
obligation.   

**** 

Cousins from 
England Find Us 

By Peggy Armstrong 

A  day before leaving for our search for 
warmth in South Carolina, late in 

February, a letter arrived from England, and 
by the time we had returned another was 
waiting to be opened.  Each of these letters 
was from a resident of England who was 
trying to trace family members who had long 
ago come to Canada and settled in 
Burlington. 
  The first, from a lady in Somerset, had 
been given our name from “a very helpful 
lady at the City Hall, Burlington”.  She was 
looking for information regarding two great 
uncles, William and Alfred Bunker, who 
came to Canada in 1905 as “Home Children”. 
  This searcher was able to make 
connections here by using the Bell Telephone 
index on the internet and using the telephone 
to call the library, museums and city hall.  

She has since finding the names of William 
Bunker’s children, phoned at random Bunker 
names and contacted the home of Douglas 
who grew up in Burlington and would have 
been known by some of our members.  This 
British Cousin is elated to have connected to 
a family member here and will now likely 
need very little of our help. 
  The second letter is more personal for 
us as this lady from Essex is searching the 
Richardson family from which Les and Frank 
Armstrong are descended through their 
mother. She had visited “Whitestone” in 
Morland, the family home from which they 
all have a connecting ancestor about 200 
years ago, and was told by the current owner 
that a Bill Richardson from Australia was 
also searching this family.   Bill had visited 
Whitestone, a number of years ago doing his 
own searching, and somewhere along the line 
made the acquaintance of  a gentleman who 
had been kindly helping us.  He realized we 

(Continued on page 3) 
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IN MEMORIUM 
 
Burlington Historical Society Member 
Tom Oliver passed away on March 18, 
2006 at the age of 80 years.  Tom was 
not a long time member of our society 
but took a keen interest in all things 
relating to Burlington once he joined.  
He was interviewed by our committee 
working on the Brant Inn story.   Few of 
our membership, like Tom, have lived 
and worked almost their entire lives in 
Burlington.  His youth was spent in 
Aldershot where his father, known as 
“Pop” Oliver, was the police constable.  
Following service in WWII, Thomas too 
followed this path and served for over 30 
years in our police. force, retiring in 
1981.  Photography was a hobby. Tom 
has shared photos from his collection for 
our use and, several are featured in 
“Prints of Burlington” by Gary Evans.  
Some will remember  Deluxe Taxi at the 
foot of Brant Street that was started by 
Tom soon after he returned from the 
war. 
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Burlington April 1 
Burlington will be sharing the historic wharf  timbers 
found recently at the foot of Bathurst Street in 
Toronto. The first group will be sent to Fort York to 
help visitors understand the location of the Lake 
Ontario Shoreline and the role of shipping on the 
great lakes during the nineteenth century. A former 
Ontario culture minister in supporting the move 
said”when you look at Europe, you look at France, 
you look at Italy, heritage is what brings people to 
those countries. We should be preserving as best we 
can all of our heritage, whatever form it is.” 
 Remaining timbers will be shared with the 
LaSalle Park Marina in Burlington. At a gathering at 
City Hall, Marina President L. Pascal was excited at 
the prospect. “This will be a major upgrade to our 
Marina Facility and an attraction that will bring new 
boaters to LaSalle Park Marina.” Burlington Boating 
and Sailing Club Commodore W. Hectares was 
equally enthusiastic. “Our members welcome this 
major improvement to our waterfront. We really 
appreciate the support of the Mayor and the 
Burlington Historical Society in bringing this about.” 

**** 

Historic Timbers To 
Find Home In 

Burlington 

Photo by Hugh McCully 

were both connected to the same Richardson family, 
not an easy assumption as the Richardson name was 
the forth most common at one time in Westmoreland. 
Our letter writer was given Bill’s address in Australia 
to find out about relatives who had settled there, and 
Bill informed her that she too had Canadian cousins 
and passed on our address. The family of John 
Richardson settled in Lowville about 1836, their first 
Canadian child being born in July of 1837 and the last 
in England in February of 1835. 
  Our World gets smaller all the time! With the e-
mail  availability we no longer must wait weeks for 
replies from across the oceans. 

**** 
  

(Continued from page 2) 
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Show & Tell 
April  

  
"Making your MEMORIES 

Last a Lifetime"  
with  

Gwen Vernon  
Memory Preservationist. 

  
All of us have shoeboxes full of family 
photographs, family tree charts and perhaps 
let ters  and other  such ancestral  
information.  We have an obligation to 
preserve these precious memories 
for future generations.  Gwen will give us a 
crash course on the secret to making this 
happen. 
  

MEMBERS OF THE 
BURLINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

(& their guests) 
ARE INVITED TOA 

 SPECIAL PRESENTATION  
BY  LIBRARIAN 

CHRIS MALLION - MOORE 
 

"GEMS OF THE LIBRARY'S  
HISTORICAL 

COLLECTION"  
 

SATURDAY MAY 6 at 2:00 P.M. 
Second Floor, Central Public Library, New 

Street 
Numbers will be limited. 

Please reserve by contacting Jane Irwin 
email: 

burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 
or phone 905 637 7266 

 
New Members 

 
 

We wish to welcome new members to 
BHS 

 
Mr. Douglas Ackland 

 
Ms Mary Niel 

 
Mrs Shawn Summers 

 
Gwen Stephenson 

 
Please make our new members welcome. 

 
**** 

April General Meeting 
 

April 10th, 2006 
Time 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre  
 

Topic 

Market Gardening On  
Maple Avenue  

 
Speaker 

David Davidson 
Come out and bring a friend 
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Farming The Early Years 

Burlington was once 
known as the Garden 
of Canada. 
Our fruit production 
was world renown, 
especially in Great 
Britain where our 
Apple crop was 
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e 
premium fruit that 
could be purchased. 
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Archives Report   

burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

368 Brant Street Casteleyn Belgian Chocolatiers  
originally Fred Parkin’s Barber Shop & Pool 
Room  
Casteleyn Belgian Chocolatiers is located in the first 
historic building to the north of the new Bunton’s 
Wharf condominiums. This historic Downtown 
structure is now in its 98th year. Casteleyn’s place of 
business has a long and colourful history. 
 A photograph published by the Historical 
Society in its book, Burlington: Memories of Pioneer 
Days, gives us a glimpse of the storefront when it was 
just one year old. The scene is the west side of Brant 
Street, looking north from Lakeshore Road, in the 
stillness of a warm summer afternoon. There’s not 
much activity to report, but many details to be seen. 

 A horse and an empty open carriage stand at the 
side of the dirt road. One man sits at ease on the 
wooden curb, looking at the empty street. Behind him 
two men, wearing shirts and ties but no jackets, lounge 
against a shopfront. In the far distance a man stands in 
front of the premises of the Burlington Gazette, 
wearing a dark printers apron; he must be Elgin 
Harris, the publisher, editor, writer, typesetter and 
printer of the local newspaper. 
 In between are two men wearing white barbers 
tunics. They are almost certainly Fred Parkin and his 
assistant, standing in front of the premises now known 
as 368 Brant Street. The pole, which tilts a little near 
the horse and carriage, has stripes like a traditional 
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Jane Irwin BHS Volunteer Archivist 
barbers pole and may, perhaps, be a sign of the earliest 
reserved parking space in Downtown Burlington. 
 The photograph can be dated to 1908 or 1909, 
because in the window of the shoe store on the far 
right, which has a giant-size boot perched on a stool in 
front, is the sign H. A. GRAHAM. In 1909 Henry 
Graham moved his shop from the west side of Brant 
Street  a building which since 1867 had housed shoe 
stores under various owners (Tom Bell, A. M. Sharpe, 
William Wiggins)  across the street. There he, and later 
his nephew Mel Howden, would continue to fit the feet 
of Burlington residents until Mel Howden’s retirement 
in 1979. 
 The Gazette could always be relied upon to 
mention every business improvement on Brant Street. 
On 22 October 1902 it reported “alterations being 
made to the premises occupied as a shoe store by Mr 
Wiggins. Owing to his increasing business, it has 
become necessary to add another story to the building 
to provide more accomodation for the large stock of 
boots and shoes carried It will be one of the finest shoe 
stores.” 
 On 15 March 1905: “Mr J. F. Campbell has 
purchased the Bell property on Brant Street 
comprising the store occupied by Messers W. Wiggins  
and the vacant lot adjoining. Mr Campbell 
contemplates removing his butcher business to this 
part of town”. 
 On 20 March 1907 “Mr J. F. Campbell has sold 
his vacant lot on Brant street between his butcher shop 
and the Gazette office to Mr Fred Parkin. We 
understand Mr Parkin intends building a first class 
barber shop on the same in the near future”. 
 On 2 October 1907: “Mr Fred Parkin is making 
preparations for the erection of a new shop on the 
property which he recently purchased from J. F. 
Campbell”. 
 On 22 January 1908:  “Mr Fred Parkin has 
moved into his new barber shop, next to the Gazette 
office”. 
 Fred Parkins marriage to Maltida Partlow was 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Office Depot 
The one stop shopping centre for Computers and Office supplies 

Tim Collins - Store Manager 
We are proud to be supporters and sponsors to the Burlington Historical Society 

 

1250 Brant St. Burlington  - 905 319 8449 
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also reported in the 7 April 1909 Gazette. She may have 
been the daughter of the painter Fred Partlow, whose 
business in 1915 was located in the building just south 
of Parkins Barber Shop. 
 A 1910 insurance map shows that the first class 
barber shop had the added attraction of a bowling alley 
in the back. Maps from 1916 and 1924 show a pool 
room there. 
 The Historical Society’s second book, Burlington: 
The Growing Years, includes an anecdote about Fred 
Parkins well-known dog. Unfortunately the dog’s name 
is unknown. On the east side of Brant Street, next to 
Graham’s shoe store, was Tom Waumsley’s magazine 
& smoke shop (now 357 Brant Street). Every day the 
dog would cross the road and pick up the newspaper for 
his owner. The dog would carry over the carefully 
wrapped coins, and return with the paper, occasionally 
putting it down for a moment  en route while pausing 
for an encounter with another dog. 
 What those unknown dogs knew, and what their 
humans or owners knew, was not entirely recorded for 
us later arrivals, even in the Archival records or on 
microfilms of the Gazette. 
 The Parkins owned this property until the 1950s. 
In the 1980s the building was renovated by Joseph 
Collett, who for almost 20 years served memorably fine 
food in Collett’s Cupboard and Collett’s Restaurant. In 
its current incarnation, it is a source of exquisite 
chocolates and coffee. 
 

**** 

(Continued from page 6) Newsletter Name 
The response for suggestions for a name for our 
Newsletter has been most encouraging. Thanks to all 
who submitted suggestions. 
 The executive will be choosing the name from the 
list of those suggested. They include: 
 

THE GAZETTE 
 

THE TIMES 
 

LAKESHORE NEWS 
 

THE HERITAGE NEWS 
 

THE LEDGEND 
 

LEGENDS & LOVE 
 

THE HISTORIAN 
 

HISTORICAL TIMES 
 

THE EXPLORER 
 

THE BURLINGTON RECORD 
 

JANUS 
 

BURLINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY OLDEN 
TIMES 

 

BURLINGTON MEMORIES 
 

TIME PASSAGES ? BURLINGTON  
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Burlington Historical Society Executive Council 
  President   Noreen McNairn  905 637 6400 
  Past President   Jane Ann Newson 905 637 0336 
  1st Vice President  Ken Davy   905 333 1345 
  2nd Vice President Geo Vallance  905 634 7681 
  Secretary   Brian Ryder  905 336 2105 
  Treasurer   Alex Stewart  905 631 7849 
 Convenors  
 Archivist        Jane Irwin  
 Greeting Cards       Ann Wingfield 
 HUG Representatives        Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong  
 Heritage Burlington LACAC     Jane Ann Newson/Les Armstrong 
 Membership Team     Alex Stewart/Ken Davy 
 Meet & Greet Team             Kay / David Davidson 
 Newsletter Editor     Les Armstrong 
 Plaques       Brian Ryder 
 Program        Geo Vallance/Ken Davy 
 Promotion Team Display     Judi McNairn 
 Publications        Judi McNairn 
 Special Events       Ruth Borthwick 
 Publicity    Les Armstrong 

Membership Application 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address               
 
City        Postal Code      
 

Email Address              
 

Membership dues (Please check which one)  

 

 ?  Family:  $34.00  ?  Single: $25.00   ?  Senior: $20.00 
 
 ?  Student: $14.00  ?  Life: $250.00  ?  Corporate: $400.00 

Please complete and mail this application, making your cheque payable to: 
The Burlington Historical Society 

Membership Convener 
Upper Brant Postal Outlet, Box 40565 

Burlington, Ontario. L7P 4W1  
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History of  
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Speaker  

Rev. Howard Sullivan 
Monday, May 8th,  2006  
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Share a good thing 
Bring a friend to 

the next  
General Meeting 
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J ust a short drive 
north on Guelph 

Line will take you to 
a nostalgia enhancing 
adventure, a streetcar 

ride through five 
kilometers of scenic wooded lands.  For 
those of us who traveled the TTC or St. 
Catharines or Montreal transit systems, 
streetcars were the vehicles of both choice 
and necessity. The Halton County Radial 
Museum has a broad range of vehicles 
spanning the 1890s to the 1990s and the 
setting is magical, whether in the springtime 

President’s Report 

President Noreen McNairn 
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with the newly budded leaves forming a 
canopy overhead or through the snows of 
winter that transform the countryside.  The 
railway station that had served as the CN 
Rockwood depot was moved here in 1971 to 
become the West terminus on the line; here 
you can reminisce with your grandchildren as 
you view the extensive collection of pictures 
and artifacts displayed.  The traditional pot-
bellied stove takes away the winter chill most 
efficiently!  Visit and support your local 
museums; while they will appreciate your 
patronage, it is you who will truly reap the 
greatest benefit. 

T he following two rural mail carriers 
were typical of many who chose to 

make their living either part or full time in 
the postal service.  Both had routes out of the 
Freeman Post Office and their times of 
service overlapped for a time, so were likely 
well known to each other. 
 George Bridle served  R.R .2 Freeman 
for 26 years from 1919 until he retired in 
1949. There was a period of about four years 
when he lost out on the contract when 
tenders were asked for the job. 
 George got this job when he returned 
home from service in WW I.  The route 
initially covered 19 miles of road with 97 
mail boxes.  In contrast, by his final year it 
had expanded to 50 miles of road with 420 
boxes, a reflection of rural development in 
Nelson  Township that long ago. 
 When interviewed for the newspaper at 
the time of his retirement, Mr. Bridle told of  
his pleasant memories of the horse and 
buggy and cutter days, as well as the many 
difficult times especially in winter when 
some sections of the roads would be almost 
impassible.  He told of the many kindnesses 

of customers along the route; Mr.& Mrs. Geo 
Carey often insisted he come in for a hot 
meal, and Mr. Carey would unhitch his horse 
and feed it, also Mr. & Mrs. Geo. Richardson 
would have him come in to enjoy their 
hospitality and perhaps help him out with a 
team to continue his duties. 
 Later after Mr. Bridle purchased his 
first car and ran into difficult roads in the 
Appleby block, Mr. W.J. Breckon came to his 
assistance and took him around in a horse and 
cutter. 
 In summary Mr. Bridle said, “I could 
write volumes on kindnesses shown me 
during my service on the route.”  Mr. Bridle 
was pleased that his son Duncan had been 
appointed  mail carrier, to assume his route 
and was confident he too, would do his best 
to give a satisfactory service. 
  George Greer was also a long time 
rural mail carrier.  His career was the reverse 
of the one above, in that George Greer took 
on the route after his father wished to retire 
from it. Mr. Greer served R.R. 1 Freeman, 

(Continued on page 3) 

Rural Mail Carriers of an Earlier Time 
By Peggy Armstrong 
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Share a good thing. 
Bring a friend 

to our next meeting. 

BHS NEWSLETTER 

Historic Timbers To 
Find Home In 

Burlington 

Photo by A Member 

April Fool’s Day 
 Many Members read the above item with 
interest in last months issue but were mystified as to 
the purpose of the exercise. Several incredulous 
readers wondered who had arranged such a plan and 
to what purpose would the ancient timbers be put.                                
 To others it sounded like another political 
boondoggle. 
 The only person who recognized the item as an 
April Fools joke was the Commodore of the Boating 
Club who was called by the name Wayne Hectares. 
His real name is Wayne Akers.  
        The date line on the item clearly stated April 1st. 

retiring in 1965 after 35 years on the job.   
 He started out using a Model T Ford, then a 
1929 Ford and finally a 1956 Chevrolet which had 
“chalked up” 150,000 miles.  Mr. Greer’s route began 
as 18 miles with 100 customers expanding by his last 
year to a distance of 45 miles to travel with 375-400 
homes to serve.  At first, he said the job was part time 
and he took on a delivery service of coal and feed for 
the Freeman store, which held the post office.  The 
mail all came in by train in those days.  
 Mr. Greer noticed many changes in the mail 
over time. The daily papers were all delivered at one 
time – the Mail and Empire, later called the Globe and 
Mail, a few letters and no magazines. During the 
depression even the newspapers were cancelled by 
many people.   
 Fellow employees of the post office got together 
and presented Mr. Greer with a chaise lounge on his 
retirement, a rest well deserved. 
 

**** 

 

The May  General Meeting 
Is the final spring 

gathering. 
The next Regular Meeting 

will be held  
September 11th. 

Lost & Not Found 
Some member of the Society has in their possession 
the society tape recorder. It was picked up at a 
Executive meeting from John Borthwick at least  five 
years ago and never returned. 
 John has need of the recorder to play some 
tapes made of speakers which he wants to put into the 
archives. If you know of the recorder’s existence 
please get in touch with John.   
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Show & Tell 

MAY 8 
  

 MEMORIES OF BYC  
Or  

What Was the Park like?  
 

A look at Spencer Smith Park  
60 years ago 

 
Presenter 

Les Armstrong 
  

 
New Members 

 
 

We wish to welcome new members to 
BHS 

 
Mr. Colin Emerson 

 
Ms June Davis 

 
Mrs Mary Robson 

 
Ms Jean Clark 

 
Please make our new members welcome. 

 
**** 

May General Meeting 
 

May 8th, 2006 
Time 7:30 PM 

Burlington Art Centre  
 

Topic 

History of Knox 
Presbyterian Church  

Speaker 

Howard Sullivan 
Come out and bring a friend 

 

Census Day  
Tuesday, May 16, 2006 

 An important new twist to the census, 
is that there is a block to tick off to give 
your consent for the information to be 
released 92 years after it has been taken.  If 
you do not tick off the yes block or do not 
tick any block your information is lost 
forever to the historians. 

Click on this link   
http://www.globalgenealogy.com/Census/C

ensus2006.htm  
to read the importance of you ticking yes to 
the  release of information.  

 Please forward this information on 
to friends and family so that the taking of  
this census information is not in vain. 

Please read VERY carefully, and 
enter your tick in the right place on the 
Census form! 
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T he second Sunday of May was designated 
Mother’s Day in the United States in 1914 

as a day to honour and celebrate mothers and 
their impact on the lives of their children. 
 But it was a mother’s 
heartbreak over the death of her 
infant son that led to the 
development of an international 
organization whose focus was on 
education for mothers.  Adelaide 
Hoodless’ concern about safe 
and healthy milk lead to 
meetings of rural women 
springing up around Burlington 
and Halton at the turn of the last century. 
 From late 1901 through 1902, meetings 
were held in Kilbride, Appleby, Nelson and 
Burlington. In February 1903 the Burlington 
Women’s Institute was organized with Mrs. 
George Fisher as president and Mrs. Dynes 
filling the role of secretary.  The Nelson 
Women’s Institute was formed in 1907, Mrs. 
Blake Springer as president and Miss Clara 
Mitchell, secretary.   
 Although this provided an opportunity for 
rural women to come together socially, the focus 
of the meetings were educational, speakers 
providing the latest information on good 
nutrition, health and general household science.  
The beginning of the war in 1914 brought a 
disruption into the lives of many and the Nelson 
branch disbanded as women’s focus changed to 
the war effort and the formation of local Red 
Cross Societies.  
 The end of the war saw the resurgence of 
WI, as a national federation was formed 
bringing branches across the country into one 
structure.  As society changed so did the 
Women’s Institutes, focusing more on the wider 
community, providing support and broadening 

Adelaide Hoodless 
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topics of lectures. 
 In 1930 two new branches were created.  
Mrs. Ray Stevenson resurrected the Nelson WI 
and served as president with Mrs. Bell as 
secretary.  Annual dues of 25¢ were collected 
from the 42 ladies who were the charter 
members. 
 Mrs. Allan Lancefield spearheaded the 
formation of the Aldershot WI in March the 
same year.  Not only did this group attend 
presentations as diverse as “Romance of the Tea 
Industry” and “Totem Poles” but they were also 
involved in community projects including 
abolishing the dump and creating safe level 
railroad crossings. 
 At a family and community level, 
Women’s Institutes have contributed to the well-
being of Canadian rural society.  But one of the 
great national treasures WI’s have provided is 
the Tweedsmuir History Books.  Named after a 
governor general of Canada in the 1930’s these 
local histories have provided a resource on the 
local rural history of communities.  Margaret 
Stevenson of the Aldershot branch was one of 
the amateur historians who volunteered countless 
hours researching the families of the community 
and providing invaluable information.  These 
books are recognized by professional historians 
as “one of the most important resources we have 
for studying Ontario history at the local level.” 
 As urban sprawl has overtaken rural 
communities, many branches disbanded as did 
the Aldershot branch in 1962.  However, Nelson 
Women’s Institute continues on to this day and 
as part of a larger national organization, 
continues to work for “Home and Country”. 
 

**** 
Deborah Roberts is a Society member and our 
feature writer. 

By Deb Roberts 
 Women’s Institute 
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Archives Report   

burlingtonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

The Naming of Burlington, Part Two 

I n the April / May 2005 issue of The Burlington 
Historical Society Newsletter, Editor Les 

Armstrong referred to the “urban legend which 
credits the name Burlington to the misspelling of 
Bridlington”. As he wrote, there are many places in 
the world named Burlington, including one in 
Newfoundland. Googling that Burlington turns up 
the information that it was an incorporated fishing 
and lumbering community which was permanently 
settled in the mid 1800s, and its original name was 
Northwest Arm; “it was renamed in 1914 or 1915 
and nobody seems to know who renamed it or why.” 
So ours is not the only Burlington whose name is 
somewhat mysterious. It’s unlikely, however, that all 
Burlington place-names have the same source. 

Our Burlington was so named by Lieutenant 
Governor John Graves Simcoe (1752–1806), who 
named or renamed many places during his brief stay 
here in Upper Canada, between 1792 and 1794. The 
very interesting article in the Newsletter by Rob 
Lyng suggests that Simcoe chose the name as a way 
of honouring – and perhaps ingratiating himself with 
– a man who was descended from Richard Boyle 
(1695–1753), who was England’s greatest patron of 
architecture and also the third Earl of Burlington. As 
Lord Boyle had no male heirs, his title became 
extinct with his death. His grandson, George 
Cavendish (1754–1834), was raised to the peerage as 
the first Earl of Burlington, Second Creation, in 1831 
– the year before the great Reform Act, when a great 
many peerages were created (or, in this case, created 
again). 

As Rob Lyng points out, Simcoe named 
Dundas after his friend Henry Dundas, Viscount 
Melville, and also renamed the new capital York 
after Prince Frederick, Duke of York – just as New 
York had been renamed in 1664, after an earlier 
Duke of York. However, it’s perhaps doubtful that 
the Cavendish family would have been especially 
flattered by having an uncleared and unbuilt area of 
colonial wilderness named in their honour. And, 
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Jane Irwin BHS Volunteer Archivist although there was a Burlington House in London, 
and the Burlington Arcade was built in London near 
Picadilly in 1818 by Lord Cavendish (who was to 
become the Earl of Burlington in the Second 
Creation), the Burlington title itself was extinct 
between 1753 and 1831. 

 “Muddy” York was named after the Duke 
of York, and not after the City of York in northern 
England.  Other places in Upper Canada, however, 
were certainly given Yorkshire names by Lieutenant 
Governor Simcoe and his wife: the Humber River, the 
Don River, Scarborough Bluffs, Pickering, Whitby, 
Flamborough Head, Beverley, and Sheffield. (Later 
on, many more Yorkshire place-names were brought 
by settlers from their former homes to Upper Canada 
or Canada West.) Perhaps the possibility that 
Burlington was also named by the Simcoes after a 
place in Yorkshire should not be too readily 
dismissed, especially since the English Bridlington is 
also set below Flamborough Head.  

 What about the spelling? Anyone who has 
travelled in England knows that place-names there 
can be tricky to pronounce: what you see is not 
necessarily what you say. Try saying Anwick, 
Beaulieu, Cholmondeley, Gloucester, Norwich, 
Shrewsbury, Worcester, Wymondham … I rest my 
case.  

 Bridlington was pronounced and spelled 
Burlington from the time of the Domesday Book, 
circa 1066. As many historical researchers have 
discovered, the spellings of proper names – including 
place names and family names – continued to be 
variable until the late nineteenth, or even the early 
twentieth, century. So “Burlington” is a variant – and 
not a misspelling – of “Bridlington”. A parish record 
from the 1820s gives the alternate spellings:   

 BRIDLINGTON, or Burlington, or 
Bridlington Old Town, a parish in the wapentake of 
Dickering … This town is situated on the Eastern 
coast … in the recess of the commodious and 
beautiful bay to which it affords its name. It consists 
chiefly of one long irregularly framed street, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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extending along the Southern declivity of a small 
elevation, and its situation is both pleasant and 
salubrious. 

 The town of Bridlington’s first bank, built 
in 1802, was called Burlington Bank. In Bridlington 
today there is a Burlington Infant School, a 
Burlington Junior School, a New Burlington Guest 
House, a Burlington Quays Hotel and  a New 
Burlington Road. The historical walking tour, 
available online, is informative: “BRIDLINGTON or 
Burlington as it used to be called, derives its name 
from an Angle named Bretel who settled in the Old 
Town and called it Bretelston.”  (Please note: the 
settler was an Angle, not an angel.) 

 Two afterthoughts: I wish some historian 
would explain to us what the special connection was 
between Bridlington / Burlington and Richard Boyle 
(1612–1697), for whom the title was first created in 
1663. And what about “Lord Simcoe”, the name of 
the short- lived hotel in Toronto (built in 1958, 
demolished in 1981)? So far as I know, the Lieutenant 
Governor of Upper Canada had many admirable 
qualities, but was never a Lord. 

**** 

(Continued from page 6) Newsletter Name 
The response for suggestions for a name for our 
Newsletter was most encouraging. Thanks to all who 
submitted suggestions.  
 At its April meeting the executive chose the 
name: 
  

 GAZETTE 
 
 The name Gazette is defined by Collins 
Canadian Dictionary n. official newspaper for 
announcements.  The name was carried by 
Burlington’s longest running newspaper. Although 
the Gazette was not the first newspaper in Burlington 
it was started in 1899 and continued to be published 
by the Harris family until 1986.  It’s first publisher & 
editor Mr. Elgin  Harris was also Mayor of Burlington 
in 1923. 

**** 

Item from the Gazette May 21, 1902 
There is agitation on foot with the view of having the 
word “obey” omitted from the list of vows in the 
marriage service. By and by, no doubt the “love” and 
“honour” will be found equally objectionable. It’s bad 
enough to have to marry such a thing as a man and to 
spend his money, but a woman can’t be expected to 
honour a person like that. As for “obey” that 
generally plays itself out in time. When an elderly 
wife is reaching under the bed for the lord and master 
with a mop, she hasn’t got the time to waste thinking 
of what she promised in a hurry thirty years ago.  

X 

Last month’s meeting 
 
Last month’s meeting was a resounding success 
thanks to David Davidson’s presentation on Maple 
Avenue’s Market Gardening.  
 The audience was swelled by the presence of 
many past residents of Maple Avenue and others from 
our former agricultural community.   
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Scene of a daring bank robbery. Was it John Dillinger or Bonnie & Clyde? 
This building on the corner of Lakeshore Rd. and John St. was, in 1935, the 
Bank Of Commerce. Read about the daring hold-up on Page 6. 
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T ake a walk 
through history 

at the Royal Botanical 
Gardens. While you 
d r i n k  i n  t h e 

environmental beauty, give thanks to 
Thomas McQuesten, the forward thinking 
Chairman of the Board of Parks 
Management who had responsibility for the 
construction of the High Level Bridge over 
Cootes Paradise.  It was he who envisioned 
and implemented the transformation of an 
abandoned rock quarry into the 6 acre 
amphitheatre that is the Rock Garden.  This 
project became significant from a labour 
point of view as part of the government-
funded depression make-work program when 
it began in the fall. Ten thousand tons of 
rocks were brought in from Albion Falls and 
from Waterdown. Alpine and annual plants 

President’s Report 

President Noreen McNairn 
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were located with care to accompany 
flowering shrubs and trees. The microclimate 
formed by the bowl-shape of the gardens has 
allowed many cultivars to flourish here where 
they are not native.  In 1930, King George V 
conferred the designation “Royal” to the 
project and it opened to the public on May 
30, 1930. 
 Today the magnificent botanical project 
includes five distinct gardens and four nature 
sanctuaries. There are thirty km of trails to 
guide you, providing access to the 
marshlands restoration in Cootes Paradise, 
access to the Bruce Trail, Hendrie Valley 
Sanctuary and the Berry Tract. Whether or 
not you visit the Mediterranean greenhouse, 
the formal gardens or the nature trails, you 
will truly find a soul enhancing oasis within 
the confines of our urbanization.    

**** 

Banking in Burlington 
By Peggy Armstrong 

 Prior to 1900, if you lived in Burlington, 
your choice for “banking” other than the 
mattress, was to deal with the private bank of 
Richard Baxter or get yourself to the city of 
Hamilton using whatever means of travel was 
available to you. 
 Richard G. Baxter was the son of 
Thomas Baxter, early agent for the milling 
and shipping endeavors of Mr. Torrence of 
Montreal, prosperous farmer, grain merchant, 
etc who’s farm being east of Brant Street 
from the QEW to New Street, .   
 Following a stint in Buffalo as a grain 
dealer, at age 18, Richard returned to 
Burlington, likely to partner with his father 
giving him the experience he needed to take 
over when Thomas suddenly died at 55 years 
of age. 
 We know from the census that Richard 

had set up Baxter’s Bank sometime before 
1881, so was well established in the 
business by 1900, when the “big” banks 
made a move to come to Burlington.  
Baxter’s Bank was located on the lake side 
of Water Street at the foot of Brant. 
 
Enter the competition! 
 On August 8th of 1900, The 
Burlington Gazette had 2 interesting 
announcements:   
 The residents of Burlington and 
vicinity will be glad to know that a sub-
agency of the Hamilton branch of the 
Traders’ Bank of Canada has been opened 
in this village.  Mr. F.B.Bennett, who has 
been upwards of ten years in the Hamilton 
office, has been appointed sub-manager…. 
As our readers are aware this is the first 



 

3 

 

Share a good thing. 
Bring a friend 

to our next meeting. 
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branch of a chartered bank to be established in this 
village, and no doubt will be liberally patronized. 
 Until arrangements are made for the erection of 
a suitable banking office, the bank is occupying 
premises adjoining T. Le Patourel’s drug store…. 
In another column: 
   We beg to call the attention of our readers to the 
announcement in this issue that Mr. R. G. Baxter is 
now prepared to receive deposits, issue drafts etc. for 
the Bank of Hamilton.  This will be a great 
convenience to the many patrons of this popular Bank,  
 

 
enabling them to transact their business with it here 
instead of having to go to the city to do so. 
 The last newspaper issue for August noted that 
the Traders Bank were negotiating to erect a new 
building, but in the Sept 12th issue this announcement: 
- The Traders Bank has purchased the old Zimmerman 
store and the vacant property on the corner of Brant 
and Water streets, and will have the whole thoroughly 

(Continued from page 2) renovated and fitted for an up-to-date banking office.  
Work will commence at once… 
 In this same issue this bank announced evening 
hours for Saturdays, and Mr. Baxter had his weekly 

advertisement moved to the front page of the paper, 
directly below Trader’s advertizment, also naming 
Saturday hours of business. 

(Continued on page 4) 
Traders Bank ,Water St side 1903 

Traders Bank , Brant St. side 1903 
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Show & Tell 

September 11th 
  

Habitat for 
Humanity  

 
Presenter 

  
 

Brian Ryder 

September General 
Meeting 

 

September 11th, 2006 
 

Time 7:30 PM 
 

Burlington Art Centre  
 

Topic 
Shipwrecks  

 

Speaker 
 

Skip Gillham 

 Of interest was the finding of the date “1834” on 
a conductor head, while workmen were repairing the 
eaveftroughing, and the supposition the date was 
inscribed during the original construction of the 
building.  Renovations took three months to complete 
and occupancy took place on the 13th of December.  
As was the custom in those days, the bank offices 
were on the main floor and the upper floors were 
devoted to the managers living quarters. Old photos 
show the bank entrance on Brant and the residence 
entrance facing Water Street. 
 
Mr. R.G. Baxter  Moves On:   
 In May of 1902 Mr. Baxter was enticed to 
Bridgeburg (then near Fort Erie) to open a branch  of 
his private bank there. In the late summer he sold his 
home, wharf and warehouses in Burlington, put his 
local branch in a managers hands, and moved to 
Bridgeburg.  Baxter’s Bank remained open for a short 
period of time, perhaps a couple of years leaving then, 
only the Traders Bank of Canada for our citizens. 
 
The Bank of Hamilton: 
 1908, August 25th, the Gazette announced The 
Bank of Hamilton will open a branch here.  They have 

leased the premise occupied by Mr. Edward 
Donkin, stationer etc. Water Street.  Work on the 
necessary alterations will be commenced as soon 
as possible, and it is expected the place will be 
ready for occupation Oct. 1st. The Bank of 
Hamilton opened for business on Monday 
morning the 18th of October although carpenters 
and painters were still finishing up.  
 
Both Banks Taken Over 
 On the first of  September 1912, the 
Traders Bank ceased to exist as a result of its 
merger with the Royal Bank. This business has 
continued for over 100 years on this same site 
the building replaced in 1947.   
 About 1925 the Bank of Hamilton was 
absorbed by the Bank of Commerce, and at the 
end of February 1942 this branch of the Bank of 
Commerce closed its doors and transferred its 
business down the street to the Royal Bank. 

**** 
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Mr. David Elder 
 

T here are few higher honours that Canada can 
bestow on a citizen than the designation of 

the Order of Canada.  For a lifetime of 
achievement, our country recognizes individuals 
who have made significant contributions to their 
community, their country and the world. 
 
One of the first people from Burlington to be so 
honoured was a dedicated teacher at Burlington 
Central High School, Mr. David Elder.  Beginning 
his career in 1949, Mr. Elder was head of the 
Languages Department, he not only taught but also 
oversaw teachers of French, German, Spanish and 
Latin. 
 
Mr. Elder’s creative teaching methods included the 
development of the language lab, allowing students 
to work individually with tape and headphones 
while teachers monitored progress through a master 
set. He also wrote a German textbook for use in 
schools. 
 
Colleagues have spoken highly of Mr. Elder, not 
only as a fine educator but also an encourager of 
others who influenced and supported teachers in 
their own work. 
 
Beyond the classrooms at Burlington Central, he 
was actively involved in the Ontario Modern 
Language Teacher Association as committee 
member, secretary and branch President, 
influencing the way languages were taught in 
Ontario.  For his work in this organization he was 
awarded the first Honourary Life Membership in 
April 1974. 
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A year later, at a ceremony in Rideau Hall on 
April 16, 1975 Governor General Jules Leger 
invested Mr. Elder as a Companion of the Order 
of Canada, “for his contribution as an educator to 
the improvement of modern language teaching 
methods in Ontario”. 
 
Mr. Elder passed away in November, 1995. As an 
on-going tribute to the work of this dedicated 
teacher,  the David Elder Book Prize continues to 
be awarded by the Halton District School Board at 
Central High. 
 
No doubt there are many throughout the 
Burlington community whose lives were touched, 
either as a teacher or student, by this “wonderful 
person”, who made a difference. 

**** 

By Deb Roberts 

Burlingtonians Who Made a Difference   
Starting in this Issue Our feature writer, Deb Roberts will be featuring a citizen of Burlington’s past who 
made a difference.  Watch for this column each month.  

 

The 21 Annual 
Golden Horseshoe  

Post Card Club 
Show and Sale 

Sunday September 
24th, 2006 

10am - 4pm 
Central Arena 

519 Drury Lane 
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2015 & 2017 Lakeshore Road: Former Bank and Bus 
Station, and now Zazzie’s and The Big Sweet. 

The building at the northwest corner of Lakeshore 
Road and John Street -- now the home of Zazzie’s 
and The Big Sweet -- is remembered by those who 
have long memories of downtown Burlington as the 
first home of the bus terminal. This historic structure 
was built in 1881 by James Cushie Bent, 
Burlington’s first master builder. 

Incorporated in 1872, the Bank of Hamilton was for 
more than 50 years a major financial institution, 
whose success was the key to the development of 
Hamilton’s booming industrial and commercial 
businesses. From 1896, when it opened its first 
branch in Winnipeg, the Bank of Hamilton was 
linked to two decades of explosive financial growth 
in the West. It is said that branches were set up so 
quickly that they began by servicing their eager 
clients out of tents. However, following economic 
setbacks and the death of Bank president Sir John 
Strathearn Hendrie, it was merged with the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce in 1923.  

In 1935 the Burlington Gazette reported “a daring 
attempt by two armed bandits to loot the Bank of 
Commerce branch office”, which had been foiled by 
the caretaker, T. A. Smith, who lived with his wife 
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Jane Irwin BHS Volunteer Archivist and two daughters in an apartment on the premises. 
The Gazette’s vivid account -- which could be the 
basis of a short film script -- provides glimpses of a 
day in the life of several working people in 1935.  

When Mr. Smith entered the bank from his own 
adjoining apartment about seven o’clock this 
morning he found that the rear window on the 
west side of the bank had been jimmied during 
the night, but did not think that any one might 
still be on the premises. … 

When Mrs. Smith lifted the telephone [to call 
Col. S. R. Walker, manager of the branch] … 
two masked men with black automatic pistols 
stepped from the manager’s office at the front of 
the bank, and while one covered Mr. Smith, the 
other walked through the open door of the 
apartment and took the telephone from his wife, 
at the same time saying, “None of that”. 

As Mrs. Smith was confronted with a gun, she 
screamed, and this drew a terse command, “No 
more of that,” from the gunman who was 
covering her. … 

Miss Nora Gilbert, who was on the switchboard 
at the telephone exchange, heard Mrs. Smith 
scream just as she was about to ask her for the 
number, and as no further sound came from the 
telephone, she sensed something was wrong in 
the bank, and notified Col. Walker and [Police] 
Chief Lee Smith, who both hurried to the scene. 
… 

The gunmen were seen by several citizens as 
they ran up Elizabeth Street and disappeared in 
the direction of the Dundas Highway. … 

Paul Challen, teller at the bank, stated that he 
had intended to go to the bank about eight 
o’clock to-day to clear up some extra work, and 
if Mr. Smith had not entered the office to dust, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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the bandits would have confronted him when he 
arrived. … 

Shortly before noon, the teller discovered that 
his revolver, a .38 calibre Iver Johnson, had 
been removed from his drawer. 

Unfortunately, I do not know whether Chief Lee 
Smith, aided by detectives from the Hamilton police 
department, who was still investigating the case at 
press time, was successful in apprehending the 
gunmen. If they happen to be still at large, their 
descriptions may be of interest: “The gunmen were 
both about five feet eight inches tall, and wore white 
handkerchiefs across their faces. One was dressed in 
a grey suit and the other wore a brownish suit and a 
fedora.” 

**** 

(Continued from page 6) 

X 

the Macassa, heard a loud crash inside. Immediately 
the light went out and the captain rushed in to 
discover the cause.  As he opened the door a large 
red-headed duck came rolling down the stairs, but he 
didn’t wait to examine it, and, closing the door behind 
him, he rushed up stairs where he discovered that the 
duck had got through the window, over turned the 
lamp and knocked down the reflector. The over 
turned lamp had set fire to the woodwork and it was 
with considerable difficulty that he succeeded in 
smothering the flames. 
 
After fixing the lights the captain turned his attention 
to the duck. He captured and killed it and intends to 
have it stuffed.   
 

The above photograph taken in 1910 shows the 
Macassa passing the lighthouse which was nearly 
destroyed by a duck on October 31, 1900. 

Close call at the canal 
The following story is a reprint of an item appearing 
in the October 31st, 1900 issue of the Burlington 
Gazette. 
 
The lighthouse at the beach had a close call from 
being destroyed by fire early Thursday morning, and 
only the fact that Capt. Campbell was on duty all 
night, owing to the heavy fog saved it.  
 
Shortly after one o’clock the Captain who was 
standing on the end of the pier watching for a sign of 
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